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TRIBE  LYCAENESTHINI

Toxopeus, 1929

Genus Anthene Doubleday, 1847
List of the specimens of lepidopterous insects in the collection of the British Museum 2: 27 (57 pp.).  London.
Type-species: Papilio larydas Cramer, by subsequent designation (Hemming, 1935 in Carpenter, 1935 (Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 83: 435 (313-447).).

A largely Afrotropical genus, with weak extension into the Oriental Region.  There are 146 species in the genus, 137 of which occur in the Afrotropical Region.  Following Heath, et al. (2002: vii), Cupidesthes Aurivillius, 1895, Neurypexina Bethune-Baker, 1910, Neurellipes Bethune-Baker, 1910 and Triclema Karsch, 1893 are treated as subgenera of Anthene Doubleday, 1847.

Two extralimital species of Anthene have been misattributed to the Afrotropical (Madagascan) fauna.  These are the Indo-Malasian A. emolus (Godart) (see Stempffer, 1954) and the Bornean taxon A. lycaenina miya (see Lees et al., 2003).
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Anthene sp. (ex Alan Gardiner).  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 22mm.  Ethiopia, Ghibe Valley 8°22’N.37°17’E, 20 Sep. 1997.  A.J. Gardiner.
Subgenus Anthene Doubleday, 1847
List of the specimens of lepidopterous insects in the collection of the British Museum 2: 27 (57 pp.).  London.
Type-species: Papilio larydas Cramer, by subsequent designation (Hemming, 1935 in Carpenter, 1935 (Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 83: 435 (313-447).).

= Lycaenesthes Moore, 1866. Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1865: 773 (755-823).  Type-species: Lycaenesthes bengalensis Moore, by monotypy [extralimital].

= Pseudoliptena Stempffer, 1946.  Revue Française d’Entomologie 13: 8 (8-19).  Type-species: Pseudoliptena bitje Stempffer (a chimera of Anthene ?lachares Hewitson, 1878 and Liptena modesta Kirby, 1890, not Druce, 1910), by original designation.  See Hemming, 1963  (Entomologist 96: ? (292-293)) and 1967 (Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) Suppl. 9: ? (509 pp.)).

Anthene (Anthene) abruptus (Gaede, 1915)

Lycaenesthes abruptus Gaede, 1915.  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 9: 72 (38-40, 71-74).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Jaunde-Bezirk”.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) afra (Bethune-Baker, 1910)

Lycaenesthes afra Bethune-Baker, 1910.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 27 (1-84).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Makala, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, North Kivu, Lualaba), Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).


Misattributed to the Ghana fauna by Stempffer (1965) and to the Kenya fauna by Ackery et al. (1995) (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a; single male).

Tanzania – Kere Hill, MII and Bulembe, in Minziro Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Common name: Black-edged ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A scarce species (Larsen, 2005a).  Males mud-puddle along forest roads and females are often found resting on low vegetation on road verges (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
lysias Hulstaert, 1924 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 181 (112-122, 173-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Dungu-Njangara-Doruma”.
Anthene (Anthene) alberta (Bethune-Baker, 1910)

Lycaenesthes alberta Bethune-Baker, 1910.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 28 (1-84).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congo (Makala)”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Ituri, Tanganika), Angola, Uganda, Tanzania, Kenya (west).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kakamega Forest.

Habitat: Primary forest.

Habits: Males are usually encountered on damp patches, or perched on a broad leaf on the edge of forest clearings (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.  The notes in Lamborn (1914: 476) must refer to another species as alberta does not occur in Nigeria, where his material originated.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) amarah (Guérin-Méneville, 1849)

Polyommatus amarah Guérin-Méneville, 1849.  In: Lefebrve, T., Voyage en Abyssinie (4) 6 (Zoologie): 384 (364-386).
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Anthene amarah.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Grahamstown.  11-III-1940.  G. van Son.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3903).

Type locality: Ethiopia.

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers comm., 2002), Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Kenya, Zambia (widespread), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).  Also in Arabia (Saudi Arabia, except the east, Yemen, Oman, United Arab Emirates).

Extralimitally in southern Jordan (Aquaba) and southern Egypt.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Cape Coast (Larsen, 2005a); Accra plains (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Lungu River; Livingstone; Lusaka; Chilanga; Luangwa Bridge; Mpongwe; Ndola; Mufulira; Kasaba Bay (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (Williams, Dec. 2006).
Mpumalanga – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).
North West Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelsdrif Conservancy (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Ixopo (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Umvoti (Swanepoel, 1953); Empangeni (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladysmith (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Uitenhage (Swanepoel, 1953); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Queenstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Graaff-Reinet (Swanepoel, 1953); Umtata (Swanepoel, 1953); Butterworth (Swanepoel, 1953); Tsomo River (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Swellendam (Swanepoel, 1953); Bonnievale (Swanepoel, 1953); Oudtshoorn (Swanepoel, 1953); George (Swanepoel, 1953); Robertson; Worcester; Hex River Valley (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Swaziland – Througout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).
Common name: Black-striped hairtail; leaden hairtail; leaden ciliate blue.

Habitat: Savanna, especially thornveld (Pringle, et al., 1994).  In West Africa the favoured habitat is Sudan savanna and the Sahel but is occasionally found in open areas in the forest zone (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a common to very common butterfly.  Usually found flying around the crowns of acacia trees, especially when these are in flower.  They may often also be seen low down (Larsen, 2005a).  Males are strongly territorial but do not hilltop.  Larsen (1991) notes that in Yemen certain perches were favoured by males year after year.

Flight period: Flies through the warmer months of the year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 225 [Mt. Elgon, Kenya].


The larva feeds on young terminal shoots of Acacia species.  Egg.  Laid singly on the young shoots.  They are whitish, circular and flattened, with a small dark central spot.  Diameter 0.5 mm.  Larva.  The larva is green and onisciform with the lateral edges scalloped and the dorsum double-ridged and bluntly serrated.  The points of the dorsal ridge and the scalloped edges of the carapace are yellow, and along the sides are dark green, white-edged, diagonal stripes.  Dorsal line between the ridges dark green.  Collar bilobed.  The anal segments are flattened as usual and carry a gland in the centre anteriorly and tubercles below it.  The latter are interesting and unusual.  The lateral anterior angles of the shield are enlarged and swollen to form shoulders, and the tubercles are exserted at a very sharp angle outwards from these; moreover, the orifice of each is on the side and therefore protected from above; the organs are rather longer than usual, whitish, with a large terminal rosette.  Length 14 mm.  Pupa.  Placed among the leaves or on the bark, and therefore either green or brown.  If green, there are yellow diagonal lateral stripes, and a white dorsothoracic line with rows of prominent black spots along the abdominal segments.  If brown, it is powdered with black and the black abdominal spots are not so prominent.  Thorax ridged with a depression between it and the abdominal segments.  Posterior extremity bluntly pointed.  Length 10 mm.  Parasites.  The Hymenoptera bred comprise two species of Anilastus, a Charops (Hymen., Ichneumonidae), and an Apanteles (Hymen., Braconidae); a tachinid was also bred.

Clark, 1940: 47 [as Lycaenesthes amarah].

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 105 [as Anthene amarah amarah; Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape].


“Egg.  0.5 mm diam. x 0.3 mm high.  Laid singly on young shoots.  Pale blue with raised, white moles and ribs.  Eggs hatch after 5 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 0.9 mm, growing to 1.75 mm in 6 days; 2nd instar growing to 3 mm in 6 days; 3rd instar growing to 5.5 mm in 5 days; 4th instar growing to 9.5 mm in 7 days; 5th instar growing to 17 mm in 10-12 days.  The honey-gland and tubercles are present in the 2nd to 5th instars.  Ants, which generally swarm on acacia, are in attendance and ‘milk’ the larvae.  Larvae, feed, at first, on the surface of a leaf; later, on the whole leaf, and strip a frond.  The colour varies considerably, through shades of green, with white-edged, dark green, diagonal stripes.  The dorsum and the subspiracular lines may be edged with pink.  The colour and markings, though striking in themselves, match the surroundings of the larvae.  There is a succession of broods.  Pupa.  11-12 mm.  Pale whitish yellow, sometimes with a green tint and pink diagonal lines.  Later, the pupa becomes mottled with brown, and this almost obliterates all the markings.  Pupae are secured by the cremastral hooks and by a girdle.  The imago generally emerges after 12 days.  Parasites.  Egg attacked by very small chalcids.  Larvae attacked by tachinids, braconids and ichneumonids; one of these so far identified being the tachinid Diptera, Aplomyiella laeviventris.  Pupa attacked by tachinids, braconids and chalcids; so far identified: the tachinid, Aplomyiella distans.”

Milton, 1990: 84 [as Anthene amarah Guerin; Nylsvley, Limpopo Province].

Larval food:

Acacia abyssinica Hochst. ex Benth. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 225 (Kenya)].

Acacia ataxacantha (Fabaceae) [Kroon, 1999].

Acacia gerrardii Benth. (Fabaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 230].

Acacia karroo Hayne (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 105].

Acacia nilotica (Fabaceae) [Kroon, 1999].

Acacia rehmanniana (Fabaceae) [Seth-Smith, 1938 (Ghana)].

Acacia seyal (Fabaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 105].

Acacia sieberiana DC. (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 328; Pringle, et al., 1994: 230].

Acacia stenocarpa Hochst (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 225 (Kenya)].

Dichrostachys glomerata (Fabaceae) [Seth-Smith, 1938 (Ghana)].

Parkia filicoidea (Fabaceae) [Seth-Smith, 1938 (Ghana)].

Associated ants:

Crematogaster (Sphaerocrema) bequaerti For. var. saga Sants. (Formicidae) [Jackson, 1937: 226 (Kenya)].

Lepisiota affinis Sants. (Formicidae) [Jackson, 1937: 226 (Kenya); as Acantholepis sp.].

Camponotus species (Formicidae) [Seth-Smith, 1938 (Ghana)].

Myrmicaria species (Formicidae) [Ackery, et al., 1995].

olympusa Walker, 1870 (as sp. of Lampides).  Entomologist 5: 53 (48-57).  Sudan: “Hor Tamanib”; Djibouti: “Tajora”.
orphna Clench, 1965 (as ssp. of Anthene amarah).  In Fox, et al., 1965.  Memoirs of the American Entomological Society No. 19: 369 (438 pp.).  Liberia: “Ganta Mission”.  Treated as a synonym of A. amarah by Larsen (2005a).
Anthene (Anthene) arnoldi (Jones, 1918)

Lycaenesthes arnoldi Jones, 1918.  Proceedings of the Rhodesian Scientific Association 16 (2): 19 (10-20).
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Anthene arnoldi.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Moria Hill, Macheke, Zimbabwe.  26/ix/1999.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “summit of the Hope Fountain kopje”.

Distribution: Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Ndola; Chisamba; Lofu River (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Hope Fountain near Bulawayo (TL); near Bromley east of Harare (Martyn); Christon Bank near Harare (Cottrell).

Common name: Arnold’s hairtail.

Habitat: Savanna woodland (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habits: 

Flight period: Summer, with a spring brood in September and a larger Autumn brood (Martyn vide Pringle, et al., 1994).  Commonest in September and October (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) arora Larsen, 1983

Anthene arora Larsen, 1983.  Fauna Saudi Arabia 5: 389 (333-478).

Type locality: Yemen: “Wadi Dahr, 2500 m”.

Distribution: Yemen, Saudi Arabia (south-west).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (2005a) thinks that this taxon may be a subspecies of A. otacilia but does not formally change its status.
Anthene (Anthene) atewa Larsen & Collins, 1998

Anthene atewa Larsen & Collins, 1998.  Lambillionea 98 (3) (Tome I): 373 (372-376).
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Anthene atewa.  Male, Ghana.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.
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Anthene atewa.  Female, Ghana.  Upperside.  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Ghana: “Atewa Range, Kibi, viii.1996 (T.B. Larsen leg.).”  In NHM, London.

Distribution: Ivory Coast (east), Ghana.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Yapo (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kibi, Atewa Range (TL); Hotopo (Larsen, 2005a); Subri (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Atewa ciliate blue.

Habitat: Primary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A rare species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) aurobrunnea (Ungemach, 1932)

Lycaenesthes aurobrunnea Ungemach, 1932.  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 85 (1-122).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Lekamti”.

Distribution: Ethiopia (highlands).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
coelastina Ungemach, 1932 (as f. of Lycaenesthes aurobrunnea).  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 86 (1-122).  Ethiopia: “Lekamti; Metti”.
Anthene (Anthene) bakeri (Druce, 1910)

Lycaenesthes bakeri Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 374 (356-378).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Upper Kasai district”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.  Known only from the female holotype.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
ja Bethune-Baker, 1910 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 58 (1-84).  Cameroon: “Bitje; Ja River”. [False locality.]
Anthene (Anthene) barnesi Stevenson, 1940

Anthene barnesi Stevenson, 1940.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 3: 106 (88-108).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Vumba Mountains”.

Distribution: Zimbabwe (Vumba Mountains).

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Vumba Mountains (Barnes; TL); Laurenceville, near the White Horse Inn (the Cooksons).

Common name: Barnes’s hairtail.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Both sexes are known to mud-puddle (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: September to May (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) bipuncta (Joicey & Talbot, 1921)

Lycaenesthes bipuncta Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 96 (40-166).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Cartouche, near Lesse, W. Semliki River”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Equateur, Sankuru), Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) bjoernstadi Collins & Larsen, 1991

Anthene bjoernstadi Collins & Larsen, 1991 in Larsen, 1991.  The butterflies of Kenya and their natural history: 440, 215 (490 pp.). Oxford.

Type locality: Kenya: “Kakamega Forest, 18.x.1984 (A. Bjørnstad leg.)”.  The holotype (male) is in the National Museum, Nairobi (collector’s index no. 5020).

Distribution: Kenya (west).  Known only from the holotype.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kakamega forest (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Bjørnstad’s hairtail.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) buchholzi (Plötz, 1880)

Lycaenesthes buchholzi Plötz, 1880.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 41: 202 (189-206).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Victoria”.

Distribution: Cameroon.  Known only from the type series.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) butleri (Oberthür, 1880)

Lycaena (Lampides) butleri Oberthür, 1880.  Annali del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale (di Genova) Giacomo Doria 15: 170 (129-186).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Mantek; Mahal-Uonz”.

Distribution: Yemen, Ethiopia, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana (Larsen, unpublished ms, 1995), South Africa, Swaziland, Lesotho.

Common name: Pale hairtail; Butler’s hairtail.

Habitat: Savanna and, to a lesser extent, grassland.

Habits: 

Flight period: All year.

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 224 [as Anthene livida; Mt. Elgon, Kenya].


The larva feeds preferentially on the flowers and seeds, but also, when these are not present, on the outer cortex of the leaves.  Egg.  Small, circular and white, with a slight upper indentation and a prominent network pattern embossed on the shell.  It is laid usually among the flower-heads of the plant and also, sometimes, in the nodes of the young leaves.  Larva.  The larva is pale green, of a shade exactly matching the leaves of the plant.  There is a central, single dorsal ridge of the same structure as that of A. definita, that is, consisting of separate tent-like processes, sharply pointed and triangular in profile, but slightly less pointed and slightly smaller than in that species.  The collar is heavy and bluntly rounded, and the lateral edges of the carapace only very slightly scalloped.  The anal segments are broad and regular in outline and carry both tubercles and gland.  The former are short, thick and white, and seldom exeserted; the latter, placed just below the last dorsal ‘tooth’, has a dark oval orifice.  Length 18 mm.  Pupa.  Either green or smoky grey, according to whether it is placed on a living or dead leaf, with lateral abdominal rows of minute black spots, and a faint, dark dorsal line.  The thorax is sharply ridged, and in the depression between this and the abdominal segments is a white diamond-shaped spot edged with black.  Head-case very broad and blunt.  Length 10 mm.

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 121 [as Anthene butleri livida; Eastern Cape].


“Egg.  0.75 mm diam. x 0.35 mm high.  Laid singly on the surface of a leaf or on the side of the bud.  Blue with white moles and ribs.  Eggs hatch after some 5 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 1.25 mm, growing to 2.75 mm in 5-6 days; 2nd instar growing to 4.5 mm in 5-6 days; 3rd instar growing to 8-8.5 mm in 8-13 days; 4th instar growing to 16-17 mm in 15-18 days.  The honey-gland and tubercles are present in the 2nd to 4th instars.  Young larvae eat out troughs in leaves and occupy the space eaten out, with their body.  They are not easily detected.  After moulting, the skin is not eaten but left as a neat envelope.  There is a big colour variation in the 2nd to 4th instars.  Colour varies through shades of green to pale purple-brown.  The markings vary in harmony with the ground-colour of the larva.  In the 3rd and 4th instars the dorsum has a saw-tooth appearance, which matches the serrated edge of the leaf.  Brown larvae feeding on the leaf-surface can be confused with the abandoned eaten-out troughs.  Pupation generally takes place low down on the plant.  There is a succession of broods.  Pupa.  11.5 mm.  Attached to a leaf or stem by the cremastral hooks and a girdle.  Emergence occurs after 13-18 days.  The colour is basically green, but the general colour is influenced by the grey, brown or dark green spotting of the pupa.  Some pupae have a pinkish appearance.”

Larval food:

Cotyledon orbiculata L. (Crassulaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 231].

Cotyledon species (Crassulaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 121].

Kalanchoe blossfeldiana (Crassulaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 105].
Kalanchoe crenata (Andr.) Haw. (Crassulaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 224 (Kenya)].

Kalanchoe lateralis (Crassulaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 329].

Kalanchoe lugardii Bullock (Crassulaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 224 (Kenya)].

Kalanchoe prittwizii (Crassulaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 105].

Anthene (Anthene) butleri butleri (Oberthür, 1880)

Lycaena (Lampides) butleri Oberthür, 1880.  Annali del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale (di Genova) Giacomo Doria 15: 170 (129-186).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Mantek; Mahal-Uonz”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Sudan (south), Uganda (north), Kenya (north-west).
Anthene (Anthene) butleri arabicus Gabriel, 1954

Anthene butleri arabicus Gabriel, 1954.  British Museum (Natural History) expedition to south-west Arabia 1937-8 1: 379 (351-391).

Type locality: Yemen: “Jebel Jihaf, Shima, c. 7000 ft.”.

Distribution: Yemen.

Note: Larsen (1991: 221) believes that arabicus could be specifically distinct. 
Anthene (Anthene) butleri galla Stempffer, 1947

Anthene livida galla Stempffer, 1947.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 52: 38 (35-41).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Maji, 8.500 pieds, Abyssinie sud-ouest”.

Distribution: Ethiopia (south), Kenya (north).

Specific localities: 

Kenya – Mt Nyiro (Larsen, 1991).
Anthene (Anthene) butleri livida (Trimen, 1881)

Lycaenesthes livida Trimen, 1881.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1881: 443 (433-445).
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Anthene butleri livida.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Cross Kopje, Umtali, S. R.  17.8.1964.  D.M. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3905).
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Anthene butleri livida.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Sasolburg, Free State Province, South Africa.  Emerged November, 2000 (larva ex D.M. Kroon).  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: South Africa: “Highlands, near Grahamstown; Uitenhage (on Cannon Hill)”.

Distribution: Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana (Larsen, unpublished ms, 1995), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland, Lesotho.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ndola; Mufulira; Chati Forest Reserve, on the Copperbelt (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Waterberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Zoutpansberg (Swanepoel, 1953).
Mpumalanga – Volksrust (Swanepoel, 1953); Standerton (Swanepoel, 1953); Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Zeerust (Swanepoel, 1953).
Gauteng – Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001).

Free State Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladysmith (Swanepoel, 1953); Kranskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Amahlongwa (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Uitenhage (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Somerset East (Swanepoel, 1953); Queenstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Dordrecht (Swanepoel, 1953); Umtata (Swanepoel, 1953); Kokstad (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Murraysburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Lesotho – Maseru (Swanepoel, 1953).
Anthene (Anthene) butleri stempfferi Storace, 1954

Anthene livida stempfferi Storace, 1954.  Annali del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale (di Genova) Giacomo Doria 66: 321 (313-323).

