SUPERFAMILY HESPERIOIDEA

Latreille, 1809
FAMILY HESPERIIDAE

Latreille, 1809

SUBFAMILY HETEROPTERINAE

Aurivillius, 1925
Genus Hovala Evans, 1937

A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 4, 64 (212 pp.).
Type-species: Cyclopides pardalina Butler, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus of five species confined to Madagascar.


*
Hovala amena (Grose-Smith, 1891)

Cyclopides amena Grose-Smith, 1891.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 7: 127 (122-128).

Type locality: Madagascar: “North-west coast of Madagascar”.

Distribution: Madagascar (north-west).

Habitat: Unknown (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Hovala arota Evans, 1937

Hovala arota Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 65 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Hovala dispar (Mabille, 1877)

Cyclopides dispar Mabille, 1877.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (5) 7: 73 (71-73).

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar (central and east). 

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
disparilis Oberthür, 1916 (as sp. of Heteropterus).  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 235 (177-244).  Madagascar: “forêts d’Alahakato, des environs de Tamatave, de Fianarantsoa, d’Antsianaka”.
*
Hovala pardalina (Butler, 1879)

Cyclopides pardalina Butler, 1879.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 4: 233 (227-246).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Antananarivo”.

Distribution: Madagascar (central, north, north-east).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
labordei Oberthür, 1916 (as sp. of Heteropterus).  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 236 (177-244).  Madagascar: “Fianarantsoa”.
*
Hovala saclavus (Mabille, 1891)

Cyclopides saclavus Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 107 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar (east).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
gallienii Oberthür, 1916 (as sp. of Heteropterus).  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 235 (177-244).  Madagascar: “Antsianaka et près du lac Alaotra”.
Genus Metisella Hemming, 1934
Stylops 3: 99 (97-99). [Replacement name for Watsonia Tutt.]

Type-species: Papilio metis Linnaeus, by original designation.

= Watsonia Tutt, 1906 in Tutt, 1905-6.  A natural history of the British butterflies; their world-wide variation and geographical distribution 1: 191 (479 pp.). London.  Type-species: Papilio metis Linnaeus, by original designation.  [Invalid; junior homonym of Watsonia Elwes and Edwards, 1897, and Watsonia Folin, [1880].]

An Afrotropical genus of 22 species.


*
Metisella abdeli (Krüger, 1928)

Pamphila abdeli Krüger, 1928.  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 22: 287 (287-288).

Type locality: [Africa]: “Columbien”. [False locality.].

Diagnosis: A variable species, with a number of described forms (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Distinguished from M. metis on the underside by the presence of faint yellow spots (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Common name: Eastern sylph.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Similar to those of M. metis (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Metisella abdeli abdeli (Krüger, 1928)

Pamphila abdeli Krüger, 1928.  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 22: 287 (287-288).

Type locality: [Africa]: “Columbien”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia (north-east), Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (eastern border), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Mpika; Shiwa Ngandu; Mbala; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).
orientalis Aurivillius, 1925 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as f. of Cyclopides metis).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 551 (614 pp.).).  “the whole of east Africa as far as Mt Elgon”.  [Invalid; see Seven, 1997 (Centre for Entomological Studies Miscellaneous Papers 48: 3 (2-3).]
alpha Evans, 1937 (as f. of Metisella orientalis).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 70 (212 pp.).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “S. Semliki Valley”.
beta Evans, 1937 (as f. of Metisella orientalis).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 70 (212 pp.).  Malawi: “Nyasaland (Mlanje)”.
gamma Evans, 1937 (as f. of Metisella orientalis).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 70 (212 pp.).  Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.
delta Evans, 1937 (as f. of Metisella orientalis).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 71 (212 pp.).  Malawi: “Nyasaland (Mlanje)”.
zeta Evans, 1937 (as f. of Metisella orientalis).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 71 (212 pp.).  Uganda: “Kabale 5,500 ft”.
theta Evans, 1937 (as f. of Metisella orientalis).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 71 (212 pp.).  Kenya: “Hoey’s Bridge”.
kappa Evans, 1937 (as f. of Metisella orientalis).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 71 (212 pp.).  Tanzania: “Usambara (Nguela)”.
lamda Evans, 1937 (as f. of Metisella orientalis).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 71 (212 pp.).  Tanzania: “Great Craters, Tanganyika”.
Metisella abdeli elgona Evans, 1938

Metisella abdeli elgona Evans, 1938.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (11) 1: 312 (312-315).

Type locality: Kenya/Uganda: “Mount Elgon, 12,000 feet”.

Distribution: Kenya/Uganda (Near the summit of Mt Elgon). 
*
Metisella aegipan (Trimen, 1868)

Cyclopides aegipan Trimen, 1868.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1868: 94 (69-96).

Metisella aegipan (Trimen, 1868).  Hemming, 1934 (Stylops 3: 99).

Type locality: South Africa: “Amatola Mountains, on the summit of the Hog’s Back”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

General remarks: Discovered by Colonel J.H. Bowker on the Hogsback, Eastern Cape Province on 20th January, 1867 (Trimen & Bowker, 1889).

Distribution: Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Lesotho.

Common name: Mountain sylph.

