Genus Paracleros Berger, 1978
Lambillionea 78: 6 (6-15).
Type-species: Acleros biguttulus Mabille, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus of six species.

*
Paracleros biguttulus (Mabille, 1890)

Acleros biguttulus Mabille, 1890.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 9: 167 (149-150, 155-156, 167-169, 183-184).
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Paracleros biguttulus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 24mm.  Ikelenge, Mwinilunga dist., Zambia.  25 March, 1981.  A.J. & M.W. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]



Paracleros biguttulus.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 22mm.  Ikelenge, Mwinilunga dist., Zambia.  25 March, 1981.  A.J. & M.W. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Free-Town”.

Diagnosis: Differs from Acleros sangoanus in the following respects: slightly larger; upperside darker; hindwing upperside with a broader white outer margin; hindwing underside markings better developed (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Freetown (TL).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a); Rumpi Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Kikuru Forest (abundant); Minziro Forest (common) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Mpongwe (Heath et al., 2002).

Common name: Common dusky dart.

Habitat: Forest, including somewhat degraded habitat (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is by far the commonest member of the genus (Larsen, 2005a).  Individuals fly low down, in places where there is shade and grass (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Paracleros maesseni Berger, 1978

Paracleros maesseni Berger, 1978.  Lambillionea 78: 14 (6-15).

Type locality: Ghana: “Likpe”.

Distribution: Ghana, Nigeria (Cross River loop).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Likpe (TL); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a); Nkawkaw (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a)

Common name: Maessen’s dusky dart.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Paracleros placidus (Plötz, 1879)

Apaustus placidus Plötz, 1879.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 360 (353-364).

Type locality: Ghana: “Aburi”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Tiassale (Larsen, 2005a); Bossematie (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Aburi (TL); Owabi (Larsen, 2005a); Bia (Larsen, 2005a); Boabeng-Fiema (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Western dusky dart.

Habitat: Grassy, shady areas in forest in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Both sexes fly low down (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Paracleros sangoanus (Carcasson, 1964)

Acleros sangoanus Carcasson, 1964.  Journal of the East Africa Natural History Society & Coryndon Museum 24 (4): 71 (67-72).

Synonym of Paracleros biguttulus (Mabille, 1890).  Berger, 1978.

Acleros sangoanus Carcasson, 1964.  Congdon & Collins, 1998: 20.

Paracleros sangoanus (Carcasson, 1964).  Collins et al., 2003: 104.

Type locality: Uganda: “Katera, Sango Bay, Masaka”.

Diagnosis: Can be distinguished from all other members of the genus on the hindwing underside: from costa to vein 6 ground colour pale gray with slight brownish dusting; rest of wing light vinaceous brown, overlaid with white scales.  Other species with hindwing underside uniformly black, uniformly and heavily dusted with grey scales (Collins et al., 2003).

Distribution: Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Sango Bay, Katera (TL).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest (uncommon) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: As for A. nigrapex (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Paracleros staudei Collins & Larsen, 2000

Paracleros staudei Collins & Larsen, 2000.  Metamorphosis 11 (2): 69 (57-75).

Type locality: Kenya: “Kenya, Kakamega [Forest]  (African Butterly Research Institute coll. et leg. [by unnamed collector]”.  Described from two males.

Distribution: Kenya (west).  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Paracleros substrigata (Holland, 1893)

Acleros substrigata Holland, 1893.  Entomological News 5: 28 (26-31).

Synonym of P. placidus (Plötz, 1879).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Paracleros substrigata (Holland, 1893).  Collins & Larsen, 2000: 70.

Type locality: Ghana: Volta Region.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Bossematie (Larsen, 2005a); Banco (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Bia (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Berger’s dusky dart.

Habitat: Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: An uncommon skipper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
overlaeti Berger, 1978 (as sp. of Paracleros).  Lambillionea 78: 12 (6-15).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Katanga, Kapanga”. [Given as a good species in Ackery et al., 1995, but synonymised with P. substrigata (Holland) by Collins & Larsen, 2000 (Metamorphosis 11 (2): 70 (57-75)).]
Genus Osphantes Holland, 1896
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 46 (2-107).
Type-species: Plastingia ogowena Mabille, by original designation.

A monobasic Afrotropical genus.

*
Osphantes ogowena (Mabille, 1891)

Plastingia ogowena Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 121 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).

Type locality: Gabon: “Ogowé”.

Distribution:  Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia.

Common name: Lobed skipper.

Habitat: Wetter forest in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A very rare skipper throughout its range (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Osphantes ogowena ogowena (Mabille, 1891)

Plastingia ogowena Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 121 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).

Type locality: Gabon: “Ogowé”.

Distribution:  Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Seredou (Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Moyamba (Larsen, 2005a); Bumbuna (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Agboville (Larsen, 2005a); Yeale (Larsen, 2005a); Banco (Larsen, 2005a); Azagny (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Konongo (Larsen, 2005a); Assin Foso (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – near Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Agege (Larsen, 2005a); Warri (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a).

Gabon – Ogove (TL).
Osphantes ogowena lulua Evans, 1956

Osphantes ogawena [sic] lulua Evans, 1956.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 8: 884 (881-885).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Belgian Congo”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Zambia.

Note: Larsen (2005a) doubts whether lulua deserves even subspecfic status.
Genus Acleros Mabille, 1886
In Grandidier, [1885-7].  Histoire, Physique, Naturelle et Politique de Madagascar 19: pl.54 (18 [1887]: 364 pp.; 19 [1885]: 55pls).
Type-species: Cyclopides leucopyga Mabille, by monotypy.

An Afrotropical genus of nine to seven species.

*
Acleros bibundica Strand, 1913

Acleros bibundica Strand, 1913.  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.12.): 46 (30-84).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Kamerun, Bibundi”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
displacidus Rebel, 1914 (as sp. of Acleros).  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 28: 272 (219-294).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Urwalde bei Moera und Ukaika”.
*
Acleros leucopyga (Mabille, 1877)

Cyclopides leucopyga Mabille, 1877.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (5) 7: 72 (71-73).

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar (south and south-west).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Acleros mackenii (Trimen, 1868)

Pamphila mackenii Trimen, 1868.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1868: 95 (69-96).
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Acleros mackenii mackenii.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Cintsa East, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; 20-31 December, 2001; M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
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Acleros mackenii mackenii.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Peace Cottage, Natal.  9.x.43.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2842).

Type locality: South Africa: “D’Urban”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Distribution: Guinea, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Swaziland.

Common name: Macken’s dart; Macken’s dusky skipper.

Habitat: Forest and coastal bush.  Mostly found in very wet areas or in dense undergrowth on the banks of streams (Pringle et al., 1994).  It can survive in fairly markedly degraded forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Usually not common but, at times, it may be numerous (Larsen, 2005a).  Mostly frequents forest edges and clearings where it flies low down, settling on the leaves of plants in the undergrowth.  It also often settles on long grass blades in forest glades (Pringle et al., 1994).  It flies slowly and is not very active.  Both sexes feed from flowers in the undergrowth.  Males are also known to imbibe fluids from bird droppings.  Males establish territories on the forest edge or in clearings.

Flight period: All year.

Early stages:

Clark, in Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 258; plate 27 [as Acleros mackenii; Durban, KwaZulu-Natal].

Larval food:

Acridocarpus longifolius (Malpighiaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325; Heath, et al., 2002: 14].
Acridocarpus smeathmanni (Malpighiaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 162].

Bridelia micrantha (Euphorbiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 14].

Combretum molle (Combretaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 14].

Fabaceae [Larsen, 1991].

Quisqualis species (Combretaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 14].

Rhus coriarius (Anacardiaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325].

Terminalia species (Combretaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 14].


Acleros mackenii mackenii (Trimen, 1868)

Pamphila mackenii Trimen, 1868.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1868: 95 (69-96).
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Acleros mackenii mackenii.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Cintsa East, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; 20-31 December, 2001; M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
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Acleros mackenii mackenii.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Peace Cottage, Natal.  9.x.43.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2842).

Type locality: South Africa: “D’Urban”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Distribution: Malawi?, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Solwezi; Mufulira; Kalulushi; Mpongwe; Luangwa Valley; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Victoria Falls (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Woodbush (Swanepoel, 1953); Houtbosdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Louis Trichardt (Swanepoel, 1953); Entabeni Forest (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Sabie (Swanepoel, 1953); Graskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelspoort Nature Reserve (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Oribi Gorge (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Isipingo (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Karkloof (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

nyassicola Strand, 1921 (as sp. of Acleros).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 86 (A.7.): 153 (113-171).  “Nyassa, Britisch Ost-Afrika”.
denia Evans, 1937 (as wet-season f. of Acleros mackenii).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 118 (212 pp.).  South Africa: “Natal”.

Acleros mackenii olaus (Plötz, 1884)

Apaustus olaus Plötz, 1884.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 45: 156 (151-166).

Synonym of Acleros mackenii (Trimen, 1868).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Acleros mackenii olaus (Plötz, 1884).  Larsen, 2005a: 510.
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Loango”.
Distribution: Guinea, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic Congo, Sudan (south), Rwanda, Burundi.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Wli Falls (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).


Acleros mackenii instabilis Mabille, 1890

Acleros instabilis Mabille, 1890.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 9: 168 (149-150, 155-156, 167-169, 183-184).

Synonym of Acleros mackenii (Trimen, 1868).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Acleros mackenii instabilis Mabille, 1890.  Larsen, 2005a: 511.
Type locality: Tanzania: “Zanguebar”.
Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Ethiopia.

Specific localities:

*
Acleros neavei Evans, 1937

Acleros neavei Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 117 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Ngusi River, Unyoro, 3,000 ft”.

Distribution: Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo (east - Ituri district), Tanzania (eastern shore of Lake Tanganyika).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Acleros nigrapex Strand, 1913

Acleros nigrapex Strand, 1913.  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.12.): 47 (30-84).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Alen”.

Distribution: Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest (uncommon to rare) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Common name: Powdered dusky skipper.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Not a common species of skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  Usually found flying, near the ground, along forest paths and in forest clearings.  Often noted feeding from small flowers.  It appears to favour more shady places than do A. mackenii and A. ploetzi (Congdon & Collins, 1998).  The flight is also weaker than that of A. mackenii (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
pulverana Strand, 1913 (as sp. of Acleros).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.12.): 47 (30-84).  Cameroon: “Alen”.
minusculus Rebel, 1914 (as sp. of Acleros).  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 28: 272 (219-294).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Urwalde bei Mawambi”.
*
Acleros ploetzi Mabille, 1890

Acleros ploetzi Mabille, 1890.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 9: 168 (149-150, 155-156, 167-169, 183-184).
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Acleros ploetzei.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Bomponi, Vumba, S. R.  18:6:61.  D.M. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2841).

Type locality: Ghana: “Aburi”.

Diagnosis: Differs from A. mackenii on the forewing underside, which is broadly white along the inner margin (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Camroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west and coast), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Dakar (Larsen, 2005a); Cap Vert (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Dondo; Xiluvo (Pennington and Cookson); Amatongas Forest (Pringle, et al., 1994); Musapa River Forest; Salone Forest (Pinhey).

Zimbabwe – Bomponi, below the Vumba Mountains (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Ploetz’s dart; Ploetz’s dusky skipper.

Habitat: Forest, including secondary growth (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Similar to those of A. mackenii (Pringle et al., 1994).  It is an unobtrusive little skipper that spends much of the time resting on green leaves but may be seen also at flowers (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: July-August and, again from February to May (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Vigna unguiculata (Fabaceae) [Vuattoux (Ivory Coast)].
leucopygus Plötz, 1879 (as sp. of Apaustus).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 360 (353-364).  Ghana: “Aburi”; Cameroon?: “bei Victoria”.  [Invalid; junior secondary homonym of Acleros leucopyga (Mabille), 1877 [Hesperiidae].]
*
Acleros sparsum Druce, 1909

Acleros sparsum Druce, 1909.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1909: 410 (406-413).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja River, Cameroons, 2000 feet”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (east - Ituri Forest).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Semalea Holland, 1896
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 64 (2-107).
Type-species: Hesperia pulvina Plötz, by original designation.

[According to Ackery, et al., 1995:107 the description of the nominal species Semalea scapa Evans (1937) from Cameroon is based on a mislabelled specimen of Paphias dictys Godman & Salvin from the Neotropical Region.]

An Afrotropical genus of five species.

Larsen (2005a: 512) considers proxima (Plötz, 1886) [Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 47: 95 (83-117)] to be a nomen dubium.  Ackery et al. (1995) gave bauri (Plötz, 1886) [TL Ghana: “Aburi”; Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 47: 98 (83-117)] as a synonym of proxima.  The latter taxon was not mentioned by Larsen (2005a); its status is therefore uncertain.

*
Semalea arela (Mabille, 1891)

Hypoleucis arela Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 69 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).
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Semalea arela.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Amatongas, Moc.  18.vii.1959.  D.M. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2845).

Type locality: Gabon.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (north), Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Victoria (Mabille, 1891); Alen (Strand, 1913); Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia: Ikelenge; Solwezi; Mufulira; Samfya; Mbala (Heath et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Dondo Forest (Pennington and Cookson); Amatongas Forest; Gorongoza (Pinhey).

Zimbabwe – Mount Selinda (Pennington).

Common name: Arela dart; arela skipper; brown silky skipper.

Habitat: Forest, including drier forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Flies only in the morning except when it is cloudy and warm, when it may fly later in the day.  Frequently settles on grass, in sunlit spots (Pringle et al., 1994).  It generally flies lower down, and is seen in more open places, than its congeners (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: All year (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Zingiber species (Zingiberaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 245].

Aframomum species (Zingiberaceae) [Condamin, teste Larsen, 2005a (Basse Casamance, Senegal); Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast); Zambia (Larsen, 2005a)].

Pennisetum species (Poaceae) [Real, teste Condamin mss (Larsen, 2005a); doubtful (Larsen, 2005a)].

Setaria species (Poaceae) [Real, teste Condamin mss (Larsen, 2005a); doubtful (Larsen, 2005a)].

Panicum species (Poaceae) [Real, teste Condamin mss (Larsen, 2005a); doubtful (Larsen, 2005a)].

nox Mabille, 1891 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 168 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).  Cameroon: “Victoria”.
atimus Holland, 1896 (Nomen nudem).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 68 (2-107).
defectula Strand, 1913 (as ab. of Baoris arela).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.12.): 51 (30-84).  Cameroon: “Alen”.
*
Semalea atrio (Mabille, 1891)

Cobalus atrio Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 82 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Camaroons”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Tiwai Island (Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Nimba area (Larsen, 2005a); Abidjan area (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Bia (Larsen, 2005a); Kofuridia (Larsen, 2005a); Kumasi (Larsen, 2005a); Sunyani (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Okomu (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest (uncommon) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Common name: Small silky skipper.

Habitat: Primary forest.

Habits: A rare skipper, throughout its range (Larsen, 2005a).  Flies low down, on forest margins, along forest paths, and in clearings in the forest (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Semalea kola Evans, 1937

Semalea kola Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 122 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Ikom (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bitje (TL).

Common name: Evans’ silky skipper.

Habitat: Probably only in wet forest in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a very rare skipper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Semalea pulvina (Plötz, 1879)

Hesperia pulvina Plötz, 1879.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 353 (353-364).
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Semalea pulvina.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Laurenceville, Vumba, S. R.  22.10.1964.  D.M. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2844).

Type locality: Ghana: “Aburi”.

Diagnosis: Characterized on the hindwing upperside by the presence of a large, shiny black band (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (north), Mozambique, Zimbabwe (eastern border).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Aburi (TL).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Chingola; Mufulira; Luongo River; Lumangwe Falls; Kasama; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Vila Gouveia (Pringle, et al., 1994); Gorongoza (Pinhey).

Zimbabwe – Chimanimani; Chirinda Forest; Mwenezi River (Pinhey).

Common name: Silky dart; silky skipper; branded silky skipper.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: This is the most common member of the genus Semalea (Larsen, 2005a).  It is active in the morning, apparently disappearing by midday.  Numbers of specimens have been noted feeding on blossoms of the water berry tree (Syzygium cordatum) (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Normally flies on the edges and on paths in forest.  It perches on leaves and has a strong flight (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: August-September and February to May (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Siphonochilus aethiopicus (Schweinf.) B.L. Burtt (Zingiberaceae) [Pennington, in Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 196; as Kaempferia aethiopica (Zambia)].

Aframomum species (Zingiberaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].
ilias Plötz, 1879 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 355 (353-364).  Ghana: “Aburi”.
tenebricosa Plötz, 1882 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 43: 316 (314-344, 436-456).  [Invalid; introduced in synonymy and not subsequently made available.]
carbo Mabille, 1890 (as sp. of Cobalus).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 9: 169 (149-150, 155-156, 167-169, 183-184).  Sierra Leone: “Sierra-Leone”.
paucipunctata Bethune-Baker, 1908 (as sp. of Ceratrichia).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 2: 481 (469-482).  Uganda: “Toro, Kisindi Road”; Democratic Republic of Congo: “Makala”.
punctifera Strand, 1913 (as ab. of Baoris ilias).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.12.): 51 (30-84).  Cameroon: “Buea in Kamerun”.
*
Semalea sextilis (Plötz, 1886)

Hesperia sextilis Plötz, 1886.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 47: 89 (83-117).

Type locality: Ghana: “Aburi”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Aburi (TL).

Cameroon – Alen (Strand, 1913).

Common name: Dark silky skipper.

Habitat: Forest in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A relatively scarce skipper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
corvinus Mabille, 1890 (as sp. of Cobalus).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 9: 169 (149-150, 155-156, 167-169, 183-184).  Sierra Leone: “Sierra-Leone”.
pusillima Strand, 1913 (as ab. of Semalea noctula).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.12.): 52 (30-84).  Cameroon: “Unikum von Alen”.
Genus Hypoleucis Mabille, 1891
Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 69 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).
Type-species: Hypoleucis tripunctata Mabille, by subsequent designation (Watson, 1893.   Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1893: 82 (3-132).).

An Afrotropical genus of three species.

*
Hypoleucis ophiusa (Hewitson, 1866)

Hesperia ophiusa Hewitson, 1866.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 2: 497 (479-501).

Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Guinea – Conakry area (Larsen, 2005a); Nimbas (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Common costus skipper.

Habitat: Forest, including secondary growth (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: As its colloquial name suggests, this is a relatively common skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes fly low down along forest paths, in search of flowers, especially those of Costus and gingers (Larsen, 2005a).  Males are sometimes seen on bird-droppings (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Larsen, 2005a. (Obudu Town, Nigeria; October, 1996).


Larvae live in shelters constructed of rolled leaves and eat three quarters of the leaf before leaving the shelter.  Pupation is at the base of the leaf with the tail at the stem of the plant, without spinning the leaf together.  The pupal period was 10 days.

Larval food:

Costus species (Costaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].
Costus afer (Costaceae) [Larsen, 2005a (Obudu Town, Nigeria)].

Hypoleucis ophiusa ophiusa (Hewitson, 1866)

Hesperia ophiusa Hewitson, 1866.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 2: 497 (479-501).

Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Senegal, to Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mayoumbe).
Hypoleucis ophiusa ophir Evans, 1937

Hypoleucis ophiusa ophir Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 123 (212 pp.).
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Hypoleucis ophiusa ophir.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 34mm.  Zambezi rapids, Mwinilunga dist., Zambia.  9/X/2000.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Uganda.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (excluding the Mayoumbe area), Uganda, Tanzania (west), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia: Ikelenge; Kalungwishi River (Heath et al., 2002).
*
Hypoleucis sophia Evans, 1937

Hypoleucis sophia Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 124 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Issia (Larsen, 2005a); Sipilou (Larsen, 2005a); Yapo (Larsen, 2005a); Lamto (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Boi-Tano Forest (Larsen, 2005a); Bia (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Tano Ofin (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Aba (Larsen, 2005a); Mkpot, Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bitje (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Scarce costus skipper.

Habitat: Wetter forest in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a very rare skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens, on the rare occasions that they are encountered, are often feeding from flowers (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Sorghum arundinaceum (Poaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].
*
Hypoleucis tripunctata Mabille, 1891

Hypoleucis tripunctata Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 69 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).

Type locality: “Afrique Occidentale”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.


Recorded, in error, from Gambia (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Unmarked costus skipper.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Widespread but populations more scattered than those of H. ophiusa (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Aframomum latifolium (Zingiberaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].
Aframomum sceptrum (Zingiberaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].
Hypoleucis tripunctata tripunctata Mabille, 1891

Hypoleucis tripunctata Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 69 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).

Type locality: “Afrique Occidentale”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Bia (Larsen, 2005a); Wli Falls (Larsen, 2005a).

Togo – Bismarckburg (Karsch, 1893).
titanota Karsch, 1893 (as sp. of Hypoleucis).  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 38: 254 (1-266).  Togo: “Bismarckburg”.
Hypoleucis tripunctata draga Evans, 1937

Hypoleucis tripunctata draga Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 123 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Budongo Forest, Unyoro, 3,400 ft”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (central, east), Uganda.

Specific localities:

Uganda – Budongo Forest (TL).

Note: Larsen (2005a) is not convinced that draga is subspecifically distinct from tripunctata.
Hypoleucis tripunctata truda Evans, 1937

Hypoleucis tripunctata truda Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 123 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bitje (TL).

Note: Larsen (2005a) is not convinced that truda is subspecifically distinct from tripunctata.
Genus Meza Hemming, 1939
Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 8: 39 (39).
Type-species: Hesperia meza Hewitson, by original designation.

= Gastrochaeta Holland, 1893.  Entomological News 5: 28 (26-31).  Type-species: Gastrochaeta mabillei Holand, by monotypy.  [Invalid: junior homonym of Gastrochaeta Dujardin, 1841.]

An Afrotropical genus of nine species.  Species other than the type species of the genus appear to be biologically different and may require a genus of their own (Larsen, 2005a: 514).

*
Meza banda (Evans, 1937)

Gastrochaeta banda Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 126 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (central).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bitje (TL).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kasai (Ackery et al., 1995).

Common name: Dark three-spot missile.

Habitat: Forest and mature secondary growth (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: They have been seen at flowers together with M. mabillei (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Meza cybeutes (Holland, 1894)

Gastrochaeta cybeutes Holland, 1894.  Entomological News 5: 94 (89-95).

Type locality: Gabon: “Valley of the Ogové”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Common name: Drab three-spot missile.

Habitat: Forest, including somewhat degraded forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Generally uncommon but at certain times in certain places it may be common (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Dichapetalum guineense (Dichapetalaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].
Meza cybeutes cybeutes (Holland, 1894)

Gastrochaeta cybeutes Holland, 1894.  Entomological News 5: 94 (89-95).

Type locality: Gabon: “Valley of the Ogové”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east?), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (central).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Alen (Strand, 1913).

Gabon – Ogove Valley (TL).
tessmanni Strand, 1913 (as sp. of Gorgyra).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.12.): 48 (30-84).  Cameroon: “Alen”.
Meza cybeutes pallida (Evans, 1937)

Gastrochaeta cybeutes pallida Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 127 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congo (Ituri, Lowa)”; Uganda: “Buamba, Budongo, Mabira and Tero forests”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Lowa, Ituri (TL).

Uganda – Buamba Forest (Evans, 1937); Budongo Forest (Evans, 1937); Mabira Forest (Evans, 1937); Tero Forest (Evans, 1937).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest, especially Kere Hill (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
pallida Holland, 1896 (as var. of Gastrochaeta cybeutes).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of L ondon 1896: 39 (2-107).  No locality given.
Meza cybeutes volta Miller, 1971

Meza cybeutes volta Miller, 1971.  Bulletin of the Allyn Museum (2): 7 (17 pp.).

Type locality: Ghana: “Likpe”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (?west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Labe (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Likpe (TL).
*
Meza elba (Evans, 1937)
Gastrochaeta elba Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 126 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Labe (Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Loma Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Adiopodoume (Larsen, 2005a); Banco (Larsen, 2005a); Yapo (Larsen, 2005a); Tai (Larsen, 2005a); Mount Peko (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Bia (Larsen, 2005a); Akosombo Dam (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – near Lagos (Larsen et al., 1980); Benin (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bitje (TL).

Common name: Light brown missile.

Habitat: 

Habits: A rare skipper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Meza indusiata (Mabille, 1891)

Hypoleucis indusiata Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 113 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Victoria”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Lamto (Vuattoux, 1999).

Ghana – Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a); Kissi (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Victoria (TL); Duala (Strand, 1914).

Common name: Snowy missile.

Habitat: Forests of all types, from wet to dry (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A rather scarce skipper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Hugonia platysepala (Linaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].
kasai Druce, 1909 (as sp. of Acleros).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1909: 410 (406-413).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Upper Kasai District, Congo Free State”.
dualensis Strand, 1914 (as ab. of Acleros kasai).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 80  (A.2.): 160 (139-161).  Cameroon: “Duala”.
*
Meza larea (Neave, 1910)

Parnara larea Neave, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 81 (2-86).
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Meza larea.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Ikelenge, Zambia.  22 December, 1983.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Zambia: “east shore of Lake Bangweolo”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Tanzania (west), Malawi, Zambia (north).


Recorded, in error, from West Africa by Lindsey & Miller, 1965 (Larsen, 2005a: 515).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Mwinilunga; mid-Lunga River; Kitwe; Ndola; Luanshya; east shore of Lake Bangweulu (TL); Chambesi Valley; Luangwa Valley (Heath et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
hias Strand, 1921 (as ab. of Chapra mathias).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 86 (A.7.): 162 (113-171).  “Nyassa, Britisch Ost-Afrika”.
*
Meza leucophaea (Holland, 1894)

Parnara leucophaea Holland, 1894.  Entomological News 5: 93 (89-95).

Type locality: Gabon: “Valley of the Ogové”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon.

Common name: Margined missile.

Habitat: Forest, including drier forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce species of skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  Usually encountered on forest edges and in forest clearings or in dry forest (Larsen, 2005a).  Individuals were found feeding from the blossoms of a low-growing species of Pterocarpus in Bia N.P. by Larsen (2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Meza leucophaea leucophaea (Holland, 1894)

Parnara leucophaea Holland, 1894.  Entomological News 5: 93 (89-95).

Type locality: Gabon: “Valley of the Ogové”.

Distribution: Nigeria (extreme east), Cameroon, Gabon.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Gabon – Ogove Valley (TL).
Meza leucophaea bassa Lindsey & Miller, 1965

Meza leucophaea bassa Lindsey & Miller, 1965 in Fox, et al., 1965.  Memoirs of the American Entomological Society No. 19: 108 (438 pp.).

Type locality: Liberia: “Harbel (Marshall Terr.)”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (west).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Liberia – Harbel (TL).