Type locality: Kenya: “Monte Elgon, (Chénia)”.

Distribution: Kenya (central to Teita Hills), Tanzania.
Anthene (Anthene) chirinda (Bethune-Baker, 1910)

Lycaenesthes chirinda Bethune-Baker, 1910.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 27 (1-84).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Chirinda Forest, Gazaland”.

Diagnosis: Very similar to A. definita but, in the male, both the upper- and undeside of the wings are darker, and the postmedian stripes on the underside of both wings are nearer the termen.  The genitalia are, apparently, distinctive (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Tanzania, Malawi, Zimbabwe.

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Chirinda Forest (TL).

Common name: Chirinda hairtail.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) collinsi d'Abrera, 1980

Anthene collinsi d'Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region: 530 (593 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Gore, W. Ethiopia, 8.5 N/35.22 E”.

Distribution: Ethiopia (west).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) contrastata (Ungemach, 1932)

Lycaenesthes contrastata Ungemach, 1932.  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 86 (1-122).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Bedelle”.

Diagnosis: Close to both A. otacilia and A. talboti.  The violaceous scaling on the forewing upperside of the male covers the cell, area 1 and the basal half of area 2 (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Yemen, Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya, Uganda, to Nambia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, South Africa.

Common name: Mashuna hairtail; tiny hairtail.

Habitat: Savanna, especially thornveld.

Habits: Usually encountered while flying rapidly around the tops of acacia trees.  Both sexes feed from flowers (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: September to April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Acacia species (Fabaceae) [Kielland, 1990: ].

Acacia karroo (Fabaceae) [Woodhall, 2005a].

Acacia tortilis (Fabaceae) [Woodhall, 2005a].
Anthene (Anthene) contrastata contrastata (Ungemach, 1932)

Lycaenesthes contrastata Ungemach, 1932.  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 86 (1-122).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Bedelle”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Yemen.
Anthene (Anthene) contrastata mashuna (Stevenson, 1937)

Lycaenesthes otacilia mashuna Stevenson, 1937.  Occasional Papers of the National Museum of Rhodesia 1(6): 31 (14-48).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Sanyati Valley”.

Distribution: Kenya (central, south), to Namibia (north), Botswana, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal).

Specific localities:

Botswana – Mahalapye (Pennington).

Gauteng – Saltpan (Tswaing) (Pringle, et al., 1994); Buffelsdrif Conservancy (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Estcourt; Muden; Hluhluwe; Makatini Flats (Pennington); Umgeni Valley, above Nagle Dam (Dickson and Wykeham).
Anthene (Anthene) contrastata turkana Stempffer, 1936

Anthene contrastata turkana Stempffer, 1936.  Revue Française d’Entomologie 3: 140 (134-142).

Type locality: Kenya: “Lokitang; Mont Elgon, versan est, camp 1, 2.100 m; Mission de l’Omo”.

Distribution: Somalia, Kenya (north), Uganda (north-east).
Anthene (Anthene) crawshayi (Butler, 1899)

Lycaenesthes crawshayi Butler, 1899.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 4: 342 (341-344).
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Anthene crawshayi crawshayi.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 24mm.  Tororo, Kenya.  3 Mar. 68.  I. Bampton.  (Henning collection - H409).

Type locality: Malawi: “Nyasaland”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Sudan, Uganda, Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo, Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe, South Africa.

Common name: Crawshay’s hairtail; Crawshay’s ciliate blue.

Habitat: Savanna, including dry savanna, and, to a lesser degree, open forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: May be common in savanna habitats (Larsen, 2005a).  It is an alert, fast-flying species that seems to spend most of the time flying around the tops of trees.  Males are known to mud-puddle (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Both sexes are attracted to the flowers of acacia trees (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: Probably all year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 227 [Mt. Elgon, Kenya].


The larva feeds on the young terminal shoots of the food-plants.  Egg.  White or very pale green, circular and flattened above.  It is heavily embossed with a minute network pattern, and is centrally depressed with a small black spot in the depression.  Diameter 0.5 mm.  It is laid among the young shoots of the tree.  Larva.  The larva is very similar to that of A. larydas, being onisciform, green with a dark dorsal line, and with dark diagonal lateral stripes.  The only differences are that the collar is not so massive, being, though well developed, much narrower, the anal segments are shorter and narrower, and the tubercles are therefore nearer to the extremity than in A. larydas.  In shape, size, and relative position, the tubercles and gland are almost identical with those of that species.  The lateral edges of the carapace are white and squarely scalloped.  On examination through a lens, with ants in attendance, the orifice of the gland can be distinctly seen to open, emit a drop of secretion, and then close again.  Length 15 mm.  Pupa.  Placed among the leaves or in cracks of the bark.  It is exactly similar in shape to that of A. larydas, except that the thorax is slightly less ridged.  The dorsal line is black, enclosing a white diamond-shaped spot as before, and the spiracles are white and rather conspicuous.  Length 10  mm.

Jackson, 1947: 48 (as Anthene sobrina; Suk, Katheleba, Kenya)


“Egg.  Not known.  Larva.  Much narrower than and obviously distinct from its allies, pitmani Stempffer and otacilia kikuyu Bethune-Baker.  Dorsum almost smooth, not corrugated as in the species cited.  Body green or dark red with a dorsal series of diagonal sagittate marks in red, carmine and white.  A dorsal fine dark line, broader along the anterior segments, ending at segment 9.  Spiracles sharply lined in white with a dark red border.  There is much minute black papillation.  The larva is constantly ant-attended, and both tubercles and gland are present.  The gland is placed centrally on segment 10, between and in front of the two tubercles; orifice narrowly oval.  The tubercles are carried on raised shoulders on either side of segment 11; they are short, thick, translucent white organs with terminal spiny rosette.  Length 18 mm, breadth 2 mm.  Pupa.  Greyish or green with a dorsal fine black line, lateral black spots and a short black dash on the head-case.  At the junction of the thoracic and abdominal segments is a white diamond-shaped mark.  General shape similar to that of other Anthene, regular, with a very slight waist; head-case small.  Length 7 mm.”

Paré, 1987: 3 [as Anthene crawshayi; Zimbabwe] (Metamorphosis 1(20): 3-4).

Larval food:

Acacia abyssinica Hochst., ex Benth. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 227 (Kenya)].

Acacia polycantha Willd. subsp. campylacantha (Hochst. ex A. Rich.) Brenan (Fabaceae) [Paré, 1987: 4 (Zimbabwe)].
Cassia alata L. (Fabaceae) [Farquharson, 1921: 386 (Nigeria)].

Entada abyssinica Stend. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 227 (Kenya)].

Anthene (Anthene) crawshayi crawshayi (Butler, 1899)

Lycaenesthes crawshayi Butler, 1899.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 4: 342 (341-344).

[image: image17.jpg]


[image: image18.jpg]



Anthene crawshayi crawshayi.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 24mm.  Tororo, Kenya.  3 Mar. 68.  I. Bampton.  (Henning collection - H409).

Type locality: Malawi: “Nyasaland”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Ituri, Kinshasa, Sankuru, Lualaba, Lomani, Shaba, Maniema, Kivu), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (widespread), Zimbabwe (north-east), South Africa (Limpopo Province).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Omo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – Kisumu; Nandi; Soy; Mt Elgon; Kacheliba; Nairobi; Kibwezi; Garissa (Larsen, 1991).
Tanzania – Rau Groundwater Forest Reserve, Moshi (Cordeiro, 1995).

Zambia – Mwinilunga; Kabompo River; Chisamba; Lusaka; Chingola; Mufulira; Ndola; Luongo River; upper Luangwa Valley; Mbala; Kalambo Falls (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Mazowe River in the Shamva district; Farm Uronga South, 15 km from Nyamapanda (Paré).

Limpopo Province – below the Strydom Tunnel (R. Terblanche).
parallela Aurivillius, 1923 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as ab. of Lycaenesthes crawshayi).   Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 450 (614 pp.).  Tanzania: “Deutsch-Ostafrika”.
marginata Hulstaert, 1924 (as ssp. of Lycaenesthes crawshayi).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 182 (112-122, 173-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Dungu-Njangara-Doruma; Doruma-Sili”.
Anthene (Anthene) crawshayi minuta (Bethune-Baker, 1916)

Lycaenesthes crawshayi var. minuta Bethune-Baker, 1916 in Longstaff, 1916.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1916: 277 (269-288).

Type locality: Sudan: “Dilling; Tira Mandi”.

Distribution: Sudan, Ethiopia, Uganda (north), Somalia, Kenya (east, north).
albilunata Ungemach, 1932 (as f. of Lycaenesthes crawshayi).  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 88 (1-122).  Ethiopia: “le Centre-Ouest”.
sobrina Talbot, 1935 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 208 (202-209).  Kenya: “West Kenya Colony, 3,000 ft., leading into Kerio Valley. Suk”.
Anthene (Anthene) definita (Butler, 1899)

Lycaenesthes definita Butler, 1899.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 4: 342 (341-344).
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Anthene definita definita.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Yellowwoods, Natal.  4.V.1960.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3898).
Type locality: South Africa: “[Grahamstown]”.

Distribution: Guinea, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Swaziland.

Common name: Common hairtail; Defined ciliate blue.

Habitat: Found in a wide variety of habitats, including savanna, fynbos, karoo and the edges of forest.  It is frequently also found in suburban gardens (Pringle, et al., 1994).  In West Africa most records are from the forest zone (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Common in East and southern Africa but decidedly scarce in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is fast but seldom sustained (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Both sexes are fond of flowers and males are avid mud-puddlers (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year but not during winter in colder areas (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 2: 93 and 101 [as Lycaenesthes Liodes Hewitson; Cape Town].


“Pupa.  Above bright yellowish-green; beneath much paler, shining whitish-green; semi-transparent, abdomen more opaque.  On back an indistinct median thin fuscous line; on this line, marking junction of thorax and abdomen, a conspicuous, oblong-ovate, salmon-pink, brown-edged spot; on each side of abdomen a row of minute, indistinct, fuscous dots.  About 4½ lin. in length.  The remains of a silken girth were attached on each side of the basal segment of the abdomen in the specimen here described, which was sent to me by the late Mr. Kay, on 23rd October 1869, with the information that it had been found fastened to the upper side of the leaf of a Pelargonium in Cape Town.  The imago (a ♂) emerged on the 4th November.”

Jackson, 1937: 221.  (Mount Elgon, 18 miles s.w. of Kitale, 6-700 feet, Kenya)

The larva is a very general feeder and may be found on the young shoots of many different plants of widely different families.  Egg.  Circular, somewhat flattened, and very pale green when freshly laid.  Diameter about 0.5 mm.  Larva.  The larva is a modification of the usual onisciform type.  The dorsal ridge consists of single tent-like processes, each much enlarged and very sharply pointed with the posterior surfaces cut off vertically.  The collar is very prominent, projecting far anteriorly and completely covering the head.  Lateral edges strongly scalloped and fringed with hair.  The colour varies with the food-plant, sometimes red (Albizzia) or green (Bersama) or a combination of dark and light green, giving it a speckled appearance, very effective on the feathery infloresence of Rhus incana.  The inner edges of the dorsal processes and the edges of the carapace are usually white or pinkish-white.  The anal segments are small with prominent anterior shoulders and the extremity narrowly rounded.  The tubercles appear just between the last pair of spiracles and the shoulders mentioned above, and are therefore rather near the edge.  They are long, thin, and white, with a large terminal rosette of spines, and are exserted vertically.  The gland, with oval pinkish orifice, is placed centrally just above these.  Length 15 mm.  Pupa.  Green or brown with a white diamond-shaped mark in the depression between thorax and abdominal segments.  The shape, seen from above, is also that of a diamond, being rather pointed at the extremities and from each diverging in straight lines to the widest part in the centre, with a small irregularity at the shoulders of the thorax.  In profile the thorax is ridged, followed by a depression, and lastly the abdominal segments are much contracted and curve strongly and abruptly to the extremity.  It is fixed with silk flat on the surface of a leaf or stem.  Length 11 mm, breadth 6 mm.  Parasites.  Brachymera (probably leighi Cam.) (Hymen., Chalcidae) was bred, as well as a tachinid.

Clark and Dickson, 1952: 28.

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 113 [as Anthene definita definita; Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape].


“Egg.  0.5 mm diam. x 0.25 mm high.  Laid singly, well concealed, on buds.  Pale blue with numerous white mushroom-like moles, connected by white ribs.  Hatching takes place after 6-8 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 1 mm, growing to 2 mm in 3-6 days; 2nd instar growing to 3.75 mm in 5 days; 3rd instar growing to 7 mm in 5 days; 4th instar growing to 13.5 mm in 6 days.  Sometimes there are five instars, each taking 5-6 days, except the fifth, which takes 6-8 days.  The honey-gland is present from and including the 2nd instar, and the tubercles from and including the 3rd instar.  The colour varies, especially in the later instars.  The ground-colour varies from dark green to pale green, depending on which type of plant the larva is feeding on.  The extreme form is very pale yellow-green almost devoid of markings.  After a moult, which takes place where the larva is feeding, the skin is not eaten.  There is a procession of broods.  Their shape and colour make the larvae very inconspicuous.  Attendance by Argentine ants has been seen on mango in Cape Town.  Pupa.  9.5 mm.  Secured by a twig by the cremastral hooks and a girdle.  The basic colour is green, but colour variations are caused by brown mottling.  The pupa-state is normally of 10 days’ duration, but the pupa may go into diapause up to a period of five months.  The surface, except for the wing-cases, is sparingly studded with white petal-like setae.  Parasites.  Egg attacked by a small chalcid.  Larva attacked by tachinids – one of which has, so far, been identified as Aplomyia versicolor – also by a braconid.  Pupa attacked by a Pimpla sp.”

Carcasson, 1981 [larva and pupa].

Larval food:

Acacia abyssinica Hochst. ex Benth. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 222].

Acacia karroo Hayne (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 113].

Acacia mearnsii (Fabaceae) (exotic) [Botha & Botha, 2006: 200].
Acacia saligna (Labill.) Wendl. (syn. cyanophylla Lindl.) (exotic) (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 113].

Acacia seyal Delil (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 328].

Acacia sieberiana (Fabaceae) [A. Mayer, unpublished; Johannesburg].

Acacia stenocarpa Hochst. (Fabaceeae) [Jackson, 1937: 222].

Albizia gummifera (Gmel.) C.A. Smith (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 222].

Allophylus africanus Beauv. (syn. Schmidelia africana DC.) (Sapindaceae) [Platt, 1921].

Bersama abyssinica Fresen. (Meliantheaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 329].

Bersama engleriana Gurke (Melianthaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 222].

Bridelia species (Euphorbiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 106].

Choristylis rhamnoides (Escalloniaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 106].

Crassula species (Crassulaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 216].

Crassula arborescens (Crassulaceae) [Kroon, 1999].
Entada species (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1952: 28].

Harpephyllum caffrum (Anacardiaceae) [Platt, 1921].

Indogofera frutescens (Fabaceae) [A. Mayer, unpublished; oviposition; Johannesburg].

Kalanchoe crenata Haw. (Crassulaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 222; on flowers].

Kalanchoe lugardii Bullock (Crassulaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 222; on flowers].

Mangifera indica L. (Anacardiaceae) (exotic) [Platt, 1921].

Myrica aethiopica L. (Myricaceae) [Platt, 1921].

Morella serrata Lam. (Myricaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 229; as sp. of Myrica].

Pappea capensis Eckl. and Zeyh. (Sapindaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 229].

Pappea species (Sapindaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 113].

Paraserianthes lophantha (Willd.) Nielsen subsp. lophantha (syn. Albizia distachya (Vent.) MacBride) (Fabaceae) (exotic) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 113].

Rhus incana Mill. (Anacardiaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 222; on flowers].

Rosa species (Rosaceae) (exotic) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 113].

Schmidelia species (Sapindaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Schotia species (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 113].

Sorghum species (Poaceae) [Larsen, 2005a; doubtful].

Associated ants:

Iridomyrmyx species (Formicidae) [Larsen, 2005a].
Anthene (Anthene) definita definita (Butler, 1899)

Lycaenesthes definita Butler, 1899.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 4: 342 (341-344).
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Anthene definita definita.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Yellowwoods, Natal.  4.V.1960.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3898).
Type locality: South Africa: “[Grahamstown]”.

Distribution: Guinea (Nimbas), Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri, North Kivu, Lualaba, Shaba), Uganda, Kenya (central, west), to Zambia (north), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mpongwe; Mufulira; Kasama; Mafinga Mountains; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001); Buffelsdrif Conservancy (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).
Eastern Cape Province – Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Klipplaat (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Cookhouse (Swanepoel, 1953); Queenstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Dordrecht (Swanepoel, 1953); Umtata (Swanepoel, 1953); Burghersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953).
Western Cape Province – Cape Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Paarl (Swanepoel, 1953); Worcester (Swanepoel, 1953); Matjesfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Oudtshoorn (Swanepoel, 1953); Swellendam (Swanepoel, 1953); George (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).
Anthene (Anthene) definita nigrocaudata (Pagenstecher, 1902)

Lycaenesthes nigrocaudata Pagenstecher, 1902.  Jahrbuch des Nassauischen Vereins für Naturkunde 55: 156 (113-204).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Ginir”.

Distribution: Ethiopia.
liguroides Strand, 1911 (as var, of Lycaenesthes ligures).  Entomologische Rundschau 28: 138 (137-141).  Ethiopia: “Eli”.
fasciata Ungemach, 1932 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 87 (1-122).  Ethiopia: “Touloudimtou”.
Anthene (Anthene) discimacula (Joicey & Talbot, 1921)

Lycaenesthes discimacula Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 96 (40-166).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “between Epule and Duye Rivers, N. Ituri Valley”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri, Tshopo, Sankuru).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Anthene (Anthene) emkopoti Larsen & Collins, 1998

Anthene emkopoti Larsen & Collins, 1998.  Lambillionea 98 (3) (Tome I): 373 (372-376).
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Anthene emkopoti.  Male, Nigeria.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Nigeria: “Butatong, Okwangwo, xi.1995. (T.B. Larsen leg.).”  NHM, London.

Distribution: Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Okwangwo (TL); Okomu Nature Sanctuary, near Benin City (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a); Victoria (Larsen, 2005a); Douala/Edea road (Libert teste Larsen, 2005a); Buea (Larsen, 2005a); Ebogo (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Mkpot ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) erythropoecilus (Holland, 1893)

Lycaenesthes erythropoecilus Holland, 1893.  Entomological News 4: 26 (22-28).

Type locality: Gabon: “Talaguga, Ogové Valley”.

Distribution: Gabon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) flavomaculatus (Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1893)

Lycaenesthes flavomaculatus Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1893 in Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1892-7.  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 2: 104 (261 pp.). London.

Type locality: “West Africa”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Angola (north).


Probably misattributed to the Ivory Coast fauna by Ackery et al. (1995) (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Agege (Larsen, 2005a); Bassa (Larsen, 2005a); Okomu (Larsen, 2005a); Kagoro (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Yellow-spot ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A rather rare species, mostly encountered while perched on green leaves, in forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Lamborn, 1914: 483.


Three larvae were found side by side on the underside of a leaf.  DNO present; TO’s marked by small white spots.  Larvae drop to the ground if disturbed.  Pupal period 9 to 10 days (n = 3).

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ants:

Crematogaster buchneri For. race winkleri For. (Formcidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 483 (Nigeria)].

Crematogaster buchneri For. race alligatrix For. (Formcidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 483 (Nigeria)].

Pheidole rotundata For. (Formcidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 483 (Nigeria)].

Odontomachus haematodes Linn. (Formcidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 483 (Nigeria)].
Anthene (Anthene) helpsi Larsen, 1994

Anthene helpsi Larsen, 1994.  Lambillionea 94 (4) (Tome II): 550 (550-552).
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Anthene helpsi.  Male (holotype), Ghana.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Ghana: “Atewa Range, Kibi, Ghana, 9. I. 1993 (T.G.P. Helps leg.) (In the Natural History Museum, London).”

