Lepidochrysops intermedia (Bethune-Baker, [1923])

Neochrysops intermedia Bethune-Baker, [1923].  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1922: 310 (275-366).

Lepidochrysops intermedia (Bethune-Baker, [1923]).  Hedicke, 1923.
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Lepidochrysops intermedia intermedia.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Maiwale, 3000', Malawi.  30 Nov 84.  I. Bampton.  (Henning collection - H450).
Type locality: Mozambique: “Ruo Valley, 2000 feet; Foothills Mount Chiperone, 2500 feet”.  The type series (3 males and one female), captured by S.A. Neave, is in the Natural History Museum, London.

Original description:

“Male.  Upperside.  Both wings golden brown with a subdued lilac lustre and narrow brown borders; the spots of the underside show more or less through.  Fringes brown with paler extremities.  Primaries with a fair-sized spot closing the cell.  Secondaries with an indistinct marginal spot between veins 2 and 3.  Underside.  Both wings pale grey with blackish and brown markings encircled or edged with white.  Primaries with the spot closing the cell and the postmedian series blackish; of the latter the three upper spots form a series in which the middle spot is projected somewhat outwards, the fourth spot is shifted well inwards, the fifth also well inwards, the sixth is a double spot placed obliquely outwards; a series of six submarginal broad internervular brown dashes near the postmedian series; a marginal, somewhat similar series of five dashes ending at vein 3.  Secondaries with a basal black spot on the inner margin, followed by a series of three subbasal black spots, the lowest on vein 1; a black spot below the costal vein forming the first of the postmedian very irregular series of seven spots, all of which are brown except the first, second spot shifted outwards, third spot outwards and much elongated, fourth slightly inwards and more elongated, fifth very small indeed and shifted well inwards, sixth small and shifted well inwards, seventh spot well outwards and moderately large; byond this postmedian series is a row of subhastate white marks, a marginal row of brown spots, the fifth between veins 2 and 3 black, with blue metallic scales and having a bright orange iris, anal spot indistinct with blue metallic scales and orange internal edging, a fine tail from vein 2.  Female.  Upperside, both wings with a large area of bright violet blue lustre.  Secondaries with a double submarginal row of internervular whitish spots, and a largish deep black marginal spot between veins 2 and 3.  Underside like the male, only more accentuated.  Expanse.  Male 40-41; female 43 mm.”


Genitalia:  “Similar in general form to N. [L.] neavei, but smaller.  Harpagines with moderately broad subovate bases which rapidly taper to the extremities, the lower margins being deeply hollowed, whilst the upper margins somewhat beyond the base are nearly straight for about half the length, when they are suddenly depressed and recurved upwards, forming deeply hooked apices; there is a plentiful supply of long fine bristles on the lower margins of the base and on the upper margins, excepting the apices themselves; the furca is short; the anellus being pronounced and having an evenly curved front edge; aedoeagus of moderate length and broad; the tegumen is very highly excised from the front, with deep cheeks having straightish front margins; the falces are rather narrow, but as usual long and deeply curved; the front margins are fairly well supplied with longish bristles.” (Bethune-Baker, 1923).


Androconia:  “Broadly oval; proximal margin often asymmetrical, owing to attachment stalk not being central; distal margin evenly and moderately highly arched; nine rows of reticulations placed well apart both vertically and horizontally.  There is a moderate amount of variation of the shape of the androconia in this species; generally they are broadly oval, as I have described, being almost, but shortly, oblong; several are quite ovate, several are asymmetrical distally; one is very abnormal, being over double the usual length, elliptic in shape, long and narrow, nearly straight on one side, but well excurved on the other, with five rows of reticulations visible under the half of the scale, whilst over the remainder the rows are so closely appressed that it is not possible to count them accurately, but approximately there are six or seven.  The reticulations are all placed very closely together vertically.” (Bethune-Baker, 1923).

Distribution: Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique.

Habitat: Brachystegia woodland.  In Tanzania subspecies cottrelli is recorded at 1 000 to 1400 m (Kielland, 1990).