Ghana – Bia N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Lagos (Larsen, 2005a).
*
Meza mabea (Holland, 1894)

Parnara mabea Holland, 1894.  Entomological News 5: 92 (89-95).

Type locality: Gabon: “valley of the Ogové”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon, near Labe (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Loma Mountains (C. Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Lamto (Vuattoux, 1999); Banco (C. Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kumasi (Larsen, 2005a).

Gabon – Ogove Valley (TL).

Common name: Dark brown missile.

Habitat: ?drier forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Appears to be very scarce in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Dalbergia heudelotti (Fabaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast) ; this record may actually refer to M. leucophaea (Larsen, 2005a)].

Dalbergia oblongifolia (Fabaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast) ; this record may actually refer to M. leucophaea (Larsen, 2005a)].

Baphia pubescens (Fabaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast) ; this record may actually refer to M. leucophaea (Larsen, 2005a)].

*
Meza mabillei (Holland, 1893)

Gastrochaeta mabillei Holland, 1893.  Entomological News 5: 28 (26-31).

Type locality: Gabon: “Valley of the Ogové”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Gabon.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nimbas (Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Loma Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Bereby (Larsen, 2005a); Banco (Larsen, 2005a); Tai (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a); Bia (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Gambari (Larsen, 2005a); Abo Mkpang in Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Gabon – Ogove Valley (TL).

Common name: Mabille’s three-spot missile.

Habitat: Forest in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce skipper.  Sometimes a few may be encountered together while feeding from flowers (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Meza meza (Hewitson, 1877)

Hesperia meza Hewitson, 1877.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 19: 79 (76-85).

Type locality: Angola.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivoty Coast – Lamto (Vuattoux, 1999).

Ghana – Aburi (Ploetz, 1879).

Togo – Bismarckburg (Karsch, 1893).

Nigeria – Anambara Creek (Lathy, 1903).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Common missile.

Habitat: Disturbed and successional forest; rare in wetter forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a common species that is regularly encountered.  It is by far the commonest species of Meza (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes come to flowers readily and are active both in the early morning and late afternoon (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Paspalum conjugatum (Poaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].
batea Plötz, 1879 (as sp. of Apaustus).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 359 (353-364).  Ghana: “Aburae”.
bubovi Karsch, 1893 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 38: 251 (1-266).  Togo: “Bismarckburg”.
varia Mabille; Holland, 1896 (as sp. of Gastrochaeta).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 38 (2-107). [Invalid; manuscript name introduced in synonymy.]
ogrugana Lathy, 1903 (as sp. of Baoris).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1903: 204 (183-206).  Nigeria: “Anambara Creek”.
Genus Paronymus Aurivillius, 1925
In Seitz, 1908-25.  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter:  520 (614 pp.).
Type-species: Hesperia ligora Hewitson, by subsequent designation (Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 127 (212 pp.).).

An Afrotropical genus of five species.

*
Paronymus budonga (Evans, 1938)

Gastrochaeta budonga Evans, 1938.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (11) 1: 312 (312-315).

Meza budonga (Evans, 1938).  Ackery et al., 1995: 109.

Paronymus budonga (Evans, 1938).  Larsen, in Congdon & Collins, 1998: 21.

Type locality: Uganda: “Budongo”.

Distribution: Uganda (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Budonga Forest (TL); Katera Forest (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest, especially Kere Hill (common) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Paronymus ligora (Hewitson, 1876)

Hesperia ligora Hewitson, 1876.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 18: 450 (449-457).

Type locality: Angola.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kumasi (Larsen, 2005a); Boabeng-Fiema (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Largest dart.

Habitat: Usually forest in good condition; occasionally in degraded habitat (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce species of skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  Males are usually found when perched on leaves along forest paths, 1.5 to 2 m above the ground (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
thersander Mabille, 1890 (as sp. of Carystus).  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 10: 30 (17-51).  Sierra Leone: “Sierra-Leone”.
*
Paronymus nevea (Druce, 1910)

Pardaleodes nevea Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 376 (356-378).
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Paronymus nevea.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Ikelenge, N.W. Province, Zambia.  5.III.77.  A. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Upper Kasai district, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Guinea, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nzerekore (Collenette teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Ankasa N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Afi River, Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002).

Common name: Scarce large dart.

Habitat: Primary forest in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A very rare skipper throughout its range (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Paronymus xanthias (Mabille, 1891)

Carystus xanthias Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 117 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Lagos”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia.

Common name: Yellow large dart.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: An uncommon skipper, usually met with in ones or twos (Larsen, 2005a).  Flies along forest paths, settling on low vegetation (Congdon & Collins, 1998).  When perched with closed wings it is easily mistaken for the much commoner Andronymus marina (Kielland, vide Congdon & Collins, 1998).  Males are usually found perching on leaves in dense forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Paronymus xanthias xanthias (Mabille, 1891)

Carystus xanthias Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 117 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Lagos”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Seredou (Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Loma Mountains (Larsen, 2005a); Freetown (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Tai (Larsen, 2005a); Nimbas (Larsen, 2005a); Abidjan area (Larsen, 2005a); Abengourou (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Lagos (TL); Olokemeji (Larsen, 2005a); Ilaro (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Paronymus xanthius kiellandi Congdon & Collins, 1998

Paronymus xanthius kiellandi Congdon & Collins, 1998.  In: Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: p.x (143 pp.) Abri and Lambillionea.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Bukoba, Bulembe, 23.ii.1993, J. Kielland”.  In ABRI, Nairobi.

Diagnosis: Differs from the nominate subspecies in the following respects: forewing upperside hyaline spots reduced and spot in space 3 higher than it is wide; hindwing upperside patch narrower (not extending into space 2); in male sex brands less evident; dorsal surface of abdomen dark (predominantly yellow in xanthias); hindwing underside marginal band wider and more obviously divided at 4 (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Uganda, Tanzania (north-west), Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest (uncommon in both) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Zambia: Lisombo; Kalene Hill (A. Gardiner) (Heath et al., 2002).

Note: Heath et al. (2002: 15) suggest that the Zambian material may represent an undescribed subspecies, distinct from kiellandi.
*
Paronymus xanthioides (Holland, 1892)

Pardaleodes xanthioides Holland, 1892.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 10: 290 (284-294).

Type locality: Gabon: “Valley of the Ogové River”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River lopp), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Ikom (Larsen, 2005a; 2 males).

Gabon – Ogove Valley (TL).

Common name: Littler large dart.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A rare forest skipper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Andronymus Holland, 1896
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 80 (2-107).
Type-species: Pamphila philander Hopffer, by original designation.

= Acromecis Mabille, 1904 in Mabille, 1903-4.  In: Wytsman, P.A.G., Genera Insectorum 17: 171 (210 pp.).  Type-species: Apaustus neander Plötz, by monotypy.

An Afrotropical genus of 10 species.

*
Andronymus bjornstadi Congdon, Kielland & Collins, 1998

Andronymus bjornstadi Congdon, Kielland & Collins, 1998.  In:  Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 21 (143 pp.) Abri and Lambillionea.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Kigoma, Tubira Forest, 1100m, 20.iv.1989. A. Bjornstad.”  Holotype to be deposited in the Natural History Museum, London.

Diagnosis: Closest to Andronymus helles and A. marina but hindwing upperside yellow area larger, costa yellow, and underside pattern different (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Tubiro Forest, Kigoma (Congdon & Collins, 1998).  Known only from two male specimens from the type locality.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Andronymus caesar (Fabricius, 1793)

Hesperia caesar Fabricius, 1793.  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 340 (488 pp.).

Type locality: [West Africa]: “Indiis”. [False locality.]

Diagnosis: Can be distinguished from its near relative A. neander by the conspicuous dark border on the underside of the hindwing (Pringle et al., 1994).

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa.

Common name: White dart; common dart.

Habitat: Forest, moist savanna and riverine bush, from sea level to 1 500 metres.

Habits: Not a particularly common species (Larsen, 2005a).  Prefers to keep to the undergrowth, rarely venturing into the open.  Strongly attracted to the flowers of herbaceous plants and shrubs.  The flight is relatively slow and it settles frequently with closed wings.  Migrations of this species have been recorded (Pringle et al., 1994).  Males establish territories in the undergrowth and are not known to hilltop.  Males are attracted to bird-droppings (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: All year.

Early stages:

Henning, S., & Henning, G., 1989: 158.

Larval food:

Afrormosia elata (Fabaceae) [Roberts, 1969].

Isoberlina doka (Fabaceae) [Roberts, 1969].

Pterocarpus milbraedi (Fabaceae) [Roberts, 1969].

Julbernardia globiflora (Benth.) Troupin (Fabaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 329].

Pericopsis angolensis (Bak.) Van Meeuwen (Fabaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 329].

Blighia unijugata Bak. (Sapindaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 329; Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].

Phialodiscus zambesiacus Radlk. (Sapindaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325].

Deinbollia species (Sapindaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, & Woodhall, 1997: 165].

Macrolobium coeruleum (Fabaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, & Woodhall, 1997: 165].

Berlinea grandiflora (Fabaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].

Detarium senegalense (Fabaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].
Blighia sapida (Sapindaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].
Andronymus caesar caesar (Fabricius, 1793)

Hesperia caesar Fabricius, 1793.  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 340 (488 pp.).

Type locality: [West Africa]: “Indiis”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (except east and south).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Dubreka (Larsen, 2005a); Nimba (Larsen, 2005a).
leander Plötz, 1879 (as sp. of Apaustus).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 360 (353-364).  Ghana: “Aburae”.
antonius Lindsey and Miller, 1965 in Fox, et al., 1965 (as sp. of Andronymus).  Memoirs of the American Entomological Society No. 19: 112 (438 pp.).  Liberia: “Ganta”.  Synonymized with A. caesar caesar (Fabricius, 1793) by Usher, 1980.  Discussed further by Larsen, 2005a.
Andronymus caesar philander (Hopffer, 1855)

Pamphila philander Hopffer, 1855.  Berichte über die zur Bekanntmachung geeigneten Verhandlungen der Königl. Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin 1855: 643 (639-643).
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Andronymus caesar philander.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Amatongas, Mozambique.  18.7.1952.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2847).

Type locality: Mozambique: “Mossambique”.  Syntype female in the Zoological Museum, Berlin.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east and south - Shaba), Sudan (south), Uganda, Kenya (east), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province – Pafuri, Mpumalanga – Blyde River Canyon).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; mid-Lunga River; Mufulira; Luanshya; Mpongwe (Heath et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Pafuri (Kloppers).
*
Andronymus evander (Mabille, 1890)

Carystus evander Mabille, 1890.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 10: 30 (17-51).

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Freetown”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Freetown (TL).

Common name: Ochreous dart.

Habitat: 

Habits: An uncommon butterfly that is usually met with singly while flitting about in dark places in forest (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens are also occasionally found at flowers on the edge of the forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

kelembaensis Strand, 1918 (as sp. of Pardaleodes).  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 12: 103 (101-104).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kelemba”.  Synonymized with A. evander (Mabille, 1890) by Evans, 1937.  Larsen (2005a: 519) inspected the type of this taxon in Tervuren and found that it is close to, possibly even a senior synonym of, Ceratrichia weberi Miller, 1964.
*
Andronymus fenestrella Bethune-Baker, 1908

Andronymus fenestrella Bethune-Baker, 1908.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 2: 481 (469-482).
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Andronymus fenestrella.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 31mm.  Mwinilunga dist., Zambia.  M. Heath.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Andronymus fenestrella.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 34mm.  North Mutundu River, Mufulira, Zambia.  4100 ft.  10-5-81.  M.A. Newport.  (Newport Collection).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Makala-Beni, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Malawi, Zambia (north).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Mufulira; Mpongwe; Kalungwishi River; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
alenica Strand, 1912 (as sp. of Pardaleodes).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.9.): 108 (92-111).  Cameroon: “Alen”.
*
Andronymus gander Evans, 1947

Andronymus gander Evans, 1947.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (11) 13: 647 (641-648).

Type locality: Uganda: “Bwamba, 2500 ft., Toro district”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda (west), Tanzania (north-east - Usambara Mountains).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Uganda – Bwamba (TL).

Common name: Migrant dart.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: This is a well-known migrant.  Fontaine (1988) reported on a migration in the DRC.  Larsen (1995), recounts his experiences with a migration of this species in Nigeria.  A migration of “A. neander” reported from Nigeria in 1986 (Ried et al., 1990) probably involved A. gander (Larsen, 2005a), as probably did a migration in Cameroon in 1916 (Larsen, 2005a).  Migrating individuals fly with amazing speed (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Andronymus helles Evans, 1937

Andronymus helles Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 131 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Common name: Lesser ochreous dart.

Habitat: Forest, including mature secondary growth (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A generally scarce species of dart (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Andronymus hero Evans, 1937

Andronymus hero Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 131 (212 pp.).
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Andronymus hero.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 34mm.  Nr San Pedro, Monogaga, Cote d’Ivoire.  23/vii/1996.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Moyamba”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania (west), Zambia (north-west and north-east).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Moyamba (TL).

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Misamfu River (Kasama) (Heath et al., 2002).

Common name: Scarce dart.

Habitat: Forest in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce skipper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Combretum cuspidum (Combretaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].
Anthonota macrophylla (Fabaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].
Anthonota crassifolia (Fabaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].
*
Andronymus marcus Usher, 1980

Andronymus marcus Usher, 1980.  Systematic Entomology 5: 297 (291-302).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja River”.

Distribution: Ghana, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (2005a: 519) believes that this taxon is either conspecific with A. hero or, at best, a subspecies of the latter.
*
Andronymus marina Evans, 1937

Andronymus marina Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 131 (212 pp.).
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Andronymus marina.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 31mm.  Kawambwa, Zambia.  12.IV.77.  A. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Uganda: “Tero Forest, S.E. Buddu, 3,800 ft”.

Distribution: Uganda (northern and western shores of Lake Victoria), Zambia (north-east).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Kawambwa (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: 

Baikiaea eminii (Caesalpiniaceae) [Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003; Minziro, Tanzania].

*
Andronymus neander (Plötz, 1884)

Apaustus neander Plötz, 1884.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 45: 154 (151-166).
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Andronymus neander neander.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 38mm.  Laurenceville, Vumba, S. R.  10:1:58.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2846).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Loango”.

Diagnosis: To differentiate from A. caesar see this species.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia (migrants only), South Africa (migrants only), Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999), Sao Tome and Principe.

Common name: Nomad dart; common dart; falcate dart.

Habitat: Moist woodland, forest margins and riparian vegetation, from sea level to 2 400 metres.

Habits: Usually found in ones and twos but occasionally there are massive population irruptions (Larsen, 2005a).  This species is strongly migratory.  In January, 1958 a huge east-to-west migration, lasting two weeks, was recorded near Mutare in Zimbabwe (Pringle et al., 1994).  Kielland (1990) records a large migration in Tanzania in February, 1984 that lasted two days.  It normally flies rapidly, from one to two metres above ground level.  It is very partial to flowers and has been noted on the flowers of aquatic plants as well as flowers on trees, high up.

Flight period: All year in warmer regions and September to April in regions with colder climates.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Brachystegia randii (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325].

Brachystegia spiciformis Benth. [Van Someren, 1974: 325].

Brachystegia boehmii Taub. (Fabaceae) [Paré, in Pringle et al., 1994: 329].

Afzelia africana (Fabaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].

Acridocarpus smeathmannii (Malpighiaceae) [Heath et al., 2002: 15].
Andronymus neander neander (Plötz, 1884)

Apaustus neander Plötz, 1884.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 45: 154 (151-166).
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Andronymus neander neander.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 38mm.  Laurenceville, Vumba, S. R.  10:1:58.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2846).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Loango”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia (migrants only - north), South Africa (migrants only – Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal), Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon et al., 2001).
Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Mufulira; Ndola; Kitwe; Lumangwe Falls; Mbala (Heath et al., 2002).

Namibia – Okaukuejo (Pringle et al., 1994).

Limpopo Province – Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953); Vivo (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Letaba – Bellevue (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Gundani.

Gauteng – Vaal Dam (Swanepoel, 1953); Heidelberg (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Coast (Clark and Dickson); Greytown (Pennington); Empangeni (Pennington); Ngoye Forest (Pennington).
producta Trimen & Bowker, 1889 (as sp. of Ancyloxypha).  South-African Butterflies: a monograph of the extra-tropical species 3 Papilionidae and Hesperidae: 334 (438 pp.). London.  South Africa: “Kimberley”; Mozambique: “Delagoa Bay”.
torosa Evans, 1947 (as ssp. of Andronymus neander).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (11) 13: 647 (641-648).  Uganda: “Bwamba, Toro District”.  [Syn. n. Ackery, et al., 1995:111]
Andronymus neander thomasi Riley, 1928

Andronymus thomasi Riley, 1928.  Entomologist 61: 64 (64-65).

Type locality: Sao Tome and Principe: “Sao Thomé”.

Distribution: Sao Tome and Principe.
Genus Malaza Mabille, 1904
In Mabille, 1903-4.  In: Wytsman, P.A.G., Genera Insectorum 17: 95 (210 pp.).
Type-species: Cyclopides catocalinus Mabille, by subsequent designation (Lindsey, 1925.   Annals of the Entomological Society of America 18: 91 (75-106).).

= Manarina Mabille, 1904 in Mabille, 1903-4.  In: Wytsman, P.A.G., Genera Insectorum 17: 95-96 (210 pp.).  Type-species: Trapezites fastuosus Mabille, by subsequent designation (Lindsey, 1925.   Annals of the Entomological Society of America 18: 96 (75-106).).

An Afrotropical genus of three species, all from Madagascar.

*
Malaza carmides (Hewitson, 1868)

Cyclopides carmides Hewitson, 1868 in Hewitson, 1867-8.  Descriptions of one hundred new species of Hesperidae [sic]: 41 (56 pp.). London.

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar (excluding south).

Habitat: Forest, secondary forest and forest margins (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
catocalinus Mabille, 1878 (as sp. of Cyclopides).  Petites Nouvelles Entomologiques 2: 285 (285).  Madagascar.
*
Malaza empyreus (Mabille, 1878)

Cyclopides empyreus Mabille, 1878.  Petites Nouvelles Entomologiques 2: 285 (285).

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar (Ile Sainte Marie and Sakavalona).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Malaza fastuosus (Mabille, 1884)

Trapezites fastuosus Mabille, 1884.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 28: 186 (184-191).

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar (west coast, Fito, Rogez Forest).

Habitat: Unknown (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Perrotia Oberthür, 1916
Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 240 (177-244).
Type-species: Perrotia albiplaga Oberthür, by subsequent designation (Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 136 (212 pp.).).

=Miraja Evans, 1937
A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 6, 133 (212 pp.).
Type-species: Trapezites varians Oberthür, by original designation.

Synonmized with Perrotia by Lees et al. (2003).

An Afrotropical genus of 13 species, all from Madagascar.  Members of the genus are apparently associated with bamboos (Lees et al., 2003).
*
Perrotia albiplaga Oberthür, 1916

Perrotia albiplaga Oberthür, 1916.  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 240 (177-244).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Fénérive-Est”.

Distribution: Madagascar (north, east).

Habitat: Unknown (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
albimacula Oberthür, 1916 (as sp. of Perrotia).  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 240 (177-244).  Madagascar: “Antakares (Isokitra à Diégo-Suarez)”.
teresina Oberthür, 1923 (as sp. of Perrotia).  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 21: 130 (119-155).  Madagascar: “Madagascar, forêt de Rogez, entre Tananarive et la Côte orientale de l’ile”.
*
Perrotia eximia (Oberthür, 1923)

Trapezites eximia Oberthür, 1923.  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 21: 132 (119-155).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascar; Mahasoabe, S.E. de Fianarantsoa”.

Distribution: Madagascar (central).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Perrotia gillias (Mabille, 1878)

Pamphila gillias Mabille, 1878.  Petites Nouvelles Entomologiques 2: 285 (285).

Type locality: Madagascar.  The holotype may have come from Nosy Be, as implied by Viette (1956: 61).

Distribution: Madagascar (east, Nossy-Bé).

Habitat: Forest  (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
gala Evans, 1937 (as sp. of Perrotia).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 138 (212 pp.).  Madagascar.  Known only from the holotype (female).  Synonymized with gillias by Lees et al. (2003).
epimalchus Oberthür, 1916 (as sp. of Trapezites).  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 237 (177-244).  Madagascar: “Fito”.
*
Perrotia kingdoni (Butler, 1879)

Trapezites? kingdoni Butler, 1879.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 4: 232 (227-246).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Antananarivo”.

Distribution: Madagascar (central).

Habitat: Forest  (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
perroti Oberthür, 1916 (as sp. of Trapezites).  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 236 (177-244).  Madagascar: “Fianarantsoa”.
*
Perrotia malchus (Mabille, 1879)

Cyclopides malchus Mabille, 1879 [1877?].  Bulletin de la Société Philomathique de Paris (7) 3: 134 (132-144).

Type locality: [Madagascar].

Distribution: Madagascar (north, central).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
apostrophia Oberthür, 1916 (as sp. of Trapezites).  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 239 (177-244).  Madagascar: “Fianarantsoa”.
*
Perrotia flora (Oberthür, 1923)

Trapezites flora Oberthür, 1923.  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 21: 131 (119-155).

Perrotia flora (Oberthür, 1923).  Lees et al. (2003) comb. nov.
Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascar; forêt de Rogez”.

Distribution: Madagascar (north and east).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Perrotia howa (Mabille, 1876)

Cyclopides howa Mabille, 1876.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (5) 5: 215 (213-215).

Perrotia howa (Mabille, 1876).  Lees et al. (2003) comb. nov.
Type locality: Madagascar.  [ex interiori, parte insulae (Lees et al., 2003).]

Distribution: Madagascar (central, east, Nossy-Bé).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Perrotia ismael (Oberthür, 1916)

Trapezites ismael Oberthür, 1916.  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 239 (177-244).

Perrotia ismael (Oberthür, 1916).  Lees et al. (2003) comb. nov.
Type locality: Madagascar: “les forêts d’Antsianaka”.

Distribution: Madagascar (east).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Perrotia ochracea (Evans, 1937)

Miraja ochracea Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 134 (212 pp.).

Perrotia ochracea (Evans, 1937).  Lees et al. (2003) comb. nov.
Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascar (St. Marie, Rogez Forest)”.

Distribution: Madagascar (east, Ile Sainte Marie).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
ochracea Oberthür, 1916 (as f. of Trapezites varians).  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 238 (177-244).  Madagascar.
pallida Aurivillius, 1925 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as f? of Trapezites varians).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 559 (614 pp.).  Madagascar.
*
Perrotia paroechus (Mabille, [1887])

Trapezites paroechus Mabille, 1887 in Grandidier, [1885-7].  Histoire, Physique, Naturelle et Politique de Madagascar: 334 (18 [1887]: 364 pp.; 19 [1885]: 55 pls).

Perrotia paroechus (Mabille, 1887).  Lees et al. (2003) comb. nov.
Type locality: Madagascar: “nord-est de Madagascar”.

Distribution: Madagascar (central, east, north-east).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Perrotia silvestralis (Viette, 1956)

Miraja silvestralis Viette, 1956.  Faune de Madagascar (3): 55 (85 pp.).

Perrotia silvestralis (Viette, 1956).  Lees et al. (2003) comb. nov.
Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascar Nord; Pays des Antankara”.

Distribution: Madagascar (north - Antankara region).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

hova Mabille, 1887 in Grandidier, [1885-7] (as sp. of Trapezites).  Histoire, Physique, Naturelle et Politique de Madagascar: 335, pl. 53 (18 [1887]: 364 pp.; 19 [1885]: 55 pls). [Misidentification and subsequent misspelling of howa (Mabille).]
*
Perrotia sylvia (Evans, 1937)

Miraja sylvia Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 135 (212 pp.).

Perrotia sylvia (Evans, 1937).  Lees et al. (2003) comb. nov.
Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascar (Rogez Forest, Antakares)”.

Distribution: Madagascar (north, east).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
sida Evans, 1937 (as sp. of Miraja).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 135 (212 pp.).  Madagascar.  Known from a single male (the holotype).  Synonymized with P. sylvia by Lees et al. (2003).
*
Perrotia varians (Oberthür, 1916)

Trapezites varians Oberthür, 1916.  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 238 (177-244).

Perrotia varians (Oberthür, 1916).  Lees et al. (2003) comb. nov.
Type locality: Madagascar.  [Sainte-Marie, Isokitra (Diego-Suarez), a Fito, a Fianarantsoa (Lees et al., 2003).]

Distribution: Madagascar (east).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
brunnea Oberthür, 1916 (as f. of Trapezites varians).  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 238 (177-244).  Madagascar.
Genus Ploetzia Saalmüller, 1884
Abhandungen hrsg. Von der Senskenbergischen Naturforschenden Gesellschaft 17: 115 (1-246).
Type-species: Hesperia amygdalis Mabille, by monotypy.

= Systole Mabille, 1885 in Grandidier, [1885-7].  Histoire, Physique, Naturelle et Politique de Madagascar: pl. 51 (18 [1887]: 364 pp.; 19 [1885]: 55pls).  Type-species: Hesperia amygdalis Mabille, by monotypy.  [Invalid; junior homonym of Systole Walker, 1832, and junior objective synonym of Ploetzia Saalmüller, 1884 (Abhandungen hrsg. Von der Senskenbergischen Naturforschenden Gesellschaft 17: 1-246).]

A monobasic Afrotropical genus endemic to Madagascar.  This genus belongs to a clade of Hesperiidae whose larvae feed on the leaves of palms belonging to the family Arecaceae and on the leaves of Strelitziaceae.  Genera from the African mainland that belong to this clade are Zophopetes Mabille, 1904, Moltena Evans, 1937, and Chondrolepis Mabille, 1904 (De Jong, 1986).

*
Ploetzia amygdalis (Mabille, 1877)

Hesperia amygdalis Mabille, 1877.  Bulletin de la Société Zoologique de France 2: 234 (214-240).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Nossi-Bé [Nosy Be]; Madagascar”.

Distribution: Madagascar (north, north-east).

Habitat: Forest and anthropogenic environments (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: 

Coconut palms (Arecaceae) [Viette, 1956].

madagascariensis Staudinger; Mabille, 1887 in Grandidier, [1885-7] (as sp. of Proteides).  Histoire, Physique, Naturelle et Politique de Madagascar: 330 (18 [1887]: 364 pp.; 19 [1885]: 55 pls). [Invalid; introduced in synonymy.]
Genus Moltena Evans, 1937
A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 139 (212 pp.).
Type-species: Proteides fiara Butler, by original designation.

A monobasic Afrotropical genus from southern Africa.

*
Moltena fiara (Butler, 1870)

Proteides fiara Butler, 1870.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1870: 503 (485-520).