Distribution: ?Ivory Coast, Ghana.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Banco Forest near Abidjan (Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a; record requires confirmation).

Ghana – Kibi, Atewa Range (TL).

Common name: Creamy ciliate blue.

Habitat: Dense upland evergreen forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This appears to be a rare and localized species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) hobleyi (Neave, 1904)

Lycaenesthes hobleyi Neave, 1904.  Novitates Zoologicae 11: 339 (323-363).
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Anthene hobleyi subspecies.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Mafinga Hills, Northern Prov., Zambia.  About 6000 ft.  20-IX-1981.  A. Heath.  (Newport Collection).
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Anthene hobleyi subspecies.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Tanzania, Uluguru Mtns, 2000 m.  1984-1989.  T.A. Grant.  (Newport Collection).

Type locality: Kenya: “no locality, but presumably east or north-east of Victoria Nyanza”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia (north-east), Rwanda?, Burundi?

Specific localities:

Zambia – Makutu Mountains; Mafinga Mountains; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002). 

Common name: Hobley’s hairtail.

Habitat: Semi-montane and montane forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) hobleyi hobleyi (Neave, 1904)

Lycaenesthes hobleyi Neave, 1904.  Novitates Zoologicae 11: 339 (323-363).

Type locality: Kenya: “no locality, but presumably east or north-east of Victoria Nyanza”.

Distribution: Kenya (central).
Anthene (Anthene) hobleyi elgonensis (Aurivillius, 1925)

Lycaenesthes pauperula var. elgonensis Aurivillius, 1925.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 46: 210 (206-212).

Type locality: Kenya: “Elgon”.

Distribution: Uganda (east), Kenya (west).
Anthene (Anthene) hobleyi kigezi Stempffer, 1961

Anthene hobleyi kigezi Stempffer, 1961.  Annales Musée Royal de l’Afrique Centrale (8) 94: 63 (73 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Kigezi, Mafuga Forest, 7500 à 8500'”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east - North Kivu, ?Shaba), Uganda (south-east), ?Rwanda, ?Burundi.
Anthene (Anthene) hobleyi teita Stempffer, 1961

Anthene hobleyi teita Stempffer, 1961.  Annales Musée Royal de l’Afrique Centrale (8) 94: 63 (73 pp.).

Type locality: Kenya: “S.E. Kenya, Voi, Teita hills, 7.500'”.

Distribution: Kenya (south-east - Teita Hills).
Anthene (Anthene) hobleyi ufipa Kielland, 1990

Anthene hobleyi ufipa Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania: 203 (363 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Ufipa, Mbuzi Mt., 2000 m”.

Original description:

“A large race.  Male.  Upperside rather pale violet-blue; underside ground colour pale grey; markings arranged as in the other races, but brownish and rather faintly indicated, without any trace of reddish suffusion.  Genitalia identical with that of hobleyi.  Length of f.w 14.9-15.8 mm.  Female unknown.”
Distribution: Tanzania (Ufipa, Usambara, and Kigoma regions).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mbuzi Mountain, 2 000 m, Ufipa (TL); Mount Kwaraha at 2 300 m (Cordeiro, 1995); Kindoroko Forest Reserve in the North Pares at 2 100 m (Cordeiro, 1995).
Anthene (Anthene) hodsoni (Talbot, 1935)

Lycaenesthes hodsoni Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 125 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “S.W. Abyssinia: 6 1' N., 35 28' E., Kibish River, 2,800 ft.”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya.

Common name: Hodson’s hairtail.

Habitat: Savanna.

Habits: The flight is fast.

Early stages:

Larvae have been found in galls on the larval foodplant (Larsen, 1991: 219).

Larval food:

Acacia drepanolobium Sjostedt (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 328 (ssp. usamba)].

Associated ant:


Pheidole species (Formicidae) [Van Someren, 1974: 328 (ssp. usamba)].
Anthene (Anthene) hodsoni hodsoni (Talbot, 1935)

Lycaenesthes hodsoni Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 125 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “S.W. Abyssinia: 6 1' N., 35 28' E., Kibish River, 2,800 ft.”.

Distribution: Ethiopia (south-west), and adjoining areas of Sudan, Uganda, Kenya (north-west).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kacheliba district (Larsen, 1991).
Anthene (Anthene) hodsoni usamba (Talbot, 1937)

Lycaenesthes hodsoni usamba Talbot, 1937.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 86: 68 (59-72).

Type locality: Kenya: “Eastern Rift Valley, Ngong”.

Distribution: Kenya (central).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Ngong; Embekasi; Kima; Ndeya (Larsen, 1991).

Note: Larsen (1991: 219) believes that usamba is specifically distinct from hodsoni but does not formalize this.
Anthene (Anthene) indefinita (Bethune-Baker, 1910)

Lycaenesthes indefinita Bethune-Baker, 1910.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 25 (1-84).

Type locality: Uganda: “Toro”; Kenya: “Kikuyu, 6,000 feet”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Shaba), Uganda, Ethiopia, Kenya (central, west),  Tanzania, Burundi.

Habitat: Moist savanna and forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Erythrococca rigidifolia Px (= bongensis Pax) (Euphorbiaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 329].
bigamica Strand, 1911 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 77: 197 (190-198).  Kenya: “Kikuyu, 6,000 feet”; Tanzania: “Usumbara”.
oculata Stempffer, 1946 (as f. of Anthene indefinita).  Revue Française d’Entomologie 13: 15 (8-19).  Kenya: “lac Rudolphe, sud de Kulal”.
Anthene (Anthene) irumu (Stempffer, 1948)

Cupidesthes irumu Stempffer, 1948.  Revue Française d’Entomologie 15: 192 (185-196).

Anthene irumu (Stempffer, 1948).  Larsen, 2005a: 237.
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Anthene irumu.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 22mm.  South Mutundu River, Mufulira, Zambia.  4100 ft.  11.X.1981.  M.A. Newport.  (Newport Collection).
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Anthene irumu.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 23mm.  Miengwe, Zambia.  1.X.77.  A. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Irumu, 3.500 pieds Epulu, Ituri District”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic of Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri, Uele, Sankuru), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west), Zambia (Copperbelt and north-east), Zimbabwe (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a); Labe (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Likpe (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Shaki (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Kolaka, Barney; Ndola; Miengwe; Mufulira; Kanona; Mkushi; Chiwefwe; Shiwa Ngandu (Heath, et al., 2002).

Common name: Irumu ciliate blue.

Habitat: Drier forest and open areas in the main forest zone; occasionally in Guinea savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A relatively scarce species, but less so than A. levis (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Loranthus species (sensu lato) (Loranthaceae) [Collins, teste Larsen, 2005a (Aburi, Ghana)].
Anthene (Anthene) ituria (Bethune-Baker, 1910)

Lycaenesthes ituria Bethune-Baker, 1910.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 22 (1-84).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Beni, Makala and Mawambe (Congo Free State)”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Uele, Ituri, North Kivu, Tshopo, Equateur, Sankuru, Maniema), Uganda.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) janna Gabriel, 1949

Anthene janna Gabriel, 1949.  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 18: 214 (207-216).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Fich-Babile Road”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya (north-east).

Habitat: Dry savanna.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (1991: 219) treats janna as a subspecies of A. opalina Stempffer, but he does not formalize this change.  He does note that Stempffer (1967) treated janna as a subspecies of opalina.
Anthene (Anthene) juanitae Henning & Henning, 1993

Anthene juanitae Henning & Henning, 1993.  Metamorphosis 4 (4): 156 (156-158).

Type locality: South Africa: “South Africa: Manoutsa Park, below Strydom Tunnel, N.E. Transvaal, em. 25.xi.1990 (ex pupa), R.F. Terblanche.”  Described from one male and five females, all from the type locality.  Holotype in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Diagnosis:  Male:  Most similar to Anthene crawshayi (Butler) on upperside but the colour is a darker more purplish-blue and without distinct black submarginal spots in areas CuA1 and CuA2.  Underside also closest to A. crawshayi but all markings darker and better dfined.  Basal spots dark brown to black; hindwing with postdiscal markings more basal, leaving a distinct submarginal brownish-grey area.  Genitalia similar to A. crawshayi but with valve shorter and rounder; distal process much shorter and corona-shaped not elongated as in A. crawshayi; teeth on distal process longer and thinner.  Female:  Most similar to A. crawshayi on the upperside, but with more extensive blue colouring basally on both wings; forewing with more extensive white scaling in discal and postdiscal areas.  Hindwing with larger white postdiscal lunules.  Hindwing underside with basal and subcostal spot in discal area black; other markings darker brown and better developed; submarginal area of hindwing as in male but submarginal lunules extending into this area (Henning & Henning, 1993).

Etymology: Named for Juanita Terblanche.

Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province).  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: Dense riverine vegetation on the Olifants River, where it emerges from the Manoutsa Mountains (Henning & Henning, 1993).

Conservation status: Classified as vulnerable in the South African Red Data List.

Early stages: Pupae were found under a flat rock lying amongst gravel and sand.  They were pale reddish-brown mottled with black, and on the dorsum of the thorax there was a large creamy-white, diamond-shaped mark (Henning & Henning, 1993).

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) juba (Fabricius, 1787)

Papilio juba Fabricius, 1787.  Mantissa Insectorum 2: 82 (382 pp.). Hafniae.

Type locality: Sierra Leone” Sierra Leon Africae”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Nigeria (east), Cameroon (extreme west).


Misattributed to the Togo fauna by Carcasson (1981) (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a); Nimbas (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Alepe (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a; single male).

Nigeria – Bonny (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Anomalous ciliate blue.

Habitat: Primary, good quality, forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce butterfly, with the usual slow flight of the ‘red’ anthenes (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
dewitzi Staudinger, 1891 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 4: 155 (61-157).  Sierra Leone.
Anthene (Anthene) kampala (Bethune-Baker, 1910)

Lycaenesthes kampala Bethune-Baker, 1910.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 52 (1-84).

Type locality: Uganda: “Kampala”.

Distribution: ?Nigeria (east), ?Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Uele, Tshopo, Kinshasa, Sankuru), Uganda.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Mkpot 1 in the Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Kampala ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Anthene (Anthene) katera Talbot, 1937

Anthene katera Talbot, 1937.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 86: 68 (59-72).

Type locality: Uganda: “Katera”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, and on the path between Minziro Village and Bulembe, in Minziro Forest (uncommon) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Males have been found perched on low vegetation near water as well as along forest paths (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) kersteni (Gerstaecker, 1871)

Lycaena kersteni Gerstaecker, 1871.  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 1871 (1): 359 (345-363).
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Anthene kersteni.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  La Lucia, Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  March, 2000.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
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Anthene kersteni.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  La Lucia, Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  March, 2000.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: Tanzania: “Mbaramu”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya (east of the Rift Valley and in South Kavirondo), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (north), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal - coast), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Lusaka; Mwekera; Mpongwe; Mufulira; Mafinga Mountains (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Maputo; Dondo; Vila Gouveia (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Victoria Falls (Pringle, et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Port Shepstone (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); St. Lucia (Swanepoel, 1953); Umhlanga Rocks (Clark & Dickson, 1971); La Lucia near Durban (Williams).

Common name: Kersten’s hairtail.

Habitat: Coastal forest and bush (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Also in woodland (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habits: Usually found at the edges of forest, often perching low down on vegetation in shady spots (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year but commoner during the warmer months (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 108 [as Anthene larydas larydas; south of Umhlanga Rocks, KwaZulu-Natal].


“Egg.  0.5 mm diam. x 0.25 mm high.  Pure white.  Laid singly on a leaf or stem, hatching after 6 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 0.8 mm, growing to 1.6 mm in 5 days; 2nd instar growing to 3.6 mm in 5 days; 3rd instar growing to 7 mm in 7 days; 4th instar growing to 14 mm in 7days.  The honey-gland is present from the 3rd to final instars, and the tubercles are present in the 3rd and 4th instars.  Larvae feed on the leaves of the food-plant.  There is a wide colour variation in larvae.  The ground colour, in all cases, is green but the diagonal stripes may vary from a white-edged green to whitish green.  The subspiracular line may be whitish green to white, sometimes with a red edge above.  The colour-patch on the side of the dorsum varies from a pinkish white to whitish green.  The species is multibrooded, with hibernation occurring possibly in the pupa-state.  Pupa.  9 mm.  Secured to a twig by the cremastral hooks, which are entangled in a silken mat, and by a silken girdle.  Emergence takes place after 12-14 days.  Parasites.  Egg parasitized by small chalcids.  Larva presumed killed by Diptera, ichneumonids and braconids.”

Larval food:

Acacia kraussiana Meisn. ex Benth. (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 108].

Albizia species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 222].

Albizia adianthifolia (Fabaceae) [Woodhall, 2005a].
Anthene (Anthene) lachares (Hewitson, 1878)

Lycaenesthes lachares Hewitson, 1878 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 225 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Common name: Silky ciliate blue.

Habitat: Primary forest and dense secondary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A fairly scarce species, which almost never leaves the confines of the forests it inhabits (Larsen, 2005a).  It appears not to be very active and specimens of both sexes are usually encountered while perched on green leaves inside forest (Larsen, 2005a).  Males occasionally mud-puddle (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Lamborn, 1914: 478.


Larva green and onisciform, becoming reddish with oblique lighter stripes just before pupation.  Both DNO and TO’s are present.  The larvae occur under leaves, usually in groups of two to eight and are always attended by ants.  They tend to pull leaves together, especially when about to pupate.  Pupal period 9 to 10 days (n = 19).

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant:

Pheidole aurivillii Mayr. race kasaiensis For. (Formcidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 478 (Nigeria)].

Pheidole rotundata For. (Formcidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 478 (Nigeria)].
Anthene (Anthene) lachares lachares (Hewitson, 1878)

Lycaenesthes lachares Hewitson, 1878 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 225 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (extreme west).
pulcher Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1893 in Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1892-7 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 2: 105 (261 pp.). London.  Gabon: “North Gaboon”.
liparis Grose-Smith, 1898 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Novitates Zoologicae 5: 357 (350-358).  Nigeria: “Warri”.
obsolescens Bethune-Baker, 1910 (as var. of Lycaenesthes lachares).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 48 (1-84).  No locality.
bitje Stempffer, 1946 (as sp. of Pseudoliptena).  Revue Française d’Entomologie 13: 9 (8-19).  Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja River”.
Anthene (Anthene) lachares toroensis Stempffer, 1947

Anthene lachares toroensis Stempffer, 1947.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 52: 40 (35-41).

Type locality: Uganda: “Bwamba, Toro, Ouganda occidental”.

Distribution: Central African Republic (Bangui), Democratic Republic of Congo (east - Ituri), Uganda (west).

Note: Subspecies toroensis may be specifically distinct (Larsen & Collins, 1998).
Anthene (Anthene) larydas (Cramer, 1780)

Papilio larydas Cramer, 1780 in Cramer, 1779-80.  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia Africa en America 3: 160 (176 pp.). Amsteldam & Utrecht.

Type locality: Ghana: “Côte d’or de l’Afrique; Sierra Leone: “à la Sierra Leona”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – ‘Cote d’Or’ (TL); Mole National Park (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Kaduna area (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
Kenya – Kakamega Forest (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Spotted hairtail; Common ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest, extending into the Guinea savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a common species (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes may be found perching on leaves or visiting flowers.  Males are also avid mud-puddlers, arriving at damp patches as early as 07:30 (Larsen, 1991; Larsen, 2005a).  Males are also attracted to sand soaked by urine as well as by human sweat (Larsen, 2005a).  Females rarely stray far from forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Lamborn and Poulton, 1911: civ (Proc. Ent. Soc. Lond. 1911).

Lamborn, 1914: 477.


Larva green and onisciform and ate leaves.  Both DNO and active TO’s are present.  Pupal period 7 to 9 days.

Jackson, 1937: 226 [as Anthene larydas; Mt. Elgon, Kenya].


The larva feeds on the young terminal shoots of the food-plant, resting on the undersides of the leaflets.  Egg.  Very pale green, circular and flattened above with fluted sides and a small dark central dot.  Diameter 0.5 mm.  Laid singly on the upper or under surface of the leaflets, always near the end of a shoot.  Larva.  The larva is onisciform, coloured pale green with pink or reddish markings, exactly resembling the coloration of the food-plant.  The dorsum is ridged, though only bluntly so, with the segment divisions clearly defined, and it has a red dorsal line.  The sides are faintly striped with yellow and darker green, the edges of the carapace being pink and squarely scalloped.  The anal segments are flattened and shield-shaped and carry tubercles, placed rather far anteriorly and near the outside edges of the shield.  The tubercles are about 0.5 mm long, whitish, with a large, spiny, terminal rosette, and are exserted laterally to the vertical.  The gland is plainly visible as a small darkened patch with raised lips, placed about half-way between and just above the tubercles.  Length 15 mm.  Pupa.  Dirty green with minute black speckling and a well-defined black dorsal line which encloses a white triangular spot at the junction of the thorax and abdominal segments.  The latter are much contracted, being short and broad, and much pointed posteriorly.  The thorax is ridged.  The pupa is placed horizontally on the bark or stems of the tree.  Length 10 mm.  Parasites.  Neotypus intermedius Mocs. (Hymen., Ichneumonidae) was bred.

Larval food:

Acacia farnesiana Wild. (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 329].

Afzelia species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 221].

Albizia gummifera (Gmel.) C.A. Smith (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 226 (Kenya)].

Albizia zygia Macbride (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 329].

Dichrostachys glomerata Hutch. (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 329].

Hypericum species (Clusiaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 221].

Associated ants:

Pheidole aurivillii Mayr. race kasaiensis For. (Formcidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 477 (Nigeria)].

Camponotus akwapimensis Mayr. var. poultoni For. (Formcidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 477 (Nigeria)].
Crematogaster (Sphaerocrema) striatula Em. Var. horati Sants. (Formicidae) [Jackson, 1937: 226 (Kenya)].

perides Fabricius, 1793 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 273 (488 pp.).  “Habitat in Indiis”. [False locality.]
Anthene (Anthene) lasti (Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1894)

Lycaenesthes lasti Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1894 in Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1892-7.  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 2: 109 (261 pp.). London.

Type locality: Kenya: “Mombasa”.

Distribution: Kenya (coast – inland to lower Meru Forest), Tanzania (east), Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Shimba Hills; lower Meru Forest (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Rau Groundwater Forest Reserve, Moshi (Cordeiro, 1995). NOT Mount Kilimanjaro as averred by Kiellend (1990) (Cordeiro, 1990).

Mozambique – Vila Gouveia (Pennington).

Zimbabwe – Mount Selinda; near Troutbeck Inn, Nyanga (Pennington); near Mutare; Vumba Mountains (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Last’s hairtail.

Habitat: Forest (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Males are known to come to damp spots in large numbers (Larsen, 1991).  Damp spots are also visited, to a lesser extent, by  females (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) lemnos (Hewitson, 1878)

Lycaenesthes lemnos Hewitson, 1878 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 221 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.
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Anthene lemnos lemnos.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 31mm.  Peace Cottage, Natal.  14.1.48.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3899).
Type locality: Mozambique: “Delagoa Bay (Monteiro)”.

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa.

Common name: Large hairtail.

Habitat: Coastal forest (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Also in woodland (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habits: Most often encountered perched on a leaf on the forest edge (Larsen, 1991).  Specimens keep low down in the shade of trees.  The flight is relatively slow and individuals settle often, on leaves or on flowers (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year but commoner in the summer months (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 109 [as Anthene lemnos lemnos; Umhlanga Rocks, KwaZulu-Natal].