Habitat: Wetlands, marshy places and grassy gullies, in montane grassland.

Habits: The flight is slow, just above the level of the grass.  They fly backwards and forwards over the marshy ground that they favour, sometimes resting on grass stems with folded wings or feeding from flowers.

Flight period: December to February for the nominate subspecies and January-February for ssp. inyanga (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Metisella aegipan aegipan (Trimen, 1868)

Cyclopides aegipan Trimen, 1868.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1868: 94 (69-96).

Type locality: South Africa: “Amatola Mountains, on the summit of the Hog’s Back”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province – extreme east, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – The Downs – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (Swanepoel, 1953); Haenertsburg – Paardevlei (Swanepoel, 1953); Welcome Mine (Swanepoel, 1953); Chuniespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Ysterberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Makapan’s Caves (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Waterberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Nylstroom (Swanepoel, 1953); Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Wolkberg (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg District (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Waterval Boven (Swanepoel, 1953); Graskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Verlorenvalei (Warren).

North West Province – Magaliesberg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Krugersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Drakensberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Table Mountain, Ulundi, 6 000 feet, Weenen County (Trimen & Bowker, 1889).

Eastern Cape Province – Hog’s Back (Bowker; TL); Queenstown (Swanepoel, 1953), Amatola Mountains, above 1 800 m (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Lesotho – Blue Mountain Pass (Kroon).
Metisella aegipan inyanga Evans, 1956

Metisella aegipan inyanga Evans, 1956.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 8: 882 (881-885).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Inyanga Downs, S. Rhodesia”.

Distribution: Mozambique (adjoining Zimbabwe), Zimbabwe (eastern border).

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Inyanga Mountains (TL); Chitora Hills (Pringle, et al., 1994); Mutare; Chimanimani Mountains (D. and R. Plowes).
*
Metisella alticola (Aurivillius, 1925)

Cyclopides alticola Aurivillius, 1925 in Seitz, 1908-25.  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 551 (614 pp.).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Central Africa: volcano of Birunga”; Kenya/Uganda: “Mt Elgon”.

Distribution: Uganda (west), Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Rwanda.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Metisella angolana (Karsch, 1896)

Cyclopides angolana Karsch, 1896.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 22: 375 (372-378).

[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]



Metisella angolana angolana.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Mwinilunga, Zambia.  24.3.72.  M. Mitchell.  (Henning collection - H21).

Type locality: “Hinterleib von Angola”.

Distribution: Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Zambia.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Metisella angolana angolana (Karsch, 1896)

Cyclopides angolana Karsch, 1896.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 22: 375 (372-378).
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Metisella angolana angolana.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Mwinilunga, Zambia.  24.3.72.  M. Mitchell.  (Henning collection - H21).

Type locality: “Hinterleib von Angola”.

Distribution: Angola, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga district (Heath, et al., 2002).
Metisella angolana cooksoni (Druce, 1905)

Cyclopides cooksoni Druce, 1905.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1905: 260 (251-262).

Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo], not Zambia (see Cookson, 1954): “North-west Rhodesia”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba).

Note: Heath, et al. (2002: 9) aver that cooksoni may only be a seasonal form of angolana.

*
Metisella carsoni (Butler, 1898)

Cyclopides carsoni Butler, 1898.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1898: 57 (49-58).
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Metisella carsoni.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Abercorn, N. Rhodesia.  Feb 61.  Russell Badham.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2813).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Fwambo, Tanganyika”.

Distribution: Tanzania (Fwambo and Kungwe), Zambia (north-east).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Shiwa Ngandu; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002); Abercorn (Badham).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Heath, et al. (2002: 9) suggest that carsoni may be a seasonal form of M. formosus linda.  Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003 doubt this, on the grounds that carsoni and formosus are not everywhere sympatric (e.g. only carsoni is found at Sibweza in Tanzania).

*
Metisella congdoni de Jong & Kielland, 1983

Metisella congdoni de Jong & Kielland, 1983.  Entomologische Berichten 43: 169 (169-172).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mufindi, Kireme, 5900'”.

Distribution: Tanzania (south).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Metisella decipiens (Butler, 1896)

Heteropterus decipiens Butler, 1896.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 18: p.? (159-163).

Type locality: Malawi: “Kondowi, Lower Nyika”.

Distribution: Malawi, Tanzania (south).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
abscissa Gaede, 1917 (as sp. of Cyclopides).  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 11: 29 (29-31).  Tanzania: “Kigonsera, Deutsch-O.-Afrika”.  Ackery, et al., 1995: 84 state: Evans (1937) treats abscissa Gaede as a subspecies, but according to Gifford (1965) it is sympatric with decipiens.
*
Metisella formosus (Butler, 1894)

Heteropterus formosus Butler, 1894.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1893: 670 (643-684).

Type locality: Malawi: “Zomba”.

Distribution: Malawi, Zambia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania, Kenya, Ethiopia, Uganda, Tanzania.

Habitat: Forest edges (Heath, et al., 2002).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Metisella formosus formosus (Butler, 1894)

Heteropterus formosus Butler, 1894.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1893: 670 (643-684).

Type locality: Malawi: “Zomba”.