Type locality: South Africa: “Kaffraria”.  Holotype (female) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Distribution: Mozambique (south), South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Mozambique – Maputo (Pringle, et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Isipingo (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Stanger (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Port Alfred (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Kei Mouth (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Strelitzia nightfighter; banana-tree nightfighter.

Habitat: Coastal forest, wherever its larval host-plant is found.

Habits: Normally flies in the evening but may occasionally be seen on the wing on dull overcast days.  The flight is very fast and the white antennae are a noticeable feature in the gloom.  Both sexes feed from flowers at dusk.  Males establish territories near the larval host-plants and make a distinct clicking sound when flying.  During the day adults rest inside a rolled up leaf of the host-plant (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year, with peak emergences from August to October and January to April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Murray, 1932: 584.

Clark, in Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 260; plate 28 [as Moltena fiara; Port St Johns, Eastern Cape].

Pringle, et al., 1994: 329.

Larval food:

Wild banana [Swanepoel, 1953: 282].

Strelitzia nicolai Regel and Koern. (Strelitziaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 196].
natalica Plötz, 1882 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 43: 314 (314-344, 436-456).  [Invalid; introduced in synonymy.]
Genus Chondrolepis Mabille, 1904
In Mabille, 1903-4.  In: Wytsman, P.A.G., Genera Insectorum 17: 170 (210 pp.).
Type-species: Pamphila murga Mabille, by monotypy.

= Chioneigia Heron, 1909.  Transactions of the Zoological Society of London 19: 172 (141-178).  Type-species: Chioneigia leggei Heron, by original designation.

A montane Afrotropical genus of seven species.  Generic review by de Jong, 1986.

*
Chondrolepis cynthia Evans, 1936

Chondrolepis cynthia Evans, 1936 in Audeoud, 1936.  Bulletin de la Société Lépidoptérologique de Genève 7: 185 (184-187).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “forêt de Bugoi, Kivu occidental, 2600 m”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda (south-west).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Chondrolepis leggei (Heron, 1909)

Chioneigia leggei Heron, 1909.  Transactions of the Zoological Society of London 19: 173 (141-178).

Type locality: Uganda: “Mubuku Valley, E. Ruwenzori”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda, Kenya (west).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Chondrolepis nero Evans, 1937

Chondrolepis nero Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 140 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Kumbo, 5,500 ft”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon.


Recorded, in error, from Uganda by Davenport, 1996 (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Kumbo (TL); Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Cameroon snow-horned skipper.

Habitat: Occurs only above 1 500 m, near submontane forest.

Habits: Localized but sometimes common (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Chondrolepis niveicornis (Plötz, 1883)

Hesperia niveicornis Plötz, 1883.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 44: 33 (26-64, 195-233).
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Chondrolepis niveicornis niveicornis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Butler South, S. Rhodesia.  18.ix.52.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2849).

Type locality: Angola.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Ethiopia, Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe.

Common name: Snow-horned nightfighter; common snow-horned skipper.

Habitat: Damp and marshy places, and stream banks (Pringle et al., 1994).  In Nigeria in tall grass at the edges of submontane forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Only active at dusk, except on warm cloudy days (Pringle et al., 1994).  The flight is fast in grassland but in the forest, when looking for flowers or females the flight is ‘buzzing’ and the white antennae are then very visible (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: September and January to May (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

A marsh grass (Poaceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 196].

Panicum deustum Thunb. (Poaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 330].

Imperata cylindrica (Poaceae) [Heath et al., 2002: 16].
Chondrolepis niveicornis niveicornis (Plötz, 1883)

Hesperia niveicornis Plötz, 1883.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 44: 33 (26-64, 195-233).
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Chondrolepis niveicornis niveicornis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Butler South, S. Rhodesia.  18.ix.52.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2849).

Type locality: Angola.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Sudan (south), Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (eastern border).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a); Mambilla Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).

Malawi – Kondowi, Lower Nyika (Butler, 1896).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Solwezi; Mufulira; Ndola; Chilanga; Luongo River; Kawambwa; Kanona; Mpika; Shiwa Ngandu; Misamfu River (Kasama); Sunzu (Mbala) (Heath et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Amatongas (Pringle et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Mineni Valley (Trimen, 1894); Mount Selinda; Nyanga (Pringle et al., 1994); Laurenceville (the Cooksons); Chitora Hills (Cottrell); Sherugwi (Pinhey); Odzi (Pringle et al., 1994); Pungwe (D. and R. Plowes); Harare (A. Duke).
murga Mabille, 1890 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 10: 31 (17-51). [Zimbabwe?]: “Cafrerie”.

chirala Trimen, 1894 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1894: 76 (14-82).  Zimbabwe: “Mineni Valley”.
albicornis Butler, 1896 (as sp. of Perichares).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 132 (108-136).  Malawi: “Kondowi, Lower Nyika, 4110 feet”.
mirandus Butler, 1902 (as sp. of Kedestes?).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 9: 33 (31-34).  Tanzania: “E. Quaso, Masai”.
Chondrolepis niveicornis pseudonero Berger, 1984

Chondrolepis niveicornis pseudonero Berger, 1984 in Rougeot, 1984.  Memoires. Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle. Paris (Zoologie) 128: 59 (1-93).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Éthiopie, Kébré-Mengist”.

Distribution: Ethiopia.

Specific localities:

Ethiopia – Kebre-Mengist (TL).
*
Chondrolepis obscurior de Jong, 1986

Chondrolepis obscurior de Jong, 1986.  Zoologische Verhandelingen (231): 16 (40 pp.).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mufindi, Lupeme, 6500'”.

Distribution: Tanzania (southern highlands - Mufindi).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Chondrolepis similis de Jong, 1986

Chondrolepis similis de Jong, 1986.  Zoologische Verhandelingen (231): 15 (40 pp.).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mufindi, Luisenga River, 1700 m”.

Distribution: Tanzania (southern highlands - Mufindi).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Chondrolepis telisignata (Butler, 1896)

Perichares telisignata Butler, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 133 (108-136).
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Chondrolepis telisignata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Nyika, Zambia.  18/viii/1977.  Fisher.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Malawi: “Kantorongondo Mt., Nyika, 5900 feet”.

Distribution: Kenya (central, south), Tanzania (south), Malawi (north), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia: Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Zophopetes Mabille, 1904
In Mabille, 1903-4.  In: Wytsman, P.A.G., Genera Insectorum 17: 183 (210 pp.).
Type-species: Pamphila dysmephila Trimen, by subsequent designation (Lindsey, 1925.   Annals of the Entomological Society of America 18: 106 (75-106).).

An Afrotropical genus of six species.

*
Zophopetes cerymica (Hewitson, 1867)

Hesperia cerymica Hewitson, 1867 in Hewitson, 1867-71.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 4: 108 (118 pp.).
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Zophopetes cerymica.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 43mm.  Ex pupa, Luanda, Angola.  Em 9-11-73.  I. Bampton.  (Henning collection - H52).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Aburi (Ploetz, 1886).

Nigeria – Old Calabar (TL).

Angola – Luanda (Bampton).

Zambia: Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002).

Common name: Common palm nightfighter.

Habitat: Varying habitats, as long as palms are present.

Habits: Flies at dusk or after (Heath et al., 2002).  Sometimes, at dusk, they will enter buildings (Larsen, 2005a).  Larsen (2005a) noted them coming to red flowers of a root parasite in Boabeng-Fiema at 08:30, when they made an audible buzzing sound.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Elaeis guineensis (Arecaceae) (oil palm) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].

Raphia spp. (Arecaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325; Heath et al., 2002: 16; ex Bampton from Ikelenge, Zambia].

Borassus species (Arecaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Phoenix species (Arecaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Cocos nucifer (Arecaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325].

weiglei Plötz, 1886 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 47: 90 (83-117).  Ghana: “Aburi”.
*
Zophopetes dysmephila (Trimen, 1868)

Pamphila dysmephila Trimen, 1868.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1868: 96 (69-96).
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Zophopetes dysmephila.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 40mm.  Maritzburg, Natal.  17.III.52.  Bred.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2850).
Type locality: South Africa: “Bashee River, Kaffraria”.  Holotype (female) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Distribution: Cameroon (south), to Sudan, Ethiopia, to Zambia (central), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana (north), Namibia (Caprivi), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Zambia: Mufulira; Kitwe; Ndola; Luanshya; Mpongwe; Lusaka (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Vumba Mountains (Pinhey); Victoria Falls (Pinhey).

Botswana – Kasane (Pinhey).

Limpopo Province – Duiwelskloof (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Nelspruit (Swanepoel, 1953); Skukuza (Williams); Blyde River Canyon National Park (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Stanger (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Bashee River (Bowker; TL); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953; probably introduced according to Pringle, et al., 1994); Kei mouth (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Intoduced to Cape Town as larvae on potted palm trees in about 1980 but, for some unknown reason, became rare after 1988 (Claassens and Dickson, cited by Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Palm-tree nightfighter.

Habitat: Moist savanna and forest.

Habits: Flies in the evening, after sunset.  Specimens rest in folded leaves of the host plant during the day.  Males establish territories around the larval food plant, using a frond on the host plant as a perch.  The flight is very fast and they make a distinct clicking or buzzing sound (Pringle, et al., 1994).  In the gloom of dusk the only easily visible parts of the butterfly are the white antennae and wing tips (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight pariod: All year, but commonest from December to May.

Early stages:

Trimen & Bowker, 1899: 328 [as Pamphila dysmephila Trimen].


“Larva.  Elongated; deep-green on the head and thoracic segments, light-green abdominally; head with two small jet-black spots, looking like eyes.”  The larva draws “the leaves together, and forming a silk-lined incomplete tube, sometimes six or seven inches in length.” – J.H. Bowker, 23rd March, 1881.  Colonel Bowker adds that he was indebted to Mr. A.D. Millar, of D’Urban, for the discovery of this larva and its food-plant; and Mr. Millar has lately (1888) written to me that he had bred about a dozen Dysmephila from a small date-palm in his garden.  He notes that the larvae feed on the leaves above the tube that they have formed, retiring to the tube when not feeding; and that they are most difficult to discover among the folds of the leaves.


Pupa.  Elongate, cylindrical, abruptly acuminate at tip of abdomen.  Shining reddish-brown, paler beneath.  Attached to leaf by the tail, and almost concealed in the channel or imperfect tube formed by the larva.  Length about one inch.  Colonel Bowker sent five pupa-skins of this species, enveloped in the folded palm-leaves.”

Clark, in Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 262; plate 29 [as Zophopetes dysmephila; Eastern Cape].

Larval food:

Phoenix reclinata Jacq. (Arecaceae) [Bowker, in Trimen & Bowker, 1889: 328].

Phoenix dactylifera L. (Arecaceae) (exotic) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 197].

Phoenix canariensis (Arecaceae) [Claassens, 1984: 4; on plants in nurseries in Hout Bay and Constantia, Western Cape].

Chrysalidocarpus (Areca) lutescens (Arecaceae) (butterfly palm) [Claassens, 1984: 4; on plants in nurseries in Hout Bay and Constantia, Western Cape Province].

Cocos species (Arecaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 169].

Borassus spp. (Arecaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325].

Raphia spp. (Arecaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325].
schulzi Plötz, 1882 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 43: 326 (314-344, 436-456).  Angola: “Bon Jésus”

mucorea Karsch, 1892 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 18: 178 (161-183).  Cameroon: “Baliburg (Deutsch-Westafrika)”.
*
Zophopetes quaternata (Mabille, 1876)

Pamphila quaternata Mabille, 1876.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (5) 6: 268 (251-274).

Zophopetes quaternata (Mabille, 1876).  Evans, 1937.

Synonym of Zophopetes dysmephila (Trimen, 1868).  Ackery et al., 1995. [erroneously, as quaterna]

Zophopetes quaternata (Mabille, 1876).  Larsen, 2005a: 521.

Type locality:  “Senegambia”.
Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Ivory Coast (H. Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Lamto (Vuattoux, 1999); Banco (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Western palm nightfighter.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: Relatively common in the Gambia but very rare elsewhere (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Phoenix reclinata (Arecaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast); as Z. dysmephila].
*
Zophopetes ganda Evans, 1937

Zophopetes ganda Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 142 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Ivory Coast.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Central African Republic, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – La Me (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Agona Junction (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a); Tano Ofin (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a); Anfoega (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a); Likpe (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a).

Togo – Klouto (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Agege (Larsen et al., 1980); Ikoyi Park, Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Okomu (Wojtusiak teste Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest (single female) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Common name: Small palm nightfighter.

Habitat: Forest, but in more open areas if the correct palm host-plants are present (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A very rare nightfighter (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Zophopetes haifa Evans, 1937

Zophopetes haifa Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 143 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – near Danane (Berger, 1962; single specimen).

Cameroon – Bitje (TL; a few specimens).

Common name: Scarce palm nightfighter.

Habitat: Nothing published.  Forest?

Habits: An extremely rare nightfighter (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Zophopetes nobilior (Holland, 1896)

Ploetzia nobilior Holland, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 95 (2-107).

Type locality: Gabon: “Lambarene, French Congo”. [False locality?]

Distribution: Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Tanzania, Uganda, Kenya.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Gamia Holland, 1896
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 84 (2-107).
Type-species: Proteides galua Holland, by original designation.

[Generic review by Miller and Collins, 1997 (Metamorphosis 8 (4): 147).]

An Afrotropical genus of three species.

*
Gamia abri Miller & Collins, 1997

Gamia abri Miller & Collins, 1997.  Metamorphosis 8 (4): 154 (147-159); Central African Republic, Mambe.

Type locality: Central African Republic: “Mambe/RCA/16.6.96/S C Collins.”  Described from four males and a single female, from the Central African Republic.  Holotype in the African Butterfly Research Institute.

Distribution: Central African Republic.  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat:

Flight period: Recorded in June, July, August and September.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Gamia buchholzi (Plötz, 1879)

Hesperia buchholzi Plötz, 1879.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 354 (353-364).

Type locality: Ghana: “Aburi”.

Diagnosis: Differs from G. shelleyi in that hindwing upperside discal band is narrower and does not invade space 1b (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic (Miller & Collins, 1997), Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Moyamba (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Abidjan (Larsen, 2005a); Mount Peko (Larsen, 2005a); Lamto (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Aburi (TL); Big Tree (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Agege (Larsen, 2005a); Gambari (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a); Obudu Town (Larsen, 2005a).

Gabon – Ogove Valley (Holland, 1893).

Tanzania – Kere Hill, in Minziro Forest (one pair) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Common name: Grand skipper.

Habitat: Forest, including somewhat degraded forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: An uncommon skipper (Larsen, 2005a) that appears to keep to deep shade (Congdon & Collins, 1998).  Larsen (2005a) noted that they perched on tree trunks, about 1.5 m above the ground, and when disturbed flew off to land on another trunk.  They do not appear to be active during the day but dull days they may emerge from the forest to feed on flowers (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Borassus aethiopum Martin (Arecaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325; erroneous (Larsen, 2005a)].

Phoenix reclinata Jacq. (Arecaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325; erroneous (Larsen, 2005a)].

Raphia mombutorum (Arecaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325; erroneous (Larsen, 2005a)].

Raphia farinifera Hyland (Arecaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325; erroneous (Larsen, 2005a)].

Dracaena species (Dracaenaceae) [Congdon & Collins, 1998: 23].

Dracaena arborea (Dracaenaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].
ditissimus Mabille, 1891 (as sp. of Proteides).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 112 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).  Sierra Leone.
basistriga Holland, 1893 (as sp. of Gangara?).  Entomological News 5: 29 (26-31).  Gabon: “Valley of the Ogové”.
robustus Mabille; Holland, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 85 (2-107).  [Invalid; manuscript name introduced in synonymy.]
*
Gamia shelleyi (Sharpe, 1890)

Proteides shelleyi Sharpe, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 349 (346-350).
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Gamia shelleyi.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 42mm.  Entebbe, Uganda.  4 July 73.  Rev. H. Falke.  (Henning collection - H53).
Type locality: [Ghana]: “Fantee”.

Distribution: Guinea, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (Miller & Collins, 1997), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nimbas (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Fantee (TL); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a); Wli Falls (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Okomu (Larsen, 2005a); Agege (Larsen, 2005a); Olokemeji (Larsen, 2005a); Ikeja (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Baliburg (Karsch, 1892).

Gabon – Ogove Valley (Holland, 1891).

Uganda – Entebbe (Falke).

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mpongwe (Heath et al., 2002).

Common name: Lesser grand skipper.

Habitat: Forest of good quality (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a rare skipper that flies in dense forest undergrowth (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Borassus spp. (Arecaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325; erroneous (Larsen, 2005a)].

Phoenix spp. (Arecaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325; erroneous (Larsen, 2005a)].

Raphia spp. (Arecaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325; erroneous (Larsen, 2005a)].

Dracena species (Dracaenaceae) [Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003; Collins teste Larsen, 2005a;].

galua Holland, 1891 (as sp. of Proteides).  Entomological News 2: 3 (3-6).  Gabon: “Valley of the Ogove”.
zintgraffi Karsch, 1892 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 18: 178 (161-183).  Cameroon: “Baliburg (Deutsch-Westafrika)”.
Genus Artitropa Holland, 1896
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 92 (2-107).
Type-species: Pamphila erinnys Trimen, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus of nine species.

*
Artitropa alaotrana Oberthür, 1916

Artitropa alaotrana Oberthür, 1916.  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 244 (177-244).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Bord du lac Alaotra”.

Distribution: Madagascar (Antsianaka district).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Artitropa boseae (Saalmüller, 1880)

Hesperia boseae Saalmüller, 1880.  Bericht über die Senckenbergischen Naturforschen Gesellschaft 1880: 259 (258-310).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Nossi-Bé [Nost Be]”.

Distribution: Madagascar (north and east).

Habitat: Forest margins and anthropogenic environments (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
aaron Oberthür, 1916 (as sp. of Proteides).  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 241 (177-244).  Madagascar: “Antakares”.
*
Artitropa cama Evans, 1937

Artitropa cama Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 147 (212 pp.).
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Artitropa cama.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 49mm.  Djaf, S. Cameroon.  9/96.  S. Collins.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Artitropa cama.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 49mm.  Yakoli, RCA.  9/1998.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia: Lisombu River (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Dracaena species near afromontana (Dracenaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 17].
*
Artitropa comus (Stoll, 1782)

Papilio comus Stoll, 1782 in Stoll, [1780-2].  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 4 [part]: 212 (29-252). Amsteldam & Utrecht.

[image: image55.jpg]


[image: image56.jpg]



Artitropa comus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 46mm.  Lisombo Stream, Mwinilunga, N.W. Zambia.  April/May ’00.  TCEC/IB.MR/PW.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: [West Africa]: “Suriname”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Omo Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Gabon – Ogove Valley (Holland, 1890).

Zambia: Hillwood (Ikelenge) (Heath et al., 2002).

Common name: Western nightfighter.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Rarely seen in nature because of its crepuscular habits.  Individuals were once seen coming to feed on pawpaw flowers at dusk (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Dracaena uganda (Dracaenaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 324].

Dracaena manni (Dracaenaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 324].

Dracaena usambarensis (Dracaenaceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 197].

Dracaena reflexa Lam. var. nitens (Welw. ex Bak.) Bak. (Dracaenaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 330].

Dracaena steudneri Schweinf. ex Engl. (Dracaenaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 330].

Dracaena perrotteti (Dracaenaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].

Dracaena species near afromontana (Dracaenaceae) [Heath et al., 2002: 17].
helops Drury, 1782 (as sp. of Papilio).  Illustrations of Natural History 3: index et 45 (76  pp.). London. [West Africa]: “The Brazils”. [False locality.]
ennius Fabricius, 1793 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 337 (488 pp.). [West Africa]: “in Indiis”. [False locality.]
margaritata Holland, 1890 (as sp. of Proteides).  Entomological News 1: 155 (155-156).  Gabon: “Valley of the Ogove”.
*
Artitropa erinnys (Trimen, 1862)

Pamphila erinnys Trimen, 1862.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 1: 290 (279-291).
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Artitropa erinnys erinnys.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 53mm.  Legalameetse N.R., Limpopo Province.  M.C. Williams.
Type locality: South Africa: “Port Natal”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Swaziland, Comoro Islands.

Common name: Bush nightfighter.

Habitat: Forest, often in deep shade near stream banks.

Habits: This species flies at dusk, but also on overcast days.  Specimens often visit flowers (Pringle, et al., 1994).  During the day it rests in the deep shade, among ferns or on tree trunks.  Males defend territories near the host plants, perching on tree trunks.

Flight period: All year but more abundant from August to May.

Early stages:

Murray, 1932: 584.

Clark, in Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 264; plate 30 [as Artitropa erinnys erinnys; near East London, Eastern Cape].

Larval food:

Dracaena afromontana Milbred. (Dracaenaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 324].

Dracaena angustifolia (Dracaenaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, & Woodhall, 1997: 171].

Dracaena fragrans Gawl. (Dracaenaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 324].
Dracaena aletriformis (Dracaenaceae) [Swanepoel, 1953: 281 (South Africa); as D. hookeriana K. Koch].

Dracaena nitens Bak. (Dracaenaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 324].

Dracaena reflexa Bak. (Dracaenaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 324].

Dracaena steudneri Schweinf. ex Engl. (Dracaenaceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 197].

Artitropa erinnys erinnys (Trimen, 1862)

Pamphila erinnys Trimen, 1862.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 1: 290 (279-291).
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Artitropa erinnys erinnys.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 53mm.  Legalameetse N.R., Limpopo Province.  M.C. Williams.
Type locality: South Africa: “Port Natal”.

Distribution: Mozambique (south), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Marieps Kop (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (TL); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953); Van Staden’s Pass (Clarke).
Artitropa erinnys comorarum Oberthür, 1916

Artitropa erinnys comorarum Oberthür, 1916.  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 242 (177-244).

Type locality: Comoro Islands: “Grande Comore”.

Distribution: Comoro Islands (Grand Comore, Anjouan).
Artitropa erinnys ehlersi Karsch, 1896

Artitropa ehlersi Karsch, 1896.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 22: 376 (372-378).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Kilimandjaro; Nord Usambara, Umgegend von Mlalo”.

Distribution: Kenya (coast - inland to Teita and Taveta), Tanzania (coast - inland to Arusha).
unifasciata Aurivillius, 1910 (as var. of Artitropa erinnys).  In: Sjöstedt, B. Y., Wissenschaftliche Ergebnisse der Schweidischen zoologischen Expedition nach dem Kilimandjaro, dem Meru und den umgebeden Massaisteppen Deutsch-OstAfrikas 1905-1906.  2 (9): 15 (56 pp.). Stockholm.  Tanzania: “Kilimandjaro; Kibonto in der Kulturzone”.
Artitropa erinnys nyasae Riley, 1925

Artitropa erinnys nyasae Riley, 1925.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1925: 284 (281-288).

Type locality: Malawi: “Nyasaland; Mt Mlanje”.

Diagnosis: Ssp. nyasae has the underside hindwing markings distinctly white and well developed (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Malawi (south), Zimbabwe (east).

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Vumba Mountains (Pringle, et al., 1994); Chirinda Forest (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Artitropa erinnys radiata Riley, 1925

Artitropa erinnys radiata Riley, 1925.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1925: 285 (281-288).

Type locality: Kenya: “Sagalla Mt”.

Distribution: Kenya.
Artitropa erinnys vansomereni Riley, 1925

Artitropa erinnys vansomereni Riley, 1925.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1925: 284 (281-288).

Type locality: Kenya: “Nairobi”.

Distribution: Kenya (Nairobi area).
*
Artitropa hollandi Oberthür, 1916

Artitropa hollandi Oberthür, 1916.  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 243 (177-244).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Antsianaka”.

Distribution: Madagascar (north and east).

Habitat: Unknown (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Artitropa milleri Riley, 1925

Artitropa milleri Riley, 1925.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1925: 282 (281-288).
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Artitropa milleri ssp A.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 44mm.  Chisanga Falls, Malawi/Zambia border, Nyika, Malawi, 6000 ft.  2/1983.  S.C. Collins.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Artitropa milleri ssp B.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 42mm.  Kashiba, Zambia.  8:VIII:76.  A. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Tanganyika Territory; Tukuyu, 5,000 feet”.

Distribution: Uganda, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia, Kenya.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Dracaena usambarensis Engler (Dracaenaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325].

Dracaena laxissima (Dracaenaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 16].

Dracaena mannii (Dracaenaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 16].
Artitropa milleri milleri Riley, 1925

Artitropa milleri Riley, 1925.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1925: 282 (281-288).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Tanganyika Territory; Tukuyu, 5,000 feet”.

Distribution: Uganda (west), Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia: Ndola; Mpongwe (Heath, et al., 2002).
Artitropa milleri coryndon Evans, 1937

Artitropa milleri coryndon Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 146 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Kenya: “Nairobi”.

Distribution: Kenya (central and eastern highlands).
*
Artitropa reducta Aurivillius, 1925

Artitropa comus var. reducta Aurivillius, 1925.  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika-Expedition 1 (18): 1245 (1243-1359).
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Artitropa reducta.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 47mm.  Vumba, S. Rhodesia.  14.3.1960.  B.D. Barnes.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2851).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Belg. Kongo; Kimuenza”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Ethiopia (south), Tanzania (coast), Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Samfya (a single specimen recorded by Dening) (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Buzi River, near Espungabera (Hull).

Zimbabwe – Vumba Mountains (Barnes); Mount Selinda (Pennington).

Habitat: 

Habits: The flight is very swift.  Both sexes feed from flowers at dusk; at Mount Selinda they have been seen feeding from the flowers of Brunfelsia (Pennington, vide Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Dracaena reflexa Lam. var. nitens (Welw. ex Bak.) (Dracaenaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 330].

Dracaena steudneri Schweinf. Ex Engl. (Dracaenaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 330].

Dracena mannii (Dracaenaceae) [Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003; Rondo, Tanzania].
*
Artitropa usambarae Congdon, Kielland, & Collins, 1998

Artitropa usambarae Congdon, Kielland, & Collins, 1998.  In:  Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 23 (143 pp.) Abri and Lambillionea.

Type locality: Tanzania: “West Usambara Mts., Ambangulu, 3 500 ft., 11.v.93, S.C. Collins.”  In ABRI, Nairobi.

Distribution: Tanzania (north-east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Ambangulu, West Usambara Mountains (single male ex ova) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).  Known only from the holotype (male).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Dracaena species (Dracanaceae) [Congdon and Collins, 1998: 23].
Genus Mopala Evans, 1937
A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 7, 148 (212 pp.).
Type-species: Ismene (?) orma Plötz, by original designation.

A monobasic Afrotropical genus.

*
Mopala orma (Plötz, 1879)

Ismene? orma Plötz, 1879.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 363 (353-364).