“Egg.  0.5 mm diam. x 0.3 mm high.  Laid singly, at short intervals, on the leaves of the food-plant, generally on their undersides.  The eggs are pale blue with white moles connected by white ribbing.  They hatch after 4 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 0.9 mm, growing to 1.9 mm in 4-5 days; 2nd instar growing to 3 mm in 3-4 days; 3rd instar growing to 5 mm in 3-4 days; 4th instar growing to 8-9 mm in 4-5 days; 5th instar growing to 13-16.5 mm in 6-7 days.  The honey-gland is present in the 3rd to 5th instars, while the tubercles are present in the 2nd to 5th instars.  In the early stages, larvae eat troughs in the leaf-surface, and these often disclose the presence of the larvae.  Later, larvae eat right through the leaf, then widen the hole out to the edge.  The discarded skin is not eaten.  There is a procession of broods, practically throughout the year.  Pupa.  11-11.25 mm.  Secured to a leaf or stem by the cremastral hooks entangled in a silk mat, and by a girdle.  The colour varies through green touched with brown, dull green heavily mottled with brown, and brown without markings.  A white diamond-shaped mark on the thorax is conspicuous, on all pupae.  The pupal state lasts for 10-11 days.  Parasites.  Egg destroyed by very small chalcids.  Larva killed by Apantales sp., 13-18 per larva.  A maggot will remain in the cocoon for 7 days (in December) before pupating.  Pupa probably parasitized by Pimpla sp.”

Larval food:

Erythrococca berberidea Prain (syn. Micrococca berberidae Phill.) (Euphorbiaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 109].

Erythrococca polyandra (Pax. and K. Hoffm.) Prain (Euphorbiaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 229].
Anthene (Anthene) lemnos lemnos (Hewitson, 1878)

Lycaenesthes lemnos Hewitson, 1878 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 221 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.
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Anthene lemnos lemnos.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 31mm.  Peace Cottage, Natal.  14.1.48.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3899).
Type locality: Mozambique: “Delagoa Bay (Monteiro)”.

Distribution: Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east), South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal - coast).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Copperbelt (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Dondo forest (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Mutare; Mount Selinda (Pringle, et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Amahlongwa (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia (Swanepoel, 1953); Umdoni Park; Kosi Bay (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Anthene (Anthene) lemnos loa (Strand, 1911)

Lycaenesthes loa Strand, 1911.  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 77: 196 (190-198).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Amani”.

Distribution: Kenya (coast), Tanzania (north-east).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Shimba Hills (Larsen, 1991).
Tanzania – Rau Groundwater Forest Reserve, Moshi at 750 m; northern slopes of Mount Kilimanjaro at 2 000 m (Cordeiro, 1995).

Anthene (Anthene) leptala (Courvoisier, 1914)

Lycaenesthes leptala Courvoisier, 1914 in Strand, 1914.  Lepidoptera Niepeltiana [1]: 43 (1-64).

Type locality: Tanzania: “D.-W.-Afrika”.

Distribution: Tanzania.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) leptines (Hewitson, 1874)

Lycaenesthes leptines Hewitson, 1874.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1874: 348 (343-355).

Type locality: “Congo”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Equateur, Uele, Sankuru).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Mkpot 1 in the Oban Hills (P. Walwnada teste Larsen, 2005a; single male).

Common name: Leptines ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A scarce butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
arnoldi Aurivillius, 1923 in Schultze and Aurivillius, 1923 (as var. of Lycaenesthes leptines).  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1236 (1113-1242).  Cameroon: “Süd-Kamerun: Owöng”.  [Invalid; junior primary homonym of Lycaenesthes arnoldi Jones, 1918 [Lycaenidae].]
Anthene (Anthene) levis (Hewitson, 1878)

Lycaenesthes levis Hewitson, 1878 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 221 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Type locality: No locality.

Distribution: Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Equateur, Lualaba), Uganda, Zambia.


Misattributed to the Sierra Leone fauna (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Bia (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Aburi (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Levis ciliate blue.

Habitat: Dense woodland and forest fringes (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce species that is rarely met with (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 225.  (Budongo Forest, Uganda)


The larva lives among Crematogaster ants in the inner runs and nests; it feeds therefore among them, probably on fungi grown by the ants.  Egg.  Unknown.  Larva.  The larva is grub-like, oval and rounded dorsally, the extremities being very similar to each other in shape.  The skin is leathery and highly polished with many pit-like indentations.  The collar carries a large, black, polished chitinous plate.  At the anal extremity is a large gland with brown, oval orifice, but I was unable to induce it to exsert tubercles.  It is always ant-attended.  Length 10 mm.  Pupa.  Placed in the ant-runs under loose bark, with no exterior protection from the ants, evidently relying on the highly polished and hard pupa casing.  Regularly shaped, without protuberances, the abdominal segments being slightly broader than the thorax.  There are practically no shoulders, and the head-case is rounded and jet-black.  General colour very dark brown to black.  Length 9 mm.

Larval food:

Loranthus species (sensu lato) (Loranthaceae) [Collins, teste Larsen, 2005a (Aburi, Ghana)].

Associated ants:

Crematogaster species (Formicidae) [Jackson, 1937: 225 (Uganda)].

Unspecified ants [Collins, teste Larsen, 2005a (Aburi, Ghana)].
grisea Talbot, 1935 (as ssp. of Lycaenesthes levis).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 208 (202-209).  Uganda: “Budongo”.
Anthene (Anthene) ligures (Hewitson, 1874)

Lycaenesthes ligures Hewitson, 1874.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1874: 349 (343-355).
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Anthene ligures.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Hillwood Farm, Ikelenge, Zambia.  25.3.81.  A.J. & M.W. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Anthene ligures.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Hillwood Farm, Zambezi Bridge, Mwinilunga dist., Zambia.  17/xii/1983.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Angola.

Distribution: Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west, central), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Atewa Range (P. Walwanda teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Gambari (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – widespread in western Kenya; lower Meru Forest; Nyambeni Hills (Larsen, 1991).

Zambia – Lisombu Stream (Heath, et al., 2002); Hillwood Farm, Ikelenge (specimens illustrated above).

Common name: Lesser indigo ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Rare in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a), but commoner in the east, along shady forest roads, males coming to damp patches, sometimes in large numbers (Larsen, 1991).  Females are scarce in comparison to males (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937. (Kabras-Kakamega, Kenya).


Egg.  The eggs are white and very flattened and laid on the under surfaces of the leaves.  Diameter 0.5 mm.  Larva.  The larva is very broad and flat.  Green with darker green dorsal line, flanked on either side with yellow.  It carries short hair especially fringing the scalloped margins.  Collar unusually large and broad.  Dorsum rounded and spiracles white.  There are apparently neither tubercles nor gland, and no ants were in attendance.  Length 15 mm, breadth 5 mm.  Pupa.  The pupa differs from those of other Anthene in that the abdominal segments are centrally very broad and much flattened.  It is placed horizontally on the underside of a leaf and attached with silk, both on the surface of the leaf and over the dorsum.  In colour it is greenish-brown with fine dark dorsal line, and a white triangular spot between the thorax and abdominal segments, and with the same white spiracles as in the larva.  The head-case is narrow, sloping sharply outwards to the broadest part midway along the abdominal segments and then abruptly back again to the extremity, the shape being, therefore, roughly that of a diamond.  Length 9 mm, breadth 6 mm.

Larval food:

Celtis species (Ulmaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 221; Kabras-Kakamega, Kenya].
amanica Strand, 1909 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt a. M. 23: 125 (124-127).  Tanzania: “Amani”.
pauperula Strand, 1909 (as ab. of Lycaenesthes ukerewensis).  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt a. M. 23: 127 (124-127).  Tanzania: “Port Muansa, Neuwied Ukerewe”.
ochreofascia Talbot, 1935 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 123 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).  Uganda: “L. Victoria, Sese Islands, Lutoboka, Bugalla Isle”.
Anthene (Anthene) lindae Henning & Henning, 1994

Anthene lindae Henning & Henning, 1994.  In: Pringle, Henning, and Ball [eds].  Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 233 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa.

Type locality: South Africa: “Witsand, northwestern Cape, 27 Oct. 1990, J.E. Terblanche.”  Holotype in Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Diagnosis: Similar to A. minima but differs in the following respects: both wings more pointed; upperside darker with a more bronzy sheen basally; underside ground-colour much paler and markings much darker.

Distribution: South Africa (Northern Cape Province).  Known only from the type locality.

Common name: Linda’s hairtail.

Habitat: White-dunes in arid savanna, in patches dominated by specimens of Acacia haematoxylon Willd. and Acacia erioloba E. Mey. (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: The flight of males is fast and erratic.  Females fly more slowly and have been noted feeding on the flowers of Diospyros lycioides Desf. and Grewia flava DC. (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: September to November are the months recorded (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Conservation status: Classified as vulnerable in the South African Red Data List.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Acacia erioloba (Fabaceae) [Woodhall, 2005a].

Relevant literature:

Jessnitz, V. 2002.  Metamorphosis 13 (4): 107-108.

Anthene (Anthene) liodes (Hewitson, 1874)

Lycaenesthes liodes Hewitson, 1874.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1874: 349 (343-355).
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Anthene liodes.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 23mm.  Mt. Silinda, S. Rhodesia.  17.XII.50.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3901).

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Senegal (south-east), Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Uele, Ituri, Sankuru, Lualaba), Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), South Africa. (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal - north).


Misattributed to the Madagascar fauna (Stempffer, 1954: 235).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Oussouiye (Underwood teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Cape Coast (Larsen, 2005a); Abo Abo in Kakum N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – Kakamega Forest (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Rau Groundwater Forest Reserve near Moshi (Cordeiro, 1995).

Mozambique – Amatongas; Inchope; Xiluvo hills (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Nyanyadzi River, 80 km south of Mutare (Sheppard); Mount Selinda; Birchenough Bridge; Hot Springs (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Limpopo Province – Rondalia Ranch; Pafuri (Pringle, et al., 1994); Gundani.

Mpumalanga – Malelane; Komatipoort (Pringle, et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Jozini (Pringle, et al., 1994). 

Common name: Liodes hairtail; Light ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest/savanna transition (open areas and fringes of forest).  In southern Africa it is found mainly in moist savanna habitats.

Habits: A relatively uncommon butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes are usually found perched on leaves, one or two metres above the ground, on the edge of forest.  Both sexes come to flowers and males occasionally mud-puddle (Larsen, 1991).  Specimens are often encountered, flying fast, in the crown of trees, frequently perching on leaves or flowers on the outer branches (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Lamborn, 1914: 476.


The larva is green, onisciform and feeds on leaves.  Both DNO and TO’s are present.  Pupal period 7 days.

Eltringham, 1921b: 483 (ex Lanborn; Moor Plantation, Nigeria)


“Plate XIII, fig. 20.  This small pupa calls for little remark.  Its general appearance is shown by the figure, and the cuticle is smooth and bears a sparse but regular covering of very minute hairs.  Length 10 mm.

Larval food:

Mangifera species (Anacardiaceae) [Kielland, 1990].

Combretum species (Combretaceae) [Kielland, 1990].

Myrica species (Myricaceae) [Kielland, 1990].

Morella serrata (Myricaceae) [Kroon, 1999].
Allophylus species (Sapindaceae) [Kielland, 1990].

Allophylus africanus (Sapindaceae) [Kroon, 1999].
Schmidelia species (Sapindaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Associated ants:

Unidentified formicines (Formcidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 476 (Nigeria)].

Note: Larsen (1991: 220) thinks that Kenyan populations may merit subspecific status but says that too little material is available for study.

adherbal Mabille, 1877 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Bulletin de la Société Zoologique de France 2: 217 (214-240).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Landana; Chinchoxo”.
monteironis Kirby, 1878 in Hewitson, 1862-78 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).   Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 223 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48).  London.  Nigeria: “Calabar”.
bihe Bethune-Baker, 1910 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 34 (1-84).  Angola: “Bihe District”.
Anthene (Anthene) locuples (Grose-Smith, 1898)

Lycaenesthes locuples Grose-Smith, 1898.  Novitates Zoologicae 5: 357 (350-358).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Warri”.

Distribution: Ghana, Nigeria (western Nigeria, Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Kinshasa).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kukurantumi (Larsen, 2005a); Likpe (Larsen, 2005a); Wli Falls (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria Warri (TL); Agege (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kinshasha (Ackery et al., 1995).

Common name: Curious ciliate blue.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: A scarce butterfly, usually found in ones and twos while mud-puddling or while defending territories on the edges of forest or along forest paths (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is quite weak (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) lunulata (Trimen, 1894)

Lycaenesthes lunulata Trimen, 1894.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1894: 51 (14-82).
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Anthene lunulata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Trelawney, S. Rhodesia.  2.II.47.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3902).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Umtali; Mineni Valley”.

Diagnosis: In some specimens the basal spots on the hindwing underside are reddish, not black (form sanguinea Bethune-Baker, 1910).

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Mali, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon, Sudan, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Ituri, Equateur, Sankuru, Lualaba, Shaba), Angola, Zambia (widespread), Kenya, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Botswana (north-east).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Nakpanduri (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Agege near Lagos (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Choma; Chisamba; Lusaka; Kitwe; Ndola; Mufulira; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Xiluvo (Pennington).

Zimbabwe – Trelawney (Pennington); Mutare (Barnes); Vumba Mountains (the Cooksons); Harare (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Botswana – Kasane; Kazungula (Larsen).

Common name: Lunulated hairtail; red-spot ciliate blue.

Habitat: Savanna (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Also in forest (Heath, et al., 2002).  In West Africa it favours Guinea savanna but also occurs in Sudan savanna and in disturbed areas in the forest zone (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Often found in localized colonies, which may contain hundreds of specimens (Larsen, 2005a).  Males are strongly territorial, using a specific perch from which to defend their territory.  Males also hilltop (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes are fond of flowers; Larsen (1991) mentions those of Tridax species.  Specimens settle on grass stems or shrubs, often in the shade of trees (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Males are known to mud-puddle (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: October to May.  There is a record for August (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Farquharson, 1921: 386 [Nigeria].


The larvae are pale reddish purple to bright green, matching the young (purple) to older (green) leaves of the food-plant (Berlinia species).  It is onisciform and rather flat and possesses both gland and tubercles.  They only feed on the shoots and young leaves.

Jackson, 1937: 223 [Mt. Elgon, Kenya].


The larva feeds on the young shoots of Entada and on the outer cortex of the young leaves of Combretum.  Egg.  White, circular, and not very much flattened on top.  It has a slight central indentation and a surface network pattern.  Diameter 0.75 mm.  It is laid singly among the leaflets of Entada and on the upper or under surfaces of the leaves of Combretum.  Larva.  Beautifully yellow-green with a darker dorsal line which is sometimes reddish with a mottled appearance due to much yellow striation.  The dorsum is rounded and broad, collar very heavy and overhanging, the lateral skirts well developed with yellow scalloped edges.  The anal segments are not so flattened as usual, but both gland and tubercles are present.  The former is plainly visible, the orifice being oval and red, and below it are the tubercles near the outside edges of the segment.  They are long, rather thick, and yellowish, and carry a terminal rosette.  They are exserted slowly almost vertically, though slightly outwards, and are retracted slowly.  Length 15 mm.  Pupa.  The pupa is smooth-skinned, yellowish white or green, with a dark dorsal line and no other markings.  The shape is uncommon, being almost without prominences, evenly torpedo-shaped and very pointed at the anal extremity.  The thorax is very slightly ridged, but there is no waist.  It is placed horizontally along a twig or leaf.  Length 11 mm.  Parasites.  Four species of Neotypus (Hymen., Ichneumonidae), including N. intermedius Mocs., were bred.

Paré, 1991: 4. [Zimbabwe].

Larval food:

Acacia species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Albizia species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 221].

Berlinia species (Fabaceae) [Farquharson, 1921: 386 (Nigeria)].

Brachystegia boehmii Taub. (Fabaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 230].

Brachystegia spiciformis Benth. (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 221].

Combretum species, probably C. elgonense Excell (Combretaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 223].

Entada abyssinica Stend. ex A. Rich. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 223].

Isoberlinea angolensis (Fabaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 106].

Julbernardia globiflora Benth. (Troupin) (Fabaceae) [Paré, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 230].

Parkia filicoides (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Associated ants:

Pheidole species (Formicidae) [Farquharson, 1921: 386 (Nigeria); Jackson, 1937: 224 (Kenya)].
Camponotus (Mrymoturba) acvapimensis Mayr (Formicidae) [Jackson, 1937: 224 (Kenya)]. Technomyrmes detorquens Walker (Formicidae) [Jackson, 1937: 224 (Kenya)].

hewitsoni Aurivillius, 1899 in Aurivillius, 1898-9 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 347 (1-561).  No locality.
grosei Aurivillius, 1899 in Aurivillius, 1898-9 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 348 (1-561).  Cameroon: “Kamerun”.
sanguinea Bethune-Baker, 1910 (as ?).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 41 (1-84).  Angola: “Bihe District”; Zambia: “N.E. Rhodesia”. 
aquilonis Hulstaert, 1924 (as ssp. of Lycaenesthes lunulata).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 181 (112-122, 173-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Dungu-Njangara-Doruma; Haut Uele: Madju”.
magna Hulstaert, 1924 (as ab. of Lycaenesthes lunulata).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 182 (112-122, 173-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Elisabethville; Kundelungus; Bukama”.
Anthene (Anthene) lychnaptes (Holland, 1891)

Lycaenesthes lychnaptes Holland, 1891.  Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass. 6: 51 (50-53).

Type locality: Gabon: “upper waters of the Ogové River”.

Distribution: Gabon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
lychnoptera Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1893 in Grose-Smith and Kirby,1892-7.   Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 2: 97 (261 pp.). London.  Gabon.  [an unjustified emendation of Lycaenesthes lychnaptes Holland].
Anthene (Anthene) lychnides (Hewitson, 1878)

Lycaenesthes lychnides Hewitson, 1878 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 224 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48). London.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south), Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Calabar (TL).

Cameroon – Itoki, Korup (Aurivillius, 1895).

Common name: Brown ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest?

Habits: This appears to be an exceedingly rare species, which has not been found in more than a century (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) lysicles (Hewitson, 1874)

Lycaenesthes lysicles Hewitson, 1874.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1874: 348 (343-355).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Violet-spotted ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: An uncommon species met with occasionally in closed forest (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes perch on green leaves and do not appear to be very active (Larsen, 2005a).  Males rarely mud-puddle (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Albizia species (Fabaceae) [Fontaine, 1988 (Democratic Republic of Congo)].

Note: Berger (1981) recorded it from Shaba (DRC) but Larsen (2005a) thinks that these populations may represent a distinct species.
Anthene (Anthene) madibirensis (Wichgraf, 1921)

Lycaenesthes madibirensis Wichgraf, 1921.  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 14: 179 (171-172, 179-180, 195-197).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Madibira”.

Distribution: Tanzania (Madibira district).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) mahota (Grose-Smith, 1887)

Lycaenesthes mahota Grose-Smith, 1887.  Annals and Magazine of Nateural History (5) 19: 65 (62-66).

Type locality: [West Africa]: “Delagoa Bay”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Liberia, Ivory Coast, Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Mbini), Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Sankuru).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Mahota ciliate blue.

Habitat: Dense forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Rare west of the Dahomey Gap but commoner in the Oban Hills, Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens are found in ones and twos, fluttering weakly along forest paths, and frequently settling (Larsen, 2005a).  The slow flight of the ‘red’ anthenes is probably an indication that they are part of a mimicry complex (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) makala (Bethune-Baker, 1910)

Lycaenesthes makala Bethune-Baker, 1910.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 58 (1-84).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Makala”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) melambrotus (Holland, 1893)

Lycaenesthes melambrotus Holland, 1893.  Entomological News 4: 27 (22-28).

Type locality: Gabon: “Kangwé”.

Distribution: Gabon.  Known only from the type(s).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) millari (Trimen, 1893)

Lycaenesthes millari Trimen, 1893.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1893: 133 (123-143).

Type locality: South Africa: “Natal, Estcourt”.

Distribution: Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Molimo’s location (Swanepoel, 1953); Ofcolaco (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (Williams, 25 September, 2006).

North West Province – Rustenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Brits (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Gauteng – Hornsnek (Williams); Saltpan (Tswaing) (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Stanger (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Howick (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Umgeni River basin (Pringle, et al., 1994); Bushmans River basin (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Eastern Cape Province – Fort Beaufort (McMaster); Cookhouse (Woodhall).

Common name: Millar’s hairtail.

Habitat: Thornveld savanna.