Flight period: November and December (types of nominate subspecies).  Only recorded in November in Tanzania (subspecies cottrelli) (Kielland, 1990); December (Heath, et al., 2002; (subspecies cottrelli)).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops intermedia intermedia (Bethune-Baker, [1923])
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Lepidochrysops intermedia intermedia.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Maiwale, 3000', Malawi.  30 Nov 84.  I. Bampton.  (Henning collection - H450).
Type locality: Mozambique: “Ruo Valley, 2000 feet; Foothills Mount Chiperone”.

Distribution: Malawi, Mozambique.

Specific localities:

Malawi – Namizimu Hill (Quickelberge, 1979); Maiwale, 3000 ft (Bampton).

Mozambique – Ruo Valley, 2000 feet, foothills Mount Chiperone (TL).
Lepidochrysops intermedia cottrelli Stempffer, 1954

Lepidochrysops intermedia cottrelli Stempffer, 1954.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 59: 110 (104-112).
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Lepidochrysops intermedia cottrelli.  Male B.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 34mm.  Makutu Mts, Zambia.  9.XII.78.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Lepidochrysops intermedia cottrelli.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  10 miles W. of Kafue Gorge, Luanshya, Zambia.  22.XII.76.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: [Zambia]: “Nyika plateau”.  Holotype (male) caught by C.B. Cottrell on 30 November, 1952.

Description:

[In French – get this translated!]

Distribution: Zambia/Malawi border (Nyika Plateau), Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – hill near Ntakatta, in Mpanda; Mugombazi River, in Kigoma; Lubalizi Valley, in Kigoma; Luegele Valley, in Mpanda (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Makutu Mountains; Nyika (TL) (Heath, et al., 2002).
Lepidochrysops inyangae (Pinhey, 1945)

Cupido (Lepidochrysops) inyangae Pinhey, 1945.  Proceedings and Transactions of the Rhodesia Scientific Association 40: 64 (61-70).

Lepidochrysops inyangae (Pinhey, 1945).  Dickson & Kroon, 1978.
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Lepidochrysops inyangae.  Male (paratype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Inyanga, Zimbabwe; 12 October, 1944; Mr and Mrs Cox (Transvaal Museum Collection).
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Lepidochrysops inyangae.  Female (paratype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Inyanga, Zimbabwe; 20 October, 1944; Mr and Mrs Cox (Transvaal Museum Collection).
Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Inyanga”.  Holotype (male) and allotype (female) in the Southern Rhodesian Government collection, Department of Agriculture, Salisbury (Pinhey, 1945).

General remarks: Many specimens were taken by Mr and Mrs Cox at the type locality on the 12th and 20th of October, 1944.  It was flying together with Lepidochrysops mashuna Trimen (Pinhey, 1945).

Original description:

“Head. – Frons with white and a few black hairs; white post-orbital collar; compound eyes hairy; palpi long, scaly, black dorsally, white ventrally; antenna slender, dark brown, on each segment with a white ring; antennal club elongate, excavate ventrally.  Thorax. – Black, coated dorsally with blue-grey hairs, the anterior hairs more light brown; ventral surface and legs clothed with white hairs.  Abdomen. – Slender, shorter than inner margin of hindwing; brown dorsally, white ventrally.  Male (holotype).  Antenna half the length of the forewing; antennal club black with reddish brown anterior surface; length of forewing 19.5 mm.  Fringes:  cilia brown proximally, whitish distally.  Hindwing without tail or hairtail.  Hindmargin of forewing almost straight, somewhat angled at the apex.  Upperside. – Violet (of a shade near livid violet No. 689 – c.f. Seguy’s Code Universel) with orange tint; narrow dark brown marginal lines; rather faint transverse discocellular spot on each wing; underside discal spots showing through very faintly; a black and orange submarginal ocellus in area 2 of the hindwing.  Vein endings tending to be brown.  Forewing – the brown border linear along the hindmargin and costa, not widening at apex.  The orange sheen not extending to the outer 2 mm.  Discocellular spot narrow, almost linear.  Base suffused with some blue-violet scales.  Hindwing – brown border almost linear along hindmargin, broadening around the apex to a width of 2 mm along the costa covering area 7.  Discocellular as on forewing, but fainter.  Base suffused with some blue-violet scales.  A submarginal ocellus in area 2 consisting of a small black distal portion and an orange proximal area.  A brown submarginal lunule in area 1c, fused with the marginal line.  Inner marginal fold whitish grey.  Underside. – Dove-grey, with grey discal and submarginal spots ringed with white; a jewelled submarginal spot in area 2, and traces of a similar spot on vein 1c.  Three small black basal and two black discal dots.  Forewing – linear grey marginal line.  Submarginal spots elongate and rather indistinct.  A row of narrow white post-discal lunules.  A row of seven more or less circular discal spots, nearly straight, those in areas 1b and 1c being fused.  A distinct transverse discocellular spot.  Hindwing – linear grey marginal line.  Submarginal spots well defined, that in area 2 being partly replaced by a black ocellus which is distally marked with peacock-blue scales and proximally bounded by an orange lunule.  In area 1c against vein 1c, a trace of a very small, similarly coloured ocellus and lunule.  A post-discal row of narrow white lunules.  A curved discal row of eight round spots, those in areas 7 and 1b being black and much smaller than the rest, which are grey; that in area 2 being more basally placed than the other grey spots.  A well-marked transverse discocellular spot.  In the basal region there are three small black dots, one in each of the areas 1a, discal cell and 7.  Variation in paratypes. – The size appears to be very variable in both sexes.  Length of forewing in male varies from 16 to 19.5 mm.  The orange sheen on the upperside is more developed in some specimens than in others (even in fresh specimens).  The ocellus on the hindwing is sometimes small and faint, more often distinct but not large in the male.  There is usually a faint trace of a brown submarginal lunule in 1c distinct from the marginal brown border.  On the underside the trace of a jewelled spot in area 1c of the hindwing may be absent altogether; in others it spreads across vein 1c as a trace in area 1b.  The black discal and basal dots, usually distinct, are almost obsolete in one example, while in another specimen there is no trace of these black dots.  The base of the wings on the underside is in some examples very sparsely sprinkled with black and pale-blue scales.”


“Male genitalia (of one paratype).  Valves long, hooked at posterior end, with ventral swelling near base of each valve and basal angle divided; uncus and pads well developed, divided, hairy; falces long; aedoeagus bifurcate from anellus, blunt at posterior end, bilobed at base; furca prominent and membrane to anellus hairy.”


“Androconia (of paratype):  large, blade elliptical, almost rectangular, longer than broad; stalk short and broad, less than half the length of the blade; about ten rows of reticulations, fairly regularly sculptured.”

“Female (allotype).  Length of forewing 20.5 mm.  Hindmargin of forewing more curved than in male.  Upperside. – Dark brown, shot with violet from base to within 2 mm of the hindmargin and costal margin.  A submarginal row of ocelli on both wings, with the coloured spot on area 2 of hindwing more distinct than in the male.  Blue scaling at base.  Discocellular spot of forewing broader than in the male (1 mm wide at centre).  A brown discal spot in area 4, and another in area 5 of hindwing.  On forewing, the submarginal spots are scarcely developed; on hindwing they consist of white-encircled triangular brown spots, replaced in area 2 by the orange and black ocellus.  Underside. – As in male holotype, with jewelled spot in area 2 of hindwing and a smaller spot in area 1c against vein 1c.  Variation in female paratypes. – Length of forewing 16-21 mm (average 19-20 mm).  The most marked variation in the female is in the development of the brown discal spots on the upperside.  In two specimens there is scarcely any trace of these spots; in others there are from one to four on the forewing and two to three on the hindwing; or two on hindwing but none on forewing.  In one specimen the discal spots are, on forewing, rust-brown.  The submarginal spot in area 2 of the hindwing (upperside) varies in distinctness.  The underside shows similar variations to the male paratypes.”

Distribution: Tanzania (west), Zimbabwe (Nyanga massif).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Hill near Ntakatta, 1 400 m (Kielland, 1990; single female); Kabakaranga, Mpanda District, 900 m (Kielland, 1990; single male).

Zimbabwe – Nyanga Downs (Mr and Mrs Cox; TL).

Common name: Nyanga blue.

Habitat: Grassland and Brachystegia woodland.