Distribution: Malawi.
Metisella formosus linda Evans, 1937

Metisella formosus linda Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 74 (212 pp.).
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Metisella formosus linda.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Chinsali, N. Rhodesia.  V.1917.  Rhodesia Museum.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2813).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congo (Kambove, Katanga, 4,500 ft)”.

Distribution: Zambia (north), Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Tanzania (west), Kenya (west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Nyakanazi, Biharamulo District; Malagarasi River crossing (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Zambia – Mwinilunga; Kabompo River; Solwezi; Mufulira; Kitwe; Ndola; Miengwe; Mpongwe; Kawambwa; Kalungwishi River; Shiwa Ngandu; Mpika (Heath, et al., 2002).
Metisella formosus mittoni Carcasson, 1961

Metisella formosus mittoni Carcasson, 1961.  Occasional Papers. Coryndon Memorial Museum, Nairobi 7: 23 (1-23).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Mega, southern Ethiopia”.

Distribution: Ethiopia (south).
Metisella formosus nyanza Evans, 1937

Metisella formosus nyanza Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 74 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “N.W. of Victoria Nyanza, 4,000 ft”.

Distribution: Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo (east - Kivu), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Munene Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
*
Metisella kakamega de Jong, 1976

Metisella kakamega de Jong, 1976.  Zoologische Mededeelingen 49: 302 (299-306).

Type locality: Kenya: “Western Province, Kakamega District, Kakamega forest”.

Distribution: Kenya (west).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Metisella kambove (Neave, 1910)

Cyclopides kambove Neave, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 76 (2-86).
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Metisella kambove.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Mufulira, Zambia.  9/ii/1980.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kambove”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia.

Common name: Kambove sylph.

Habitat: Moist Brachystegia woodland.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Metisella kambove kambove (Neave, 1910)

Cyclopides kambove Neave, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 76 (2-86).
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Metisella kambove kambove.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Mufulira, Zambia.  9/ii/1980.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kambove”.

Distribution: Tanzania (south-west), Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Zambia (north-west to Copperbelt).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kambove (TL).

Zambia: Mwinilunga; Kabompo River; Solwezi; Mufulira (Heath et al., 2002).


Metisella kambove gamma de Jong (in prep. – see Larsen, 2005a)

Metisella kambove gamma, 2006?.  

Type locality: ?

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Gashaka-Gumpti N.P. (A. Dunn teste Larsen, 2005a).

*
Metisella kumbona Evans, 1937

Metisella kumbona Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 73 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Nigeria.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Metisella malgacha (Boisduval, 1833)

Steropes malgacha Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 215 (149-270).

Cyclopides malgacha (Boisduval, 1833).  Trimen, 1866 (Rhop. Afr. Aust., ii, p. 294, n. 183).

Metisella malgacha (Boisduval, 1833).  Hemming, 1934 (Stylops 3: 99).

Type locality: [South Africa]: “environs de Tamatave”. [False locality.].  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Distribution: South Africa, Lesotho.  Evans (1937) records specimens from Mozambique.

Diehl (1955) recorded the species from Madagascar but this is probably a misidentification of a Fulda species collected from the Betroka region (Lees et al., 2003).

Common name: Grassveld sylph.

Habitat: Grassland, and grassy areas in the fynbos and Karoo, from sea-level in the Western Cape Province to 3 000 metres in Lesotho.

Habits: Flies slowly, less than a metre above the ground.  Settles on grass stems, usually with the wings closed.  Both sexes are attracted to flowers.

Flight period: All year but scarce to absent in winter in colder climates. 
Early stages:

Clark, in Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 244; plate 20 [as Metisella malgacha malgacha; (apparently) Cape Town, Western Cape].

Larval food:

Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 190].
Metisella malgacha malgacha (Boisduval, 1833)

Steropes malgacha Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 215 (149-270).

Type locality: [South Africa]: “environs de Tamatave”. [False locality.].  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal (south), Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

North West Province – Potchefstroom (Trimen & Bowker, 1889).

Gauteng – Johannesburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Free State Province – Vet River (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Bethulie (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladybrand (Swanepoel, 1953); Ficksburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Bethlehem (Swanepoel, 1953); Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Karkloof (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Balgowan (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Between Somerset East and Murraysburg (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Stormberg (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Port St Johns (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Somerset East (Swanepoel, 1953); Molteno (Swanepoel, 1953); Middelburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Burgersdorp (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Tsomo River (Trimen & Bowker, 1889).

Western Cape Province – Cape Town (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Hout Bay (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Noord Hoek (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Simonstown (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Stellenbosch (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Paarl (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Robertson (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Swellendam (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Plettenberg Bay (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Assegaaibos (Swanepoel, 1953).

Northern Cape Province – Noupoort (Swanepoel, 1953).

Lesotho – Maseru (Swanepoel, 1953); Leribe (Swanepoel, 1953).
limpopona Wallengren, 1857 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 50 (55 pp.).  South Africa: “Caffraria”.
Metisella malgacha orina Vári, 1976

Metisella malgacha orina Vári, 1976.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 30: 124 (121-144).
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Metisella malgacha orina.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 20mm.  Sterkspruit Nature Reserve, Mpumalanga, South Africa.  3 November, 2001.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
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Metisella malgacha orina.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 23mm.  Sterkspruit Nature Reserve, Mpumalanga, South Africa.  22 September, 2001.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).