Habits: Males are avid hilltoppers, selecting perches on trees on the summit.  Females tend to keep to shady places lower down on the slopes (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: Mostly encountered in spring, with odd sightings in midsummer (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Cotyledon sp. (Crassulaceae) [Woodhall, 2005a].
Kalanchoe sp. (Crassulaceae) [Woodhall, 2005a].
Anthene (Anthene) minima (Trimen, 1893)

Lycaenesthes minima Trimen, 1893.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1893: 135 (123-143).

Type locality: South Africa: “Verulam; Malvern; Sinquasi River”.

Distribution: Kenya (east), Tanzania (north-east), Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal), Swaziland.

Larsen (1991: 219) believes that Kenya records for A. minima (D-Abrera, 1980) refer to either A. rhodesiana or mis-identified specimens of A. contrastata.

Specific localities:

Botswana – Tsau in the Okavango Delta (Pinhey).

Limpopo Province – Letaba (Pringle, et al., 1994); Saltpan (Pringle, et al., 1994); Dendron (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Lydenburg (Pringle, et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Malvern; near the Sinkwazi River (Barker; TL); Durban – Northdene (Millar); Hluhluwe (Pennington); Ingweni (Swanepoel, 1953); west of Mkuze (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Swaziland – Ndhloya (Pennington; single female).

Common name: Little hairtail.

Habitat: Savanna thorn-veld.

Habits: Flies rapidly around the tops of large thorn trees, settling on the leaves or on the flowers (Pringle, et al., 1994).  At Mkuze the thorn-trees around which they commonly fly are those of Acacia tortillis (Williams, unpublished).

Flight period: All year, apparently with peak emergence in December (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Acacia sp. (Fabaceae) [Woodhall, 2005a].
Anthene (Anthene) montana Kielland, 1990

Anthene montana Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania: 205 (363 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Uluguru Mts., Bondwa Mt., 2140 m”.

Original description:

“Male.  Upperside wings shiny deep violet-blue with a narrow black marginal line on both wings.  H.w. tails at vein 3 much shorter than those in 2 and 1.  Underside ground colour grey; markings dark brown and distinctly outlined with dark brown and white edges; f.w. postdiscal row of spots almost straight from costa to vein 2; its continuation in space 1b is detached and placed basad of it, but continue almost in the same direction towards vein 1; there is a rectangular brown spot at cell end, and a thick dark grey submarginal line in both wings.  H.w. postdiscal line of spots almost straight from costa to vein 4 where it is kinked, but continue almost in the same direction to vein 2, and forms a U-shaped band in spaces 1a and 1b; there is a long brown spot at cell end and a round brown spot in space 7; the black submarginal spots at anal angle and in space 2 are bordered with red on the inner side, and contain a few blue scales.  Length of f.w. 13-15.2 mm.  Female.  Upperside ground colour pale brown; f.w. distal margin broadly dark brown; a curved band of black postdiscal spots from costa to space 1b, conjoined from costa to vein 2; a black rectangular spot at cell end; basal half of wing with violet-blue scales which pale towards middle of the wing.  H.w. with a dark brown border and submarginal line, and a black discal line which is strongly curved towards base at veins 3 and 4.  Underside as in the male, but ground colour paler and suffused with white scales between the spot at cell end and the postdiscal band, and in the space between this band and the submarginal grey line.  Length of f.w. 15.8 mm.  Male genitalia (fig. 138).  Similar to those of A. hobleyi, but the bipectinate distal end of valva much narrower.”
Distribution: Tanzania (east - Uluguru Mountains).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) mpanda Kielland, 1990

Anthene mpanda Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania: 205 (363 pp.). Melbourne.
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Anthene mpanda.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Male.  Fiwale Hill, 25 km S of Ndola, Zambia.  02/X/2000.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mpanda, Nkungwe, 1100 m”.

Original description:

“Male.  Wings sharply pointed.  Upperside similar to A. butleri, but paler blue with a slight greenish tint; both wings with a black streak at cell end; f.w. apical half brownish-grey; the rest of the wing pale blue with blackish veins; a whitish submarginal streak in space 1b; h.w. with a submarginal row of black-centered white lunules; the one in space 2 largest and bordered with red on the inner side; a row of pale postdiscal lunules.  Underside ground colour pale grey; markings almost exactly as in butleri.  Length of f.w. 13.5 mm.  Female not known.  Male genitalia (fig. 153).  Uncus with two flattened lobes separated by a small emargination; valva with two comparatively widely separated lobes distally, somewhat like that of A. nigropunctata (fig. 151).
Distribution: Tanzania (west - Mpanda district), Zambia, Zimbabwe (north-east).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ndola (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – hills north-east of Harare; Chitora Road; Mapembi (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: 

Habitat: Savanna.

Habits: Males are known to hilltop, flying rapidly around the tops of the tallest trees (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: The recorded months are September and February (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) ngoko Stempffer, 1962

Anthene ngoko Stempffer, 1962.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 24: 1174 (1135-1181).

Type locality: Congo: “Ouesso, forêt de Ketta”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) nigropunctata (Bethune-Baker, 1910)

Lycaenesthes nigropunctata Bethune-Baker, 1910.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 36 (1-84).
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Anthene nigropunctata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Changwena Falls, Mkushi, Zambia.  14.IV.79.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Anthene nigropunctata.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Dola Hill, Ndola, Zambia.  30/XI/75.  A. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Zambia: “Fort Jameson, N.E. Rhodesia; Lakes Bangweolo (4,200 feet) and Tanganyika (4,500 feet); N.W. Rhodesia”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Lualaba), Angola, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (north), Zimbabwe (distribution according to Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).


Records from West Africa are in error for the then undescribed A. starki Larsen, 2005 (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Mwinilunga; Chingola; Ndola; Mufulira; Mkushi; Mpika (Heath, et al., 2002); Fort Jameson; Lake Bangweulu; Tanganyika.

Zimbabwe – Chinhoyi (Cox); Vumba Mountains (Barnes; single male); Mount Selinda (Stevenson).

Common name: Black-spotted hairtail.

Habitat: ?

Habits: ?

Flight period: October to December in Zambia (Heath, vide Pringle, et al., 1994).  Also recorded in March at Chinhoyi (Cox vide Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) onias (Hulstaert, 1924)

Lycaenesthes onias Hulstaert, 1924.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 183 (112-122, 173-194).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Région de Sasa”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Ituri, Tshopo, Sankuru, Lualaba).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) opalina Stempffer, 1946

Anthene opalina Stempffer, 1946.  Revue Française d’Entomologie 13: 16 (8-19).

Type locality: Somalia: “Callafo, Webi Shebeli, Ogaden”.

Distribution: Ethiopia (south), Somalia, Kenya (north and east), Tanzania (near Dar es Salaam).

Specific localities:

Kenya – near Witu; just north of the Tana River; Isiolo; ‘Mombasa’ (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Opal hairtail.

Habitat: Dry savanna.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) otacilia (Trimen, 1868)

Lycaena otacilia Trimen, 1868.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1868: 90 (69-96).
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Anthene otacilia otacilia.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 22mm.  Muden, Natal.  16.4.56.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3907).
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Anthene otacilia otacilia.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Cintsa West, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; 20-31 December, 2001; M.C. Williams (Williams collection).
Type locality: South Africa: “Swellendam; Grahamstown; River Tsomo”.

Diagnosis: Similar to the males of A. contrastata and A. talboti.  In otacilia, on the forewing upperside, the violet colouration extends from the inner margin through the cell and also covers areas 1, 2 and 3.  There are differences of diagnostic significance in the male genitalia – in otacilia the valve has three long, finger-like, processes, in talboti two, and in contrastata one.  The females are very difficult to separate (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya, Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland.

Common name: Otacilia hairtail; Trimen’s hairtail.

Habitat: Savanna, including dry, thorn-veld savanna.

Habits: Usually found flying rapidly around the crown of acacia trees, especially when they are in flower.  Both sexes are often found feeding from flowers, especially those of acacias (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: Throughout the summer months (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 116 [as Anthene otaclia otacilia; East London, Eastern Cape].


“Egg.  0.7 mm diam. x 0.45 mm high.  Laid singly on leaves.  Pale green with white moles and ribbing; and hatching after 7-10 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 1 mm, growing to 2 mm in 6-8 days; 2nd instar growing to 3.5 mm in 6 days; 3rd instar growing to 7 mm in 5-6 days; 4th instar growing to 12-13.5 mm in 9-11 days.  The honey-gland and tubercles are present in the 3rd and 4th instars.  Young larvae feed on the surface of a leaf and leave a number of whitish ‘skins’ on a stalk.  Later, they eat the whole leaf.  Moulting takes place where larvae are feeding and a neat, unmolested, discarded skin is left where a larva has moulted.  To pupate, a larva spins a cloak of silk over some leaves, to form a shelter, then secures each leaf firmly to the stalk to prevent it from falling off.  There are about three broods, larvae in the last one [before winter] hibernating (i.e. from observations made in the eastern Cape).  Pupa.  9 mm.  Secured to a silken mat by the cremastral hooks and a girdle.  Emergence occurs after 11-12 days.  Parasites.  Larva killed by Pimpla sp. and Apanteles sp. in the 3rd instar; also by the Diptera, Aplomyiella laeviventris, in the final instar – in which case, the larva turns yellow.”

Larval food:

Acacia karroo Hayne (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 116].

Dichrostachys species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 218].

Acacia zanibarica (Fabaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 107].

Acacia seyal (Fabaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 107].

Associated ant:

Crematogaster species (Formicidae) [Kielland, 1990].
Anthene (Anthene) otacilia otacilia (Trimen, 1868)

Lycaena otacilia Trimen, 1868.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1868: 90 (69-96).
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Anthene otacilia otacilia.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 22mm.  Muden, Natal.  16.4.56.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3907).
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Anthene otacilia otacilia.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Cintsa West, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; 20-31 December, 2001; M.C. Williams (Williams collection).
Type locality: South Africa: “Swellendam; Grahamstown; River Tsomo”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (North Kivu), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (east), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Namibia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Mpongwe; Ndola; Mufulira; Nyamadzi River, near Nawalia (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Tibanefontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Munnik (Swanepoel, 1953); Vivo (Swanepoel, 1953); Zoekmekaar (Swanepoel, 1953); Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Acornhoek (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Lydenburg district (Swanepoel, 1953).
KwaZulu-Natal – Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Middeldrift (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953).
Eastern Cape Province – Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Coega (Swanepoel, 1953); Addo (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Tsomo River (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Fort Beaufort (Swanepoel, 1953); Steynsburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Kenton-on-Sea (Williams).
Western Cape Province – Robertson (Swanepoel, 1953); Franschhoek (Swanepoel, 1953); Matjesfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Swellendam (Swanepoel, 1953); Breede River (Swanepoel, 1953); Mossel Bay (Pringle, et al., 1994).
tongidensis Bethune-Baker, 1926 (as sp. of Azanus).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 17: 401 (384-402).  Tanzania: “Tongido”.
Anthene (Anthene) otacilia dulcis (Pagenstecher, 1902)

Lycaenesthes dulcis Pagenstecher, 1902.  Jahrbuch des Nassauischen Vereins für Naturkunde 55: 156 (113-204).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Gambe beim Abasse-See”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya (coast).

Note: Larsen (1991: 217) is uncertain of the status of this taxon; he feels that it may be specifically distinct from A. otacilia.
benadirensis Stempffer, 1947 (as ssp. of Anthene otacilia).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 52: 39 (35-41).  Somalia: “Afkoi, Somalie italienne”.
Anthene (Anthene) kikuyu (Bethune-Baker, 1910)

Lycaenesthes otacilia var. kikuyu Bethune-Baker, 1910.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 37 (1-84).

Anthene kikuyu (Bethune-Baker, 1910).  Larsen, 2005a.

Type locality: Kenya: “Kikuyu District, January, 5,000 to 6,000 feet”.

Distribution: Mauritania, Ghana, Nigeria, Uganda, Kenya (central, west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Teshie on the Accra Plains (S. Hill teste Larsen, 2005a); single female).

Nigeria – Kano (Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – Nairobi; Kibwezi (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Kikuyu ciliate blue.

Habitat: Dry savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Very rare in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes are often found feeding from the flowers of Acacia species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 222 [as Anthene otacilia kikuyu; Mt. Elgon, Kenya].


The larva feeds on the young terminal shoots of the food-plants.  Egg.  Unknown.  Larva.  The larva is very similar to that of A. pitmani.  In colour very dark green, it is more than usually hairy, and in this latter respect quite different from the other.  The dorsum is double ridged, bluntly but prominently toothed, the points of the teeth being yellow and the depressions between red.  Collar small, though segemnts 2 and 3 are much enlarged and almost overhang it.  The lateral skirts are scalloped and edged with yellow.  The flattened anal segments are narrow and rounded posteriorly, light chalky green with a longitudinal green dividing line; somewhat more than half-way between this and the edge are the tubercles, yellowish white, rather long delicate structures, with a terminal rosette of bristles, and exserted somewhat laterally of the vertical.  The gland is placed midway between, with a black crescent-shaped orifice.  Length 12 mm.  Pupa.  Identical with that of A. pitmani Stempff., except that the head-case is much broader.

Larval food:

Acacia lahai Stend., Hochst., et Benth. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 222 (Kenya)].

Acacia stenocarpa Hochst. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 222 (Kenya)].

Dichrostachys species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Associated ants:

Crematogaster sp. (Formicidae) [Van Someren, 1974: 329].
Anthene (Anthene) pitmani Stempffer, 1936

Anthene pitmani Stempffer, 1936.  Revue Française d’Entomologie 3: 139 (134-142).

Type locality: Kenya: “Hoey’s Bridge”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya.

Common name: Pitman’s hairtail.

Habitat: Savanna.

Habits: Similar to those of A. otacilia.

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 223.  (Mount Elgon, 18 miles s.w. of Kitale, 6-7000 feet, Kenya)


The larva feeds on the young shoots of the food-plants.  Egg.  The egg is circular, pale bluish green, and flattened on top with a network of surface ornamentation in relief.  There is a minute black central spot, less than 0.5 mm in diameter.  The egg is laid singly on the terminal shoots of the leaflets.  Larva.  Dark yellow-green with diagonal yellow lateral stripes and a yellow edging round the collar.  The skin has a polished appearance as if moist.  It is onisciform with well-developed collar and scalloped lateral ‘skirts’.  The dorsum is double ridged, the ridges consisting of rows of pointed tooth-like processes, the tips of which are yellow.  The anal segments are flat and shield-shaped, and carry two tubercles placed rather close together.  These are exserted vertically, and are very fine structures with a large terminal rosette.  The gland is placed just under the last pair of ‘teeth’ in the dorsal ridge, and is larger and placed further anteriorly of the tubercles than usual.  Length 12 mm.  Pupa.  Either green or brown and sometimes with prominent silver lateral and dorsal stripes.  It is placed with its long axis parallel to the leaf or bark, and attached by a silk thread centrally over the dorsum.  The thorax is rather sharply ridged and outlined in silver.  Head-case narrow.  Length 8 mm.  Parasites.  Three species of Anilastus (Hymen., Ichneumonidae).

Larval food:

Acacia abyssinica Hochst. et Benth. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 223 (Kenya)].

Acacia lahai Stend., Hochst. et Benth. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 223 (Kenya)].

Acacia stenocarpa Hochst. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 223 (Kenya)].

Dichrostachys species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 219].

Associated ant:

Crematogaster (Acrocoelia) gerstaeckeri D.T. st . sjoestedti Mayr. (Formicidae) [Jackson, 1937: 223 (Kenya)].
Anthene (Anthene) pitmani pitmani Stempffer, 1936

Anthene pitmani Stempffer, 1936.  Revue Française d’Entomologie 3: 139 (134-142).

Type locality: Kenya: “Hoey’s Bridge”.

Distribution: Kenya (central, west, north), Ethiopia.
Anthene (Anthene) pitmani somalina Stempffer, 1936

Anthene pitmani somalina Stempffer, 1936.  Revue Française d’Entomologie 3: 140 (134-142).

Type locality: Somalia: “Somaliland 9 30' N. 44 30' E, 4.000 pieds”.

Distribution: Somalia.
Anthene (Anthene) princeps (Butler, 1876)

Lycaenesthes princeps Butler, 1876.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 18: 484 (480-490).
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Anthene princeps princeps.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 22mm.  Sibweza, Mpanda, Tanz.  3/8/68.  Kielland.  (Henning collection - H414).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Atbara”.

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia Ivory Coast, Ghana, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria, Niger, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Botswana (Larsen, unpublished ms, 1995), South Africa, Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).  Also in Madagascar (as ssp. smithii).

Common name: Cupreous hairtail; coppery ciliate blue.

Habitat: Moist savanna and open woodland.  In West Africa it is often found within the forest zone (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: In West Africa this is a scarce species (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens are most often found while circling trees or feeding from flowers.  The flight is fast but specimens settle regularly.  Males often mud-puddle and also hilltop, perching on the tops of trees on the summit (Pringle, et al., 1994).  

Flight period: All year, with most records from midsummer (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 224 [as Anthene princeps ugandae; Mt. Elgon, Kenya].


The larva feeds on the young shoots of Entada abysinnica.  Egg.  Very small, white, and slightly flattened above.  It is laid among the young terminal shoots.  Larva.  The larva is very similar to that of Anthene definita, having a single dorsal ridge formed of a row of tent-shaped processes, except on the first three segments where it is double.  They are not, however, as large or sharply pointed as in A. lunulata.  At the point of each process and along the scalloped lateral edges are rosettes of spiny hair.  Collar broad but rather long.  In colour it is green, the lateral edges of the dorsal process being pink and those of the carapace pink and white.  In addition there are rows of darker green diagonal stripes along the sides.  Apparently without tubercles and gland.  Length 15-16 mm.  Pupa.  Rather similar to that of A. definita and A. larydas in that it has a white spot stretching from the centre of the thorax to the mid-dorsal depression, but here the resemblance ends.  In shape it is rather narrow and of almost equal width throughout, and so quite different from the roughly diamond-shaped pupae of the others.  It is brown or green with a slight dusting of black, and with a fine black dorsal line.  Head-case broad and blunt, with slight shoulders and ridged thorax.  Length 9 mm.

Larval food:

Albizia gummifera (Gmel.) C.A. Smith (Fabaceae) [Mullin, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 231; Zimbabwe].

Albizia pseudofistula (Fabaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 107].
Entada abyssinica Steud. ex A. Rich. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 224 (Kenya)].

Millettia species (Fabaceae) [Fontaine, 1988; Democratic Republic of Congo].

Anthene (Anthene) princeps princeps (Butler, 1876)

Lycaenesthes princeps Butler, 1876.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 18: 484 (480-490).
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Anthene princeps princeps.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 22mm.  Sibweza, Mpanda, Tanz.  3/8/68.  Kielland.  (Henning collection - H414).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Atbara”.

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria, Niger, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Kenya, Zambia (widespread), Zimbabwe (north), Botswana (north-west; Larsen, unpublished ms, 1995), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal - coast), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon, et al., 2001).
Nigeria – Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – Labwor; Kibwezi; Nairobi; Teita; West Pokot; Kisumu (Larsen, 1991).

Zambia – Kabompo River; Chisamba; Mpongwe; Ndola; Mufulira; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Victoria Falls; Mutare (Pinhey).

Limpopo Province – Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Makapan’s Caves (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Munnik (Swanepoel, 1953); Molimo’s location (Swanepoel, 1953); Chuniespoort (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).
Free State Province – Nooitgedacht, near Parys (R. Terblanche).
KwaZulu-Natal – Empangeni (Swanepoel, 1953); Stanger (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Makatini Flats; Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Balgowan (Pennington).

neglecta Trimen, 1891 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1891: 175 (169-178).  South Africa: “D’Urban; Malvern (near D’Urban); Maritzburg”.
uganda Bethune-Baker, 1910 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 32 (1-84).  Uganda: “Entebbe”.
Anthene (Anthene) princeps smithii (Mabille, 1877)

Lycaena smithii Mabille, 1877.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (5) 7: 72 (71-73).

Anthene princeps smithi [sic] (Mabille, 1877).  Ackery et al., 1995: 626.