Habits: The flight of the males is rapid, low down, and they will sometimes ascend up into the trees in pursuit of one another (Pinhey, 1945).  Females fly more slowly amongst the grass (Pinhey, 1945). Both sexes visit flowers (Pinhey, 1945).

Flight period: October is the only month recorded for Zimbabwean populations (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Kielland (1990) captured his two Tanzanian specimens in November.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops irvingi (Swanepoel, 1948)

Cupido (Lepidochrysops) irvingi Swanepoel, 1948.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 10: 193 (193-195).

Lepidochrysops irvingi (Swanepoel, 1948).  Dickson & Kroon, 1978.
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Lepidochrysops irvingi.  Male (holotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Nelshoogte, Barberton district, Mpumalanga, South Africa; 3 November, 1946; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
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Lepidochrysops irvingi.  Female (allotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Nelshoogte, Barberton district, Mpumalanga, South Africa; 5 November, 1946; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
Type locality: South Africa: “Nelshoogte, Barberton dist., Transvaal”.  Holotype (male), 3 November 1946, D.A. Swanepoel; allotype (female), 5 November, 1946; both in the Swanepoel collection, housed in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

General remarks: Named for Henry Edward Irving, in recognition of his contributions to entomology in South Africa and for the instruction he gave the describer of the species when the latter was still in his teens (Swanepoel, 1948).

Original description:

“Male (holotype).  Head black.  Frontal tuft greyish brown edged with white.  Eyes brownish black edged with white.  Palpi white, third joint and extremity of second joint black, white at sides and below, with some black bristles on second joint.  Antennae black, shaft chequered with white, except above.  Club elongated, black above, reddish-brown below and at tip.  Thorax and abdomen black, clothed with greyish brown hairs above, whitish below.  Legs greyish white.  Tarsi light greyish brown.  Wings upperside:  Dark greyish brown with bronzy gloss which is tending to be stronger in some specimens, especially in the central area of the forewing.  Cilia uniformly light ochraceous, not chequered.  Forewing:  A distinct narrow dark disco-cellular mark, almost linear in some specimens.  Hindwing:  Hindmarginal black spot inwardly with pale orange lunule.  In some specimens a second lunule is present on inner side, but is very indistinct.  Very faint trace of silvery blue scaling along base of all wings, more pronounced on hindwings.  Underside:  Greyish fawn, lighter in forewing.  Forewing:  A narrow disco-cellular, almost black, mark edged with whitish.  Six discal spots of the same colour as disco-cellular mark and also edged with whitish on outer side.  Spots 3 and 5 inwardly oblique and elongated.  Spot 6 indistinctly double.  Submarginal row almost contiguous, whitish, bordered by whitish lunules on both sides, those on outer side being narrower.  Marginal spots broad and almost contiguous.  Hindwing:  Three very small sub-basal black spots, faintly ringed with whitish and placed in an almost straight line (quite straight in some paratypes), one spot being in sub-costal area, one in cell and one in anal area.  A similar black spot below costa, a little further from the base than the disco-cellular mark.  In some specimens the two lower spots are very indistinct.  Disco-cellular mark and discal spots lighter than in the forewing, the former edged with whitish on both sides as in the forewing, the latter only on outer side.  The discal spots are seven in number, the upper one is very near costa and in line with the third, the second one is shifted basad.  Spots three to six are regular and in a slight curve, spot 7 is slightly double and shifted outwards.  Marginal band contiguous, bordered by wide sagittate marks on inner side, and by narrow ones on outside.  Marginal spots indistinct, delimited by outer light edging of sub-marginal spots.  The black sub-marginal spot is small but distinct, with some silvery blue scales on outside and a small orange-yellow lunule on inner side; traces of a second and third lighter lunules between it and anal margin, and an almost linear small transverse black spot at anal margin above anal angle.  Female (allotype).  Similar to the male, but with the following differences.  Forewing:  upperside sparsely dusted with minute blue scales in lower half, particularly towards base.  Hindwing:  base of cell and of anal area more heavily dusted with larger blue scales than in forewing.  A sub-marginal row of diffused bluish white spots, which in some females are very indistinct, this also being the case in male paratypes.”

Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Mpumalanga – Nelshoogte (Swanepoel; TL); Graskop district (Swanepoel, 1953); Sabie district (Hull); Witbank Dam N.R. (P. Roos, pers. comm., 2006).