Type locality: Gabon: “Agoncho”.

Distribution: Guinea, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nimba Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Liberia – Harbel (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Boti Falls (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Boabeng-Fiema (Larsen, 2005a); Likpe (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Gambari (Larsen, 2005a); Benin (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Gabon – Agoncho (TL).

Common name: Orma.

Habitat: Wet forest in reasonable condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A generally scarce skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  They may be found perching on leaves along forest paths (Larsen, 2005a).  In Boabeng-Fiema, Ghana, individuals came to pink flowers of a root parasite on a fig tree, together with Zophopetes cerymica, between 08:30 and 09:00 (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
violascens Plötz, 1882 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 43: 322 (314-344, 436-456).  No locality given.
Genus Gretna Evans, 1937
A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 7, 149 (212 pp.).
Type species: Hesperia cylinda, Hewitson, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus of eight species.

*
Gretna balenge (Holland, 1891)

Proteides balenge Holland, 1891.  Entomological News 2: 5 (3-6).
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Gretna balenge balenge.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 62mm.  Chikonke Stream, NW Zambia.  5.VI.2000.  TCE Congdon.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Gabon: “Benita”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia.

Common name: Giant crepuscular skipper.

Habitat: Not a true forest species, occurring wherever suitable palms grow, for example along river banks in open situations (Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003).

Habits: An uncommon skipper (Larsen, 2005a) that flies at dusk.  The flight is very rapid.  Specimens may rest on the ground for a few seconds before dashing off again (Kielland, vide Congdon & Collins, 1998).  They are attracted to various kinds of foul substance (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Congdon & Bampton, unpublished, 2003

The egg is very large and the whole of the shell is consumed after the larva emerges.  Once it has consumed the egg shell the larva spins a shelter, in which it moults to the second instar.  It then begins to feed on the host-plant.  Second and subsequent larval instars have loose hairs and are covered in a white powdery substance.  The pupa is unusual in that it has elaborate processes anteriorly, resembling the head of an ant lion.  When disturbed the pupa vibrates violently, a behaviour presumably intended to deter predators.

Larval food:

Raphia farinifera (Palmae) [Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003; banks of the Luegele River, which flows from Mwese in Mpanda through Kigoma into Lake Tanganyika].

Eremospatha species (Palmae) (Rattan palm) [Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003; western Zambia].
Gretna balenge balenge (Holland, 1891)

Proteides balenge Holland, 1891.  Entomological News 2: 5 (3-6).
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Gretna balenge balenge.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 62mm.  Chikonke Stream, NW Zambia.  5.VI.2000.  TCE Congdon.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Gabon: “Benita”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west), Tanzania (north-west), Zambia (north).

Specific localities:

Gabon – Benita (TL).

Tanzania – Kere Hill, in Minziro Forest (sight records) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Zambia: Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002); Chikonke Stream (Congdon).
Gretna balenge zowa Lindsey & Miller, 1965

Gretna balenge zowa Lindsey & Miller, 1965 in Fox, et al., 1965.  Memoirs of the American Entomological Society No. 19: 119 (438 pp.).

Type locality: Liberia: “Ganta”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo.

Specific localities:

Liberia – Ganta (TL).

Ghana – Anfoega (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a).
*
Gretna bugoma Evans, 1947

Gretna waga bugoma Evans, 1947.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (11) 13: 647 (641-648).

Type locality: Uganda: “Bugoma”.

Distribution: Uganda (west - Bugoma Forest).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Gretna carmen Evans, 1937

Gretna carmen Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 150 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia.

Common name: Violet crepuscular skipper.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Raphia fanoidra (Arecaceae) [on label attached to male specimen of capra illustrated below].

Phoenix species (Arecaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Borassus species (Arecaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Cocus species (Arecaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].
Gretna carmen carmen Evans, 1937

Gretna carmen Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 150 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Banco (C. Belcasto teste Larsen, 2005a); Azagny (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bitje (TL).

Note: The populations in Ivory Coast may represent a distinct, undesribed species (Larsen, 2005a).
Gretna carmen capra Evans, 1937

Gretna carmen capra Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 150 (212 pp.).
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Gretna carmen capra.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 41mm.  Saiwa, Ngandu, Zambia.  21/8/78.  I. Bampton.  Bred on Raphia fanoidra.  (Henning collection - H56).
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Gretna carmen capra.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 40mm.  Shiwa Ngandu, N.C. Zambia, 1400m.  Em. August 2001.  IB/TCEC.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Kenya: “Rabai-Mombasa”.

Distribution: Kenya (coast), Tanzania (coast to eastern shores of Lake Tanganyika), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Rabai (TL).

Zambia: Shiwa Ngandu (Heath et al., 2002).
*
Gretna cylinda (Hewitson, 1876)

Hesperia cylinda Hewitson, 1876.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 18: 449 (449-457).

Type locality: Angola.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan (south), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Common name: Lesser crepuscular skipper.

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Fula Wusu (Larsen, 2005a).

Liberia – Ganta (Larsen, 2005a); Tchien (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Tiassale (Larsen, 2005a); Bossematie (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Boabeng-Fiema (Larsen, 2005a); Likpe (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Munene Forest (uncommon); Kere Hill, in Minziro Forest (rare) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: An uncommon species (Larsen, 2005a).  Larsen (2005a) took a male in broad daylight on the flowers of Clerodendron splendens in Boabeng-Fiema, Ghana.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Trachyphrynium braunianum (Marantaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast); as G. cylindrica].
Thalia welwitschii (Marantaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast); as G. cylindrica].
Marantochloa cuspidate (Marantaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast); as G. cylindrica].
ruralis Mabille; Holland, 1896 (as sp. of Proteides).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 89 (2-107). [Invalid; manuscript name introduced in synonymy.]
*
Gretna lacida (Hewitson, 1876)

Hesperia lacida Hewitson, 1876.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 18: 453 (449-457).

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), ?Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (central).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Moyamba (Larsen, 2005a).

Liberia – Harbel (Larsen, 2005a); Monrovia (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Azagny (S. Collins teste Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Scarce crepuscular skipper.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: An exceedingly scarce species throughout its range (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Gretna leakeyi Collins & Larsen, 1995


Gretna leakeyi Collins & Larsen, 1995.  Lambillionea 95 (4) (Tome II): 561 (561-562).

Type locality: Cameroon: “South Cameroun, Djoum (near Sangmelina), 1.X.1994 (S.C. Collins).”  Holotype in NHM, London.

Distribution: Cameroon.  Known only from the holotype (male).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Gretna waga (Plötz, 1886)

Telesto waga Plötz, 1886.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 47: 108 (83-117).

Type locality: Ghana: “Aburi”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Aburi (TL).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Common crepuscular skipper.

Habitat: Forest, as well as open areas in the forest zone (Larsen, 2005a).  

Habits: This is by far the commonest species of Gretna (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes rest on the trunks of trees, including host-plant palms, when they are well camouflaged (Larsen, 2005a).  They are crepuscular and often visit dump sites and washing places early in the morning (06:30 to 08:30).  In these situations they fly around rapidly, only alighting for a few seconds at a time (Larsen, 2005a).  They will also sometimes settle on persons and frequently come to bright lights (Larsen, 2005a).  Gillies (1982) found them feeding from asclepiad flowers at dusk.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Elaeis guineense (Arecaceae) (oil palm) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].
ilerda Möschler, 1887 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Abhandlungen hrsg. Von der Senckenbergischen Naturforschenden Gesellschaft 15: 65 (49-100).  Ghana: “Aburi”.
*
Gretna zaremba (Plötz, 1884)

Telesto zaremba Plötz, 1884.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 45: 377 (376-384).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Alt-Calabar”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Uganda.

Common name: Variegated crepuscular skipper.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: An extremely scarce skipper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Gretna zaremba zaremba (Plötz, 1884)

Telesto zaremba Plötz, 1884.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 45: 377 (376-384).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Alt-Calabar”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Old Calabar (TL).

Gretna zaremba jacksoni Evans, 1937

Gretna zaremba jacksoni Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 150 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Kamengo, Kampale”.

Distribution: Uganda.

Specific localities:

Uganda – Kamengo Forest (TL); Bwamba Forest (Ackery et al., 1995); Budongo Forest (Ackery et al., 1995).

Note: This taxon is almost certainly a species distinct from G. zaremba (Larsen, 2005a: 524).
Genus Pteroteinon Watson, 1893
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1893: 7, 124 (3-132).
Type-species: Hesperia laufella Hewitson [Replacement name for Tanyptera Mabille].

= Tanyptera Mabille, 1877.  Bulletin de la Société Zoologique de France 2: 230 (214-240).  Type-species: Hesperia laufella Hewitson, by monotypy.  [Invalid; junior homonym of Tanyptera Latreille, 1804.]

An Afrotropical genus of eight species.

*
Pteroteinon caenira (Hewitson, 1867)

Hesperia caenira Hewitson, 1867 in Hewitson, 1867-71.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 4: 107 (118 pp.).
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Pteroteinon caenira.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 39mm.  Yakoli, R.C.A.  X.98.  S. Collins Coll.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2885).
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Pteroteinon caenira  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 36mm.  Minziro F., nr Bukoba, N.W. Tanzania.  Em. 23.6.1994.  Bred on Phoenix sp.  S. Collins.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (Belcastro & Larsen, 1996: 618), Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Old Calabar (TL).

Zambia: Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002).

Common name: White-banded red-eye.

Habitat: Forest and dense secondary growth (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a common large skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  It rarely flies spontaneously but, if disturbed, will fly rapidly for up to ten metres before alighting (Larsen, 2005a).  It sometimes mud-puddles (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Phoenix dactylifera (Arecaceae) (exotic) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].
Washingtonia filifera (Arecaceae) (exotic) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].
An ornamental palm (Arecaceae) [M. Cock teste Larsen, 2005a].
calpis Plötz, 1879 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 354 (353-364).  “Bei Eningo”.
*
Pteroteinon capronnieri (Plötz, 1879)

Hesperia capronnieri Plötz, 1879.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 353 (353-364).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bei Victoria”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Assinie (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Awka (Larsen, 2005a); Aba (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Victoria (TL).

Uganda – Bwamba (Ackery et al., 1995).

Tanzania – Kere Hill and MII, in Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest (rare) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Common name: Capronnier’s red-eye.

Habitat: Deep forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A rare skipper that flies inside dense forest at dawn and dusk (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Pteroteinon ceucaenira (Druce, 1910)

Caenides ceucaenira Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 378 (356-378).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Upper Kasai district, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Belcastro & Larsen, 1996), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kikuru Forest (two males) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Common name: Pale white-banded red-eye.

Habitat: Forest of good quality (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce species, much more so than P. caenira (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Pteroteinon concaenira Belcastro & Larsen, 1996

Pteroteinon concaenira Belcastro & Larsen, 1996.  Lambillionea 96 (4) (Tome I): 619 (616-622).
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Pteroteinon concaenira.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 39mm.  Hillwood Farm, Ikelenge, N.W. Zambia.  April/May, 1999.  TCEC/IB/MH/PN.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Pteroteinon concaenira.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 46mm.  Hillwood Farm, Ikelenge, N.W. Zambia.  Em. 27.8.2000.  Bred on Rafnia.  TCEC/IB/MH/PW.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
Type locality: Ghana: “Ankasa National Park, i.1994 (T.B. Larsen leg.).”  Holotype in NHM, London. 

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west) (Belcastro and Larsen, 1996), Tanzania (north-west), Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Banco (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a); Anguededou (C. Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Ankasa N.P. (TL); Bia N.P. (Larsen, 2005a); Subri (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a); Nkawkaw (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Mamu Forest (Larsen, 2005a); Awka (Larsen, 2005a); Ogoja (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Kikuru Forest; Munene Forest (rare) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Zambia: Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).

Common name: Narrow-banded red-eye.

Habitat: Forest of good quality (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is the rarest member of the caenira-complex (Larsen, 2005a).  Found in open forest, settling low down in dark places (Congdon & Collins, 1998).  Individuals are known to feed on the flowers of Mussaenda, sometimes high up (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Raphia farinifera (Arecaceae) [Heath et al., 2002: 17 (Zambia)].
*
Pteroteinon iricolor (Holland, 1890)

Proteides iricolor Holland, 1890.  Entomological News 1: 156 (155-156).

Type locality: Gabon: “Valley of the Ogove”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (central).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Bia N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Ikeja, Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Gabon – Ogove Valley (TL).

Common name: Green-winged red-eye.

Habitat: Wet forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce species of skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  Mostly they are found in deep forest but occasionally come to the forest edge to feed from flowers such as those of Mussaenda (Larsen, 2005a).  A male was noted, on one occasion, at 08:30 at a urine patch.  It settled repeatedly, very briefly, with the wings making an audible clicking sound (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Pteroteinon laterculus (Holland, 1890)

Proteides laterculus Holland, 1890.  Entomological News 1: 156 (155-156).

Type locality: Gabon: “Valley of the Ogove”.

Distribution: ?Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Banco (Larsen, 2005a); Danane (Larsen, 2005a); Tai (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Neung (Larsen, 2005a); Kukurantumi near Kibi (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Ikeja near Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Uwet (Larsen, 2005a); Warri (Larsen, 2005a); Calabar (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a); Okomu (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Brown-winged red-eye.

Habitat: Dense forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a very rare African skipper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Pteroteinon laufella (Hewitson, 1868)

Hesperia laufella Hewitson, 1868 in Hewitson, 1867-71.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 4: 110 (118 pp.).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Guinea (north-east), Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola (north), Democratic Republic of Congo (central).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Old Calabar (TL); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup area (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Blue red-eye.

Habitat: Forest, including somewhat degraded habitat, but apparently not in wet forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a common skipper that, when disturbed, flies a short distance before again settling (Larsen, 2005a).  Individuals may spend the night inside the blossoms of Ipomoea (Larsen, 2005a), similar to behaviour noted in Celaenorrhinus galenus.  Males occasionally mud-puddle (T. Helps teste Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens are known to come to lights at night (Larsen, 2005a).  It has been reported as a pest on oil palms (Helder et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Elaeis guineensis (Arecaceae) (oil palm) [Helder et al. 1994; Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].

Cocos nucifera (Arecaceae) (coconut) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].
*
Pteroteinon pruna Evans, 1937

Pteroteinon pruna Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 153 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nimbas (Larsen, 2005a); Seredou (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – near Freetown (C. Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Danane (Larsen, 2005a); Yeale (Larsen, 2005a); Adiopodoume (Larsen, 2005a); Lalou (Bandama) (Larsen, 2005a); Mount Peko (Larsen, 2005a); Lamto (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kukurantumi near Kibi (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Draw River (Larsen, 2005a); Likpe (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Agege (Larsen et al., 1980); Ikeja (Larsen, 2005a); Warri (Larsen, 2005a); Aba (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Calabar (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bitje (TL).

Common name: Evans’ red-eye.

Habitat: Mainly in riverine forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a rare skipper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
reali Berger, 1962 (as ssp. of Pteroteinon pruna).  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 24: 458 (447-463).  Ivory Coast: “Côte d’Ivoire: Adiopodoumé”.  Synonymized with P. pruna Evans, 1937 by Larsen, 2005a: 526, syn. nov.
Genus Leona Evans, 1937
A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 7, 153 (212 pp.).

Type-species: Hesperia leonora Plötz, by original designation.

Treated as a synonym of Caenides Holland, 1896 by Lindsey & Miller, 1965 and by Ackery et al., 1995.  Treated as a valid genus by Larsen, 2005a: 527.

An Afrotropical genus of 12 species.

*
Leona binoevatus (Mabille, 1891)

Proteides binoevatus Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 112 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).

Type locality: Gabon: “Ogowé”.

Distribution: Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Ghana – Kakum (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Ikeja (Larsen, 2005a); Onitsha (Larsen, 2005a); Ogaja (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Gabon – Ogove (TL).

Common name: Large recluse.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A rare species throughout its range, most often found in forest undergrowth (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Leona maracanda (Hewitson, 1876)

Hesperia maracanda Hewitson, 1876.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 18: 450 (449-457).
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Leona maracanda undescribed ssp.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 46mm.  Chikonke, nr Mwinilunga, N.W. Zambia.  April/May ’00.  TCEC/IB/MR/PW.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

[image: image85.jpg]


[image: image86.jpg]



Leona maracanda undescribed ssp.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 51mm.  Chikonke, nr Mwinilunga, N.W. Zambia.  April/May ’00.  TCEC/IB/MR/PW.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
Type locality: Angola.

Distribution: Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Nigeria, Cameroon, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Tai (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Warri (Larsen, 2005a); Onitsha (Larsen, 2005a).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Ituri (Douglass teste Larsen, 2005a); Beni, Kivu (Ducarme teste Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia: Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002); Chikonke, near Mwinilunga (Congdon et al.).

Common name: Scarce large recluse.

Habitat: 

Habits: A very rare skipper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

A climbing rattan palm (Arecaceae) [Heath et al., 2002: 17].
*
Leona lota Evans, 1937

Leona lota Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 154 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.

Distribution: Ghana, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (central).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Ankasa (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bitje (TL).

Common name: Scarce small recluse.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: This is an exceedingly rare butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Leona lena Evans, 1937

Leona lena Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 155 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Gabon.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Banco (Larsen, 2005a); Adiopodoume (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Eket (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bitje (TL).

Common name: Lesser recluse

Habitat: Dense forest of good quality (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A very rare skipper, throughout its range (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Leona leonora (Plötz, 1879)

Hesperia leonora Plötz, 1879.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 355 (353-364).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bei Victoria (Cameroons)’.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia.

Common name: White-spotted recluse.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: An uncommon skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  Flies at dusk.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Leona leonora leonora (Plötz, 1879)

Hesperia leonora Plötz, 1879.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 355 (353-364).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bei Victoria (Cameroons)’.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Cameroon, Nigeria, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nimbas (Larsen, 2005a).

Liberia – Harbel (Lindsey & Miller, 1965).

Ivory Coast – Gagnoa (Larsen, 2005a); Abidjan (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Accra (Mabille, 1891); Konongo (Larsen, 2005a); Wiawso (C. Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a).

Togo – Adeli Hohe (Karsch, 1893); Lolobi (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Kabba (Larsen, 2005a); Ikeja (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Victoria (TL).
xanthagyra Mabille, 1891 (as sp. of Proteides).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 112 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).  Ghana: “Acra”.

Leona leonora dux Evans, 1937

Leona leonora dux Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 155 (212 pp.).
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Leona leonora dux.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 47mm.  Sakaji School Mission, Zambia.  28 March, 1981.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Malawi: “Nyasaland (Mlanje)”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Tanzania (south), Malawi, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Malawi – Mlanje (TL).

Zambia: Ikelenge; Kawambwa (Heath et al., 2002).
*
Leona na (Lindsey & Miller, 1965)

Caenides na Lindsey and Miller, 1965 in Fox, et al., 1965.  Memoirs of the American Entomological Society No. 19: 127 (438 pp.).

Type locality: Liberia: “Yendamalahoun, 30 mi. west of Voinjima”.

Distribution: Liberia.  Known only from the holotype, collected in April, 1958.

Specific localities:

Liberia – Yendamalahoun (TL).

Common name: Dark recluse.

Habitat: Probably dense forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Leona stoehri (Karsch, 1893)

Pamphila stoehri Karsch, 1893.  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 38: 252 (1-266).
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Leona stoehri.  Male, Central African Republic.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.
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Leona stoehri.  Female, Cameroon.  Upperside.  Photo ex Torben Larsen.

Type locality: Togo: “Ausbeute ohne genaueres Datum von Bismarckburg”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – near Abengourou (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Kumasi (Evans, 1937; as volta).

Togo – Bismarckburg (TL).

Common name: Confused recluse.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: An apparently very rare skipper, known from only nine specimens in collections (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
volta Evans, 1937 (as sp. of Leona).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 156 (212 pp.).  Ghana: “Gold Coast (Kumasi)”.  Synonymized with L. stoehri (Karsch, 1893) by Larsen, 2005a: 528, syn. nov.
*
Leona meloui (Riley, 1926)

Coenides [sic] meloui Riley, 1926.  Novitates Zoologicae 33: 50 (49-52).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Bingerville”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Bingerville, near Abidjan (TL).

Common name: Melou’s recluse.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A rare species of skipper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Leona halma Evans, 1937

Leona stoehri halma Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 155 (212 pp.).
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Leona halma.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 53mm.  Sakaji School Mission, Ikelenge, Zambia.  29 March, 1981.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “W. Lake Tanganyika (Mpala)”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Nigeria, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Berger, 1968).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Mapala (TL).

Zambia: Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002).

Common name: Evans’ recluse.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A scarce butterfly (Larsen, 2005a), that flies at dusk (Heath et al., 2002).  In Senegal, Condamin found that the adults feed almost exclusively on the flowers of Costus (Costaceae), the adult flight period and flowering period of the plant being synchronized (Berger, 1968). 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Aframomum species (Zingiberaceae) [Heath et al., 2002: 17].

Note:  Specimens from West Africa that have been attributed to L. halma might, in fact, refer to L. meloui (Riley, 1926) (Larsen, 2005a: 529).
*
Leona lissa Evans, 1937

Leona lissa Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 157 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.

Distribution: ?Nigeria, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Uganda, Kenya.

Common name: Lissa recluse.

Habitat: 

Habits: A rare species of skipper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Dracaena species (Dracaenaceae) [S. Collins teste Larsen, 2005a].
Leona lissa lissa Evans, 1937

Leona lissa Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 157 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.

Distribution: ?Nigeria, Cameroon, Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Bitje (TL).
Leona lissa lima Evans, 1937

Leona lissa lima Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 157 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Daro Forest, Toro”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (west).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Daro Forest (TL).
*
Leona luehderi (Plötz, 1879)

Platingia luehderi Plötz, 1879.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 357 (353-364).

Type locality: Ghana: “Aburi”.

Diagnosis: Similar to C. halma but in the hindwing upperside the three spots are clearly defined (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania.

Common name: Luehder’s recluse.

Habitat: Wetter forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A very scarce skipper, at least in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  Usually encountered along forest paths (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Leona luehderi luehderi (Plötz, 1879)

Platingia luehderi Plötz, 1879.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 357 (353-364).

Type locality: Ghana: “Aburi”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Guma Valley near Freetown (C. Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Aburi (TL).

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Alen (Strand, 1913); Korup area (Larsen, 2005a).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Moera (Rebel, 1914).
alenicola Strand, 1913 (as f.? of Caenides (?) luehderi).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.12.): 56 (30-84).  Cameroon: “Alen”.
umbrina Rebel, 1914 (as sp. of Caenides).  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 28: 275 (219-294).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Urwalde bei Moera”.
Leona luehderi laura Evans, 1937

Leona luehderi laura Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 156 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Mabira Forest”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Mabira Forest (TL).

Tanzania – MI and MII, in Minziro Forest (very rare) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
*
Leona allyni (Miller, 1971)

Caenides allyni Miller, 1971.  Bulletin of the Allyn Museum (2): 8 (17 pp.).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Belgian Congo; Katanga; Kafakumba”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.  Known only from the holotype.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: This taxon is possibly a synonym of L. halma Evans, 1937 (Larsen, 2005a: 529).
Genus Caenides Holland, 1896
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 85 (2-107).
Type-species: Hesperia dacela Hewitson, by subsequent designation (Lindsey, 1925.  Annals of the Entomological Society of America 18: 81 (75-106).).

An Afrotropical genus of nine species.

*
Caenides soritia (Hewitson, 1876)

Hesperia soritia Hewitson, 1876.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 18: 453 (449-457).

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko), Gabon, Malawi? (Evans, 1937).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Well-spotted recluse.

Habitat: Forest in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: An uncommon skipper with skulking habits (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Elaeis guineensis (Arecaceae) (oil palm) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].

Zingiber species (Zingiberaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].
xantho Mabille, 1891 (as sp. of Proteides).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 111 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).  Cameroon: “Cameroons”.
*
Caenides kangvensis Holland, 1896

Caenides kangvensis Holland, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 87 (2-107).

Type locality: Gabon: “Valley of the Ovové [sic]”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Abidjan (Larsen, 2005a); Nimba area (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Bia (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Agege (Larsen, 2005a); Benin (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Gabon – Ogove (TL).

Tanzania – MIII, in Minziro Forest (single female) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Common name: Yellow-spotted recluse.

Habitat: Forest and mature secondary growth (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: An uncommon butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Spneds most of the day perched on leaves, low down (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Thalia welwitschii (Marantaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].
Gloriosa superba (Liliaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].
*
Caenides xychus (Mabille, 1891)

Proteides xychus Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 111 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kumasi (Larsen, 2005a); Konongo (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Alen (Strand, 1913).

Common name: Unbranded recluse.

Habitat: Dense forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
feminina Strand, 1913 (as ab. of Caenides kanguensis).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.12.): 55 (30-84).  Cameroon: “Alen”.
*
Caenides benga (Holland, 1891)

Proteides benga Holland, 1891.  Entomological News 2: 4 (3-6).

Type locality: Gabon: “Ogove Valley, Benita”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Tiwai Island (C. Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a).

Liberia – Harbel (Fox teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Issia (Watulege teste Larsen, 2005a); Bereby (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a); Banco (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a); Tai (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a); Mount Peko (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kukurantumi near Kibi (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Gambari (Riley & Cornes, 1970, 1971); Mamu Forest (Larsen, 2005a); Awka (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a); Calabar (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a); Okomu (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Gabon – Benita, Ogove Valley (TL).

Common name: Yellow-patch recluse.

Habitat: Mainly in tall secondary forest with a closed canopy (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Very rare west of the Dahomey Gap and scarce in Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Caenides otilia Belcastro, 1990

Caenides otilia Belcastro, 1990.  Problemi Attuali di Scienza e di Cultura Quaderno 265: 69 (69-78).

[image: image93.jpg]


  [image: image94.jpg]



Caenides otilia.  Male, Ghana.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.
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Caenides otilia.  Female, Ivory Coast.  Upperside.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.

Type locality: Ghana: “Eastern Region, Valley below Begoro waterfalls, m 200".

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon (south).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Banta (Larsen, 2005a); Tiwai Island (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Banco (Larsen, 2005a); Azagny (Larsen, 2005a); Tai (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Begoro waterfalls (TL); Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a); Konongo (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – 15 m N of Lagos (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Campo (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Otilia’s recluse.

Habitat: Dense, dark forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A very scarce skipper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Evans treated this species under the name banta, which was never published.  It has also been referred to under the Berger manuscript name evansi.
*
Caenides dacenilla Aurivillius, 1925

Caenides dacenilla Aurivillius, 1925 in Seitz, 1908-25.  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 517 (614 pp.).
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Caenides dacenilla.  Male, Ivory Coast.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.
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Caenides dacenilla.  Female, Cameroon.  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Cameroon.