Anthene princeps smithii (Mabille, 1877).  Lees et al., 2003.

Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascar”.

Distribution: Madagascar.
lochias Hewitson, 1878 in Hewitson, 1862-78 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 221 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.  Madagascar: “Madagascar”.
mabillei Lathy, 1921 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 8: 208 (208).  Madagascar: “Marsantsetia, N.E. Madagascar”.
Anthene (Anthene) pyroptera (Aurivillius, 1895)

Lycaenesthes pyroptera Aurivillius, 1895.  Entomologisches Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 382 (379-382).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Banana (Congo”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Lulua).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) radiata (Bethune-Baker, 1910)

Lycaenesthes radiata Bethune-Baker, 1910.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 55 (1-84).
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Anthene radiata.  Male, Ghana.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.
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Anthene radiata.  Female, Ghana, upperside.  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana.

Specific localities:

Liberia – Zorzor (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Alepe in eastern Ivory Coast, on the Comoe River (Collins et al., 2003); Tai forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Takoradi (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Red-edged ciliate blue.

Habitat: Moist primary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A rare, local, species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) ramnika d'Abrera, 1980

Anthene ramnika d'Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region: 532 (593 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Yopole Dist., Buta, B. Congo, 3500 ft”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) rhodesiana Stempffer, 1962

Anthene rhodesiana Stempffer, 1962.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 24: 1171 (1135-1181).
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Anthene rhodesiana.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 21mm.  Ndola to Mufulira road, Mwekera Stream, Zambia.  21 December, 1981.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Umtali”.

Diagnosis: Very similar to A. minima but is darker on the upperside and lacks the coppery sheen of minima (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Zambia (copperbelt and north-east), Zimbabwe (north-east).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Mufulira; Ndola; Luanshya; Kalungwishi River (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Mutare (Dryburgh); Arcturus (Paré).

Common name: Zimbabwe hairtail.

Habitat: Deciduous woodland (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habits: Males fly high up (six to eight metres) on the tops of trees (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: Has been recorded in October, January and April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) rothschildi (Aurivillius, 1922)

Lycaenesthes rothschildi Aurivillius, 1922.  In: Rothschild, M., Extrait du voyage de M. le Baron Maurice de Rothschild en Ethiopie et Afrique Orientale Anglaise: 364 (333-386). Paris.

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Koulala”.

Distribution: Ethiopia.  Possibly also in Kenya (Turkana district) (Larsen, 1991: 222).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) rubricinctus (Holland, 1891)

Lycaenesthes rubricinctus Holland, 1891. Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass.6: 51 (50-53).

Type locality: Gabon: “upper waters of the Ogové River”.  Described from a female, erroneously treated as a male (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Gabon, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia.

Common name: Indigo ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest, especially on stream banks (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Males are fairly common but females are scarce (Larsen, 2005a).  Males spend most of the time perched on green leaves.  Occasionally they will fly off rapidly, usually returning to the same leaf.  Both sexes are fond of flowers, and males sometimes mud-puddle (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Pterocarpus esculenta Schum. & Thonn. (Fabaceae) [Farquharson, 1921; on flowers; as Lycaenesthes musagetes; (Nigeria)].
Anthene (Anthene) rubricinctus rubricinctus (Holland, 1891)

Lycaenesthes rubricinctus Holland, 1891. Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass.6: 51 (50-53).

Type locality: Gabon: “upper waters of the Ogové River”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (west, east, Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Uele, Ituri, Kivu, Tshuapa, Equateur, Sankuru).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
musagetes Holland, 1891 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass.6: 51 (50-53).  Gabon: “Gaboon”.  Synonymized with rubricinctus by Clench (1961).
Anthene (Anthene) rubricinctus anadema (Druce, 1905)

Lycaenesthes anadema Druce, 1905.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1905: 258 (251-262).

Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo], not Zambia (see Cookson, 1954): “North-West Rhodesia”.

Distribution: Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (south - Shaba), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (north).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Mufulira; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Note: Larsen (2005a) avers that this taxon may be a subspecies of A. ituria Bethune-Baker, 1910.  [it would, in fact,  be a senior synonym – MCW]
Anthene (Anthene) rubricinctus jeanneli Stempffer, 1961

Anthene rubricinctus jeanneli Stempffer, 1961.  Annales Musée Royal de l’Afrique Centrale (8) 94: 64 (73 pp.).
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Anthene rubricinctus jeanelli.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 21mm.  Nr Lume Base, Rwenzori, E. Zaire [D.R.C.].  5/95.  P.N.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Kenya: “vallée de la Koptawelil, 2.300 m. - Mission de l’Omo”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kitale area; Kakamega Forest (Larsen, 1991).
elgonensis Stempffer, 1936 (as ssp.of Anthene musagetes).  Revue Française d’Entomologie 3: 135 (134-142).  Kenya: “vallée de la Koptawelil, 2.300 m. - Mission de l’Omo”.  [Invalid; junior secondary homonym of Lycaenesthes pauperula var. elgonensis (Aurivillius, 1925) [Lycaenidae].]
latefasciata Stempffer, 1944 (as ab. of Anthene musagetes elgonensis).  Revue Française d’Entomologie 10: 50 (49-64).  Uganda: “Malange, Ouganda”.
Anthene (Anthene) rubrimaculata (Strand, 1909)

Lycaenesthes rubrimaculata Strand, 1909.  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt a. M. 23: 127 (124-127).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Amani”.

Distribution: Tanzania.  D’Abrera records this taxon from Kenya but Larsen (1991) is convinced that it does not occur in this country.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Bridelia micrantha (Euphorbiaceae) [Bampton, vide Congdon and Collins, 1998: 102; ssp. tukuyu].
Anthene (Anthene) rubrimaculata rubrimaculata (Strand, 1909)

Lycaenesthes rubrimaculata Strand, 1909.  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt a. M. 23: 127 (124-127).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Amani”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north-east).
Anthene (Anthene) rubrimaculata tukuyu Kielland, 1990

Anthene rubrimaculata tukuyu Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania: 207 (363 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Tukuyu, Musekera, 1100 m”.

Original description:

“Male.  Upperside slightly paler than the nominate race; underside pale greyish-white as in ssp. rubrimaculata, but all three subbasal spots and the discal spot in space 7 are deep black, without a trace of a red tinge.  Length of f.w. 11-14.2 mm.  Male genitalia as in the nominate race.  Female.  Upperside brown with f.w. discal area bright pale-blue; a black discocellular spot; h.w. brown; a postdiscal row of pale-blue lunules and a discal row of pale-blue spots; submarginal spots and margin as in the nominate race; underside colour and position of markings as in the nominate race, but differ in the same way as mentioned under the male.  Length of f.w. 13.8 mm”
Distribution: Tanzania (south-west - near Tukuyu).
Anthene (Anthene) rubrimaculata zanzibarica Congdon & Collins, 1998

Anthene rubrimaculata zanzibarica Congdon & Collins, 1998.  In: Congdon & Collins, 1998.   Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 102 (143 pp.). Abri and Lambillionea.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Jozani Forest, i.1991, S C Collins.”  In ABRI, Nairobi.

Diagnosis: The female of A. rubrimaculata zanzibarica has no blue scaling on the upperside of the wings (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Tanzania (Zanzibar).  Known only from the type locality.
Anthene (Anthene) rufomarginata (Bethune-Baker, 1910)

Lycaenesthes rufomarginata Bethune-Baker, 1910.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 54 (1-84).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Makala (Congo Free State); Lake Albert Edward”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri, north-eastern Tshopo).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) ruwenzoricus (Grünberg, 1911)

Lycaenesthes ruwenzoricus Grünberg, 1911.  Wissenschaftliche Ergibnisse der Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1907-1908. 3 (17): 543 (506-560), 4 pls. Leipzig.
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Nördl. v. Albert-Edward-See, Ruwenzori, Westseite; Westl. v. Ruwenzori, N W Beni (Urwald)”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo/Uganda border.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) saddacus (Talbot, 1935)

Lycaenesthes saddacus Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 123 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Lake Saddaca”.

Distribution: Ethiopia.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) schoutedeni (Hulstaert, 1924)

Lycaenesthes schoutedeni Hulstaert, 1924.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 181 (112-122, 173-194).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “ungu-Njangara-Doruma”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Democratic Republic of Congo (east-central), Ethiopia, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Mabang near Freetown (Larsen, 2005a); Guma Valley (C. Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – Kakamega; Sotik; Chepalungu; Kitale; Thomson’s Falls (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Schouteden’s hairtail; Schouteden’s indigo ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Similar to those of A. rubricinctus (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (2005a) believes that the populations in Sierra Leone probably represent a distinct undescribed species, but has been unable to investigate the matter.
Anthene (Anthene) scintillula (Holland, 1891)

Lycaenesthes scintillula Holland, 1891.  Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass.6: 50 (50-53).

Type locality: Gabon: “upper waters of the Ogové River”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Common name: Golden ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A generally scarce species, especially in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  Males are known to defend territories from perches on large green leaves.  The flight is moderately fast (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) scintillula scintillula (Holland, 1891)

Lycaenesthes scintillula Holland, 1891.  Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass.6: 50 (50-53).

Type locality: Gabon: “upper waters of the Ogové River”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Uele, Tshopo, Equateur, Sankuru, Maniema), Uganda (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).
Anthene (Anthene) scintillula aurea (Bethune-Baker, 1910)

Lycaenesthes aurea Bethune-Baker, 1910.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 59 (1-84).

Anthene scintillula aurea (Bethune-Baker, 1910).  Larsen & Collins, 1998: 374.
Type locality: Ghana: “Begoro”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Yapo (Plowes teste Larsen, 2005a); Tai Forest (Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a); Bia National Park (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Sapoba in the Niger Delta (Larsen, 2005a).
Anthene (Anthene) sheppardi Stevenson, 1940

Anthene sheppardi Stevenson, 1940.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 3: 103 (88-108).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Chirinda Forest”.

Distribution: Mozambique, Zimbabwe.

Specific localities:

Mozambique – Maronga Forest (Kroon and Pennington).

Zimbabwe – Chirinda Forest (Sheppard; TL).

Common name: 

Habitat: 

Habits: This is a species of the forest canopy.  Both sexes have been observed feeding from the white flowers of a shrub growing on the fringes of forest.  Specimens are frequently seen mud-puddling (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: Throughout the summer months (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) starki Larsen, 2005

Anthene starki Larsen, 2005.  Butterflies of West Africa, 549.
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Anthene starki.  Male (holotype), Ghana (x2.9).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photo ex Torben Larsen.

[image: image78.jpg]



Anthene starki.  Female, upperside, Ghana.  Photo ex Torben Larsen.

Type locality: Ghana: “Volta Region, Kyabobo National Park”.  Holotype (male) i.1996 (T.B. Larsen leg., coll. African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).  Paratypes: 2 males with data as for holotype; 5 males (coll. T.B. Larsen); 1 male and 1 female Ghana, Volta Region, Loloby, January 2000 (leg. et coll. African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Diagnosis:  The male differs from that of A. nigropunctata in that the upperside is a slightly lighter purplish than the darker indigo of A. nigropunctata and the underside is grey with little brownish tone, whereas in A. nigropunctata it is a warmer darker brown (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).  The female upperside of A. starki has a lighter and less brownish tone than that of the female of A. nigropunctata and the black tornal spot is larger and more strongly crowed with orange (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).  The valves of the male genitalia in A. starki have a diagnostic chitinized flap on the dorsal edge, which is absent in A. nigropunctata.  In addition the two distal processes of the valves are less well developed than in A. nigropunctata (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).

General remarks: Specimens of this species were first encountered by Larsen in January 1996 in the northern part of Kyabobo National Park, which is a savanna mosaic.  Initially it was thought to be A. nigropunctata Bethune-Baker, 1910 but it was shown to have distinctive male genitalia (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).  A. starki and A. nigropunctata are, as far as is known, allopatric; neither species has been recorded from Uganda or Kenya (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).  The species is named for Malcolm Stark (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Guinea, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Cameroon (north-central), Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (north) (distribution according to Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nimba Mountains (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kyabobo National Park (TL); Loloby in the Volta Region (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Wak, near Ngaoundéré (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Western black-spot ciliate blue.

Habitat: Guinea savanna/dry forest mosaic (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a scarce butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Males are known to mud-puddle (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) suquala (Pagenstecher, 1902)

Lycaenesthes suquala Pagenstecher, 1902.  Jahrbuch des Nassauischen Vereins für Naturkunde 55: 155 (113-204).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Suquala”.

Distribution: Ethiopia.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) sylvanus (Drury, 1773)

Papilio sylvanus Drury, 1773.  Illustrations of Natural History 2: index et 5 (90 pp.). London.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Burkina Faso, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Common name: Common indigo ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest and dense Guinea savanna, as well as degraded forest habitat (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: An relatively uncommon butterfly, usually encountered as single specimens (Larsen, 2005a).  Males are attracted to damp spots on forest paths and roads (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages:

Poulton, 1911.  (Proceedings, p. civ).

Lamborn, 1914: 476.


The larvae are green, onisciform and are leaf feeders.  Both DNO and TO’s are present.  Pupal period 7 days (n = 2).

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ants:

Pheidole aurivillii Mayr. race kasaiensis For. (Formcidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 476 (Nigeria)].

Camponotus akwapimensis Mayr. var. poultoni For. (Formcidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 476 (Nigeria)].
Anthene (Anthene) sylvanus sylvanus (Drury, 1773)

Papilio sylvanus Drury, 1773.  Illustrations of Natural History 2: index et 5 (90 pp.). London.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Burkina Faso, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Uele, Ituri, Kivu, Tshopo, Kinshasa, Cataractes, Sankuru, Mamiema, Lualaba, Tanganika, Shaba).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).
Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon, et al., 2001).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
moncus Fabricius, 1781 (as sp. of Papilio).  Species Insectorum 2: 113 (499 pp.). Hamburgi & Kilonii.  “Africa aequinoctiali”.
syllidus Hübner, 1826 in Hübner, 1816-1826 (as sp. of Timolus).  Verzeichniss bekannter Schmettlinge: 76 (432 + 72 pp.). Augsburg.  No locality.
locra Plötz, 1880 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 41: 203 (189-206).  Cameroon: “Bonjongo (Camerons-Geb.)”.
natalensis Staudinger and Schatz, 1888 in Staudinger and Schatz, 1884-8 (as var. of Lycaenesthes sylvanus).  Exotischer Schmetterlinge 1: 273 (333 pp.). Bayern.  South Africa: “Natal”. [False locality?]
Anthene (Anthene) sylvanus albicans (Grünberg, 1910)

Lycaenesthes ukerewensis var. albicans Grünberg, 1910.  Sitzungsberichte der Gesellschaft Naturforschender Freunde zu Berlin 1910: 153, 172 (146-181).

Type locality: Uganda: “Sesse Inseln”.

Distribution: Uganda (south), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Sesse Islands in Lake Victoria.

Tanzania – Kere Hill, MII and MIII, in Minziro Forest; Buzenya Forest; Munene Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Note: Larsen (2005a) states that the status of this taxon in uncertain.
bugalla Stempffer and Jackson, 1962 (as ssp. of Anthene sylvanus).  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 31: 34 (33-37).  Uganda: “Sesse Isles, Bugalla Island”.
Anthene (Anthene) sylvanus niveus Stempffer, 1954

Anthene sylvanus niveus Stempffer, 1954.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) (Sciences zoologique) 27: 36 (48 pp.).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Eala (près de Coquilhatville)”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Equateur).

Note: Larsen (2005a) doubts the validity of this taxon.
Anthene (Anthene) talboti Stempffer, 1936

Anthene talboti Stempffer, 1936.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 41: 283 (283-284).

Type locality: South Africa: “Unkomass [Umkomaas] (Natal)”.

Diagnosis: Similar to A. otacilia and A. contrastata but the violet scaling on the forewing upperside of the male does not enter area 2.  The females of these three species are very difficult to distinguish from each other but since these species appear to be allopatric the females can be associated with their respective males based on their occurrence together in a particular locality (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Ghana (north), Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Botswana (Larsen, unpublished ms, 1995), Swaziland, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Mole National Park (Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – Garissa; Rabai; Kibwezi (Larsen, 1991).

North West Province – Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Umkomaas (TL).

Western Cape Province – Robertson; Beaufort West (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Northern Cape Province – Nossob River, near Twee Rivieren (Cottrell).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).
Common name: Talbot’s hairtail; Talbot’s ciliate blue.

Habitat: Dry savanna and Karoo.  In West Africa it occurs in Sudan savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Specimens are mostly seen flying fast around the tops of thorn trees.  They are very fond of the yellow flowers of acacias (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Males are known to mud-puddle (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: September to April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 117 [as Anthene talboti; Sans Souci, near Uitenhage, Eastern Cape].


“Egg.  0.65 mm diam. x 0.25 mm high; pale blue with white moles and ribs.  Laid singly on young leaves or twigs of the food-plant.  Eggs hatch after 6 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva (with 5 instars).  1st instar 1 mm, growing to 2 mm in 8 days; 2nd instar growing to 3 mm in 8 days; 3rd instar growing to 4 mm in 7 days; 4th instar growing to 7 mm in 7 days; 5th instar growing to 12-13.5 mm in 9 days.  Larva (with 4 instars).  1st instar 1 mm, growing to 2 mm in 6-9 days; 2nd instar growing to 3.5 mm in 6 days; 3rd instar growing to 7 mm in 5-6 days; 4th instar growing to 12-13.5 mm in 9-11 days.  Both honey-gland and tubercles are present in the 3rd to 5th instars.  Larvae, in the early instars feed on the surface of the leaf, and leave a series of white ‘skins’ where they have fed.  Later, they eat the whole leaf.  They moult where they are feeding and leave the discarded skin in a neat, intact state.  There is slight colour variation – in intensity of colour and in the markings.  To pupate, the larva spins a mat over two or three leaves and secures them to the stalk, then secures itself to the mat.  There are at least three broods.  Pupa.  7.5 mm.  Secured to a silken mat by the cremastral hooks and by a girdle.  Emergence generally takes place after some 10 days.  Parasites.  Larva killed in the 3rd instar by an Apantales and in the final instar by the Diptera, Aplomyiella laeviventris.  Larvae thus affected turn yellow.”

Larval food:

Acacia karroo Hayne (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 117].

Acacia tortilis (Fabaceae) [Woodhall, 2005a].
Anthene (Anthene) ukerewensis (Strand, 1909)

Lycaenesthes ukerewensis Strand, 1909.  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt a. M. 23: 126 (124-127).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Pot Muansa, Neuwied Ukerewe”.

Distribution: Tanzania.  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) uzungwae Kielland, 1990

Anthene uzungwae Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania: 207 (363 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mufindi, Luisenga, 1750 m”.

Original description:

“Closely related to A. montana.  Male.  Upperside of the wings shiny deep violet blue as in A. montana, and with a narrow black marginal line; f.w. more pointed than in montana.  Underside ground colour darker grey than in the related montana; f.w. postdiscal band straight from costa to vein 2; spot in 1b detached from the band, placed basad of it and pointing more distad than in montana (not in the same direction as the other part of the band); a rectangular spot at end of cell.  H.w. postdiscal band a little curved, sharply broken at vein 4; again broken at vein 3, forming an elongate spot in space 2, extending parallel with the spot in 3, and with the elongate spot in 1b; the spot in 1b and 1a forming a Y; marginal spots and submarginal line as in montana.  Length of f.w. 14-15.4 mm (Mufindi); 14.7-16.3 mm (Nyumbenitu).  (Most of the Mufindi specimens are bred).  Female.  Upperside bright blue; h.w. with a slight brownish tint; f.w.with a 2 to 2.5 mm wide black distal border; a short thick postdiscal band from costa to space 3 or in some specimens to space 2; a black spot at end of cell.  H.w. with a postdiscal row of spots from near costa to vein 4, and often with a small spot in space 3, placed proximad of the other spots; a wide, submarginal dark brown line with white, black-centered spots between the submarginal line and the fine black margin; the spot in space 2 large and bordered with a red crescent on the underside.  Underside markings as in the male, but ground colour much paler, similar to that of the montana female.  Length of f.w. 14-16 mm (mostly bred).  Male genitalia (fig. 137).  Similar to those of montana, but valva slightly more elongate and uncus differently shaped.
Distribution: Tanzania (south-central - Uzungwa Mountains).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) versatilis (Bethune-Baker, 1910)

Lycaenesthes versatilis Bethune-Baker, 1910.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 49 (1-84).