Common name: Irving’s blue.

Habitat: Grassland.

Habits: Males of this species do not hilltop (Swanepoel, 1948).  Flies relatively slowly but erratically, just above the tops of the grass.  Specimens settle often and frequently feed from the flowers of the larval food-plant (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: October and November (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Becium sp. (Lamiaceae) [Swanepoel, 1948: 195].

Becium obovatum (E. Mey. ex Benth.) N.E. Br. (Lamiaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 246; as B. grandiflorum].

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops jacksoni van Someren, 1957

Lepidochrysops jacksoni van Someren, 1957.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 20: 67 (58-78).
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Lepidochrysops jacksoni.  Male (paratype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Tororo, Uganda; March, 1952; T.H.E. Jackson (Transvaal Museum Collection).
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Lepidochrysops jacksoni.  Female (paratype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Tororo, Uganda; March, 1952; T.H.E. Jackson (Transvaal Museum Collection).
Type locality: Uganda: “Tororo Hills”.  Holotype male and allotype female both taken at the type locality in March, 1952 by T.H.E. Jackson, and housed in the Natural History Museum, London.

Original description:

“This species is not unlike L. pterou and L. budama in general appearance, but less violet-tinged than the latter and less lavender-mauve than the former, and is more thinly scaled than budama.

Male:  Upperside:  distinguished by the conspicuous dark border to f.w. and slight dusky border to h.w., with the veins of both wings dark scaled and showing up against the background.  Mark at end of cell in f.w. narrow and almost crescentic; dark subanal spot in h.w. distinct and sometimes surrounded by yellow scales.  Underside:  ground colour somewhat as in budama but f.w. disc not so whitish and more tinged with grey-brown, the lightest area being the interspace between the postmedian row of dark spots and the submarginal row.  The postmedian row is more curved from 6-4, while the submarginal row composed of large angular marks together with the angular marks on admargin combine in giving the impression of a strongly ornamented border to the wing.  The h.w. ground colour is slightly more sandy-brown; the dark sub-basal spots are small and placed as in budama; the postmedian spots are more irregular in shape, but less dark, whilst the submarginal and marginal marks are more angular on the whole.


Female:  Upperside:  the most conspicuous feature is the large size of the spot at end of cell in f.w. which is almost heart-shaped.  The costa and outer marginal border are broadly brownish, the latter broken by interneural paler spots separated by dark veins.  The mauve-blue scaling is concentrated to the base and hind margin of the wing, the outer portion being more whitish and rayed by veins and crossed by ill-defined dark marks of the underside pattern.  The hind wing is very similar to budama, but the white marks are more angular and distinct; the subanal ‘eye’ mark is large, conspicuously black and with a broad orange border internally.  Underside:  as in the male, but ground colour, especially in h.w., rather browner; the brown and white marks are more angular and the subanal black mark larger and with more orange internally.  Size larger than pterou or budama in both sexes; average f.w. length 17 mm in males and 19 mm in females.”

Distribution: Uganda (South-west - Tororo, to north - West Madi).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Tororo Hills, Budama district (TL); Mount Otze, West Nile district (Van Someren, 1957); Metu, West Madi, West Nile district (Van Someren, 1957).
Habitat: Identical to that of pterou pterou and budama (Van Someren, 1957).
Habits: In the Tororo Hills (the type locality) jacksoni is relatively common, being slightly outnumbered by pterou pterou.  In contrast budama is much scarcer than these two species (Van Someren, 1957). 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops jamesi Swanepoel, 1971

Lepidochrysops jamesi Swanepoel, 1971.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 83: 97 (97-99).
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Lepidochrysops jamesi jamesi.  Male (holotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Roggeveldberg, Northern Cape Province, South Africa; 6 October, 1970; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
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Lepidochrysops jamesi jamesi.  Female (allotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Roggeveldberg, Northern Cape Province, South Africa; 11 October, 1970; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
Type locality: South Africa: “Roggeveldberge (Sutherland district Cape Province)”.  Holotype (male) in the Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum.