Distribution: Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Azagny (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Old Ekuri (E. Bebiem teste Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: No-spot reclues.

Habitat: Dense forest.

Habits: This is one of the rarest Afrotropical skippers (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Caenides dacela (Hewitson, 1876)

Hesperia dacela Hewitson, 1876.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 18: 451 (449-457).
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Caenides dacela.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 45mm.  Yakoli, R. C. A.  6.98.  S. Collins Coll.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2885).
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Caenides dacela.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 43mm.  Nr Mwinilunga, N.W. Zambia.  April/May’00.  TCEC/IB/MR/PW.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Fernando Po”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko), Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west), Zambia (north).


Reported, in error, from Gambia by Gillies (1982) according to Larsen (2005a) but recorded from this country by Emms & Barnett (2006).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Mwinilunga (Heath et al., 2002).

Common name: Common recluse.

Habitat: Forest, including degraded forest habitat (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: By far the commonest of the large forest skippers (Larsen, 2005a).  They are usually noted when they are flushed from their resting places on low vegetation along forest paths.  After being disturbed that will usually settle again within ten metres or so.  They are, nevertheless, quite wary (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Raphia species (Arecaceae) [Heath et al., 2002: 18].

Phoenix species (Arecaceae) [Heath et al., 2002: 18].
Phoenix dactylifera (Arecaceae) [M. Cock, teste Larsen, 2005a (Kenya)].

nydia Plötz, 1879 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 353 (353-364).  “Eningo”.
*
Caenides hidaroides Aurivillius, 1896

Caenides hidaroides Aurivillius, 1896.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 17: 289 (279-291).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ekundu”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic,  Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Ekundu (TL); Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Aurivillius’ recluse.

Habitat: Forest of good quality (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce skipper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Based on the structure of the male genitalia, this species may more properly belong to the genus Meza (Larsen, 2005a: 532).
artopta Druce, 1910 (as ?).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 377 (356-378).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Upper Kasai district, Congo Free State”.
*
Caenides dacena (Hewitson, 1876)

Hesperia dacena Hewitson, 1876.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 18: 453 (449-457).

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko), Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan (south), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Dubreka (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Victoria (Mabille, 1891).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest (locally common) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Common name: White-fringed recluse.

Habitat: Forest, including somewhat degraded forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A relatively common skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  Noted settling on vegetation up to a metre and a half above the ground (Congdon & Collins, 1998).  Both sexes may be seen flying near the forest floor in search of wild ginger (Costus) flowers (Larsen, 2005a).  They roost among low vegetation, from which they are easily flushed (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Costus afer (Costaceae) [Vauttoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].

Note: In some respects (e.g. the genitalia) this species is closer to Hypoleucis Mabille but the robust build of the adults suggests that it may require the erection of a genus of its own (Larsen, 2005a: 532).
corduba Hewitson, 1876 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 18: 454 (449-457).  Gabon: “Gaboon”.
leucopogon Mabille, 1891 (as sp. of Proteides).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 111 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).  Cameroon: “Victoria”.
masiva Mabille and Vuillot, 1891 in Mabille and Vuillot, 1890-5 (as sp. of Proteides).  Novitates Lepidopterologicae, Paris: 21 (161 pp.).  Sierra Leone: “Sierra-Leone”.
Genus Monza Evans, 1937
A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 7, 160 (212 pp.).
Type-species: Gonoloba cretacea Snellen, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus of three species.

*
Monza alberti (Holland, 1896)

Baoris alberti Holland, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 67 (2-107).

Type locality: Gabon: “Valley of the Ogové”; Cameroon: “Cameroons”; Sierra Leone.

Diagnosis: Differs from M. punctata in that the antennae do not have white tips (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Open parts of Munene Forest (common); Minziro Forest; Buzenya Forest (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Common name: Black grass skipper.

Habitat: Forest, including degraded forest and riverine forest that penetrates Guinea savanna in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A common, sometimes even numerous, forest skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  They are mostly found along shady forest paths, which have grass present (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is low down, specimens often being encountered feeding from the flowers of acanthaceous plants (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Pennisetum species (Poaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].
entebbea Swinhoe, 1909 (as sp. of Parnara).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 3: 90 (89-98).  Uganda: “Entebbe”.
bibundicana Strand, 1913 (as ab. of Baoris alberti).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.12.): 51 (30-84).  Cameroon: “Bibundi”.
alenicola Strand, 1913 (as ab. of Baoris alberti).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.12.): 51 (30-84).  Cameroon: “Alen”.
*
Monza cretacea (Snellen, 1872)

Goniloba cretacea Snellen, 1872.  Tidschrift voor Entomologie 15: 27 (1-112).

Type locality: [Africa]: “Neder-Guinea”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Bonjongo (Ploetz, 1879); Fokubar (Neustetter, 1927).

Common name: White-bodied grass skipper.

Habitat: Mainly in drier forests and secondary habitats, occasionally even in Guinea svanna in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a)

Habits: A reasonably common skipper, which is very active and often seen on flowers (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Setaria megaphylla (Poaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast].
Saccharum officinarum (Poaceae) (sugar-cane) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast].
gonessa Hewitson, 1877 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 19: 76 (76-85).  Angola.
leucosoma Mabille, 1877 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Petites Nouvelles Entomologiques 2: 114 (114).  “Congo”; Senegal.
camerona Plötz, 1879 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 356 (353-364).  Cameroon: “Bonjongo”.
ploetziana Strand, 1921 (as var. of Hypoleucis cretacea).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 86 (A.7.): 155 (113-171).  Cameroon: “Kamerun”.
oldenburgi Neustetter, 1927 (as sp. of Acleros).  Zeitschrift des Österreichischen Entomologen-Vereins 12: 61 (60-62).  Cameroon: “Fokubar”.
*
Monza punctata (Aurivillius, 1910)

Baoris alberti var. punctata Aurivillius, 1910.  In: Sjöstedt, B. Y., Wissenschaftliche Ergebnisse der Schweidischen zoologischen Expedition nach dem Kilimandjaro, dem Meru und den umgebeden Massaisteppen Deutsch-OstAfrikas 1905-1906.  2 (9): 15 (56 pp.). Stockholm.
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Monza punctata punctata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 33mm.  Lunzua Falls.  12.IX.76.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Monza punctata punctata.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 36mm.  Ikelenge, Zambia.  25 March, 1981.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Kilimandjaro”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia.


Recorded, in error, from Nigeria by Ackery et al., 1995 (Larsen, 2005a).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Possibly Pennisetum species (Poaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 18].
Monza punctata punctata (Aurivillius, 1910)

Baoris alberti var. punctata Aurivillius, 1910.  In: Sjöstedt, B. Y., Wissenschaftliche Ergebnisse der Schweidischen zoologischen Expedition nach dem Kilimandjaro, dem Meru und den umgebeden Massaisteppen Deutsch-OstAfrikas 1905-1906.  2 (9): 15 (56 pp.). Stockholm.
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Monza punctata punctata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 33mm.  Lunzua Falls.  12.IX.76.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Monza punctata punctata.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 36mm.  Ikelenge, Zambia.  25 March, 1981.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Kilimandjaro”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Tanzania (east), Malawi, Zambia (north).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Mufulira; Mpongwe; Lumangwe Falls; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).
crona Evans, 1937 (as ssp. of Monza cretacea).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 161 (212 pp.).  Malawi: “Mlanje”.  [Syn. n. Ackery, et al., 1995: 125]
canda Evans, 1937 (as female f. of Monza cretacea punctata).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 162 (212 pp.).  Tanzania: “Usambara”.
Monza punctata crola Evans, 1937

Monza cretacea crola Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 162 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “N. of Lake Isolt, 3,700 ft”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kikuru Forest; Munene Forest; Rumanyika Game Reserve (relatively common)  (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
candia Evans, 1937 (as female f. of Monza cretacea crola).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 162 (212 pp.).  Uganda: “Mpanga Forest, Toro, 4,800 ft”.
crosa Evans, 1937 (as ssp. of Monza cretacea).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 162 (212 pp.).  Uganda: “Mpanga Forest, Toro, 4,800 ft”.
Genus Melphina Evans, 1937
A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 8, 162 (212 pp.).
Type-species: Parnara melphis Holland, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus of 11 species.  Most species are scarce, usually being encountered in ones or twos.  Primary tropical forests are the usual habitat.  Nothing appears to have been published regarding the early stages or larval host-plants.

*
Melphina evansi Berger, 1974

Melphina evansi Berger, 1974.  Lambillionea 74: 69 (66-69).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Tshuapa, Bamanya”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Equateur, Tshuapa).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
hulstaerti Evans, 1956 (as female f. of Melphina malthina [In part]).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 8: 885 (881-885).
*
Melphina flavina Lindsey & Miller, 1965

Melphina flavina Lindsey & Miller, 1965 in Fox, et al, 1965.  Memoirs of the American Entomological Society No. 19: 133 (438 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Budongo Forest, Unyoro, 3,400 ft”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.


Ackery et al. (1995) record it from Sierra Leone but this is not repeated by Larsen (2005a).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Mount Peko (Larsen, 2005a); Banco (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Aburi (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Agege (Larsen, 2005a); Okomu (Larsen, 2005a); Aba (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Uganda – Budonga Forest (TL).

Common name: Yellow forest swift.

Habitat: Forest of good quality (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
flavina Evans, 1937 (as f. of Melphina tarace).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 164 (212 pp.).  Uganda: “Budongo Forest, Unyoro, 3,400 ft”.
*
Melphina hulstaerti Berger, 1974

Melphina hulstaerti Berger, 1974.  Lambillionea 74: 67 (66-69).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Eanza, Equateur, Congo Belge”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Equateur, Tshuapa).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
hulstaerti Evans, 1956 (as female f. of Melphina malthina [In part]).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 8: 885 (881-885).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Eanza, Equateur, Congo Belge”.
*
Melphina malthina (Hewitson, 1876)

Hesperia malthina Hewitson, 1876.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 18: 457 (449-457).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Calabar”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Calabar (TL).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Eala (Evans, 1956).

Common name: White-patch forest swift.

Habitat: Primary rainforest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A rather rare skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  Tends to keep to the dense understorey of forest (Larsen, 2005a).  Males perch on leaves in thick vegetation (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

euryspila Mabille, 1891 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 179 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).  Sierra Leone.
eala Evans, 1956 (as female f. of Melphina melphis).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 8: 885 (881-885).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Eala, Belgian Congo”.
*
Melphina maximiliani Belcastro & Larsen, 2005

Melphina maximiliani Belcastro & Larsen, 2005.  In: Larsen, 2005.  Butterflies of West Africa: 559.
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Melphina maximiliani.  Male (holotype), Ghana (x2.3).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
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Melphina maximiliani.  Female, Ghana.  Underside.

Type locality: Ghana: “Cape Coast, Kissi”.  Holotype (male) July, 1996 (T.B. Larsen leg., in African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Dignosis: Similar to M. malthina but the males differ as follows: smaller; ground colour lighter brown; cell spots on forewing larger and more fully fused; discal band on hindwing upperside fainter; band on hindwing underside narrower and longer (Larsen, 2005a).

M. evansi is also similar to M. maximiliana but is smaller; forewing spots proportionally smaller; the three apical spots in line with each other; band on hindwing underside narrower (Larsen, 2005a).

M. maximiliana males differ from those of both M. malthina and M. evansi in that the lower part of the antennal apiculus is clearly ringed with white (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana.

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Bumbuna (C. Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Issia (Larsen, 2005a); Tai National Park (S. Collins); Mt Peko (H. Warren-Gash); Banco (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kissi, Cape Coast (TL).

Common name: Maximiliano’s forest swift.

Habitat: Forest.  May prefer drier forests (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is generally a very scarce butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  At the type locality a number were seen at the edges of a small forest, perching low down on leaves and grasses.  They were active from 09:00 to 14:30 (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: July and August (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Melphina melphis (Holland, 1893)

Parnara melphis Holland, 1893.  Entomological News 5: 31 (26-31).

Type locality: Gabon: “Valley of the Ogové”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, ?Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon.

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Moyamba (Larsen, 2005a); Guma Valley (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Issia (Larsen, 2005a); Tai (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Gabon – Ogove Valley (TL).

Common name: Peculiar forest swift.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A very rare species of skipper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Melphina noctula (Druce, 1909)

Parnara noctula Druce, 1909.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1909: 411 (406-413).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja River, Cameroons, 2000 feet”.

Distribution: Guinea, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Uganda.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nimba Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Lamto (Larsen, 2005a); Abidjan area (Larsen, 2005a); Bossematie (Larsen, 2005a); Tai (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Likpe (Larsen, 2005a); Anfoega (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Ibadan (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bitje (TL).

Common name: Brown forest swift.

Habitat: Undisturbed forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A very rare skipper that is most often encountered as singles in dark forest undergrowth (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
palocampta Druce, 1909 (as sp. of Parnara).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1909: 411 (406-413).  Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja River, Cameroons, 3000 feet”.
*
Melphina statira (Mabille, 1891)

Pamphila statira Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 180 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Gabon.

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Guma Valley (Larsen, 2005a); Tiwai Island (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Abengourou (Larsen, 2005a); Issia (Larsen, 2005a); Tai (Larsen, 2005a); Mount Peko (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Takoradi (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: White-spotted forest swift.

Habitat: Forest, including mature secondary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a scarce skipper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
argyrodes Holland, 1894 (as sp. of Parnara).  Entomological News 5: 93 (89-95).  Gabon: “Valley of the Ogové”.  Given as a valid species of Melphina by Ackery et al., 1995 but treated as a synonym of Melphina statira (Mabille, 1891) by Larsen, 2005a: 535.
*
Melphina statirides (Holland, 1896)

Baoris statirides Holland, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 69 (2-107).

Type locality: Gabon: “Valley of the Ogové”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Guma Valley (Larsen, 2005a).

Liberia – Harbel (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Banco (Larsen, 2005a); Mount Peko (Larsen, 2005a); Lamto (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Agege (Larsen, 2005a); Aba (Larsen, 2005a); Port Harcourt (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bitje (Druce, 1909).

Gabon – Ogove Valley (TL).

Common name: Brown-margin forest swift.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: This appears to be yet another rare member of the genus (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Alchornea cordifolia (Euphorbiaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].
flavifasciola Druce, 1909 (as sp. of Parnara).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1909: 412 (406-413).  Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja River, Cameroons, 2000 feet”.
*
Melphina tarace (Mabille, 1891)

Pamphila tarace Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 179 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).

Type locality: Sierra Leone: [Guma Valley].

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Guma Valley (TL).

Ivory Coast – Alepe (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa (Larsen, 2005a); Tano Ofin (Larsen, 2005a); Likpe (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Agege (Larsen, 2005a); Uwet (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Munene Forest (rare) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Common name: Scarce forest swift.

Habitat: Forest of good quality.

Habits: This is the rarest member of the tarace-group, apparently being least scarce in the Central African Republic (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Melphina unistriga (Holland, 1893)

Parnara unistriga Holland, 1893.  Entomological News 5: 30 (26-31).

Type locality: Gabon: “Valley of the Ogové”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Specific localities:

Gabon – Ogove Valley (TL).

Common name: Common forest swift.

Habitat: Forest, including disturbed forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A reasonably common skipper that is usually found sitting on leaves inside forest that has a closed canopy (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Fresna Evans 1937
A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 164 (212 pp.).
Type-species: Hesperia netopha Hewitson, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus of six species.

*
Fresna carlo Evans, 1937

Fresna carlo Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 166 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, ?Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Guma Valley near Freetown (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Gagnoa (Larsen, 2005a); Banco (C. Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kakum N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bitje (TL).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Ituri (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Evans’ acraea skipper.

Habitat: Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: One of the rarest Afrotropical hesperiids (Collins et al., 2003).  Larsen (2005a) illustrates a male on bird-droppings.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Fresna cojo (Karsch, 1893)

Pamphila (Hesperia) cojo Karsch, 1893.  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 38: 250 (1-266).
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Fresna cojo.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 33mm.  Lubaris, Kigoma, Tanzania.  74.  J. Keilland [Kielland].  (Henning collection - H62).

Type locality: Togo: “Bismarckburg”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Bia (Larsen, 2005a); Boabeng-Fiema (Larsen, 2005a).

Togo – Bismarckburg (TL).

Nigeria – Obudu Town (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – near Korup (T. Helps teste Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia: Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002).

Common name: Large acraea skipper.

Habitat: Drier open forest and transition to Guinea savanna in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce species (Collins et al., 2003).  Numbers of individuals were found on the flowers of Tagetes in Ghana (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Anthonotha crassifolia (Fabaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].

Albizia zygia (Fabaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].

Andira inermis (Fabaceae) [Vuattoux, according to M. Cock (Larsen, 2005a) (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].

Millettia thoningi (Fabaceae) [Vuattoux, according to M. Cock (Larsen, 2005a) (Lamto, Ivory Coast].
*
Fresna jacquelinae Collins & Larsen, 2003

Fresna jacquelinae Collins & Larsen, 2003.  Metamorphosis 14 (3): 105 (63-110).

Type locality: Cameroon: “south of Yaounde, Ebogo, December 1998”.  Holotype (male) in African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi; genitalia SCC 465.

General remarks: Named for Jacqueline Miller of the Allyn Museum, U.S.A., in recognition of her contributions to Afrotropical lepidopterology (Collins et al., 2003).

Distribution: Cameroon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Fresna maesseni Miller, 1971

Fresna maesseni Miller, 1971.  Bulletin of the Allyn Museum (2): 9 (17 pp.).

Type locality: Ghana: “Likpe”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Cameroon (Collins et al., 2003).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Tai N.P. (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Likpe (TL); Abetifi near Nkawkaw (Kuhne, 1999).

Common name: Maessen’s acraea skipper.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: An extremely rare species of acraea skipper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Fresna netopha (Hewitson, 1878)

Hesperia netopha Hewitson, 1878.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 1: 345 (340-348).
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Fresna netopha.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 34mm.  Udos Camp, Kakamega Forest, Kenya.  13-15.VI.1996.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: “West Africa”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya (west), Tanzania, Zambia (north-east).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Cape Coast (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia: Luongo River; Kalungwishi River (Heath et al., 2002).

Common name: Common acraea skipper.

Habitat: Drier, open forest and, in West Africa, the transition between forest and Guinea savanna.  Also in degraded area in the forest zone (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A fairly common species (Collins et al., 2003).  Both sexes avidly seek flowers (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Afrormosia [Pericopsis] laxiflora (Fabaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].
*
Fresna nyassae (Hewitson, 1878)

Hesperia nyassae Hewitson, 1878.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 1: 345 (340-348).
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Fresna nyassae.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 31mm.  Vumba, S. Rh.  14-4-1938.  B.D. Barnes.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2854).

Type locality: “Nyassa”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Angola, Sudan (south), Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999), South Africa (Limpopo Province; KwaZulu-Natal - Henning, Henning, Joannou, & Woodhall, 1997: 173).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Tano Ofin (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria Kagoro (Larsen, 2005a); Acharu Forest (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia: Mwinilunga; Kabompo; Solwezi; Chingola; Mufulira; Ndola; Kawambwa; Mporokoso; Makutu Mountains (Heath et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Harare; Mazowe; Lake Chivero spillway (A. Duke).

Limpopo Province – Mpaphuli N.R.

Common name: Variegated acraea hopper; variegated acraea skipper.

Habitat: Moist savanna, especially Brachystegia woodland.

Habits: A fairly common species (Collins et al., 2003).  Uncommon in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  Males establish territories around trees and perch high up in the crown (Pringle et al., 1994).  Occasionally they are observed feeding from flowers (Pringle et al., 1994).  Individuals have been seen resting on grass stems in Kemya (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: All year but commonest in the spring and summer months (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Paré, in Pringle et al., 1994: 331.

Henning, Henning, Joannou, & Woodhall, 1997: 172.

Eggs laid singly on young leaves; rose pink in colour.  First instar larva bright scarlet; head black.  Later instars whitish with brown head.  Final instar smooth, white; broken black dorsal stripe; head reddish brown with symmetrical orange markings.  The pupa, illustrated on p. 173 is brown, fading laterally to light brown and to white ventrally; dorsal and dorso-lateral surface peppered with minute brown protuberances/setae.

Larval food:

Albizia species (Fabaceae) [Kielland, 1990].
Julbernardia globiflora (Benth.) Troupin (Fabaceae) [Paré, in Pringle et al., 1994: 331].

Paullinia pinnata (Sapindaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].

roncilgonis Plötz, 1882 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 43: 451 (314-344, 436-456).  Angola.
ennuari Riley, 1921 (as f. of Parnara nyassae).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1921: 257 (234-259).  Zambia: “Solwezi”.
plata Evans, 1937 (as f. of Fresna nyassae).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 165 (212 pp.).  Uganda: “Seziwa River-Kampala, 3,500 ft”.
joppa Evans, 1937 (as f. of Fresna nyassae).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 166 (212 pp.).  Ghana: “Gold Coast”.
Genus Platylesches Holland, 1896
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 72 (2-107).
Type-species: Parnara (?) picanini Holland, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus of 20 species.

*
Platylesches affinissima Strand, 1921

Platylesches affinissima Strand, 1921.  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 86 (A.7.): 164 (113-171).
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Platylesches affinissima.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Bomponi, S. R.  5:6:63.  D.M. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2864).

Type locality: Malawi: “Nyassa, Britisch Ost-Afrika”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ghana, Nigeria, Congo, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (north-west), Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Garuso; Vila Gouveia; Amatongas Forest; Dondo Forest (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Witchwood Valley below the Vumba Mountains (Pringle, et al., 1994); Mutare (Barnes and Sheppard); Bomponi; Bazeley Bridge, near Mutare (the Cooksons).

Common name: Bashful hopper; affinity hopper.

Habitat: Guinea savanna in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce skipper in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  This is a very wary and fast-flighted species.  They are known to feed from the flowers of trees and shrubs (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year, but seems to be most abundant from May to August (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Platylesches ayresii (Trimen & Bowker, 1889)

Pamphila ayresii Trimen & Bowker, 1889.  South-African Butterflies: a monograph of the extra-tropical species 3 Papilionidae and Hesperidae 321 (438 pp.). London.

Type locality: South Africa: “Transvaal”; Namibia?: “Omrora River; Ehanda, between northern Ovampoland and Ombuella”.  Holotype (female) in the South African Museum, Cape Town.

Original description:

“Exp. al., male 1 in; female 1 in. 1-2 lin.  Nearly allied to Moritili, Wallengr.  Male.  Pale greyish-brown; fore-wing with small vitreous spots, hind-wing with a dull yellowish-white discal streak.  Fore-wing: vitreous spots arranged as in Moritili, but only one (the upper) spot in discoidal cell near extremity, and the last spot in discal series (immediately above submedian nervure), wanting; some faint and sparse yellowish irroration in basal area, but no distinct inner-marginal streak.  Hind-wing: discal yellowish-white streak very ill-defined, diffused externally, scarcely curved, lying between second subcostal and first median nervules.  Cilia as in Moritili.  Under side: Hind-wing (except on inner-marginal fold) and narrow costal and moderately-wide apical hind-marginal border of fore-wing hoary-grey, closely and finely hatched or striolated with blackish.  Fore-wing: vitreous spots as on upper side; hind-marginal border narrowing to a point on first median nervule; ground-colour very much paler throughout inner-marginal area.  Hind-wing: inner-marginal fold brownish-grey, not striolated.  Female.  Like male; but in fore-wing two disco-cellualar vitreous spots, and a small yellowish-white spot at end of discal series, just above sub-median nervure, as in Moritili.”
Diagnosis: The evenly striated underside of the hindwing is characteristic (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Mozambique (south), Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal - north), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Lydenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); White River (Swanepoel, 1953); Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelspoort Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Krugersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953); Johannesburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001); Westonaria (Pringle, et al., 1994).
KwaZulu-Natal – Lake Sibayi (Swanepoel, 1953); Kosi Bay (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Peppered hopper.

Habitat: Dry savanna and grassland.  The larval host plant grows in sandy, rocky areas dominated by the trees Burkea africana (Fabaceae) and Ochna pulchra (Ochnaceae).

Habits: Flies fast, close to the ground and settles frequently, on low plants or on the ground.  Adults feed from flowers, mud puddle, and occasionally visit fresh cow pats.  The males are avid hilltoppers, selecting perches on stones or on the ground.

Flight period: July to April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Parinari capensis Harv. (Chrysobalanaceae) [Williams, 1996: 134; Pretoria district, Gauteng].
*
Platylesches batangae (Holland, 1894)

Parnara batangae Holland, 1894.  Entomological News 5: 92 (89-95).
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Platylesches batangae.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Mudwiji Plain, 40 km E. of Mwinilunga, Zambia.  27.X.79.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Batanga, German West Africa”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, ?Nigeria, Cameroon, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (central), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Lokoja (Sharpe, 1902).

Cameroon – Batanga (TL).

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mudwiji Plain (Heath, et al., 2002).

Common name: Batanga hopper.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: 

Parinari congensis (Chrysobalanaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].
Parinari polyandra (Chrysobalanaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].
*
Platylesches chamaeleon (Mabille, 1891)

Pamphila chamaeleon Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 179 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).
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Platylesches chamaeleon chamaeleon.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm. (L) Isombo, Ikelenge, Zambia.  4.XI.79.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Diagnosis: Not distinguishable, on external characters, from P. affinissima (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, ?Niger, Central African Republic, Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia.

Common name: Chamaeleon hopper.

Habitat: Probably forest and gallery forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is quite a rare species of hopper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Platylesches chamaeleon chamaeleon (Mabille, 1891)

Pamphila chamaeleon Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 179 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).
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Platylesches chamaeleon chamaeleon.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm. (L) Isombo, Ikelenge, Zambia.  4.XI.79.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, ?Niger, Central African Republic, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia: Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).

Platylesches chamaeleon tero Evans, 1937

Platylesches chamaeleon tero Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 172 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Tero Forest, W. Ankole”.

Distribution: Uganda (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Tero Forest (TL).

Tanzania – Kere Hill, in Minziro Forest (uncommon) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Note: Subspecies tero may be a distinct species (Larsen, 2005a: 540).

*
Platylesches dolomitica Henning & Henning, 1997

Platylesches dolomitica Henning & Henning, 1997.  Metamorphosis 8 (2): 77 (76-81).

Type locality: South Africa: “South Africa: 30km south-east of Steelpoort, Lydenburg District, Mpumalanga, 8.ix.1995, A. Mayer.”  Described from nine males and three females.  Holotype in Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga - Steelpoort; North West - Carletonville).

Habitat: Dolomite ridges in bushveld and sour grassland.

Habits: Males have a very rapid flight and are extremely wary.