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo.


Misattributed to the Liberia, Ivory Coast and Ghana fauna by Clench (1965) and Stempffer (1966) for the then undescribed A. atewa (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Versatile ciliate blue.

Habitat: Primary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: An uncommon species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) versatilis versatilis (Bethune-Baker, 1910)

Lycaenesthes versatilis Bethune-Baker, 1910.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 49 (1-84).

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Anthene (Anthene) versatilis bitje (Druce, 1910)

Lycaenesthes bitje Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 373 (356-378).

Anthene versatilis bitje (Druce, 1910).  Larsen, 2005a: 239, stat. rev.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja River, Camerouns, 2000 ft.”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon.

Anthene (Anthene) wilsoni (Talbot, 1935)

Lycaenesthes (Cupidesthes) wilsoni Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 121 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).

[image: image79.jpg]


[image: image80.jpg]



Anthene species near wilsoni.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 31mm.  Hillwood, N.W. Zambia.  27.IV.2000.  I Bampton.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Anthene species near wilsoni.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Zambezi R., Hillwood, Ikelenge, Zambia.  23.XI.81.  Alan Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
Type locality: Ethiopia: “South-West Abyssinia: Kuron River, 3,300 ft.”.

Distribution: Ghana (Volta Region), Cameroon (north), Sudan (south), Ethiopia (south-west), Uganda (north-east), Kenya (west), Tanzania (west), Zambia, Zimbabwe (north-east).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Ho (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a); near Lipke (S. Collins teste Larsen, 2005a); Nakpanduri (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – Mt Elgon; Kitale area; near Nairobi (Larsen, 1991).

Zambia – Hillwood Farm, Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – on Houghton’s Kopje at Christon Bank (Chitty).

Common name: Wilson’s hairtail; Wilson’s ciliate blue.

Habitat: Wet parkland savanna (Larsen, 1991), as well as dry savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a scarce butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is very fast.  Males hilltop, selecting perches on the tops of trees (Chitty teste Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: Late November to mid February (Chitty vide Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 220 (Kitale and Mt. Elgon, Kenya)


The larva is found in ants’ nests in hollow trees (see “larval food”, below).  As a rule it is found right in the nest amongst the ant larvae and debris at the bottom, or in the early stages along the runs.  Egg.  Unknown.  Larva.  The larva is in shape and colour like a wood-louse, being broad and flattened, with deeply incised segments and rounded dorsum, coloured grey.  The skin is smooth and polished and the segments overlap, the first completely covering the head.  Both extremities are broadly rounded and there are short lateral fringes of hair, and hair also on the segment rings.  Neither tubercles nor gland appear to be present, a most surprising fact in view of its very close association with the ants.  Length 18 mm, breadth 6 mm.  Pupa.  A hard, dark brown cocoon is built against the side of the ants’ nest; it is formed from the wood-debris at the bottom of the nest.  The pupa itself is black with domed thorax and bluntly prominent head-case.  The abdominal segments are broad and flattened with lateral rows of hair-bearing warts running longitudinally down each side.  The posterior extremity terminates abruptly in a broad, flattened stalk, which is attached to the tree from inside the puparium.  Length 15 mm.  Note on the probable food.  The larva will not feed up in captivity on anything so far tried.  The ant larvae and pupae were refused and if the ants feed it, the act has never been observed.  When placed in a box with ants, it is usually devoured within a few hours.  Bark, the debris from the nests or the ligneous material built round the insides of the nests, met with no better success, so that it seems probable that a fungus grown by the ants may be the food.

Larval food:

Entada abyssinica Stend. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 220; Kitale, Kenya].

Acacia abyssinica Hochst. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 220; Kitale, Kenya].

Associated ant:

An unspecied ant [Jackson, 1937: 220].
Anthene (Anthene) xanthopoecilus (Holland, 1893)

Lycaenesthes xanthopoecilus Holland, 1893.  Entomological News 4: 27 (22-28).

Type locality: Gabon: “Talaguga”.

Distribution: Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Ituri, North Kivu, Sankuru, Lualaba).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
lukokescha Karsch, 1895 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 295 (289-322).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mukenge”.
lycotas Grose-Smith, 1898 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Novitates Zoologicae 5: 356 (350-358).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Bopoto, Upper Congo”.
Anthene (Anthene) zenkeri (Karsch, 1895)

Lycaenesthes zenkeri Karsch, 1895.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 293 (289-322).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Yaúnde-Station”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Tshopo), Uganda (west).

Habitat: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
connexa Aurivillius, 1923 in Schultze and Aurivillius, 1923 (as ab. of Lycaenesthes zenkeri).  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1237 (1113-1242).  Cameroon: “Yakaduma-Urwald”.
Subgenus Neurypexina Bethune-Baker, 1910
Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 64 (1-84).
Type-species: Lycaenesthes lyzanius Hewitson, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical subgenus containing four species.

Anthene (Neurypexina) kalinzu (Stempffer, 1950)

Neurypexima [sic] kalinzu Stempffer, 1950.  Revue Française d’Entomologie 17: 143 (135-149).

Type locality: Uganda: “Kalinzu Forest, W. Ankole (Ouganda)”.

Diagnosis: Similar to A. chryseostictus but underside paler and with distinct submarginal line on both wings, angled on hindwing (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Uganda (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest (rare) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Neurypexina) lamprocles (Hewitson, 1878)

Lycaenesthes lamprocles Hewitson, 1878 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 225 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Type locality: “West Africa”.  Probably Cameroon or Gabon (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Ituri).


Misattributed to the Ivory Coast fauna by Stempffer (1966) (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Lesser black-patches.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: An uncommon species, usually found perched on large green leaves, conspicuous because of the white underside (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Neurypexina) lyzanius (Hewitson, 1874)

Lycaenesthes lyzanius Hewitson, 1874.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 11: 36 (36).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola (north).

Common name: Black-patches.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: A relatively common butterfly that is often met with inside forests, perched on broad green leaves (Larsen, 2005a).  Males do not appear to mud-puddle and are somewhat shy (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Lamborn, 1914: 484.


Six larvae were found near each other on new shoots, but were not gregarious.  Pupal period 9 to 10 days (n = 6).

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant:

Pheidole rotundata For. (Formcidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 484 (Nigeria)].

regillus Holland, 1891 (as ?).  Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass.6: 51 (50-53).  Gabon: “upper waters of the Ogové River”.
turbatus Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1893 in Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1892-7 (as ?).   Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 2: 105 (261 pp.). London.  Gabon: “Gaboon”.
Anthene (Neurypexina) quadricaudata (Bethune-Baker, 1926)

Triclema quadricaudata Bethune-Baker, 1926.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 17: 400 (384-402).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, 2000 ft.”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Uganda.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (2005a) states that this species probably does not belong in the subgenus Neurypexina.
Subgenus Neurellipes Bethune-Baker, 1910
Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 66 (1-84).
Type-species: Lycaenesthes lusones Hewitson, by original designation.

= Monile Ungemach, 1932.  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 90 (1-122)).  Type-species: Monile pluricauda Ungemach, by monotypy.

A purely Afrotropical subgenus containing eight species.

Anthene (Neurellipes) aequatorialis Stempffer, 1962

Anthene (Neurellipes) aequatorialis Stempffer, 1962.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 24: 1178 (1135-1181).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “province de l’Equateur, district de la Tshuapa, Ikela”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Tshuapa).  Known only from the holotype.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Neurellipes) chryseostictus (Bethune-Baker, 1910)

Neurellipes chryseostictus Bethune-Baker, 1910.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 67 (1-84).

Type locality: Sierra Leone; Nigeria: “Bassa Province (N. Nigeria)”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Uele, Lualaba), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Bulembe, in Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Common name: Medium red-spot ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A fairly common butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Usually found on vegetation along the edges of forest or near water (Congdon and Collins, 1998).  Both sexes are fond of settling on large green leaves in dense forest and appear not to be very active (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Neurellipes) fulvus Stempffer, 1962

Anthene (Neurellipes) fulvus Stempffer, 1962.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 24: 1180 (1135-1181).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroun anglais, Mamfé”.  The female appears to be unknown (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Banco (Larsen, 2005a); Tiassale (Larsen, 2005a); Yapo (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kumasi (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Mamfe (TL).

Common name: Red forewing.

Habitat: Wet forests (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A very rare butterfly, usually found perched on a large green leaf at the side of a forest path (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Neurellipes) gemmifera (Neave, 1910)

Lycaenesthes gemmifera Neave, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 54 (2-86).
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Neurellipes gemmifera.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 20mm.  Fiwale Hill, 25 km S of Ndola, Zambia.  3/X/2000.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Zambia: “Petauke, Luangwa valley”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ghana, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya (south-west, coast), Tanzania, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Kenema (C. Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kibi (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a); Likpe (Larsen, 2005a); Ho (Larsen, 2005a); Kyabobo (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Elat (Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – Sotik; South Kavirondo; Kilifi; Sokoke; Rabai; Kwale (Larsen, 1991).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Chililabombwe; Chisamba; Mpongwe; Miengwe; Luanshya; Ndola; Mufulira; Petauke (TL); Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Common name: Jewelled ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest/savanna transition zone and deciduous woodland.

Habits: Found in discrete colonies which may contain a large number of individuals.  Specimens play around the tops of bushes.  Males are known to mud-puddle (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
pluricauda Ungemach, 1932 (as sp. of Monile).  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 90 (1-122).  Ethiopia: .... le long de la rivière Gwonneïa, affluent de l’Ouama”.
Anthene (Neurellipes) likouala Stempffer, 1962

Anthene (Neurellipes) likouala Stempffer, 1962.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 24: 1176 (1135-1181).

Type locality: Congo: “Etoumbi”.

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (central).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Neurellipes) lusones (Hewitson, 1874)

Lycaenesthes lusones Hewitson, 1874.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1874: 347 (343-355).

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Diagnosis: Close to A. chryseostictus but is larger and on the underside the white lines are straighter.  Male forewing upperside orange patch smaller than in A. katera and larger than in A. kampala; on underside the white lines narrower than in both these species (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast (Collins et al., 2003), Ghana (Collins et al., 2003), Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a), Cameroon (Collins et al., 2003), Gabon, Congo, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Tanzania.

Common name: Large red-spot ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: An uncommon forest butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Usually found perched on low vegetation, on the edges of forest or in swampy areas (Congdon and Collins, 1998).  Larsen collected numbers at damp patches in Ghana (Collins et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Anthene) lusones lusones (Hewitson, 1874)

Lycaenesthes lusones Hewitson, 1874.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1874: 347 (343-355).

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon (Collins et al., 2003), Gabon, Congo, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Tshopo, Sankuru, Lualaba), Sudan (south), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Rumpi Hills (Helps teste Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Bulembe, in Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest (common) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

maeander Plötz, 1880 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 41: 202 (189-206).  Cameroon: “Eningo; Agoncho; Victoria”.  Considered a synonym of A. lusones lusones (Hewitson, 1874) by Larsen (2005a), syn. nov.  Female co-type selected as lectotype.
Anthene (Anthene) lusones fulvimacula (Mabille, 1890)

Lycaena fulvimacula Mabille, 1890.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 10: 24 (17-51).  Ivory Coast: “Assinie”.

Synonym of A. lusones (Hewitson, 1874).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Anthene lusones fulvimacula (Mabille, 1890).  Collins et al., 2003.
Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Assinnie”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana (Collins et al., 2003).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Ankasa National Park (Collins et al., 2003).

Anthene (Neurellipes) staudingeri (Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1894)

Lycaenesthes staudingeri Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1894 in Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1892-7.  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 2: 112 (261 pp.). London.

Type locality: Gabon: “Ogove”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ghana, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west).

Common name: Staudinger’s ciliate blue.

Habitat: Primary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: An extremely rare butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Neurellipes) staudingeri staudingeri (Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1894)

Lycaenesthes staudingeri Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1894 in Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1892-7.  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 2: 112 (261 pp.). London.

Type locality: Gabon: “Ogove”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Loma Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – near Kumasi (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Sapoba (Larsen, 2005a); Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).
Anthene (Neurellipes) staudingeri obsoleta (Stempffer, 1947)

Neurellipes staudingeri obsoleta Stempffer, 1947.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 52: 41 (35-41).

Type locality: Kenya: “Kakamega, Kavirondo”.

Distribution: Kenya.

Note: There is some doubt about the status of this taxon (Larsen, 2005a).
Subgenus Triclema Karsch, 1893
Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 38: 214, 227 (1-266).
Type-species: Lycaenesthes lucretilis Hewitson, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical subgenus containing 20 species.

Anthene (Triclema) africana (Bethune-Baker, 1926)

Triclema africana Bethune-Baker, 1926.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 17: 400 (384-402).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Northern Nigeria”; Cameroon: “Bitje”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (2005a) considers this taxon to be a nomen dubium.
Anthene (Triclema) coerulea (Aurivillius, 1895)

Lycaenesthes (Triclema) coerulea Aurivillius, 1895.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 16: 217 (195-220, 255-268).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Itoki”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Itoki (TL).

Common name: Mauve ciliate blue.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: A very rare butterfly that is scarcely known (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Triclema) fasciatus (Aurivillius, 1895)

Lycaenesthes (Triclema) fasciatus Aurivillius, 1895.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 16: 218 (195-220, 255-268).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Itoki; Monjange; Bonge”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo (east).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup area (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Tiny ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: One of the commoner forest species of the subgenus, most often encountered while perched on the broad leaves of Marantaceae (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
subnitens Bethune-Baker, 1903 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 12: 332 (324-334).  Sierra Leone.
Anthene (Triclema) hades (Bethune-Baker, 1910)

Triclema hades Bethune-Baker, 1910.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 74 (1-84).

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Tshuapa, Equateur, Sankuru, Lualaba), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – Kakamega Forest (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Black ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest, open country in the forest zone and even Guinea savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A reasonably common butterfly, most often met with while feeding from flowers.  Males are also known to mud-puddle frequently (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Triclema) inconspicua (Druce, 1910)

Triclema inconspicua Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 374 (356-378).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja river, Cameroons, 2000 ft.”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Uele, Lualaba), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Mt Tonkoui (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kumasi (Larsen, 2005a); Bia (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bitje (TL); Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Kere Hill and Bulembe, in Minziro Forest (rare) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Common name: Inconspicuous ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A distinctly scarce species (Larsen, 2005a).  Often found settled on the leaves of forest trees, or on vegetation on the verges of forest paths (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Triclema) inferna (Bethune-Baker, 1926)

Triclema inferna Bethune-Baker, 1926.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 17: 399 (384-402).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, 2000 ft.”.

Distribution: Cameroon.  Known from the holotype only.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Triclema) kamilila (Bethune-Baker, 1910)

Triclema kamilila Bethune-Baker, 1910.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 76 (1-84).

Type locality: Kenya: “Kamililo; Nandi”.

Diagnosis: Very similar to A. hades, but with a slightly more blotchy underside (Kielland, vide (Congdon and Collins, 1998).  Also easily confused with A. phoenicis (see Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo?, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (Kigoma district and north-west).


Misattributed to the West African fauna by Ackery et al., 1995 (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Hoey’s Bridge; Mt Elgon; Kitale; (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest; Buzenya Forest; Munene Forest (very common in all) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Males are avid mud-puddlers.  Specimens are also often seen perched on low vegetation or high in the trees (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (2005a: 245) avers that kamilila (Bethune-Baker, 1910) may be a subspecies or even a synonym of phoenicis (Karsch, 1893).
Anthene (Triclema) kimboza (Kielland, 1990)

Triclema kimboza Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania: 209 (363 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Morogoro, Kimboza Forest, 500 m”.  Holotype in the J. Kielland collection.

Original description:

“Upperside of palpi brown, first and second joint clad with white scales laterally and ventrally; palpi distal joint very long and thin; a white line encircling the eyes.  Upperside brown.  (The wings are very worn and h.w. anal angle and much of the distal margin are worn off).  Underside f.w. pale brown with dark brown markings; one in the middle of cell, one rectangular spot at the end of cell, a postdiscal row of spots, the ones in spaces 4, 5 and 6 in a straight row, the ones in 2 and 3 are larger and placed considerably basad; the spots in 1a and 1b are conjoined to a large spot, and placed much further basad still (halfway between tornus and base); there are two rows of partly conjoined grey-brown submarginal spots, of which the ones in 1a and 1b of the proximal row are larger and placed a little basad of the rest; a black marginal line and brown cilia.  Length of f.w. 10.2 mm.  Male genitalia (fig. 156) show closest relationship to Triclema.  Female unknown.”
Distribution: Kenya (Arabuku-Sokoke Forest), Tanzania (north-east).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Arabuku-Sokoke Forest (a small series of both sexes) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Tanzania – Kimboza Forest (TL; single male).

Habitat: Forest, at 500 m (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Triclema) krokosua (Larsen, 2005)

Triclema krokosua Larsen, 2005a.  In Larsen, 2005a.  Butterflies of West Africa.  [Check!]

Type locality: Ghana: “Krokosua Hills”.

Distribution: Ghana.

Common name: Krokosua ciliate blue.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Krokosua Hills (TL).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Triclema) lacides (Hewitson, 1874)

Lycaenesthes lacides Hewitson, 1874.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1874: 348 (343-355).

Type locality: Angola: “West Africa”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Tshopo).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Agege (Larsen, 2005a); Omo Forest (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Cross River loop (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Delicate ciliate blue.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: A scarce species most often found at the edges of paths as they enter forest or along streams (Larsen, 2005a).  Compared to other species of Triclema, the flight is rather weak (Larsen, 2005a).  A single male was noted mud-puddling by Larsen (2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Triclema) lamias (Hewitson, 1878)

Lycaenesthes lamias Hewitson, 1878 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 227 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Type locality: [Probably Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a)]: “West Africa”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania.

Common name: Blotched ciliate blue.

Habitat: Primary forest and, to a lesser extent, forest/Guinea savanna transition and secondary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A relatively common species (Larsen, 2005a).  Larsen (1991) states that the few times he met with this species, single individuals were sitting on leaves at the edge of forest, in late afternoon sunshine.

Early stages:

Farquharson, 1921: 387. (Nigeria)


The coccid on which the larvae fed was found on Imbricaria maxima Poir. (Sapotaceae).  The larva is dull green and onisciform in shape and there is a hint of white along the edge of the mantle and a slightly lighter mid-dorsal line.  A gland was present but there were no tubercles.  The pupal period was 9-10 days (n=2).

Jackson, 1947: 48 (Malabigambo Forest, Katera, Uganda)


“Larva.  Green, with a dorsal darker and very indistinct line.  Just above the head is a small sclerotised reddish-brown oval spot.  Shape regular, the dorsum evenly rounded.  Tubercles and gland absent, although the larva feeds on terminal shoots usually infested with ants.  Length 10 mm.  Pupa.  Green, with two latero-dorsal rows of minute black spots.  Shape regular.  Length 7-8 mm.

Larval food:

Lecanium (Saissetia) farquharsoni Newst. (Homoptera: Coccidae) [Farquharson, 1921: 387 (Nigeria)].
Anthene (Triclema) lamias lamias (Hewitson, 1878)

Lycaenesthes lamias Hewitson, 1878 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 227 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Type locality: [Probably Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a)]: “West Africa”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
Anthene (Triclema) lamias katerae (d'Abrera, 1980)

Triclema lamias katerae d'Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region: 539 (593 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Uganda: “Katera”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kakamega Forest (Larsen, 1991). 

Anthene (Triclema) lucretilis (Hewitson, 1874)

Lycaenesthes lucretilis Hewitson, 1874.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1874: 349 (343-355).

Type locality: Gabon: “West Africa, Gaboon”.  Female described by Bethune-Baker, 1914: 503 (in Lamborn, 1914).