Diagnosis: Similar to L. mcgregori but is larger; forewing more elongate; underside markings less linear and whitish scaling more intense (Swanepoel, 1971).  L. jamesi is also darker and has a pronounced spot near the tornus of the hindwing (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Original description:

“Male holotype: Exp. 35 mm.  Head: frons dark grey; palpi below and at side white, black above, third joint fairly long; antennae black, shaft finely chequered with white, club very elongate and whitish below.  Thorax: black above clothed with brownish hairs, below with whitish hairs and scales.  Legs whitish.  Abdomen: whitish below, brownish above and at sides with whitish rings showing abdominal segments.  Upperside: both wings dark brown with a coppery sheen.  Beses black.  Cilia: greyish-white and clearly chequered with dark brown.  Forewing: discocellular mark very narrow and indistinct.  Apex rather pointed.  Outer margin convex.  Inner margin about three fourths the length of the costa.  Hindwing: same colour as forewing, discocellular mark absent, tornal spot round, black with orange ring which is broader on the inner side and a faint greyish mark in the centre of the tornal spot.  The spot next to the tornal spot very indistinct with similar ones hardly visible along the distal margin towards the apex where faint greyish markings occur.  Inner margin broad clothed with brownish hairs and scales.  Underside: Forewing, ground colour dark brownish grey.  Discocellular mark slightly lunulate, black and edged with white.  Six discal spots, darker than the ground colour and ringed with white, in cellules from 2 to 7.  Those in 3 and 4 placed inwardly, that in 2 placed outwardly and rather indistinct in holotype but better developed in other specimens.  Marginal spots heart shaped, black and surrounded with whitish.  Cilia broadly chequered with white.  Hindwing: no tail, ground-colour much as in forewing, but with scattered white scaling in places, within the basal half of the wing.  Five black spots ringed with white, two along costa, one in cell and a very small one just below it in adjacent area and one along inner margin.  Discocellular mark black edged with white and slightly lunulate, and longer than that of forewing.  A row of six discal spots, black and ringed with whitish.  That in area 3 shifted inwards, that in area 4 shifted slightly outwards, that in area 5 shifted more outwards, larger than the others and slightly oval, that in area 6 shifted outwards and that in area 7 shifted inwards.  A row of distinct sagittate marks whose points touch the discal spots slightly.  Those in areas 5 and 6 are smaller and placed more outwards.  That in area 7 very blunt.  Tornal spot round, black with yellow orange lunule outwardly, the centre with bluish grey scaling.  Marginal spots blurred with whitish.  Cilia as in forewing.  Female allotype: Exp. 35 mm.  Upperside: colour same as in male but coppery sheen brighter and inclining to be more yellow.  Internervular dark markings along distal margins.  Tornal spot black with rather broad yellowish brown ring.  A faint yellowish mark near tornal spot.  Forewings broader than those of male.  Underside: about the same as in male except that some of the discal spots are smaller and the whitish scaling in the basal half of the hindwings is more intense.”

General remarks: Named for Arthur James, secretary of the Clovelly Country Club, Kalk Bay, Cape Town, who showed much interest in Swanepoel’s activities.  Discovered by D.A. Swanepoel on 6th October, 1970 on the summit of one of the Roggeveld Mountains some 35 miles (56 km) north of Sutherland and some miles south of Middelpos, Northern Cape Province.

Distribution: South Africa.

Common name: James’s blue.

Habitat: Rocky ground at high elevations, with tall bushes (Pringle et al., 1994).

Habits: Flies fairly rapidly, sometimes slowly, in circles or zig zags, among tall bushes or over low shrubs.  Colonies appear to be very restricted.  Various flowers are visited for nectar. (Swanepoel, 1971).  Settles fairly frequently, for short periods of time (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: September and October (nominate subspecies).  End of September to mid-November – peaks in mid October (subspecies claassensi) (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops jamesi jamesi Swanepoel, 1971

Lepidochrysops jamesi Swanepoel, 1971.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 83: 97 (97-99).
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Lepidochrysops jamesi jamesi.  Male (holotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Roggeveldberg, Northern Cape Province, South Africa; 6 October, 1970; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
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Lepidochrysops jamesi jamesi.  Female (allotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Roggeveldberg, Northern Cape Province, South Africa; 11 October, 1970; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
Type locality: South Africa: “Roggeveldberge (Sutherland district Cape Province)”.