Type locality: Lesotho: “Mokhotlong”.  Holotype (male) in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal – Drakensberg), Lesotho.  The specimens illustrated above are from near Lydenburg and more closely resemble ssp. orina than specimens of the nominate subspecies from the Cape Peninsula.

Specific localities:

Mpumalanga – Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams).

Lesotho – Mokhotlong (TL); Giant’s Castle (Swanepoel, 1953).
*
Metisella medea Evans, 1937
Metisella medea Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 69 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Kenya: “Mt Kenya”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi.

Common name: Medea sylph.

Habitat: Submontane meadows (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Poaceae [Larsen, 2005a].
Metisella medea medea Evans, 1937
Metisella medea Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 69 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Kenya: “Mt Kenya”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo (east).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Gashaka-Gumpti N.P. (A. Dunn teste Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – Mount Kenya (TL).

Note: The taxonomic status of the populations in Nigeria and Cameroon is uncertain; they may be an undescribed subpecies or even species (Larsen, 2005a). 

Metisella medea nyika Evans, 1937

Metisella medea nyika Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 69 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Malawi: “Kusungu Mt, Nyasaland”.

Distribution: Tanzania (southern highlands), Malawi (Nyika Plateau).

Specific localities:

Malawi – Kusungu Mountain (TL).

Note: Larsen (2005a) states that this subspecies should be considered a distinct species.

*
Metisella meninx (Trimen, 1873)

Cyclopides meninx Trimen, 1873.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1873: 121 (101-124).

Thymelicus meninx (Trimen, 1873).  Wallengren, 1875 (Ofv. K. Vet.-Akad. Forh., 1875, p. 92).

Metisella meninx (Trimen, 1873).  Hemming, 1934 (Stylops 3: 99).
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Metisella meninx.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 23mm.  Rayton, Gauteng Province, South Africa.  24 January, 1998.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).

Type locality: South Africa: “Potchefstroom, Transvaal Republic”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

General remarks:  Discovered by Walter Morant, in December 1868, in the Potchefstroom District, North West Province (Trimen & Bowker, 1889).

Distribution: Angola, South Africa (Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province (north), KwaZulu-Natal (north-west)).

The record for Angola (Evans, 1937) is probably erroneous, and likely refers to another species of Metisella.

Specific localities:

Mpumalanga – Middelvlei (Swanepoel, 1953); Argent (Swanepoel, 1953); Piet Retief (Swanepoel, 1953); White River (Swanepoel, 1953); Sabie River (Swanepoel, 1953); near Amsterdam (Pringle, et al., 1994).

North West Province – Potchefstroom (Morant; TL); Potchefstroom – Die Oog (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Pretoria – Waterval (Swanepoel, 1953); Fairy Glen (Swanepoel, 1953); Johannesburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Pyramid, north of Pretoria (Pringle, et al., 1994); near Rayton (Williams).

Free State Province – banks of the Vaal River, near Sasolburg (Kroon).

KwaZulu-Natal – banks of the Ngogo River, near Newcastle (Hutchinson).

Common name: Marsh sylph.

Habitat: Marshes and stream banks in wetlands in open grassland, at altitudes of 1 400 to 1700 metres.  The marshes are often in the headwaters of streams (Henning and Roos, 2001).

Habits: Males fly in a skipping, irregular pattern just above the level of the grass, during most hours of the day.  They rest on grass blades (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Females are less active and tend to fly lower down among the grass blades.  Both sexes feed from flowers, those recorded including Scabiosa columbaria (Dipsacaceae), Persicaria attenuata (Polygonaceae), Veronica anagallis-aquatica (Scrophulariaceae), Conyza podocephala (Asteraceae) (Henning and Roos, 2001).  Males occasionally drink from damp spots with decaying vegetation.

Flight period: December to March.  In certain, drier summers the flight period may be restricted to December and January.

Conservation status: Classified as vulnerable in the South African Red Data List.

Early stages:

Henning & Roos, 2001: 28, 29 [as Metisella meninx].

Egg just under 1 mm in diameter and 0,5 mm high; dome-shaped; greenish yellow; smooth, with slight pores.  First instar larva just over 2 mm long on eclosion; greenish yellow with short greyish yellow spines; head large, black with smooth surface; conspicuous dark brown neck-shield; body becomes greenish after first few feeds.

Eggs laid on upper surface of leaf-blade, about half way down.  May be laid singly but often two eggs are laid up to half a centimetre apart.  Eggs eclose after about two to three weeks.  Larvae construct a shelter at the tip of a leaf, on the upper surface, by connecting the leaf edges.  The shelter is lined with silk.  The larva is thus secreted by day and at night, when the leaf curls, the silk maintains the shape of the shelter thus preventing injury to the larva.  The larvae feed during the cooler hours, in the early morning and late afternoon.
Larval food:

Leersia hexandra Swartz (Poaceae) (Rice grass) [Henning and Roos, 2001: 28].