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Common name: Irrorated ciliate blue.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: A relatively scarce species that is occasionally found perched on green leaves, low down (Larsen, 2005a).  Males do not appear to mud-puddle (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Lamborn, 1914: 485.


The dark green larvae feed in pits they make in the soft cortex of stems of the foodplant and shelter inside the hollowed out stems containing nests of the host-ant.  They reach the inside of the stems through entrance holes in the cortex of the stem.  Coccidae were found inside the stems and were tended by the ants.  Pupation occurs within the hollowed out stem.  Butterflies emerge within the stem and crawl out through one of the holes in the stem.  Apparently the adults possess deciduous scales, some of which are left around the exit hole.  Pupal period 10 to 11 days.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant:

Crematogaster buchneri For. race winkleri For. (Formcidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 485 (Nigeria)].

Crematogaster buchneri For. race alligatrix For. (Formcidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 485 (Nigeria)].

Pheidole rotundata For. (Formcidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 485 (Nigeria); in captivity].

Anthene (Triclema) lucretilis lucretilis (Hewitson, 1874)

Lycaenesthes lucretilis Hewitson, 1874.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1874: 349 (343-355).

Type locality: Gabon: “West Africa, Gaboon”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
lucretia Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1894 in Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1892-7 (as ?).   Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 2: 111 (261 pp.). London.  Cameroon: “Victoria, Cameroons”.
Anthene (Triclema) lucretilis albipicta (Talbot, 1935)

Triclema lucretilis albipicta Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 127 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Upper Congo, Basankusu, Bongandanga”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east - Equateur, Uele), Uganda (west).
Anthene (Triclema) lutzi (Holland, 1920)

Triclema lutzi Holland, 1920.  Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History 43: 229 (109-369).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Medje”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Ituri, Equateur, Sankuru, Kabinda, Lualaba).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
ituriensis Joicey and Talbot, 1921 (as?).  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 98 (40-166).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Avakubi, Ituri River; Penghe, N. bank Ituri River”.
Anthene (Triclema) marshalli (Bethune-Baker, 1903)

Lycaenesthes marshalli Bethune-Baker, 1903.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 12: 332 (324-334).

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Burkina Faso, Nigeria.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (2005a) is “fairly sure” that marshalli (Bethune-Baker, 1903) is identical to A. phoenicis (Karsch, 1893) but does not formally synonymize it.
Anthene (Triclema) nigeriae (Aurivillius, 1905)

Lycaenesthes nigeriae Aurivillius, 1905.  Arkiv för Zoologi 2 (12): 16 (47 pp.).
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Anthene nigeriae.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 20mm.  Kalungwishi R., Kabweluma Falls, 3000' [Zambia].  9.7.75.  I. Bampton.  (Henning collection - H419).
Type locality: Nigeria: “Benue: Lokodja”.

Distribution: Gambia (Larsen, 1991), Sierra Leone, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Democratic Republic of Congo (Kabinda, Maniema, Lualaba), Sudan (south), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west), Malawi, Zambia (Copperbelt, eastwards), Zimbabwe (east).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Lokoja (TL).

Kenya – Cherangani Hills; Soy; Kitale (Larsen, 1991); Mt Elgon.

Zambia – Ndola; Mufulira; Mkushi; Mkushi River; Shiwa Ngandu; Mbala; Makutu Mountains (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Vumba Mountains (Barnes); Trelawney (Pringle, et al., 1994); Mount Darwin (Carcasson); Chinhoyi (Cox); Inyati River (Pinhey).

Common name: False hairtail; Nigerian cilaite blue.

Habitat: Forest margins.  In West Africa it is found in open areas in Guinea savanna and also in coastal scrub (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Usually males are encountered while mud-puddling (Pringle et al., 1994).  It also, at times, may be seen feeding at flowers (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: The midsummer months (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 227 [as Anthene nigeriae; Mt. Elgon, Kenya].


The larvae burrow into the thick fleshy stems of the terminal shoots of the food-plant.  They are always attended by ants, which in this species are essential to life; if the ants are removed, the gland and tubercles grow mould and the larva dies.  Egg.  Unknown.  Larva.  In the early stages the larva is a dirty brownish-white, changing later to green and brown, and when full grown to black with grey markings.  The segments are grey with well defined black divisions, the sides and anal segments mostly black.  In shape, broader than usual, with evenly rounded dorsum, flattened gradually towards the extremities.  The carapace is very well developed, completely covering the legs and venter, but the collar is small and unusual.  Here, as in the case of Chloroselas pseudozeretis, there is a hard, shiny, chitinous plate for protection against ants, and, as in that species, ants are constantly in attendance at both extremities, the gland of the collar being apparently under this anterior plate.  The anal segments are somewhat flattened and protected by a circular plate of similar hard chitin, and they carry both tubercles and gland.  The former are just below, on either side of the plate, in two small dark patches; they are short and dirty white, with a slight rosette.  They are exserted vertically, but not vibrated.  The gland, just above the plate, is shaped like a half-moon and is brown.  Length 13 mm.  Pupa.  Dark sepia-brown with slight striation of lighter colour on the dorsum and a dark abdominal dorsal line.  It is very evenly curved with little or no ridge on the thorax or ‘waist’ between the latter and the abdominal segments.  The head-case is narrower than usual and somewhat pointed, but not prominent.  Length 9 mm.

Larval food:

Acacia abyssinica Hochst. ex Benth. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 227].

Acacia hockii De Willd. (syn. stenocarpa Hochst.) (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 227].

Dichrostachys species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 223].

Associated ant:

Crematogaster (Sphaerocrema) bequaerti For. var. saga Sants. (Formicidae) [Jackson, 1937: 228 (Kenya)].

Note: Larsen (2005a) thinks that eastern populations of nigeriae (DRC, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe) may belong to a species distinct from A. nigeriae and may instead be referable to A. lydia (Hulstaert, 1924).  If this is so then the name lydia has to be removed from synonymy with nigeriae.

lydia Hulstaert, 1924 (as sp. of Triclema).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 184 (112-122, 173-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “K. 245 du Kindu”.
maesseni Stempffer, 1957 (as sp. of Anthene).  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 19: 223 (209-227).  Togo: “Kpandu, Togo anglais”.  Synonymized with A. nigeriae by Larsen, 2005a, syn. nov.
Anthene (Triclema) obscura (Druce, 1910)

Triclema obscura Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 375 (356-378).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja river, Cameroons, 2000 ft.”.

Distribution: Ghana (Volta Region), Nigeria (west and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Sankuru, Lualaba).


Misattributed to the Liberia fauna by Stempffer & Bennett (1957) and to the Ivory Coast fauna by Stempffer (1966) (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Obscure ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A rare species (Larsen, 2005a)

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Triclema) oculatus (Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1893)

Lycaenesthes oculatus Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1893 in Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1892-7.  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 2: 101 (261 pp.). London.

Type locality: Gabon: “Ogove, Gaboon”.

Distribution: Gabon, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, in Minziro Forest (relatively common); Munene Forest (rare) (Kielland, vide Congdon & Collins, 1998). 

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: The flight is rapid.  Specimens settle on the leaves of trees, especially along forest roads (Kielland, vide Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Anthene (Triclema) phoenicis (Karsch, 1893)

Triclema phoenicis Karsch, 1893.  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 38: 228 (1-266).

Type locality: Togo: “Bismarkburg”.

Distribution: Senegal (east), Sierra Leone, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south), Cameroon.


Records of A. phoenicis east of Cameroon probably refer to A. kamilila (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kyabobo (Larsen, 2005a).

Togo – Bismarkburg (TL).

Common name: Karsch’s ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Not a common butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Most often found singly, perched on leaves on the edges of forests.  Males are known to mud-puddle (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Triclema) rufoplagata (Bethune-Baker, 1910)

Triclema rufoplagata Bethune-Baker, 1910.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 72 (1-84).

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “a series from different places in the colony”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (east and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Kinshasa), Uganda.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Bereby (Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Orange-patch ciliate blue.

Habitat: Primary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Appears to be scarce west of the Dahomey Gap (Larsen, 2005a).  Males mud-puddle, together with the similar, more common, A. hades (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Anthene (Triclema) tisamenus (Holland, 1891)

Lycaenesthes tisamenus Holland, 1891.  Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass.6: 52 (50-53).

Type locality: Gabon: “upper waters of the Ogové River”.

Distribution: Gabon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Cupidesthes Aurivillius, 1895

Entomologisk Tidskrift 16: 215 (195-220, 255-268).
Type-species: Cupidesthes robusta Aurivillius, by monotypy.

A purely Afrotropical Genus containing 18 species.

Members of this genus are generally scarce butterflies, often caught as singletons and are difficult to identify with certainty.  Moreover it is also difficult to associate the males and females of a particular species (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).
Cupidesthes albida (Aurivillius, 1923)

Lycaenesthes albida Aurivillius, 1923 in Schultze and Aurivillius, 1923.  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1232 (1113-1242).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kimuenza”.  Known only from the holotype (female) (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kinshasa).


Misattributed to the West African fauna by D’Abrera, 1980 (Larsen, 2005a).

Habitat: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (2005a) states that albida is possibly a form of C. thyrsis (Hewitson, 1878).
Cupidesthes arescopa Bethune-Baker, 1910

Cupidesthes arescopa Bethune-Baker, 1910.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 9 (1-84).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje; Ja River”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia.


Records from Liberia and Ivory Coast (Clench, 1965; Stempffer & Bennett, 1953; Stempffer, 1966, 1969) are probably erroneous (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Green ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Males fly rapidly amongst low vegetation on the verges of forest roads.  Females fly more slowly but are found in the same places as the males.  Males have also been observed flying higher up in the trees (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages:

Congdon and Collins, 1998: 104.

Larsen, 2005a.  [ssp. orientalis; Kenya]


Collins noted that eggs were laid in large untidy clusters and then completely covered by anal hairs emanating from the female.  On hatching the larvae consumed these hairs, then began feeding on the tea leaves.

Larval food:

Thea sinensis (Theaceae) (tea) [Collins, pers. com., Larsen, 2005a; Kenya].
Cupidesthes arescopa arescopa Bethune-Baker, 1910

Cupidesthes arescopa Bethune-Baker, 1910.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 9 (1-84).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje; Ja River”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, ?Democratic Republic of Congo (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Abakaliki (Larsen, 2005a); Gashaka-Gumpti (Larsen, 2005a).

hilarion Hulstaert, 1924 (as sp. of Cupidesthes).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 180 (112-122, 173-194).  Cameroon: “Bitje, Kamerun”.
Cupidesthes arescopa orientalis (Stempffer, 1962)

Anthene (Cupidesthes) arescopa orientalis Stempffer, 1962.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 24: 1169 (1135-1181).
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Cupidesthes arescopa orientalis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Kele Hill, Minziru F., Bukoba R., Tanzania, 1250m.  21.4.1994.  T.C.E.C./MH.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Cupidesthes arescopa orientalis.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Minziro F., Bukoba dist., N.W. Tanzania.  6/1994.  IB/PN.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Uganda: “Mawakota, Kamengo”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Sankuru, Lualaba), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west), Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Buzenya Forest (single record); Munene Forest (single record) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).
Cupidesthes caerulea Jackson, 1966

Cupidesthes caerulea Jackson, 1966.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (13) 8: 531 (523-531).

Type locality: Congo: “Soanke, Sembe”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cupidesthes cuprifascia Joicey & Talbot, 1921

Cupidesthes cuprifascia Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 95 (40-166).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Bafwasende, Upper Congo”.

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Tshopo).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cupidesthes eliasi Congdon, Kielland & Collins, 1998

Cupidesthes eliasi Congdon, Kielland & Collins, 1998.  In: Congdon & Collins, 1998.  Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 104 (143 pp.). Abri and Lambillionea.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Bukoba, Minziru (sic), 19.viii.1991, J Kielland.”  In ABRI, Nairobi.

Diagnosis: Similar to A. leonina.  In comparison, in the male the upperside hindwing marginal markings are reduced; in the female the upperside ground-colour is paler and the pale areas of both wings are whiter and more extensive (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Bwamba (Jackson) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (quite common); Ititye, in Kigoma (Kielland); Mihumu, in Kigoma (Kielland) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Usually specimens are observed flying high up in the forest canopy (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cupidesthes jacksoni Stempffer, 1969

Cupidesthes jacksoni Stempffer, 1969.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental de l’Afrique Noire (A) 31: 947 (927-950).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Gagnoa, forêt de Bayota”.

Diagnosis: See A. salvatoris.

General remarks: This is generally a scarce species (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Bayota Forest, Gagnoa (TL); Banco near Abidjan (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a); Draw River (Larsen, 2005a); Bia (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Jackson’s ciliate blue.

Habitat: Wet forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A rare species (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes have been found on the flowers of Eupatorium (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cupidesthes leonina (Bethune-Baker, 1903)

Lycaenesthes leonina Bethune-Baker, 1903.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 12: 33? (324-334).

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Sankuru, Lualaba), Uganda, Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Leonine ciliate blue.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: A very scarce species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (2005a) doubts that this species (or C. pungusei) belongs in the genus Cupidesthes.  He suggests that a new genus will have to be erected for them, possibly as well as for some other, as yet, undescribed taxa.
Cupidesthes lithas (Druce, 1890)

Lycaenesthes lithas Druce, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 5: 24 (24-31).
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Left – Cupidesthes lithas male (holotype) upperside, Ghana.  Right – Cupidesthes voltae female (holotype) upperside.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.

Type locality: [Ghana]: “W. Africa, Addah”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Diagnosis: See A. salvatoris.

Distribution: Guinea (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a), Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri, Equateur, Kinshasa, Kasai, Lualaba), Uganda.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Addah (TL).

Common name: Volta ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: This is the commonest species of Cupidesthes in West Africa but is, nevertheless, not common (Larsen, 2005a).  Usually found in ones or twos but occasionally colonies of up to 20 may be encountered.  They seem to be fairly sedentary, usually perching on green leaves.  The flight is slow, and often inside vegetation (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
voltae Sharpe, 1890 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 105 (103-106).  Ghana:  “Volta River”.  Synonymized with A. lithas by Belcastro & Larsen, 2005 (in Larsen, 2005.  Butterflies of West Africa), syn. nov.
gabunica Aurivillius, 1899 in Aurivillius, 1898-9 (as var. of Lycaenesthes voltae).  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 349 (1-561).  Gabon: “Gabun”.
Cupidesthes mimetica (Druce, 1910)

Lycaenesthes mimetica Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 373 (356-378).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja river, Cameroons, 2000 ft”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Nigeria (west), Cameroon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Tai Forest (A. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a); Monogaga Forest (Warren-Gash  teste Larsen, 2005a); Tiassale (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Bia National Park (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a; single male).

Nigeria – near Lagos (J. Boorman teste Larsen, 2005a; single specimen).

Common name: Black-spotted ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A very rare species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: The taxon mimetica (Druce, 1910) is probably a species complex.  At present too few specimens are available in collections to allow it to be unravelled (Larsen, 2005a).
mimetica Bethune-Baker, 1910 (as sp. of Cupidesthes).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 43: 13 (1-84).  Cameroon: “Bitje; Ja River”.
Cupidesthes minor Joicey & Talbot, 1921

Cupidesthes minor Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 95 (40-166).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Avakubi, Ituri River”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cupidesthes paludicola (Holland, 1891)

Lycaena paludicola Holland, 1891.  Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass.6: 52 (50-53).

Type locality: Gabon: “upper waters of the Ogové River”.

Distribution: Gabon.


Misattributed to the Ivory Coast fauna by Stempffer, 1966 (Larsen, 2005a).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
brunneus Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1893 in Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1892-7 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 2: 106 (261 pp.). London.  No locality.
Cupidesthes paralithas Bethune-Baker, 1926

Cupidesthes paralithas Bethune-Baker, 1926.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 17: 399 (384-402).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Uwet, Adiarbo (S. Nigeria)”; Cameroon: “Bamenda”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east and Cross River loop), Cameroon.


Probably misattributed to the Ivory Coast fauna by Ackery et al., 1995 (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Uwet (TL); Onithsha (Larsen, 2005a); Adiarbo (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bamenda (TL).

Common name: Precise ciliate blue.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: An extremely rare species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cupidesthes pungusei Collins & Larsen, 2005

Cupidesthes pungusei Collins & Larsen, 2005.  In Larsen, 2005a.  Butterflies of West Africa: 550.
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Cupidesthes pungusei.  Female (holotype), Ghana.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photo ex Torben Larsen.

Type locality: Ghana: “Cape Coast, Kakum”.  Holotype (female) xii.1996 (S.C. Collins leg., coll. African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).  Paratype: One female, same data.

Diagnosis:  The male is not known.  The quadrate orange marking on the forewing upperside is diagnostic (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: ?Sierra Leone, Ghana, ?Cameroon (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kruwa Camp, Kakum N.P. (TL).

Common name: Punguse’s ciliate blue.

General remarks: Discovered by Collins and Larsen in 1996 in the Kruwa Camp area of Kakum National Park in Ghana.  Two females were captured but the male is unknown (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).  The species is named for Gerry Punguse, Director of the Ghana Wildlife Service, in recognition of his conservation effort in Ghana (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).

Habitat: Dense, wet forest (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This appears to be a very rare butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: See ‘note’ under C. leonina for relevant comments by Larsen, 2005a.
Cupidesthes robusta Aurivillius, 1895

Cupidesthes robusta Aurivillius, 1895.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 16: 215 (195-220, 255-268).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Kitta”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – near Umuhaia (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Kitta in the Korup area (TL).

Common name: Robust ciliate blue.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: A very rare species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: More than one species may be represented by this taxon (Larsen, 2005a).
Cupidesthes salvatoris Belcastro & Larsen, 2005

Cupidesthes salvatoris Belcastro & Larsen, 2005.  In Larsen, 2005a.  Butterflies of West Africa: 549.

[image: image95.jpg]


[image: image96.jpg]



Cupidesthes salvatoris.  Male (holotype), Sierra Leone (x3.4).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
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Cupidesthes salvatoris.  Female, Sierra Leone (x3).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photo ex Torben Larsen.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Freetown, Guma Valley Forest”.  Holotype (male) 31.i.1987 (C. Belcastro leg., in coll. African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).  Paratypes: One male, 3 females Sierra Leone, Freetown, Guma Valley, various dates 1987 (leg. et coll. C. Belcastro); 2 males, 3 females Sierra Leone, Freetown, Guma Valley (leg. et coll. African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Diagnosis: The upperside of the male of A. salvatoris is bright sky blue; the male of A. lithas has a violet tone and is larger; the male of A. jacksoni is deep ultramarine on the upperside, with more restricted blue markings (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).

General remarks: It is named for Salvatore Belcastro, one of Claudio Belcastro’s two sons (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Sierra Leone.

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Guma Valley Forest (TL); Moyamba (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Salvatore’s ciliate blue.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: This appears to be a very scarce species (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cupidesthes thyrsis (Kirby, 1878)

Lycaenesthes thyrsis Kirby, 1878 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 224 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”; Equatorial Guinea: “Fernando Po”.

Distribution: Equatorial Guinea (Island of Bioko), Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Ubangi, Uele, Tshopo, Equateur, Kinshasa, Sankuru, Lualaba).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
unicolor Aurivillius, 1923 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as female ab. of Lycaenesthes thyrsis).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 439 (614 pp.).  No locality.
Cupidesthes vidua Talbot, 1929

Cupidesthes vidua Talbot, 1929.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 3: 140 (139-142).
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Cupidesthes vidua.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Hillwood, Ikelenge, Zambia.  1.XI.79.  A. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Cupidesthes vidua.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Hillwood, Ikelenge, Zambia.  1.XI.79.  A. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Angola: “South-east Angola: Moxico District, 4,000 feet”.

Distribution: Angola, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Hillwood Farm, Ikelenge (Heath and Fisher) (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cupidesthes ysobelae Jackson, 1966

Cupidesthes ysobelae Jackson, 1966.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (13) 8: 530 (523-531).

Type locality: Uganda: “Sesse Isles, Bugalla”.

Distribution: Uganda, Tanzania (west - Mpanda area), ?Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