Distribution: South Africa (Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Northern Cape Province – 56 km north of Sutherland (Swanepoel; TL); near Sutherland (Waters and Selb); Koedoesberge, to the west of the Roggeveld escarpment (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Lepidochrysops jamesi claassensi Dickson, 1982

Lepidochrysops jamesi claassensi Dickson, 1982 in Dickson, 1981-2.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 94: 32 (93: 219-221; 94: 32-35, 41-44).

Type locality: South Africa: “Western Cape Province: Hantam’s Berg, Calvinia”.  Holotype (male), 9.X.1978, C.W. Wykeham; Natural History Museum, London (Reg. No. Rh. 18697).  Allotype (female), data as for holotype; Natural History Museum, London (Reg. No. Rh. 18698).

Diagnosis: Smaller than the nominate subspecies, with a golden or brassy sheen on the upperside of the male (a coppery sheen in the nominate subspecies), and a darker greyish brown underside, with less well developed white markings (Dickson, 1982).

General remarks: Discovered by Charles Wykeham on a small peak of the Hantamsberg (altitude 5 447 feet), just north of Calvinia in the Northern Cape Province, on the 14th of October, 1976. Named for Andre J.M. Claassens, in recognition of his work on the life histories of several species of Lepidochrysops (Dickson, 1982).

Original description:

“Male.  Upperside.  General colour golden-brown, the wing-surface having a decided sheen in certain lights.  Basally, narrowly blackish.  There is an indistinct discocellular marking in forewing, darker than its background.  Some submarginal marking more or less discernible in hindwing, with usually a definite dark spot in area 2; and this marking as a whole sometimes faintly encircled by lightish scaling (very dull orange in the case of the spot mentioned), which may be more apparent outwardly.  (In one paratype all such marking is virtually absent, apart from a small indistinct spot in area 2; and is very faint in the female allotype).  A fine blackish marginal line present, wider in hindwing.  Cilia white, with spaces of dark brown at ends of veins, which vary in their length, especially in hindwing, and may partly or largely obscure the white spaces, while the latter themselves may, in places, be terminally dark, or may have an intermediate dark line.  Underside.  Ground-colour of all wings rather greyish-brown (but very considerably overlaid with white scaling and other white marking, in hindwing); and there is a little white scaling, discally, in the forewing.  Forewing. … the marking of the dark and light type of the Lepidochrysops methymna (L.) group is reduced in size and distinctness.  Discocellular, rather lunular mark, with its white edging, relatively small in itself.  Postdiscal series evenly curved from areas 2 to 6, the first (or lowest) component of the series in 1b decidedly more outwardly placed than the marking above it in 2.  This series more than half-way between discocellular mark and the submarginal series, which is outwardly edged by blunt, not very well defined, white chevrons and inwardly by partly concave white scaling.  Very narrow, pointedly-elongate (or principally so) dark marking beyond the last-named series edged inwardly with white scaling which continues, between this marking, to the white portions of the cilia itself.  Cilia basically as on upperside, but with short incisions of the white portions entering the dark spaces, next to the wing-margin, and some dark edging outwardly.  Hindwing.  Much suffusion of white scaling present in inner half of the wing between the basic marking of the general methymna type in this wing.  The wing-surface is, however, virtually devoid of such suffusion below the costa and above vein 8.  A very small blackish, outwardly white-edged marking present basally.  The usual (for the methymna group) three sub-basal blackish spots occur in area 1a, the cell and area 7, the first small and the second elongated; while there is a relatively large black spot in area 1b and another in 7, and with the discocellular blackish marking of somewhat lunulate form.  The six transverse discal spots, in areas 1b to 6 blackish to dark brown, and varying in size and shape; that in 2 well basad of the others, the smallest in 3 and the one in 4 markedly elongated in the holotype itself, while that in 6 is considerably mored basad than the adjoining one.  The dark brown submarginal marking from areas 2 to 7 bounded inwardly by largely well-formed, white sagittate markings, with the apices of some of them touching or nearly touching the outer white edging of some of the discal spotting.  In area 1c the component representing part of the submarginal series is reduced in size and is not of a clearcut shape, though ‘doubled’.  There is a greater space between the submarginal series and the wing-margin, than in the forewing, with white-surrounded spaces occurring here (the white, pronounced outwardly); and a black spot in area 2 with a thin, approximate crescent or semi-circle of light metallic-bluish scaling, with the break in the semi-circle occurring inwardly; but in some areas there is only ‘haphazard’ scaling here.  Some similar scaling occurs on a minute black spot in area 1c.  The elongated dark markings in contact with the wing-margin are at least partly joined by very fine dark lines.  Cilia with the white spaces less pronounced than in forewing, owing to more encroachment of the dark portions.  Though at first sight appearing to be largely dark-edged, close examination reveals an at least partial fine white edging to the cilia, with a dark line removed a little from the extreme edge – this applying in part also to the cilia of the forewing.  Length of forewing: 15.0 – 16.75 mm (the former measurement, in holotype).  Female.  The forewing is less acute apically than in the male.  Upperside.  Similar to male; but the female allotype, anyway, is lighter and more golden in colouring than the male holotype.  The allotype also shows only the barest trace of a dark spot in area 2 (without any bluish scaling), and which is not much more apparent than the indications of other submarginal spots in this wing.  Underside.  Like that of male.  In the allotype, in all wings, the main spotting is smaller than in the male holotype (the two lowest spots in forewing, vestigeal), but this feature is variable, individually.  Length of forewing: 15.25 – 17.75 mm (the former measurment in holotype [allotype]).