Recent literature:

Henning, G.A., and Roos, P.S. 2001.  Metamorphosis 12 (1): 26-33.

argentiostriatus Plötz, 1886 (as sp. of Cyclopides).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 47: 110 (83-117).  South Africa: “Natal”.
*
Metisella metis (Linnaeus, 1764)

Papilio metis Linnaeus, 1764.  Museum Ludovicae Ulricae Reginae: 325 (720 pp.). Holmiae.

Hesperia metis (Linnaeus, 1764).  Latreille, 1823 (Enc. Meth., ix p. 776, n. 129).

Cyclopides metis (Linnaeus, 1764).  Trimen, 1866 (Rhop. Afr. Aust., ii, p. 293, n. 182).

Heteropterus metis (Linnaeus, 1764).  Staudinger, 1888 (Exot. Schmett., I, pl. 100).

Cyclopides metis (Cramer).  Trimen & Bowker, 1889 (S.A. Butts., III, p.266).

Metisella metis (Linnaeus, 1764).  Hemming, 1934 (Stylops 3: 99).

Type locality: South Africa: “Cap. b. spei”.  [Lectotype designated by Honey and Scoble, 2001: 349.]

Distribution: Mozambique, Zimababwe, South Africa, Swaziland.


Recorded, in error, from Angola by Trimen & Bowker, 1889.

Common name: Gold spotted sylph; gold spotted skipper.

Habitat: Forest and moist woodland.  The nominate subspecies occurs in more open habitats in the Western Cape Province.

Habits: This is an active insect but the flight is relatively slow and fluttering (Trimen & Bowker, 1889).  Both sexes regularly feed from flowers.  Males establish poorly defined territories in clearings or along paths in the forest or bush.  Both sexes usually rest on the leaves of low growing bushes or herbaceous plants, often with the wings half opened (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Trimen & Bowker (1889) note that the wings are often expanded when the butterfly is at rest but on occasion the wing are held erect but not touching.

Flight period: All year but much scarcer in the cooler months (Trimen & Bowker, 1889).

Early stages:

Clark, 1940: 46 [subsp. paris?].

Clark, in Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 246; plate 21 [as Metisella metis paris; Eastern Cape].

Larval food:

Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 190].

Panicum deustum Thunb. (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 190].

Setaria megaphylla (Poaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 128].
Stenotaphrum dimidiatum (Poaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 128].

Stenotaphrum glabrum (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 190].

Stenotaphrum secundatum (Walt.) Kuntze (Poaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 321].

Stipa dregeana Steud. (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 190].

Note: The subspecific taxonomy of this species is in doubt since the distribution of the nominate subspecies and ssp. paris appears to overlap in the Swellendam district (Pringle et al., 1994: 321).

Metisella metis metis (Linnaeus, 1764)

Papilio metis Linnaeus, 1764.  Museum Ludovicae Ulricae Reginae: 325 (720 pp.). Holmiae.

Type locality: South Africa: “Cap. b. spei”.

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province – from the Cape Peninsula, east to the Swellendam district).

Specific localities:

Western Cape Province – Cape Town (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Genadendal ((Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Caledon District (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Swellendam (Trimen & Bowker, 1889).
Metisella metis paris Evans, 1937

Metisella metis paris Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 70 (212 pp.).
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Metisella metis paris.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28m.  Cintsa East, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa.  20-31 December 2001.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
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Metisella metis paris.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 31mm.  Malta, Ptbg.  2/II/1927.  G. van Son.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2813).
Type locality: South Africa: “Natal”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Distribution: Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Woodbush (Swanepoel, 1953); Duiwelskloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Soutpansberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Entabeni Forest (Swanepoel, 1953); Louis Trichardt (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Lydenburg District (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Sabie (Swanepoel, 1953); Graskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Marieps Kop (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelspoort Nature Reserve (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Tunjumbili (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Oribi Gorge (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Eshowe (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Karkloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Balgowan (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Uitenhage (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Bathurst District (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); King William’s Town (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Windvogelberg (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Port Alfred (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Somerset East (Swanepoel, 1953); Suurberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Queenstown district (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Knysna (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Plettenberg Bay (Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Grootvadersbosch, between Swellendam and Heidelberg (Pringle, et al., 1994).

*
Metisella midas (Butler, 1894)

Cyclopides midas Butler, 1894.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1893: 671 (643-684).
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Metisella midas midas.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Zomba Plateau, Malawi.  9/4/80.  I. Bampton. (Henning collection - H19).

Type locality: Malawi: “Zomba”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Common name: Golden sylph.

Habitat: Damp, grassy edges of evergreen forest (Heath et al., 2002).  In West Africa it is found in grassy areas on the edges of submontane forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: The flight is slow and low down (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Metisella midas midas (Butler, 1894)

Cyclopides midas Butler, 1894.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1893: 671 (643-684).
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Metisella midas midas.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Zomba Plateau, Malawi.  9/4/80.  I. Bampton. (Henning collection - H19).