Flight period: Recorded in September and October. Sympatric with Platylesches ayresii (Trimen & Bowker) at the type locality.

Conservation status: Classified as vulnerable in the South African Red Data List.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:
Parinari capensis Harv. (Chrysobalanaceae) [Woodhall, 2005a].
*
Platylesches fosta Evans, 1937

Platylesches fosta Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 170 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Mpanga Forest”.

Distribution: Uganda (west), Tanzania (eastern shores of Lake Tanganyika).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Platylesches galesa (Hewitson, 1877)

Hesperia galesa Hewitson, 1877.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 19: 79 (76-85).
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Platylesches galesa.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Amatongas, Moc.  19.vii.1961.  D.M. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2855).

Type locality: “West Africa”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Diagnosis: The tip of the abdomen in the male, on the dorsal side, is white, as are the cilia on the lower edge of the hindwing (Pringle et al., 1994).

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, to Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Uganda, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (north), Mozambique, Zimbabwe (north-east), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Cape Three Points (Larsen, 2005a).

Malawi – Zomba (Butler, 1894).

Zambia: Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002); Mwinilunga (Heath et al., 2002); Solwezi (Heath et al., 2002); Mufulira (Heath et al., 2002); Kitwe (Heath et al., 2002); Ndola (Heath et al., 2002); Mbala (Heath et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Dondo Forest (Pringle et al., 1994).

Limpopo Province – Letaba (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Tzaneen (Swanepoel, 1953); Woodbush (Swanepoel, 1953); Duivelskloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Ramatoelaskloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Entabeni Forest (Swanepoel, 1953); Louis Trichardt (Swanepoel, 1953); Wyliespoort (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Pilgrim’s Rest (Swanepoel, 1953); Marieps Kop (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: White-tail hopper; black hopper.

Habitat: Moist savanna, often on the edges of forest.  Larsen (2005a) gives forest, including secondary forest.

Habits: An uncommon species, at least in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  Flies fast but settles frequently.  In flight the white-tipped abdomen and white hindwing cilia are quite noticeable.  Both sexes are attracted to flowers.  Males select perches on the twigs or leaves of trees, about three metres above the ground, from which they defend territories.  Sometimes perches are selected low down, on shrubs, grass stems, or even on rocks.  On occasion several males are found defending territories in the same forest clearing (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year, but commonest from April to June.

Early stages:

Henning, Henning, Joannou, & Woodhall, 1997: 174.

Third instar larva – head black; body light green with black markings; growing to 11 mm.  Fourth instar similar to that of P. picanini; body pale green with fine darker green mottling; head brown with eight creamy white spots in a radial pattern, outlined in darker brown; spots larger than those of P. picanini; grows to 18 mm.  Fifth instar larva also similar to that of P. picanini; salmon-pink body; head brown with eight creamy white patches, in a radial pattern, outlined with darker brown;  grows to a length of 25 mm; girth of 7 mm and length of 20 mm just before pupation.  Pupa 18 mm; colour off-white with adult features outlined with yellow-brown.

Larval shelter constructed from a whole leaf, folded over and closed by fine silk threads.  Fourth instar duration 10 days and final instar 12 days.  Pupation occurs in a loose cocoon in the larval shelter.  Pupal period about 21 days.
Larval food:

Ehrharta erecta (Lam.) (Poaceae) and certain other grasses [Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 197] (Note: this is almost certainly erroneous, no species of Platylesches having been found to utilise Poaceae as larval food plants; see comments in Woodhall, 1994: 129).

Parinari species (Chrysobalanaceae) [Larsen, citing Cock and Congdon, in Woodhall, 1994: 127; Kenya (Cock) and Uzungwa Mountains, Tanzania (Congdon)].

Parinari curatellifolia Planch. ex Benth. (Chrysobalanaceae) [Woodhall, teste Pringle et al., 1994: 331 (South Africa); M. Cock teste Larsen, 2005a (Zimbabwe)].
nigerrima Butler, 1894 (as sp. of Halpe).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1893: 672 (643-684).  Malawi: “Zomba”.
nigricans Holland, 1896 (as sp. of Platylesches).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 73 (2-107).  Sierra Leone: “Freetown”; Gabon: “Gaboon”.
depygata Strand, 1921 (as sp. of Platylesches).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 86 (A.7.): 163 (113-171).  “Nyasa, Britisch Ost-Afrika”.
*
Platylesches iva Evans, 1937

Platylesches iva Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 172 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Adiopoudoume”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Nigeria.


Recorded, apparently in error, from Uganda, Tanzania and Malawi by Kielland, 1990 (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Guma Valley, Freetown (Belcastro, 1986).

Ivory Coast – Adiopoudoume (TL).

Nigeria – Awka (Larsen, 2005a); Mamu Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Evans’ hopper.

Habitat: Probably forest.

Habits: An extremely rare hopper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Platylesches lamba Neave, 1910

Platylesches lamba Neave, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 84 (2-86).
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Platylesches lamba.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Luangwa Corridor W., Zambia.  8.V.78.  A. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Zambia: “lower Chambezi valley”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Uganda (west), Malawi, Zambia (north).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Dassiako (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Mpasaso (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia: Mwinilunga; western escarpment of the Luangwa Valley; Lake Bangweulu; Mporokoso; Chambeshi Valley (TL); Mafinga Mountains (Heath, et al., 2002).

Common name: Neave’s banded hopper.

Habitat: Woodland.  In open places in the forest zone (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Platylesches langa Evans, 1937

Platylesches ayresii langa Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 169 (212 pp.).

Platylesches langa Evans, 1937.  Larsen 1992 stat. rev..
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Platylesches langa.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Katuma, Mpanda, Tanzania. 6/71.  Kielland.  (Henning collection - H63).

Type locality: Malawi: “Nyasaland (Mlanje)”.

Diagnosis: Differs from K. ayresii in the following respects: slightly larger; forewing underside with more white on the hind margin; hindwing underside with less white irroration.  The genitalia are distinctive (Larsen, 1992).

Distribution: Nigeria (north), Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Tanzania (south), Malawi, Zambia (east), Zimbabwe.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Zungeru (Larsen, 2005a).

Malawi – Mlanje (TL).

Zambia: Ndola; Mpongwe; Chalimbana; Lusaka; Kanona; Lumangwe; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Harare; Rusape; Mount Selinda (Pringle, et al., 1994); Matabeleland (Pinhey).

Common name: Dark peppered hopper; irrorated hopper.

Habitat: Woodland.

Habits: Similar to those of K. ayresii (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: The greatly disjunct population in Nigeria may be mislabeled but, if not, may constitute an undescribed taxon (Larsen, 2005a).
*
Platylesches larseni Kielland, 1992


Platylesches larseni Kielland, 1992.  Metamorphosis 3: 148 (148-153).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Tanzania, Katuma River, Mpanda, 1600 metre, August 1974, J. Kielland.”  Described from four males.  The female is unknown.  Deposition of type material not stated.

Diagnosis: Differs from P. ayresii in the following respects: larger; fore- and hindwing more sharply angled at apex and outer margins straighter; forewing hyaline spot in space 2 larger and no cell spots (two in ayresii); underside striations closer than in ayresii (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Tanzania (Mpanda District).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Katuma River, Mpanda (TL); Known only from males from the type locality (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Riverine forest, from 1 500 to 1 600 m.

Habits: Males mud-puddle and feed from bird droppings.  Sympatric with Platylesches langa Evans in the Sandstone Ridge, from Sitebi Mountain to Ntakatta Forest, in the Mpanda District.

Flight period: Recorded in July and August.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Platylesches moritili (Wallengren, 1857)

Hesperia moritili Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 49 (55 pp.).
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Platylesches moritili.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Bomponi, S. Rhodesia.  1.5.61.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2861).

Type locality: South Africa: “Caffraria”.

Diagnosis: Characterized by the lack of pale scaling on the apex of the underside of the forewing (Pringle, et al., 1994).  See, also, remarks under P. neba.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, to Uganda, Burundi, Kenya (south-west), to Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal – north), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Zambia: Mwinilunga; Ikelenge; Solwezi; Chingola; Mufulira; Kitwe; Ndola; Luanshya; Kapiri Mposhi; Mkushi River; Sefula River (130 km south of Mpika); Lumangwe Falls; Kawambwa; Makutu Mountains (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Victoria Falls (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Mozambique – Beira (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Limpopo Province – Acornhoek (Swanepoel, 1953); Letaba (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Tzaneen (Swanepoel, 1953); Woodbush (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetsi (Swanepoel, 1953); Elim (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Louis Trichardt (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Warmbaths; Gundani.

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Graskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelspoort Nature Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953); Krugersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Stanger (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Honey hopper; common hopper.

Habitat: Savanna and riverine forest.

Habits: The flight is fast and erratic (Pringle, et al., 1994). Rests on ground, grass stems, and leaves of shrubs and trees.  Both flowers and muddy patches are visited.  In the Zululand forests large numbers are sometimes seen feeding on the flowers of soap berry (Deinbollia oblongifolia) (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Larsen (2005a) noted large numbers on the flowers of Tagetes in Boabeng-Fiema, Ghana one afternoon.  Males do not hilltop but select perches on shrubs among trees, from which they defend their territories (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Larsen (2005a), on the other hand, states that they do hilltop.  They are often most active in the afternoon (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year; commonest from September to April.

Early stages:

Woodhall, 1994: 128 [as Platylesches moritili; Tshatshingo Potholes, Limpopo Province] (Metamorphosis 5 (3): 127-131).

“Larva.  Putative 3rd instar: length 15mm when found feeding on young foliage on coppice growth; body leaf-green; headshield black with 6 white, teardrop-shaped dots in a radial pattern (fig. 1).  These larvae had spun leaf shelters held in place by strands of white silk approximately 3mm long so that the larva was visible inside (fig. 7).  The larvae grew to 18mm in length and moulted over a 48hr period within 4 days of being collected.  Penultimate (putative 4th) instar: length 18 mm when collected, growing to 22mm in about 10 days; body leaf-green; headshield brown, marked with creamy white outlined by darker brown as shown on the final instar larva (fig. 2).  Larval leaf shelter as for previous instar larva.  Final instar: length 22mm growing to 38mm in about 5 days, before ceasing to feed and shrinking in length to 30mm, but growing in girth from 6mm to 8mm.  Prepupal stage lasting about 48hrs; otherwise similar to but larger than the previous instar (fig. 2).  Pupa.  Length 17.5 – 20mm; creamy white with the adult appendages thinly outlined in pale brown; cremaster prominent, but pupa not attached to any solid substrate.  Pupation in a thin white cocoon inside the larval leaf shelter similar to that of P. picanini shown in fig. 5.  Pupal period was about 14 days.”

Larval food:

Parinari curatellifolia Planch. ex Benth. (Chrysobalanaceae) [Woodhall, 1994: 127 (Tshatshingo Potholes, Limpopo Province)].

Suspected to be Parinari polyandra (Chrysobalanaceae) [Larsen, 2005a (Boabeng-Fiema, Ghana)].

Note: Larsen (2005a: 539) dissected material of moritili from Gambia and found that there were differences in the male genitalia between these and specimens from Ghana.  More than one species may therefore at present be subsumed under moritili.
zephora Plötz, 1884 (as sp. of Apaustus).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 45: 156 (151-166).  Angola.
heterophyla Mabille, 1891 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 178 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).  South Africa: “Natal”.
amadhu Mabille, 1891 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 178 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).  South Africa: “Transvaal”.
costalis Aurivillius, 1925 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as f. of Platylesches moritili).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 523 (614 pp.).  “Congo District”.
*
Platylesches neba (Hewitson, 1877)

Hesperia neba Hewitson, 1877.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 19: 84 (76-85).
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Platylesches neba.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Hartbeespoort Dam. 18.6.66.  (Henning collection - H64).
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Platylesches neba.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Rustenburg N.R., North West Province, 12 Dec. 1999.  M.C. Williams.
Type locality: South Africa: “Natal”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Diagnosis: Similar to P. moritili but always has some pale scaling on the underside of the forewing apex (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Zambia (north-west), Mozambique (south), Zimbabwe (eastern border), Namibia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Provice, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal - north), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Zambia: Mundwiji Plain; Kabompo (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Harare (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Namibia – Rundu, on the Kavango River (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Woodbush (Swanepoel, 1953); Duiwelskloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Entabeni Forest (Swanepoel, 1953); Louis Trichardt (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953)Waterberg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Graskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Marieps Kop (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg district (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelsdrif Conservancy (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – False Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Flower-girl hopper.

Habitat: Moist and dry savanna.

Habits: Adults are attracted to flowers and also mud-puddle.  Males establish territories near the larval host plant, mostly using the lower branches of trees as perches.

Flight period: All year.

Early stages:

Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 177.

First instar larva 5 mm long when found and grew to 7 mm; body yellowish leaf-green; head black.  Second instar pale leaf green with faint paler yellow-green mottling; head black; growing to 10 mm in length.  Third instar similar to second; growing to 15 mm.  Fourth instar with leaf green body and clearer pale yellow-green mottling; head pale tan with creamy white spots on frons, outlined in brown; growing to 23 mm long.  Final instar identical to fourth; growing to 31 mm then shrinking to 25 mm before pupation; girth increasing from 3 to 6 mm before pupation.  Pupa 22 mm; similar to that of P. moritili but with more pronounced dark lines along the wing cases and a blackish brown head and thorax.

Young larvae live in folded-over edges of young leaves of the foodplant, attaching the edges of the leaf to the midrib with fine silken threads.  In the first instar the second instar head capsule becomes visible under the skin two days before the moult.  Duration of second instar 14 days.  Third instar larva constructs a shelter by joining two young leaves with short silk threads, as done by P. tina.  Duration of third instar 12 days.  Fourth instar similar to that of P. moritili but with ground colour paler; duration 15 days.  Final instar shelter constructed from three mature but fresh leaves and is 70-80 mm long.  Shelter held together with short, fine silk threads; duration 17 days, including five days as a prepupa.  Larva spins a loose coccoon in the shelter before pupating; pupal duration 25 days.
Larval food:

Parinari curatellifolia Planch. ex Benth. (Chrysobalanaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 331].

Parinari capensis (Chrysobalanaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 178].
*
Platylesches panga Evans, 1937

Platylesches panga Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 173 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Mpanga Forest, Toro, 4,500 ft”.

Distribution: Uganda (west), Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Tanzania (west).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Platylesches picanini (Holland, 1894)

Parnara picanini Holland, 1894.  Entomological News 5: 91 (89-95).
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Platylesches picanini.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Mutundu S, Mufulira, Zambia.  2/XI/80.  A. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Liberia.

Diagnosis: The broad, white or cream band on the underside of the hindwing is diagnostic (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (south-west), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (north), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia: Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002); Mwinilunga (Heath, et al., 2002); Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002); Ndola (Heath, et al., 2002); Mpongwe (Heath, et al., 2002); Lumangwe Falls (Heath, et al., 2002); Misamfu (Kasama) (Heath, et al., 2002); Mafinga Mountains (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Amatongas (Pinhey).

Zimbabwe – Bomponi, below the Vumba (Cooksons); Mazowe (Pinhey); Pungwe (D. and R. Plowes); Mutare (D. and R. Plowes).

Limpopo Province – Duiwelskloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Palmaryville (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Entabeni Forest (Swanepoel, 1953); Thohoyandou.

Common name: Banded hopper.

Habitat: Forest and riparian vegetation along river courses; woodland.  In West Africa it is in dry forest and Guinea savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A generally uncommon butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens tend to keep to the forest canopy.  Specimens are occasionally seen feeding from flowers lower down in the early morning or late afternoon.  Males are sometimes attracted to bird droppings.  Males defend territories from perches on the leaves or twigs of trees some 5 to 7 metres above the ground.  The flight is fast and darting.  They are most active in hot weather, between 10:00 and 14:00 (Pringle et al., 1994).  Larsen (2005a) saw numbers on the flowers of Eupatorium and teak in Ghana.

Flight period: June to August and January to May (Pringle, et al., 1994).   

Early stages:

Darlow, 1949b.

Woodhall, 1994: 128 [as Platylesches picanini (Tshatshingo Potholes, Limpopo Province)] (Metamorphosis 5 (3): 127-131).

“Larva.  Putative 4th instar: length 20-22mm when found feeding on young foliage on coppice growth, growing to 25mm over the next 8-10 days; body leaf-green; headshield brown with 8 small white teardrop-shaped dots in a radial pattern (fig. 3).  The larvae inhabited leaf shelters in which the leaf was cut at either end of the shelter and with the edge of the leaf pulled across to touch the leaf surface.  The joint was closed by means of many very fine, short, brown silk threads, concealing the larva (fig. 8).  Inside the shelter, the larva had spun a bed of strong struts of white silk, on which it rested (fig. 4).  Final (putative 5th) instar: length 25mm, growing to 35mm in about twelve days then shrinking back in two days to a prepupa 30 mm long with an increase in girth from 6mm to 8mm; body bright salmon-pink; headshield dark brown with a radial pattern of cream-white patches (fig. 4).  The larval leaf shelter was as for the previous instar.  Pupa.  Length 15mm; colour dull creamy white, with the adult appendages picked out in dark brown.  Pupation inside a thin cocoon in the larval shelter (fig. 5).  Pupal period about 12 days.”

Bampton, teste Larsen, 2005a.


The larva is green but turns salmon pink just before pupation.

Larval food:

Parinari curatellifolia Planch. ex Benth. (Chrysobalanaceae) [Woodhall, 1994: 127 (Tshatshingo Potholes, Limpopo Province)].
grandiplaga Mabille, 1891 (as sp. of Pamphila. Nomen nudem).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 179 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).
goetzei Grünberg, 1907 (as sp. of Platylesches).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift 1907: 578 (577-578).  Tanzania: “N. Nyassa-See (Massewe-Riwira-Fl); Amani, Bomole und Mkulumusi”.
junodi Oberthür, 1909 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 3: 93 (93-98).  Mozambique: “Lourenço-Marquez”; Democratic Republic of Congo: “M’pala, près du lac Tanganika”.
*
Platylesches rasta Evans, 1937

Platylesches rasta Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 171 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Malawi: “Mlanje, Nyasaland”.

Distribution: Uganda, Tanzania, Malawi.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Platylesches rasta rasta Evans, 1937

Platylesches rasta Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 171 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Malawi: “Mlanje, Nyasaland”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north-east), Malawi.
Platylesches rasta anka Evans, 1937

Platylesches rasta anka Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 172 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “W. Ankole, Mpanga Forest”.

Distribution: Uganda.
*
Platylesches robustus Neave, 1910

Platylesches robustus Neave, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 83 (2-86).
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Platylesches robustus robustus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 34mm.  Umtali, S.-Rh.  10.ix.1947.  P.A. Sheppard.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2859).

Type locality: Zambia: “Chambezi valley”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Diagnosis: The largest species in the genus; hindwing underside with purple or violet scaling; pale scales on the underside of the forewing apex (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Guinea, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Swaziland.

Common name: Robust hopper; large hopper.

Habitat: Moist, frost-free savanna (Pringle et al., 1994).  In West Africa ssp. fofi occurs in habitat transtional between forest and Guinea savanna.

Habits: Can be found feeding from the flowers of trees.  Specimens are sometimes found at rest on the leaves of shrubs and on the ground.  Muddy patches are also visited.  Males hilltop from early morning to late afternoon.  They select perches on rocks or low bushes from which they defend territories.  On the flats males may establish territories in patches of tamboekie grass, using the thick grass stems as perches.

Flight period: All year; commonest from August to October and again in March and April; scarce from November to February.

Early stages:
Coetzer, 2006.  [Mphapuli Cycad Reserve near Thohoyandou, Limpopo Province, South Africa; as P. robusta]

A final instar larva found on 30 June 2006 pupated three days later.  “The ground-colour of the body of the final instar larva is salmon-pink, with small creamy white spots on the lateral aspect of each segment.  A dark line is visible on the dorsal ridge.  The head is golden brown with darker brown stripes, forming a radial pattern.  It was 28mm in length on 30/VI/2006 and pupated on the 2/VII/2006.  The larva built a shelter in the P. curatellifolia leaf in which it stayed.  It was observed to be in the prepupal stage on the 1/VII/2006 but no exact temporal observations were made.  Pupa.  The pupa is about 25mm in length and is creamy white in colour.  It was attached by means of numerous silk threads to the leaf in which the larva had built its shelter.  The pupa became darker brown on the 21/VII/2006 and turned pitch black the day after, giving the impression that it had become rotten.  The adult emerged on the 27/VII/2006, making the total pupal period 25 days.”

Larval food:

Parinari sp. (Chrysobalanaceae) [Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003; Usondo Plateau, Tanzania].

Paranari curatellifolia Planch. ex Benth (Chrysobalanaceae) [Woodhall, 2005a].
Note: Larsen (2005a: 537) is of the opinion that the three taxa subsumed under the name robustus may prove to be three distinct allopatric species, rather than being subspecies of a single species.
Platylesches robustus robustus Neave, 1910

Platylesches robustus Neave, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 83 (2-86).
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Platylesches robustus robustus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 34mm.  Umtali, S.-Rh.  10.ix.1947.  P.A. Sheppard.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2859).

Type locality: Zambia: “Chambezi valley”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Rwanda, Tanzania (south-west), Malawi,  Zambia (north), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal - north), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Zambia: Chambeshi Valley (TL); Mwinilunga (Heath, et al., 2002); Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002); Chalimbana (Heath, et al., 2002); Lusaka (Heath, et al., 2002); Mkushi (Heath, et al., 2002); Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Hope Fountain, near Bulawayo (N. Jones); Save Valley (Pinhey); Mutare (Pringle, et al., 1994); Runde River (D. and R. Plowes); foothills of the Vumba Mountains (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Limpopo Province – Acornhoek (Swanepoel, 1953); Letaba (Swanepoel, 1953); Ofcolaco (Swanepoel, 1953); Duiwelskloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetsi (Swanepoel, 1953); Munnik (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Williams, September, 2002); Gundani.

Mpumalanga – White River (Swanepoel, 1953),

ertli Gaede, 1917 (as sp. of Platylesches).  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 11: 30 (29-31).  Tanzania: “Kigonsera, Deutsch-O.-Afrika”.
Platylesches robustus fofi Larsen & Mei, 1998

Platylesches robustus fofi Larsen & Mei, 1998.  Bollettino della Societa Entomologica Italiana 130 (3): 262 (255-272).

Type locality: Guinea: “Republic of Guinea, Parc National du Haut Niger, site PNHN7, 10° 14'52'' N, 10°26'14'' W, Faranah, Sidakoro, bas-fond 3,5 km E of the village crossed by the road to Oussouya, 5.ii.1996, leg. M.Mei.”  Holotype in Museum of Zoology of the University of Rome “La Sapienza” (MZUR).

Distribution: Guinea.

Specific localities:

Guinea – ParcNational du Haut Niger (TL); Labe (Gachet teste Larsen, 2005a); Dabala (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).
Platylesches robustus villa Evans, 1937

Platylesches villa Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 169 (212 pp.).

Platylesches robustus villa Evans, 1937.  Evans, 1955.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.  Known only from the holotype (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Cameroon (south).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Bitje (TL).
*
Platylesches rossii Belcastro, 1986

Platylesches rossii Belcastro, 1986.  Problemi Attuali di Scienza e di Cultura Quaderno 260: 184 (165-194).

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Limpopo Province, Loma Mountains, Dankale River (above waterfalls), m 800".

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Berger, 1968; as P. batangae).

Guinea – Mamou (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Loma Mountains (TL).

Ivory Coast – Mount Sangbe (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Likpe (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Loma hopper.

Habitat: Nothing published.  Forest/savanna transition?

Habits: Males are known to mud-puddle (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Platylesches shona Evans, 1937

Platylesches shona Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 169 (212 pp.).
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Platylesches shona.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Amatongas, P. E. A.  29.7.61.  D.M. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2860).

Type locality: Zambia: “Abercorn, N.E. Rhodesia”.

Diagnosis: Characterized on the hindwing underside by the violet-brown ground-colour and white spotting (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Namibia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Mufulira; Mkushi; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – eastern border (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Namibia – Kavango River (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Shona hopper.

Habitat: 

Habits: In the late afternoon, males are often found on the fringes of the bush, where they settle on low shrubs and trees.  Here they defend territories from a favoured perch (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: There appear to be two broods – July to October and March to May (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Platylesches tina Evans, 1937

Platylesches tina Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 170 (212 pp.).
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Platylesches tina.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 21mm.  Segwewa, Zoutpansberg, Transvaal.  27:8:44.  D.A. Swanepoel.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2862).
Type locality: Malawi: “Mlanje, Nyasaland”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (west), Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Namibia (Caprivi), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mufulira; Mkushi; Mafinga Mountains (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Cross Kopje, Mutare; Butler South in the Chitoras (Pennington); near Harare (A. Duke).

Namibia – Katima Mulilo (Ficq).

Limpopo Province – Palmaryville near Sibasa (Swanepoel).

Mpumalanga – near Hazyview (I. Coetzer).

Common name: Small hopper.

Habitat: Well-wooded savanna and riverine vegetation (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Specimens are often found in rocky stream-beds in forests, where they mud-puddle.  They are also known to feed from bird droppings.  Often found flying around trees near the crowns of well-wooded hillsides (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Here individuals may be seen feeding from the flowers on trees, often at considerable heights.  Males establish territories in clearings in the bush, using the leaf of a bush or tree as a perch.

Flight period: All year, but appears to be commonest in September-October and again from January to April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Woodhall, 1994: 129 [as Platylesches tina; near Thoyohandou Hospital; Limpopo Province] (Met. 5 (3): 127-131).

“Larva.  Final instar (fig. 6): length 10mm, girth 5mm when found on young foliage on coppice growth, not growing any further and pupating within two days; body leaf-green; headshield brown with white-cream patches outlined with darker brown in a radial pattern as in P. moritili.  The larvae were inhabiting leaf-shelters constructed by taking a whole leaf and folding it in two up the mid-rib, fixing the edges together with closely spaced short silk strands (fig. 9).  Pupa.  Length 10mm; dull cream coloured; adult appendages picked out in dark brown.  Pupation inside thin silk cocoons within the leaf shelter.  Pupal period about three months [in winter].”

Larval food:

Parinari curatellifolia Planch. ex Benth. (Chrysobalanaceae) [Woodhall, 1994: 127; near Thoyohando Hospital, Limpopo Province].
Genus Brusa Evans, 1937
A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 8, 173 (212 pp.).
Type-species: Parnara saxicola Neave, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus of two species.

*
Brusa allardi Berger, 1967

Brusa allardi Berger, 1967.  Lambillionea 66: 60 (55-64).
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Brusa allardi.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 34mm.  Ruwe, Katanga.  8.5.67.  Dr Allard.  (Henning collection - H69).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congo-Lé0, Lualaba: Kolwezi”.