Type locality: Malawi: “Zomba”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Democratic Republic of Congo (east, including Shaba).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Chingola; Mufulira; Kitwe; Ndola; Lusaka; Chalimbana; Kanona; Samfya; Luongo River; Shiwa Ngandu (Heath, et al., 2002).
xanthometis Mabille, 1898 (as sp. of Cyclopides).  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France 66: 218 (182-231).  “Afrique centrale”.
Metisella midas malda Evans, 1937

Metisella midas malda Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 68 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Kumbo, 5,500 ft”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Obudu Plateau), Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Kumbo (TL).
*
Metisella perexcellens (Butler, 1896)

Cyclopides perexcellens Butler, 1896.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 18: 161 (159-163).

Type locality: Malawi: “Kasungu Mountain, 7425 feet alt., Nyika”.

Distribution: Malawi, Tanzania.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Metisella perexcellens perexcellens (Butler, 1896)

Cyclopides perexcellens Butler, 1896.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 18: 161 (159-163).

Type locality: Malawi: “Kasungu Mountain, 7425 feet alt., Nyika”.

Distribution: Malawi.  Apparently only known from the type series.
Metisella perexcellens marunga Evans, 1937

Metisella perexcellens marunga Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 73 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Marung Plateau”.

Distribution: Tanzania.  Known only from the type locality.
Metisella perexcellens sitebi Kielland, 1982

Metisella perexcellens sitebi Kielland, 1982.  Lambillionea 81: 90 (86-90).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mpanda, Sitebi Mt”.

Distribution: Tanzania (Mpanda district).
*
Metisella quadrisignatus (Butler, 1894)

Cyclopides quadrisignatus Butler, 1894.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1893: 670 (643-684).

Type locality: Malawi: “Zomba”.

Distribution: Sudan, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Metisella quadrisignatus quadrisignatus (Butler, 1894)

Cyclopides quadrisignatus Butler, 1894.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1893: 670 (643-684).

Type locality: Malawi: “Zomba”.

Distribution: Sudan (south), Kenya (south-east - Chyulu Hills), Tanzania, Malawi.
Metisella quadrisignatus nanda Evans, 1937

Metisella quadrisignatus nanda Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 72 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Kenya: “Escarpment, 6,500 ft”.

Distribution: Kenya (highlands east of the Rift Valley).
*
Metisella syrinx (Trimen, 1868)

Cyclopides syrinx Trimen, 1868.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1868: 93 (69-96).

Metisella syrinx (Trimen, 1868).  Hemming, 1934 (Stylops 3: 99).

Type locality: South Africa: “on the summit of Gaika’s Kop, the highest point of the Amatola Mountains, being about 6,800 feet above sea-level”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal (south-west), Eastern Cape Province (north-east)), Lesotho (south).

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Drakensberg Gardens (Kroon).

Eastern Cape Province – Gaika’s Kop (Bowker; TL); Hogsback Mountains; Great Winterberg; Elandsberg (Pringle et al., 1994).

Lesotho – Maluti Mountains (Trimen & Bowker, 1889).

Common name: Bamboo sylph.

Habitat: Rocky areas on the summit of mountains, in montane grassland.  Very closely associated with the larval host-plant, mountain bamboo.

Habits: May be found in large numbers, during the peak of its flight period, flying slowly around the larval host-plant.  Male territories are in the stands of mountain bamboo, perching on the plant itself.

Flight period: January and February (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Thamnocalamus tessellatus (Nees) Sonderstrom Ellis (Poaceae) (mountain bamboo) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 191; as Arundinaria tessellata].
*
Metisella trisignatus (Neave, 1904)

Cyclopides trisignatus Neave, 1904.  Novitates Zoologicae 11: 343 (323-363).

Type locality: [Kenya]: “Entebbe”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Metisella trisignatus trisignatus (Neave, 1904)

Cyclopides trisignatus Neave, 1904.  Novitates Zoologicae 11: 343 (323-363).

Type locality: [Kenya]: “Entebbe”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Kenya (highlands west of the Rift Valley).
Metisella trisignatus tanga Evans, 1937

Metisella trisignatus tanga Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 72 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Great Craters, Tanganyika”.

Distribution: Tanzania (highlands), Zambia (north-east).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Kundalila Falls near Kanona (Heath, et al., 2002).
*
Metisella tsadicus (Aurivillius, 1905)

Cyclopides formosus var. tsadicus Aurivillius, 1905.  Arkiv för Zoologi 2 (12): 23 (47 pp.).

Type locality: [Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a)]: “Süd-Bormu: Dile”.

Distribution: Guinea (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Nigeria (north-east), Cameroon (north - Lake Tchad area), Central African Republic, Sudan (south), Uganda (north), Ethiopia (south-west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Labe in the Fouta Djalon (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a; single male).

Common name: Northern netted sylph.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note:  The population in Guinea is probably a distinct subspecies or species (Larsen, 2005a).

ogwanyi Bethune-Baker, 1906 (as sp. of Cyclopides).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 17: 110 (104-110).  Uganda: “Patigo”.
birbiranus Ungemach, 1932 (as sp. of Cyclopides).  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 101 (1-122).  Ethiopia: “Youbdo”.
*
Metisella willemi (Wallengren, 1857)

Heteropterus willemi Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 47 (55 pp.).

Cyclopides willemi (Wallengren, 1857).  Trimen, 1866 (Rhop. Afr. Aust., ii, p. 296, n. 186).