Distribution: Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east, Shaba), Burundi, Zambia (north).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Shiwa Ngandu; Mbala; Mafinga Mountains (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Brusa saxicola (Neave, 1910)

Parnara saxicola Neave, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 82 (2-86).
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Brusa saxicola.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 33mm.  North Mutundu, Mufulira, Zambia.  4100 ft.  6-II.1982.  M.A. Newport.  (Newport Collection).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “near the Lualaba river”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south-west, Shaba), Zambia (north), Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Mufulira; Kafue Gorge (Luanshya); Kalungwishi River; Mbala  (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Zenonia Evans, 1935
In Carpenter, 1935.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 83: 405 (313-447).
Type-species: Pamphila zeno Trimen, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus of three species.

*
Zenonia anax Evans, 1937

Zenonia anax Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 175 (212 pp.).
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Zenonia anax.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Mt. Sibitii [Sitebi], Tanzania, 2000 m.  3/5/70.  J. Kielland.  (Henning collection - H70).

Type locality: Malawi: “Zomba”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Tanzania (south-west), Malawi, Zambia (central-north).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Lunga River; Chingola; Mufulira; Ndola; Luongo River (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Zenonia crasta Evans, 1937

Zenonia crasta Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 175 (212 pp.)

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo/Rwanda: “Lake Kivu”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda (south-west), Rwanda, Burundi.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Zenonia zeno (Trimen, 1864)

Pamphila zeno Trimen, 1864.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 2: 179 (175-180).
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Zenonia zeno.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 31mm.  Vila Gouvia, P. E. Africa.  30.viii.1957.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2865).

Type locality: South Africa: “Bashee River, Kaffraria”.  Holotype male in the Natural History Museum, London.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a); Mambilla Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Solwezi; Chingola; Mufulira; Kitwe; Ndola; Mpongwe; Kapiri Mposhi; Shiwa Ngandu; Kasama; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Amatongas Forest (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Woodbush (Swanepoel, 1953); Munnik (Swanepoel, 1953); Zoekmekaar (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Entabeni (Swanepoel, 1953); Louis Trichardt (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); White River (Swanepoel, 1953); Nelspruit (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelspoort Nature Reserve (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Pinetown (Swanepoel, 1953); Howick (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Bashee River (Bowker; TL).

Common name: Orange-spotted hopper; orange-spotted skipper; common bellboy.

Habitat: Forest and coastal bush.  In Nigeria it occurs on grassy slopes on the Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Specimens may be encountered anywhere in their preferred habitat.  The flight is rapid and it alights on bushes, grass stems or on the ground.  When perched the forewings are held slightly open and the hindwings are fully opened.  Both sexes are fond of flowers.  Males establish territories along the edge of the forest or in clearings where they perch on the ground or on low shrubs (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year, but apparently commonest in spring (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Zea mays (Poaceae) (cultivated maize) [Van Someren, 1974: 325].

Sorghum spp. (Poaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325].

splendens Mabille, 1877 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Petites Nouvelles Entomologiques 2: 114 (114).  “Africa orientali”.

coanza Plötz, 1883 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 44: 232 (26-64, 195-233).  Angola.
watsoni Butler, 1894 (as sp. of Padraona).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1893: 671 (643-684).  Malawi: “Zomba”.
zenides Strand, 1918 (as var. (?) of Padraona zeno).  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 12: 103 (101-104).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Sassagebiet”.
Genus Pelopidas Walker, 1870
Entomologist 5: 56 (48-57).
Type-species: Pelopidas midea Walker, by monotypy.

= Chapra Moore, 1881 in Moore, [1880-2].  The lepidoptera of Ceylon 1: 169 (190 pp.). London.  Type-species: Hesperia mathias Fabricius, by original designation.

An Old World genus of 10 species.  The two Afrotropical species both extend extralimitally.

*
Pelopidas mathias (Fabricius, 1798)

Hesperia mathias Fabricius, 1798.  Supplementum entomologiae systematica: 433 (572 pp.). Hafniae.
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Pelopidas mathias.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Cintsa East, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; 20-31 December, 2001; M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: “in India”.

Diagnosis: On the upperside of the forewing of the male there is a black sex-brand (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana (north and east), Namibia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province; Mpumalanga; North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland, much of Arabia, Madagascar, Comoro Islands.

Extralimitally it is found in the Oriental Region, as far east as New Guinea.

Specific localities:

Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon, et al., 2001).
Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Lumwana River; Chingola; Mufulira; Ndola; Mpongwe; Mumbwa; Lusaka; Victoria Falls; Chibembe; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

Common name: Black-branded swift; lesser millet skipper.

Habitat: Moist savanna and open forest.  In Madagascar in transformed grassland, forest margins and croplands (Lees et al., 2003).

Habits: A common skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is very fast but specimens often feed from flowers or perch, usually low down, on vegetatation to bask in the sun.  Larsen (2005a) noted that they are partial to the flowers of Tridax.  Males establish territories on hill-tops, or in clearings and the edges of the bush.  It has a tendency to migrate (Larsen, 2005a).  On hot days it seeks out shady places in which to rest (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: All year but scarcer during winter.

Early stages:

Clark, in Dickson and Kroon, 1978: plate 31 [as Pelopidas mathias; Durban, KwaZulu-Natal].

Nakasuji. 1987

Litsinger, et al., 1994.

Larval food:

Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 199].

Panicum species (Poaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 187].

Andropogon species (Poaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 187].

Zea species (Poaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 187].

Imperata cylindrica (Poaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].

Hyparrhenia diplandra (Poaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].

Oryza species (Poaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].
elegans Mabille, 1877 (as sp. of Gegenes).  Bulletin de la Société Zoologique de France 2: 232 (214-240).  No locality given.
umbrata Butler, 1879 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 3: 191 (186-192).  Comoro Islands: “Island of Johanna”.
octofenestrata Saalmüller, 1884 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Abhandungen hrsg. Von der Senskenbergischen Naturforschenden Gesellschaft 17: 108 (1-246).  Madagascar: “N.B.”.

albirostris Mabille 1887 in Grandidier, [1885-7] (as sp. of Pamphila).  Histoire, Physique, Naturelle et Politique de Madagascar: 361, pl. 56a (18 [1887]: 364 pp.; 19 [1885]: 55pls).  Madagascar.
*
Pelopidas thrax (Hübner, 1821)

Gegenes thrax Hübner, 1821 in Hübner, [1819-27].  Sammlung exotischer Schmetterlinge 2: pl. 150 (225 pls). Augsburg.
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Pelopidas thrax.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 38mm.  Cintsa East, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; 20-31 December, 2001; M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
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Pelopidas thrax.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 41mm.  Cintsa East, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; 20-31 December, 2001; M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: No locality given.  Probably ‘Syria’ (Evans, 1937).

Diagnosis: On the upperside of the forewing of the male there is a whitish sex-brand (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland, southern  Arabia.

Extralimital in Egypt, Middle East, Iraq, north-western portions of the Indian subcontinent.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Cap Vert (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Kabompo River; mid-Lunga River; Mufulira; Ndola; Miengwe; Mpongwe; Luongo River; Kasama (Heath, et al., 2002).
Limpopo Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelspoort Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

Free State Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Tsomo River (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Cape Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Swellendam (Swanepoel, 1953); Knysna (Swanepoel, 1953).

Northern Cape Province – De Aar (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

Common name: White-branded swift; millet skipper.

Habitat: Moist woodland and forest margins.  Occasionally found in dry savanna and grassland.  Ocasionally even in forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A fairly common butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is very fast but specimens often feed from flowers and sometimes mud-puddle.  Specimens can also be found perched on low vegetation, basking in the sun with half-opened wings.  Males hilltop (from as early as 07:00) but also select territories on the edges of forest and bush.  Males are very aggressive and contests are at high speed, the contenders remaining in close physical proximity despite their speed (Larsen, 2005a).   It appears to have some migratory capacity (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: All year but scarcer in winter.

Early stages:

Clark, in Dickson and Kroon, 1978: p.268; plate 32 [as Pelopidas thrax inconspicua; (apparently) from near Grahamstown, Eastern Cape].

Larval food:

Imperata cylindrica (L.) Raeuschel (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 199; as Imperata arundinacea].

Ehrharta erecta (Lam.) (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 199; in captivity].

Oryza species (Poaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].
inconspicua Bertoloni, 1850 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Memorie della Reale Accademia del Scienze dell’Instituto di Bologna. Class de Scienze Fisiche. Bologna (1) 2: 179 (165-188).  Mozambique: “Inhambane”.  Synonymized with P. thrax Huebner, 1821 by Larsen, 2005a: 541, syn. nov.
mohopaani Wallengren, 1857 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 48 (55 pp.).  South Africa: “Caffraria”.
micipsa Trimen, 1862 (as sp. of Pamphilia).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 1: 290 (279-291).  South Africa: “Knysna”.
midea Walker, 1870 (as sp. of Pelopidas).  Entomologist 5: 56 (48-57).  Egypt: “Cairo”.
lodra Plötz, 1879 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 355 (353-364).  “Eningo”.
Genus Borbo Evans, 1949
A catalogue of the Hesperiidae from Europe, Asia and Australia in the British Museum (Natural History): 44, 436 (502 pp.). London.
Type-species: Hesperia borbonica Boisduval, by original designation.

A predominantly Afrotropical genus containing 22 species.  There are 18 Afrotropical species, one of which extends extralimitally.  There are a further four extralimital species.

*
Borbo binga (Evans, 1937)

Baoris binga Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 178 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Ivory Coast.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Banco (Larsen, 2005a); Lamto (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Assin Foso (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a); Kakum N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Ojo near Lagos (Larsen, 2005a).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Luali, Mayoumbe district (Ackery et al., 1995).

Common name: Dark forest swift.

Habitat: Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce skipper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Borbo borbonica (Boisduval, 1833)

Hesperia borbonica Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 213 (149-270).
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Borbo borbonica borbonica.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 38mm.  Mokeetzi, Letaba Dist., Transvaal.  7:4:46.  D.A. Swanepoel.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2876).

Type locality: Reunion: “Bourbon”; Mauritius: “Maurice”.

Diagnosis: There are three dark-ringed white spots on the olivaceous-yellow hindwing underside; the forewings are very elongated (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Mauritania, Senegal Gambia, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Madagascar, Reunion, Rodrigues, Mauritius, Seychelles.

Extralimitally in the Palaearctic (Gibralter, north Africa, Middle East).

Common name: Olive-haired swift.

Habitat: Dry savanna, moist woodland and coastal bush.  In Madagascar in forest margins, transformed grasslands and croplands (Lees et al., 2003).  Larsen (2005a) notes that it even colonizes disturbed forest.

Habits: This is a fairly common skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is fast and low down.  The species is known to show migratory behaviour.  Specimens flying over the sea from the direction of Madagascar were observed arriving on Mauritius in March, 1986 (Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 199).  Specimens are occasionally seen feeding from flowers; Larsen (2005a) records them on the flowers of Tridax.  Males establish territories anywhere within the species habitat.  Within these territories males perch on the ground, rocks, grass stems, or shrubs.

Flight period: All year.  October and April are, apparently, the months in which it is most abundant.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Ehrharta species (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 200].

Panicum species (Poaceae) [Davis & Barnes, 1991; Mauritius].

Oryza species (Poaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 199].

Pennisetum species (Poaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 199].

Zea species (Poaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 199].

Ehrharta erecta (Poaceae) [Kroon, 1999].
Saccharum species (Poaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Leersia species (Poaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Sorghum species (Poaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].
Borbo borbonica borbonica (Boisduval, 1833)

Hesperia borbonica Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 213 (149-270).
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Borbo borbonica borbonica.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 38mm.  Mokeetzi, Letaba Dist., Transvaal.  7:4:46.  D.A. Swanepoel.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2876).

Type locality: Reunion: “Bourbon”; Mauritius: “Maurice”.

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Mauritania, Senegal Gambia, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (north), Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana (north), Namibia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland, Madagascar, Reunion, Rodrigues, Mauritius.


Extralimitally in the Palaearctic (Gibralter, north Africa, Middle East).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Boabeng-Fiema (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Mufulira; Ndola; Miengwe; Mpongwe; Chalimbana; Lusaka; Livingstone; Kawambwa; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Namibia – Kavango River; Kombat; Brandberg (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Limpopo Province – Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetsi (Swanepoel, 1953); Vivo (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Lydenburg district (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953).

Free State Province – Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Pinetown (Swanepoel, 1953); Stanger (Swanepoel, 1953); Richard’s Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Eastern Cape Province – Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mauritius – Widespread and common (Davis & Barnes, 1991).
senegalensis Klug, 1842 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Doubletten-Verzeichness von Senegallensischen Insecten (ohne Titel) mit Diagnosen neuer Arten von Klug und Erichson: 13 (15 pp.). Berlin.  Senegal.
zelleri Lederer, 1855 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Verhandlungen der Zoologisch-Botanischen Vereins in Wien 5: 194 (177-234).  Lebanon: “Bierut”.  Synonymized with the nominate subspecies by Tennent, 1996 (syn. nov.).

holii Oberthür, 1910 in Oberthür, 1909-10 (as ssp. of Pamphila borbonica).  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 364 (3: 101-415; 4: 1-691).  Algeria: “Hussein-Dey”.
continentalis Strand, 1912 (as var. of Parnara borbonica).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.1.): 80 (67-92).  Tanzania: “Mkatta”.
Borbo borbonica morella (de Joannis, 1893)

Pamphila morella de Joannis, 1893.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 62: 52 (50-53).

Type locality: Seychelles: “Mahé”.

Distribution: Seychelles (including Aldabra Island).
*
Borbo chagwa (Evans, 1937)

Pelopidas chagwa Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 183 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Mabira Forest, Chagwé, 3,500 ft”.

Diagnosis: Similar to B. ferruginea, from which it differs on the hindwing underside in that the ground-colour is pale brown (not ferruginous) and the spots are more suffused.  Can be differentiated from B. gemella and B. holstii by the ochreous colouring on the underside of the palps (grey in the other two species) (Pringle, et al., 1994). 

Distribution: Uganda, Tanzania, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east).

Specific localities:

Mozambique – Dondo Forest (Pennington).

Zimbabwe – Vumba Mountains (Barnes and Cox).

Common name: Chagwa swift; chagwa skipper.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Males defend territories from perches high up (as high as six metres) on the leaves of trees (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: Has been caught in both the spring and autumn months (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
kilwa Evans, 1937 (as sp. of Pelopidas).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 183 (212 pp.).  Tanzania: “Chemera and Kitambi, Kilwa district”.
guttana Evans, 1947 (as sp. of Parnara).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (11) 13: 648 (641-648).  Tanzania: “Amani, Usambara”.
*
Borbo detecta (Trimen, 1893)

Pamphila detecta Trimen, 1893.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1893: 141 (123-143).
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Borbo detecta.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 33mm.  Rikatia.  4.1919.  Rev. Junod.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2873).

Type locality: South Africa: “Malvern, Natal”.  Holotype male in the Natural History Museum, London.

Diagnosis: Characterized on the forewing underside by the ochreous costa (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal), Swaziland.


Recorded, in error, from Liberia by Lindsey & Miller (1965) (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002); mid-Lunga River (Heath, et al., 2002); Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002); Ndola (Heath, et al., 2002); Mpongwe (Heath, et al., 2002); Kapiri Mposhi (Heath, et al., 2002); Lusaka (Heath, et al., 2002); Luongo River (Heath, et al., 2002); Kawambwa (Heath, et al., 2002); Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Dondo Forest (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Mpumalanga – Louw’s Creek (Pringle, et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Malvern (Barker; TL); Colenso (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Burman Bush (Pringle, et al., 1994); Umhlanga Rocks (Pringle, et al., 1994); Hluhluwe (Pringle, et al., 1994); Makatini Flats (Pringle, et al., 1994); Kosi Bay (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Swaziland – Singceni (Pringle, et al., 1994; single record).

Common name: Rusty swift.

Habitat: Moist woodland.

Habits: The flight is fast and low down. Specimens perch on the ground or on rocks.  Males are avid hilltoppers, using rocks on the hill-top as perches.

Flight period: Probably all year; scarcer in winter (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 200].
fallatus Mabille; Holland, 1896 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 63 (2-107). [Invalid; manuscript name introduced in synonymy.]
pyrrhobaphes Mabille, 1898 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France 66: 214 (182-231).  “Lac Tanganyika”.
auritinctus Butler, 1898 (as sp. of Baoris).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1898: 416 (395-444).  Kenya: “Taru”.
*
Borbo fallax (Gaede, 1916)

Parnara fallax Gaede, 1916.  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 9: 126 (105-106, 109-112, 125-126).
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Borbo fallax.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 33mm.  Umkomaas, Natal.  22.viii.1958.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2871).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Jaunde-Bezirk, Camerun”.

Diagnosis: Can be identified by the two clear spots in the cell of the forewing (a character it shares with B. fanta) and the irregular spots in spaces 2 to 5 of the hindwing underside (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Gambia, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Sudan (south), Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana (north-east), Namibia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Ikeja Airport, Lagos (Larsen, 2005a).

Zimbabwe – Trelawney (Pennington).

Botswana – Shakawe; Kasane (Pinhey).

Limpopo Province – Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Tubex (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Woodbush (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetsi (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Wyliespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg district (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Oribi Gorge (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: False swift.

Habitat: Coastal bush and moist savanna.

Habits: An uncommon skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is fast.  Specimens are occasionally seen feeding from flowers or mud-puddling.  Males hilltop but often establish territories in clearings in the bush where they perch on grass stems or on the ground.

Flight period: All year but scarcer in winter.

Early stages:

Clark, in Dickson and Kroon, 1978: p.272; plate 34 [as Borbo fallax; Durban, KwaZulu-Natal].

Larval food:

Ehrharta species (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 199].

Ehrharta erecta (Poaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 194].

Saccharum species (Poaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 194].
*
Borbo fanta (Evans, 1937)

Pelopidas fanta Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 181 (212 pp.).
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Borbo fanta.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 39mm.  Dola Hill, Ndola, Zambia.  2:IX:76.  A. Heath.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Borbo fanta.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 45mm.  Mwekera Picnic Sites, Zambia.  10 January, 1982.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Ghana: “Gold Coast”.

Diagnosis: Similar to B. fallax but on the hindwing underside the spots in areas 2 and 5 are in line (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Gambia, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya (south-west), Tanzania, Zambia (central and north), Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east), Botswana (north).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Mufulira; Ndola; Mkushi; Mansa; Luongo River (Heath, et al., 2002).
Mozambique – Dondo Forest (Pennington).

Zimbabwe – Witchwood Valley, below the Vumba Mountains (Barnes); Bomponi (Pennington).

Common name: Fanta swift; twin-spot swift.

Habitat: Savanna, but also colonizes degraded forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A fairly common butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens are most likely to be found in the afternoon, while perching on the leaves of trees, two to three metres above the ground (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Males are territorial and contests take place at high speed (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Bambusa vulgaris (Poaceae) (exotic) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].
barnesi Evans, 1949 (as ssp. of Pelopidas fanta).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 2: 56 (54-56).  Zimbabwe: “Vumba, S. Rhodesia”.  Synonymized with B. fanta (Evans, 1937) by Larsen, 2005a: 542, syn. nov.
*
Borbo fatuellus (Hopffer, 1855)

Pamphila fatuellus Hopffer, 1855.  Berichte über die zur Bekanntmachung geeigneten Verhandlungen der Königl. Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin 1855: 643 (639-643).
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Borbo fatuellus fatuellus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 36mm.  Amatongas, P. E. A.  16.7.61.  D.M. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2869).

Type locality: Mozambique: “Mossambique”.

Diagnosis: The underside of the hindwing usually has spots in spaces 2, 3 and 6 (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Yemen, Comoro Islands, Sao Tome and Principe.

Common name: Long-horned swift; foolish swift.

Habitat: Wet forest, moist woodland, and coastal bush.

Habits: One of the commonest hesperiids in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens settle low down, on shrubs or grass stems, on the edge of the bush (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Both sexes feed from flowers and males mud-puddle.  Males establish territories in open places or on the edge of the bush.

Flight period: All year but commonest from June to August and in the midsummer months (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, in Dickson and Kroon, 1978: p. 276; plates 35 and 36 [as Borbo fatuellus; Durban and Umhlanga Rocks, KwaZulu-Natal].

Larval food:

Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 199].

Setaria sulcata (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 199].

Setaria megaphylla (Steud.) Dur. and Schinz (Poaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 334].

Pennisetum species (Poaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Panicum species (Poaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Digitaria species (Poaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Imperata cylindrica (Poaceae) [Larsen, 2005a (Obudu Town, Nigeria); oviposition only].
Borbo fatuellus fatuellus (Hopffer, 1855)

Pamphila fatuellus Hopffer, 1855.  Berichte über die zur Bekanntmachung geeigneten Verhandlungen der Königl. Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin 1855: 643 (639-643).
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Borbo fatuellus fatuellus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 36mm.  Amatongas, P. E. A.  16.7.61.  D.M. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2869).

Type locality: Mozambique: “Mossambique”.

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko), Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana (north), Namibia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland, Yemen.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia: Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002); Mwinilunga (Heath, et al., 2002); Chingola (Heath, et al., 2002); Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002); Ndola (Heath, et al., 2002); Miengwe (Heath, et al., 2002); Mpongwe (Heath, et al., 2002); Chisamba (Heath, et al., 2002); Lusaka (Heath, et al., 2002); Victoria Falls (Heath, et al., 2002); Mkushi River (Heath, et al., 2002); Kanona (Heath, et al., 2002); Chibembe (Heath, et al., 2002); Kawambwa (Heath, et al., 2002); Kasaba Bay (Heath, et al., 2002); Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Woodbush (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetsi (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Louis Trichardt (Swanepoel, 1953); Wyliespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Oribi Gorge (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Isipingo (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).
caffraria Plötz, 1883 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 44: 43 (26-64, 195-233).  South Africa: “Cafferland”.
cinerea Mabille; Holland, 1896 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 66 (2-107). [Invalid; manuscript name introduced in synonymy.]
Borbo fatuellus dolens (Mabille, 1898)

Pamphila dolens Mabille, 1898.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France 66: 214 (182-231).

Type locality: Comoro Islands: “Comores”.

Distribution: Comoro Islands (widespread).

Note: This taxon differs little from the nominate subspecies and may not deserve subspecific status (Larsen, 2005a).
Borbo fatuellus thomea (Evans, 1937)

Baoris fatuellus thomea Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 177 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Sao Tome and Principe: “Sao Thomé”.

Distribution: Sao Tome and Principe (both islands).

Note: This taxon differs little from the nominate subspecies and may not deserve subspecific status (Larsen, 2005a).
*
Borbo ferruginea (Aurivillius, 1925)

Parnara ferruginea Aurivillius, 1925 in Seitz, 1908-25.  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 536 (614 pp.).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Eastern Africa: Daressalaam”.

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa.

Common name: Ferrous swift; ferrous skipper; ferruginous swift.

Habitat: Coastal forest.

Habits: Probably spends most of the day in the forest canopy from which it descends in the early morning or late afternoon (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Both sexes frequently feed from flowers.  Males establish territories in forest glades and defend them from perches low down (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: Probably all year but commonest from October to May.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Borbo ferruginea ferruginea (Aurivillius, 1925)

Parnara ferruginea Aurivillius, 1925 in Seitz, 1908-25.  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 536 (614 pp.).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Eastern Africa: Daressalaam”.

Distribution: Kenya (east), Tanzania.
Borbo ferruginea dondo Evans, 1956

Borbo ferruginea dondo Evans, 1956.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 8: 885 (881-885).

Type locality: Mozambique: “Dondo Forest, 20 miles from Beira, Portugese East Africa”.  Holotype male in the Natural History Museum, London.

Distribution: Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east), South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal - north).

Specific localities:

Mozambique – Dondo Forest (Pennington and the Cooksons); Amatongas Forest (Pinhey).

KwaZulu-Natal – Enseleni Forest, near Richards Bay (Swanepoel); Dukuduku Forest (N. Duke); Cape Vidal (E. Pringle); Emanguzi Forest (Pringle, et al., 1994).
*
Borbo gemella (Mabille, 1884)

Pamphila gemella Mabille, 1884.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 28: 187 (184-191).
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Borbo gemella.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Punda Milia.  22.iv.1969.  J.J. Kloppers.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2877).

Type locality: Madagascar.

Diagnosis: The underside of the hindwing has three rather indistinct white spots.  Similar to B. borbonica but the apex of the forewing is less pointed and the underside of the hindwing is rather greyish brown.  This species and B. holtzi have palps which are grey on their ventral surface (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland, Saudi Arabia (south-west), Yemen, Madagascar, Comoro Islands, Seychelles.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Abidjan (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Debiso, Bia N.P. (Larsen, 2005a); Accra (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Ekonganuka, Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a); Lagos (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia: Victoria Falls; Mpata (Heath, et al., 2002).

Botswana – Okavango Delta; Kasane (Pinhey).

Limpopo Province – Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Acornhoek (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetsi (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Wyliespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953); Dendron (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg district (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Port St Johns (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Twin swift.

Habitat: Frost-free savanna and forest (Pringle et al., 1994).  In West Africa in Guinea and Sudan savanna (Larsen, 2005a).  In Madagascar in transformed grasslands, croplands and anthropogenic environments (Lees et al., 2003).

Habits: The flight is low and fast.  Settles often, on the ground, stones or grass stems.  Flowers are visited and males mud-puddle.  Males hilltop, often from as early as 07:00.  In forest and dense bush, paths and clearings are selected as territorial sites.

Flight period: All year, with peak emergence in March and April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Ehrharta species (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 200; in captivity].

Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 335].

Triticum sativum (Poaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 200].

Saccharum species (Poaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 200].

Zea species (Poaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 200].

Saccharum officinarum (Poaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 22].

Triticum aestivum (Poaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 22].

Digitaria species (Poaceae) [Larsen, 2005a: 543].
*
Borbo havei (Boisduval, 1833)

Hesperia havei Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 212 (149-270).

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar (widespread).

Habitat: Transformed forest margins, grasslands, and anthropogenic environments (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Borbo holtzi (Plötz, 1883) [Spelt as holtzii in Pringle, et al., 1994: 335, and in Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 201.].
Hesperia holtzi Plötz, 1883.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 44: 44 (26-64, 195-233).
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Borbo holtzi.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Lundi, Rhod.  1-7.ix.1953.  R. Badham.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2878).

Type locality: Angola.