Metisella willemi (Wallengren, 1857).  Hemming, 1934 (Stylops 3: 99).
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Metisella willemi.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Mahalapye, Bechuanaland.  6.iv.1954.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2814).
Type locality: South Africa: “Caffraria” [False locality].

Distribution: Somalia (Butler teste Trimen & Bowker, 1889), Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana (east), Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Mwinilunga; Chingola; Kalulushi; Kabwe; Chisamba; Chalimbana; Pemba; Choma; Mpika District; Luongo River; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Botswana – Mahalapye (Pennington).

Namibia – Damaraland (Hewitson teste Trimen & Bowker, 1889).

Limpopo Province – Waterberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane – Moske’s bush (Swanepoel, 1953); Solomandale – Sand River bush (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Lydenburg district (Ayres teste Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Barberton (Palmer teste Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Crocodile River (Barber teste Trimen & Bowker, 1889).

North West Province – Marico River (Selous teste Trimen & Bowker, 1889); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Netted sylph.

Habitat: Savanna, especially along streams fringed by trees that provide an almost closed canopy.  Also in densely wooded clumps of bush.

Habits: Flies in the shade of trees among long green grass, especially on the banks of streams.  The flight is slow and skipping, just above the grass.  Both sexes regularly visit flowers and males occasionally mud-puddle.  Males establish territories in the shade of trees, and use grass blades as perches.

Flight period: December to May; commonest from January to March.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Setaria species (Poaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 130].
cheles Hewitson, 1868 in Hewitson, 1867-8 (as sp. of Cyclopides).  Descriptions of one hundred new species of Hesperidae [sic]: 42 (56 pp.). London.  Namibia: “Damara Land”.
Genus Tsitana Evans, 1937

A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 4, 75 (212 pp.).
Type-species: Cyclopides tsita Trimen, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus of five species, four of them in southern Africa.

*
Tsitana dicksoni Evans, 1956

Tsitana dicksoni Evans, 1956.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 8: 882 (881-885).

Type locality: South Africa: “Fransch Hoek Mts. (North of top of pass), Cape Province”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Diagnosis: Differs from T. tulbagha in that on the hindwing underside the ground-colour is more ochreous brown.  There are also differences in the genitalia (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Western Cape Province – Du Toit’s Kloof (Dickson); Franschhoek Pass (Dickson; TL); Klein Drakenstein Mountains (Dickson); Garcia’s Pass; Robinson Pass (Pennington).

Common name: Dickson’s sylph.

Habitat: Grassy spots in montane Fynbos vegetation.

Habits: It has a relatively fast, skipping flight pattern (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Rests regularly on rocks or on the ground but is rarely seen at flowers.  Males establish territories near the larval host-plants, often using a shrub as the central point of the territory.  They perch on grass stems, or on the ground or a rock.

Flight period: November and December (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

(Probably) Pseudopentameris macrantha (Schrad.) Conert (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 192; as Pentameris macrantha].
*
Tsitana tsita (Trimen, 1870)

Cyclopides tsita Trimen, 1870.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1870: 386 (341-390).
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Tsitana tsita.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Malelane, Kruger National Park, 11 November, 1998.  M.C. Williams.
Type locality: Lesotho: “Koro-Koro”; South Africa: “Natal, on the Tongaati and Jutzutze Rivers”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Diagnosis: The underside of the hindwing is variable; from pale veining on a brown background to a variable amount of grey scaling, from only a few streaks between the veins, to almost diffuse (Evans, 1937).  Specimens from colonies at high altitudes (Golden Gates Highland National Park, in the Free State Province) have more rounded wings (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), Lesotho.

Although widespread it occurs in local colonies of undertermined size.

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Makapan’s Cave (Swanepoel, 1953); Ysterberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane – Witkoppie (Swanepoel, 1953); Chuniespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Wolkberg – Welcome Mine (Swanepoel, 1953); Wolkberk – Paardevlei (Swanepoel, 1953); The Downs – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Malelane, KNP (Williams).

North West Province – Rustenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953); Krugersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953).

Free State Province – Sasolburg (Kroon).

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Verulam (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Sodwana Bay (S. Henning).

Eastern Cape Province – King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Tsomo River (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Lesotho – Koro Koro (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Dismal sylph.

Habitat: Grassland, from sea level to 2 600 metres.

Habits: Flies with a slow, skipping flight, just above the level of the grass.  Flowers are often visited.  They rest on grass blades and stems, and occasionally on the ground.  Males do not show definite hilltopping nor do they appear to defend defined territories.

Flight period: December to March.  Most abundant in January.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Stipa dregeana Steud. (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 191].
monochromus Mabille, 1891 (as sp. of Steropes).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 64 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).  South Africa: “Transvaal”.
*
Tsitana uitenhaga Evans, 1937

Tsitana tsita uitenhaga Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 75 (212 pp.).

Tsitana uitenhaga Evans, 1937.  Pringle et al., 1994: 322.
Type locality: South Africa: “Uitenhagen, Cape”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum.

Diagnosis: Differs from T. tsita in the following respects: wing shape less rounded; ground-colour browner; on hindwing underside a sharply defined white streak along vein 5 and traces of another along vein 1B, and veins paler (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Eastern Cape Province – Coega (Swanepoel, 1953); Coerney (Swanepoel, 1953); Addo (Swanepoel, 1953); Momasa near Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Port Alfred (Swanepoel, 1953); Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Bedford (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Western Cape Province – Heidelberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Seweweekspoort (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Uitenhage sylph.