Diagnosis: The white markings of the upperside are markedly reduced.  The spots on the underside of the hindwing are variable: in the winter brood they are generally dark, whereas in the summer brood they are white-centered.  In dry season specimens the ground colour on the underside of the hindwing and the apex of the forewing is lilac-grey.  As in B. gemella the palpi are grey beneath but B. holtzi has more spots on the underside of the hindwing (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal (south-east), Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria,  Gabon, Congo, Angola, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal - north), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Zambia: Mwinilunga (Heath, et al., 2002); 80 km south of Mwinilunga (Heath, et al., 2002); Kabompo Gorge (Heath, et al., 2002); Solwezi (Heath, et al., 2002); West Lumwana River (Heath, et al., 2002); Chingola (Heath, et al., 2002); Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002); Kitwe (Heath, et al., 2002); Ndola (Heath, et al., 2002); Chisamba (Heath, et al., 2002); Lusaka (Heath, et al., 2002); Changwena Falls (Heath, et al., 2002); Mkushi River (Heath, et al., 2002); Chibembe (Heath, et al., 2002); Lumangwe Falls (Heath, et al., 2002); Mporokoso (Heath, et al., 2002); Kasama (Heath, et al., 2002); Shiwa Ngandu (Heath, et al., 2002); Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Duiwelskloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Munnik (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Vivo (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – White River (Swanepoel, 1953). 

Common name: Variable swift.

Habitat: Frost-free savanna.

Habits: A fairly scarce skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  Flies fast, as for most species in the genus.  Often seen feeding from flowers or at muddy places.  Males may hilltop but generally establish territories anywhere in the habitat, particularly on the edges of the bush, where they perch on shrubs (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year, but often more common in winter (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

(Probably) grasses (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 200].

Rottboellia megaphylla (= cochinchinense) (Poaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast].
aures Mabille, 1883 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 27: 64 (51-78).  “Afrique Orientale”.
cana Lathy, 1901 (as sp. of Baoris).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1901: 35 (19-36).  Malawi: “Zomba”.
caesia Gaede, 1917 (as sp. of Baoris).  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 11: 30 (29-31).  Tanzania: “Madibira, Deutsch-O.-Afrika”.
aequalis Gaede, 1917 (as sp. of Baoris).  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 11: 31 (29-31).  Tanzania: “Madibira, Deutsch-O.-Afrika”.
rougeoti Picard, 1949 (as sp. of Pelopidas).  Revue Française d’Entomologie 16: 151 (147-152).  Gabon: “Port Gentil”.
*
Borbo kaka (Evans, 1938)

Baoris kaka Evans, 1938.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (11) 1: 314 (312-315).

Type locality: Kenya: “Kakamega”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (west).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Borbo liana (Evans, 1937)

Pelopidas liana Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 183 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Sierra Leone.  Known, with certainty, only from the unique holotype.

Common name: Evans’ scarce swift.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Borbo lugens (Hopffer, 1855)

Pamphila lugens Hopffer, 1855.  Berichte über die zur Bekanntmachung geeigneten Verhandlungen der Königl. Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin 1855: 643 (639-643).

Type locality: Mozambique: “Mossambique”.

Distribution: Uganda?, Kenya, Tanzania?, Democratic Republic of Congo, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal – north coast).

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Umhlanga Rocks (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Lesser-horned swift; lesser-horned skipper.

Habitat: Grassy clearings in dense woodland and forest.

Habits: Mostly seen early in the morning, on the edges of the bush or in glades, and is seldom observed after midday.  It is also often found near water courses (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Specimens are often observed settling on low vegetation or feeding from flowers.  Males establish territories on forest edges and perch on low vegetation or grass stems.  Perches are often in places where there is dappled sunlight.

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, in Dickson and Kroon, 1978: p.270; plate 33 [as Borbo lugens; Durban, KwaZulu-Natal].

Larval food: 

Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 199].

Setaria sulcata (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 199].

Panicum species (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 199].

Stipa species (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 199].

Setaria megaphylla (Steud.) Dur. and Schinz (Poaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 333].

Panicum deustum (Poaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 191].

Pennisetum species (Poaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 191].
xylos Mabille, 1890 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 10: 31 (17-51).  No locality given.
maranga Butler, 1900 (as sp. of Baoris).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1899: 975 (962-975).  Kenya: “Muthambi River, 4500 feet, Ndya”.
plana Swinhoe, 1915 (as sp. of Suastus).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 16: 176 (170-186). [Africa]: “Humboldt Bay, New Guinea”. [False locality.]
*
Borbo micans (Holland, 1896)

Parnara micans Holland, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 63 (2-107).
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Borbo micans.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Dondo, P. E. A.  4.viii.1957.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2873).

Type locality: Gabon: “Valley of the Ogové”.

Diagnosis: Characterized by its orange-brown colour and ochreous spots (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Gambia, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Angola, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (eastern border), Botswana (north-west), South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal - north).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Agege (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Katambora; Solwezi; Chingola; Mufulira; Ndola; Miengwe; Chalimbana; Kalungwishi River; Chambeshi River;  (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Dondo Forest (Pennington).

Zimbabwe – Vumba Mountains (Barnes); Chirinda Forest (Pinhey).

Botswana – Okavango Delta (Pinhey).

KwaZulu-Natal – Kosi Bay (Pennington).

Common name: Marsh swift.

Habitat: Swamps and marshes in open country or near streams.  Also around lakes in rainforest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Because of its specialized habitat requirements populations tend to be very localized (Larsen, 2005a).  It may be numerous when a colony is found (Larsen, 2005a).  Compared to its congeners the flight is slow.  It flies just above the level of the grass, often settling on prominent blades of grass (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Males establish territories in the marsh, using a clump of grass as a perch.

Flight period: All year but commonest in autumn and winter.  Larsen (2005a) states that they are on the wing when the grass s green.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Hypolytrum heteromorphum (Cyperaceae) [Vauttoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].
*
Borbo perobscura (Druce, 1912)

Parnara perobscura Druce, 1912.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 9: 504 (500-504).
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Borbo perobscura.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Mutundu South, Zambia.  13 December, 1981.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Borbo perobscura.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Mwinilunga District, Zambia.  22 March, 1981.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Ghana: “Addah, West Africa”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Sao Tome, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Sudan (south), Uganda, Ethiopia, Kenya (south-west), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (north).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Addah (TL); Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Kasama; Chingola (Heath, et al., 2002).

Common name: Small swift.

Habitat: Savanna, with some capacity to colonize degraded forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Populations are localized but the butterfly may be common where it occurs (Larsen, 2005a).  Individuals fly low down and readily visit flowers (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
gemina Gaede, 1916 (as sp. of Parnara).  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 9: 126 (105-106, 109-112, 125-126).  Cameroon: “Jaunde-Bezirk, Kamerun”.
trigemina Gaede, 1916 (as sp. of Parnara).  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 9: 126 (105-106, 109-112, 125-126).  Togo: “Bismarckburg”.
karschi Aurivillius, 1925 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as f. of Parnara detecta).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 537 (614 pp.).  Togo; “CongoDistrict”.
falarus Mabille; Aurivillius, 1925 in Seitz, 1908-25.  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 537 (614 pp.).  [Invalid; manuscript name introduced in synonymy.]
*
Borbo ratek (Boisduval, 1833)

Thymele ratek Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 209 (149-270).

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar (north and east).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
sinnis Mabille, 1878 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Petites Nouvelles Entomologiques 2: 285 (285).  Madagascar.
weymeri Saalmüller, 1884 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Abhandungen hrsg. Von der Senskenbergischen Naturforschenden Gesellschaft 17: 107 (1-246).  Madagascar: “N.-B.”.
*
Borbo sirena (Evans, 1937)

Pelopidas sirena Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 181 (212 pp.).
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Borbo sirena.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Mufunza, Zambia.  13 January, 1982.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Kenya.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (south-west), Zambia (north).

Recorded, in error, from Guinea by Berger (1962) and from Sierra Leone by Belcastro (1986) (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Kabompo Gorge; Lumwana River; Mufulira; Ndola; Mpongwe; Lumangwe Falls; Mbala; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Parnara Moore, 1881
In Moore, [1880-2].  The lepidoptera of Ceylon 1: 166 (190 pp.). London.
Type-species: Eudamus guttatus Bremer and Grey, by original designation. [Extralimital.]

Synonym based on extralimital type-species: Baorynnis Waterhouse.

An Old World genus of nine species.  Two species are Afrotropical, one of which extends extralimitally.  There are a further seven extralimital species.

*
Parnara monasi (Trimen & Bowker, 1889)

Pamphila monasi Trimen & Bowker, 1889.  South-African Butterflies: a monograph of the extra-tropical species 3 Papilionidae and Hesperidae 317 (438 pp.). London.

Parnara naso monasi (Trimen & Bowker, 1889).  Ackery et al., 1995: 134.

Parnara monasi (Trimen & Bowker, 1889).  Chibe & Eliot, 1991.
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Parnara monasi.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Peace Cottage, 100', Natal.  19.1.43.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2879).

Type locality: South Africa: “D’Urban, Natal”.  Holotype male in the Natural History Museum, London.

Original description:

“Exp. al., male 1 in. 1-2 lin.; female 1 in. 3-4 lin.  Male.  Pale dull-brown, with some sparse yellowish scaling over basal and inner-marginal areas; in both wings a discal series of transparent spots; cilia greyish, mixed with brown in fore-wing, and with yellowish-brown on hind-wing.  Fore-wing: longitudinally-elongated transparent spot in upper part of discoidal cell at a little distance before extremity; discal series of five spots arranged in the usual positions, viz., two minute ones transversely on subcostal nervules, about midway between extremity of cell and apex, and three in a very oblique series between lower radial and first median nervules, the first being minute, the second larger, and the third of a good size (the two latter elongate longitudinally and excised externally); yellowish scaling best developed on costa near base, more faintly and narrowly along inner margin.  Hind-wing: spots of discal series small, situated transversely between second subcostal and first median nervules, the first and third projecting considerably beyond the second and fourth; sparse yellowish scaling and hairs prevalent over discoidal cell and inner-marginal area.  Under side: hind-wing and costal border, and rather wide apical area of fore-wing, rather dull greenish-yellow.  Fore-wing: transparent spots as on upper side; ground-colour dark-grey, becoming much paler at and near posterior angle.  Hind-wing: transparent spots considerably smaller than on upper side, and bounded externally by dark-brownish, sometimes almost obsolete; inner-marginal fold grey; an ill-defined grey spot marking extremity of cell.  Female.  Quite like male, except that the yellowish scaling is more inconspicuous in both wings.  Under side: yellow much duller, and with a more decidedly greenish cast.  Hind-wing: transparent spots on disc larger and better defined.”
Diagnosis: In the field it is easily mistaken for a species of the ubiquitous and common members of the genus Gegenes (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia: Mongu; Ndola; Chambeshi Valley (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Beira (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Bazeley Bridge, near Mutare (Pinhey).

Botswana – Sepopa; Kasane (Pinhey).

Limpopo Province – Duiwelskloof district (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetsi (Swanepoel, 1953); Ramatoelaskloof (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (Trimen; TL); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Isipingo (Swanepoel, 1953); Reunion (Duke); Oribi Gorge (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Water watchman; water skipper.

Habitat: Marshes, grassy river-banks, and riverine forest in savanna settings.

Habits: Populations tend to be very localized, due to the specialized habitat requirements of the species (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is fast and erratic but specimens settle frequently.  Males establish territories within their favoured habitat and use blades of grass as perches.

Flight period: All year but generally commonest from January to May (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, in Dickson and Kroon, 1978: p.278; plate 37 [as Parnara naso monasi; near Durban, KwaZulu-Natal].

Larval food:

A waterside grass (Poaceae) [Dickson, cited by Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 201; Clare Estate near Durban, KwaZulu-Natal].

Saccharum sp. (Poaceae) [Ackery et al, 1995].

Andropogon canaliculatus (Poaceae) [Vauttoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].
Imperata cylindrica (Poaceae) [Vauttoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].
podora Plötz, 1884 (as sp. of Plastinga).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 45: 150 (145-150).  Senegal.  Although this name podora predates monasi (Trimen & Bowker, 1889), the type of podora is lost and the original description does not match that of monasi.  It is therefore deemed a nomen nudum (Evans, 1937; Larsen, 2005a: 545).
neoba Mabille, 1891 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 178 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).  Cameroon: “Camaroons”.
subochracea Holland, 1896 (as sp. of Parnara).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 63 (2-107).  Gabon: “Valley of the Ogové”.
anelia Bethune-Baker, 1908 (as sp. of Parnara).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 2: 480 (469-482).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mawamba-Makala”.
chambezi Neave, 1910 (as sp. of Parnara).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 80 (2-86).  Zambia: “Chambezi valley”.
*
Parnara naso (Fabricius, 1798)

Hesperia naso Fabricius, 1798.  Supplementum entomologiae systematica 431 (572 pp.). Hafniae.

Type locality: [Mauritius]: “Cap. Bon spei”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Mauritius, Reunion, Madagascar.

Habitat: In Madagascar ssp. poutieri occurs in forest margins and anthropogenic environments (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages:

Nakasuji, 1987

Larval food:

Saccharum officinarum L. (Poaceae) (sugar cane) [Davis & Barnes, 1991 (Mauritius)].
Parnara naso naso (Fabricius, 1798)

Hesperia naso Fabricius, 1798.  Supplementum entomologiae systematica 431 (572 pp.). Hafniae.

Type locality: [Mauritius]: “Cap. Bon spei”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Mauritius.

Specific localities:

Mauritius – Widespread and common (Davis & Barnes, 1991).
marchalii Boisduval, 1833 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 214 (149-270).  Mauritius: “Maurice”.
Parnara naso bigutta Evans, 1937

Parnara marchalii bigutta Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 187 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Reunion.

Distribution: Reunion.
Parnara naso poutieri (Boisduval, 1833)

Hesperia poutieri Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 213 (149-270).

Type locality: Madagascar: “à Tintingue, à Sainte-Marie et à Foule-Pointe”.

Distribution: Madagascar (widespread).
ibara Plötz, 1883 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 44: 38 (26-64, 195-233).  Madagascar.
albigutta Mabille 1887 in Grandidier, [1885-7] (as sp. of Pamphila).  Histoire, Physique, Naturelle et Politique de Madagascar 357, pl. 54 (18 [1887]: 364 pp.; 19 [1885]: 55pls).  Madagascar: “Nosy-Bé; l’intérieur de l’ile de Madagascar”.
Genus Gegenes Hübner, 1819
In Hubner, [1816-[1826].  Verzeichniss bekannter Schmettlinge 107 (432 + 72 pp.). Augsburg.
Type-species: Papilio pumilio Hoffmansegg, by subsequent designation (Opinion 827, 1967.   Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 24: 226-227.).

= Philoodus Rambur, 1840 in Rambur, [1838-40].  Faune entomologique de l’Andalusie 2: 308 (336 pp.). Paris.  Type-species: Hesperia nostrodamus Fabricius, by subsequent designation (Scudder, 1875. Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 10: 248 (91-293).).

An Afrotropical genus of four species, two of which extend extralimitally.

*
Gegenes hottentota (Latreille, 1824)

Hesperia hottentota Latreille, 1824 in Latreille and  Godart, [1819], [1824].  Encyclopédie Méthodique. Histoire Naturelle [Zoologie] 9 Entomologie: 777 (1-328 [1819], 329-828 [1824]). Paris.
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Gegenes hottentota.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Salisbury, S. Rhodesia.  14.vii.1962.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2884).

Type locality: South Africa: “Cap de Bonne-Espèrance”.  [Patria falsa].  Holotype male in the Paris Museum.

Diagnosis: On the forewing upperside the black tornal patch is diagnostic (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Mali, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).  Also in Saudi Arabia (south-west), Yemen.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Ikoyi Island, Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Ekonganaku, Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Mwinilunga; Solwezi; Mufulira; Ndola; Chalimbana; Lusaka; Victoria Falls; Chibembe; Chambeshi Valley (Heath, et al., 2002).
Zimbabwe – Harare district (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Botswana – Okavango Delta (Pinhey).

Limpopo Province – Nylstroom (P. Kruger).

Mpumalanga – Louw’s Creek; Nelspruit; Lydenburg; Makande (Wood).

Gauteng – Honeydew; Rayton district (Williams); near Pretoria (the Hennings); Johannesburg (R. Steele).

KwaZulu-Natal – Margate (G. Henning); Emanguzi (Woodhall); Nagle Dam; Winklespruit; Ladysmith (Nagle); Vryheid (O’Conner); Hammarsdale (Fortman).

Eastern Cape Province – Port St Johns (Lunderstedt).

Common name: Marsh hottentot skipper; Latreille’s skipper; hottentot skipper.

Habitat: Marshy areas with thick grass, especially in valleys (Pringle, et al., 1994).  A savanna butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Not very common in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  Flies low and fast but settles often, on blades of grass.  Males establish territories in their marshy habitat (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year, with peak emergence in April and May (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Poaceae [Van Someren, 1974: 325].

Oldenlandia corymbosa (Rubiaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast); very unlikely (Larsen, 2005a)].

[Note: The host-plants given by Dickson and Kroon (1978: 201) are actually those of Gegenes niso - see Pringle, et al., 1994: 336 for comments].
obumbrata Trimen, 1891 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1891: 103 (59-107).  “Ehanda”.
*
Gegenes niso (Linnaeus, 1764)

Papilio niso Linnaeus, 1764.  Museum Ludovicae Ulricae Reginae 339 (720 pp.). Holmiae.
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Gegenes niso niso.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Muden.  31.12.51.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2881).
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Gegenes niso niso.  Male, form ocra.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Gaika’s Kop, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa.  1 January, 2002.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
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Gegenes niso niso.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Cintsa East, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa.  20-31 December, 2001.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).

Type locality: South Africa: “Cap b. Spei”.  [Lectotype designated by Honey and Scoble, 2001: 355.]

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Lesotho.

Common name: Common hottentot skipper; plain hottentot skipper.

Habitat: Occupies a wide range of habitats, including savanna, grassland and open patches in forest (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: This is a locally common butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is fast and specimens are difficult to follow when in flight.  Frequently settles on grass stems.  Both sexes feed from flowers and males mud-puddle.  Males establish territories in grassy patches using grass stems or low bushes as perches.  Territories may be contiguous and the resident males of adjacent territories may spend much time chasing each other out of one anothers territories.  Larsen (2005a) noted males on civet scat.

Flight period: All year but somewhat scarcer from May to September.

Early stages:

Clark, 1940: 42.

Clark, in Dickson and Kroon, 1978: p. 280; plate 38 [as Gegenes niso; Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape].

Larval food:

Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 201].

Pennisetum clandestinum Chiov. (Poaceae) (exotic) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 201].

Themeda triandra Forssk. (Poaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 336].

Zea species (Poaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Cynodon sp. (Poaceae) [Woodhall, 2005a].
Gegenes niso niso (Linnaeus, 1764)

Papilio niso Linnaeus, 1764.  Museum Ludovicae Ulricae Reginae 339 (720 pp.). Holmiae.
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Gegenes niso niso.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Muden.  31.12.51.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2881).
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Gegenes niso niso.  Male, form ocra.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Gaika’s Kop, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa.  1 January, 2002.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
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Gegenes niso niso.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Cintsa East, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa.  20-31 December, 2001.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).

Type locality: South Africa: “Cap b. Spei”.

Distribution: Mozambique (south), Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province), Swaziland, Lesotho.

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams); Buffelspoort Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).
Gauteng – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001); Buffelsdrif Conservancy (Williams).

Free State Province – Ladybrand (Swanepoel, 1953); Harrismith (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Kokstad (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Cathcart (Swanepoel, 1953); Elliot (Swanepoel, 1953); Somerset East (Swanepoel, 1953); Burgersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Cape Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Worcester (Swanepoel, 1953); Caledon (Swanepoel, 1953); Swellendam (Swanepoel, 1953); Knysna (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

letterstedti Wallengren, 1857 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 49 (55 pp.).  South Africa: “Caffraria”.
indica Mabille, 1883 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 27: 65 (51-78). [Africa]: “Inde”. [False locality.]
ocra Evans, 1937 (as ssp. of Gegenes hottentota).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 190 (212 pp.).  South Africa: “Dordrecht, Cape of Good Hope”.  [Ackery, et al., 1995:135 regard ocra Evans as a synonym of hottentota (Latreille) but Pringle, et al., 1994 (In: Pringle, Henning, and Ball [eds] Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 336 (800pp.) Struik-Winchester, South Africa) place ocra as a synonym of niso (Linnaeus).]
Gegenes niso brevicornis (Plötz, 1884)

Thymelicus brevicornis Plötz, 1884.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 45: 290 (284-290).

Type locality: Angola.

Distribution: West, Central and East Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia: Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002); 80 km south of Mwinilunga (Heath, et al., 2002); Kabompo River (Heath, et al., 2002); Solwezi (Heath, et al., 2002); Chingola (Heath, et al., 2002); Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002); Ndola (Heath, et al., 2002); Luanshya (Heath, et al., 2002); Katambora (Heath, et al., 2002); Victoria Falls (Heath, et al., 2002); Livingstone (Heath, et al., 2002); Lusaka (Heath, et al., 2002); Kanona (Heath, et al., 2002); Kasama (Heath, et al., 2002); Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).
*
Gegenes nostrodamus (Fabricius, 1793)

Hesperia nostrodamus Fabricius, 1793.  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 328 (488 pp.).

Type locality: North Africa: “Barbaria”.

Distribution: Senegal (extreme north-west), Sudan, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman.

Extralimital in the Southern Palaearctic Region, north Africa, Middle East, India.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Richard-Toll (Condamin teste Larsen, 2005a); Mako (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Sudan – Khatoum Botanical Gardens (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Light pygmy skipper.

Habitat: In West Africa it is an oasis butterfly in the Sahel (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Aerulopus species (Poaceae) [Benyamini, 1994 (Sinai)].

Panicum species (Poaceae) [Benyamini, 1994 (Sinai)].
proclea Walker, 1870 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Entomologist 5: 56 (48-57).  Egypt: “Cairo”.
karsana Moore, 1874 (as sp. of ?).  Ref?.  Larsen, 2005a: 546 states that this subspecies (from the Oriental Region) is “superfluous”.
*
Gegenes pumilio (Hoffmansegg, 1804)

Papilio pumilio Hoffmansegg, 1804.  Magazin für Insektenkunde (Illeger) 4: 202 (181-206).

Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Ghana, Nigeria, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman.

Extralimital in southern Europe (including Greece), Middle East, India.

Common name: Dark hottentot skipper; pygmy skipper.

Habitat: Savanna and the grassy slopes of mountains.  In West Africa it is mainly in Sudan savanna, but also occurs in the southern Sahel (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This species is local and uncommon in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is low down and rapid and individuals often rest on the ground or on low vegetation.  Damp places and flowers are often visited.  Males establish territories anywhere in the habitat, only occasionally hilltopping (Pringle et al., 1994).  They also fly up and down dry riverbeds at great speed (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: All year in warmer areas, and from October to March in colder ones.

Early stages:

Dujardin, 1990.

Henning, Henning, Joannou and Woodhall, 1997: 204.

Egg yellow to pale green; dome-shaped.  Final instar larva pale green with white stripes, all but two of which end just short of head; glabrous except posterior segments which are covered by white setae; head pale brown, finely setose, with symmetrical lighter stripes, edged with dark brown; stripes on head begin on either side of a central dorsal point and run down and outwards, before curving inwards to end on either side of mandibles; attains length of 35 mm.  Pupa 24 mm; pale green with fine white stripes; cylindrical, tapering posteriorly; pointed cephalic process; wing cases and proboscis poorly defined.

Eggs laid singly on a leaf of foodplant.  Larva lives in shelter made from leaves of foodplant, emerging to feed at night.  Early instars construct shelter by attaching edges of blade of grass with silk.  In last two instars up to five blades used to construct shelter.  Duration of larval stages about 45 days.  Pupation takes place in larval shelter; pupal stage duration about 60 days.

Lafranchis, 2005.

Larval food:

Pennisetum clandestinum Chiov. (Poaceae) (exotic) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 336].

Ehrharta species (Poaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou and Woodhall, 1997: 205].

Cynodon species (Poaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou and Woodhall, 1997: 205].

Note: The taxonomy of this species is discussed by Larsen, 1982 (see also Larsen, 2005a: 545.
Gegenes pumilio pumilio (Hoffmansegg, 1804)

Papilio pumilio Hoffmansegg, 1804.  Magazin für Insektenkunde (Illeger) 4: 202 (181-206).

Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman.

Extralimital in southern Europe, Middle East, India.
lefebvrii Rambur, 1840 in Rambur, [1838-40] (as sp. of Philoodus).  Faune entomologique de l’Andalusie 2: 308 (336 pp.). Paris.  Italy: “Sardaigne”.
Gegenes pumilio gambica (Mabille, 1878)

Pamphila gambica Mabille, 1878.  Petites Nouvelles Entomologiques 2: 233 (233-236).

Synonym of Gegenes pumilio (Hoffmansegg, 1804).  Ackery et al., 1995: 135.

Gegenes pumilio gambica (Mabille, 1878).  Pringle et al., 1994: 336.
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Gegenes pumilio gambica.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Odzi Bridge, S. Rhodesia.  2.5.57.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2880).

Type locality: “Ex interiore Senegambia”.  The type in “Coll. Mabille” appears to have been lost.

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Ghana (north), Nigeria (north), Zambia (from Lusaka eastwards), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Mole N.P. (J. Ciha teste Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia: Lusaka; Chisamba; Ndola; Mpongwe; Luongo River; Kawambwa (Heath, et al., 2002).

Namibia – Windhoek; Guchab; Buschbrunnen Farm (Pinhey).

Limpopo Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelspoort Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams); Mountain Sanctuary N.R. (Williams).

Gauteng – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelsdrif Conservancy (Williams).

Free State Province – Ladybrand (Swanepoel, 1953); Ficksburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Tugela (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Ixopo (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Toleni (Swanepoel, 1953); Kei River (Swanepoel, 1953); Umtata (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

occulta Trimen, 1891 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1891: 103 (59-107).  South Africa: “Transvaal; Barberton, Potchefstroom”; Namibia/Botswana: “Omrora; Otiemboro; Okavango River”.
ursula Holland, 1896 (as sp. of Parnara?).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 64 (2-107).  “East Africa”.
Gegenes pumilio monochroa (Rebel, 1907)

as?  Rebel, 1907.  Denkschrift der Akademie der Wissenschaften Wien. 71 (2): 37, 77 (31-130). [1931 republication].

Synonym of Gegenes pumilio (Hoffmansegg, 1804).  Ackery et al., 1995: 135.

Gegenes pumilio monochroa (Rebel, 1907).  Henning et al., 1997: 203.

Type locality: Yemen: “Sokótra”.

Distribution: Yemen: Socotra Island.
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