Habitat: Grassy places and riverbeds in hot, dry, scrubby areas in the southern Karoo (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Colonies are localised, occurring in restricted areas.

Habits: Prefers to keep to shady areas under trees, where the host-plants grow.  Has a slow to rapid, skipping flight, close to the ground (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Both sexes feed from flowers.  Males establish territories near the larval host-plants, perching on grass stems or on the ground.

Flight period: From the end of September to the middle of December.  There are occasional records from January to March.  The biggest emergence is in October and November (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, in Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 248; plate 22 [as Tsitana uitenhaga; Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape].

Larval food:

Stipa dregeana Steud. (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 191].
*
Tsitana tulbagha Evans, 1937

Tsitana tulbagha Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 76 (212 pp.).

Type locality: South Africa: “Piquetberg”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Diagnosis: Much larger than either T. tsita or T. uitenhaga (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa.

Common name: Tulbagh sylph.

Habitat: Grassy, rocky areas in Fynbos (nominate ssp.) and Karoo (ssp. kaplani).

Habits: The flight is relatively fast, direct, often sustained and about a metre above the ground (Pringle, et al., 1994).  They are rarely seen feeding from flowers.  Males establish territories near patches of the coarse tussock grass that is the larval host-plant.  Usually they perch on the ground or on rocks.

Flight period: September to December for both subspecies (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 192 [as Tsitana tulbagha kaplani; locality not noted].

Pringle, et al., 1994: 323 [as Tsitana tulbagha kaplani; locality not noted].

Larval food:

Danthonia species (sensu lato) (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 191] (Tsitana tulbagha tulbagha).

Merxmuellera species (Poaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 323] (Tsitana tulbagha kaplani).

Pseudopentameris macrantha (Poaceae) [Kroon, 1999].
Tsitana tulbagha tulbagha Evans, 1937

Tsitana tulbagha Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 76 (212 pp.).

Type locality: South Africa: “Piquetberg”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Western Cape Province – Voëlvlei in the Tulbagh district (Trimen); Piketberg – Berg River bridge (TL); south-east of the town of Piketberg; Vanrhynsdorp district (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Tsitana tulbagha kaplani Dickson, 1976

Tsitana tulbagha kaplani Dickson, 1976.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 88: 312 (273-280, 307-314).

Type locality: South Africa: “Western Cape Province, Seven Weeks Poort”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Diagnosis: Distinguished from the nominate subspecies by the following characteristics: of greater average size; upperside darker; hindwing underside ground-colour dark brown (fawn in the nominate ssp.) (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Eastern Cape Province – Cockscomb Mountains (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Western Cape Province – Seweweekspoort (Kaplan; TL); Ceres Karoo; Worcester district; Swartberg; Outeniqua Mountains; Tsitsikamma Mountains; Karoopoort; Keeromsberg above the Hex River Valley; Karbonaatjes Kraal in the western Karoo; the hills near Brandvlei; Roodeberg in the Robertson Karoo; Montagu; Swellendam (Pringle, et al., 1994).
*
Tsitana wallacei (Neave, 1910)

Cyclopides wallacei Neave, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 76 (2-86).
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Tsitana wallacei.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Abercorn, N. Rhod.  Feb 1961.  R. Badham.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2814).

Type locality: Zambia: “Kansanshi, N.W. Rhodesia”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Tanzania (south-west), Zambia (north).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Mwinilunga; Mbala; Kanshanshi (TL); Mswebe; Kitwe; Ndola; Miengwe; Kafue Gorge (Luanshya); Nkala Loop (Kafue N.P.); Chisamba; Lusaka; Choma (Heath, et al., 2002); Abercorn (Badham).

Habitat: 

Flight period: January to March (Heath, et al., 2002).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Lepella Evans, 1937

A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 4, 76 (212 pp.).
Type-species: Hesperia lepeletier Latreille, by original designation.

A monobasic Afrotropical genus.

*
Lepella lepeletier (Latreille, 1824)

Hesperia lepeletier Latreille, 1824 in Latreille & Godart, [1819], [1824].  Encyclopédie Méthodique. Histoire Naturelle [Zoologie] 9 Entomologie: 777 (1-328 [1819], 329-828 [1824]). Paris.
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Lepella lepeletier.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Lisombo, Zambia.  29/iii/1977.  Fisher.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: [“Cap de Bonne-Espérance”]. [False locality.]

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Gabon, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west), Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a); Mambilla Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Rumpi Hills (T. Helps teste Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga district (Heath et al., 2002).

Common name: Lepeletier’s sylph.

Habitat: Submontane grassland in Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: The flight is bounding (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Poaceae [Van Someren, 1974: 325].
africanus Mabille; Plötz, 1884 (as sp. of Cyclopides).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 45: 395 (389-397).  “Afrika”.  [Invalid; manuscript name introduced in synonymy.]
romi Robbe, 1892 (as sp. of Cyclopides).  Annales de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 36: 132 (132-134).  “Congo”.
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