In both sexes the thorax is black above, with brown to fawn-coloured hair and, beneath, bearing greyish hair.  Abdomen above blackish to rather dark golden-brown, which tone continues down the sides to the mainly whitish to light grey ventral area, and with the segmental divisions laterally white or whitish.  Legs mainly greyish-white, with a silvery metallic sheen; the tarsi finely ringed with black, except in the case of the forelegs of the male.  Head black or blackish frontally and with dark hair above.  Eyes black, almost encircled with shining white scales.  Palpi blackish, with greyish-white spinous scaling on sides and beneath.  Antennae black, ringed with white, with the white accentuated along lower portion of shaft; the club with a white or whitish streak outwardly, which curves round the upper outer portion just before the tip, and the club deep rufous-coloured on its under-side.”

Distribution: South Africa (Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Northern Cape Province – Hantamsberg (Wykeham; TL).
Lepidochrysops jansei van Someren, 1957

Lepidochrysops jansei van Someren, 1957.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 20: 75 (58-78).
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Lepidochrysops jansei.  Male (paratype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Mbagathi Ridge, 6 500 feet, Kenya; November, 1951; van Someren (Transvaal Museum Collection).
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Lepidochrysops jansei.  Female (paratype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Ngong Hills, 6 000 feet, Kenya; April, 1951; T.H.E. Jackson (Transvaal Museum Collection).
Type locality: Kenya: “Mbagathi Ridge, eastern Ngong Hills”.  Holotype male captured November, 1951 and allotype female April, 1951, both by V.G.L. van Someren.  Types in the Natural History Museum, London.

General remarks: Medium-sized and not remarkable above but the markings on the underside are very bold (Van Someren, 1957).

Original description:

“Size:  f.w. length, male 18 mm, female 20 mm, but may average smaller in a longer series.


Male:  Upperside:  dark mauvey-grey with slight violet reflection or sheen in slanting light, somewhat as in neonegus, but much darker and easliy distinguishable by the underside.  F.w. marginal border not well defined, but indicated by a slight darkening and carrying a series of ill-defined lunate marks.  In some slightly worn examples the underside pattern can be traced above.  H.w. bluish area limited toward the costa and seldom extending beyond 5, but distally lightened by paler sagittate streaks; marginal border ll-defined, with subdued ocelli except that in 1c which, although with a small black centre, is broadly orange proximally and mauve edged distally, and the spots on either side are yellow scaled giving the anal area rather more colour than usual.  Underside:  ground colour greyish; spot at end of f.w.cell large, reniform or cordate; postmedian spots large and although some variation in shape is noted in a series, these spots are, as a rule, more elaborate, than in any other East African species.  There is often a minute dot at costa, followed by a longer spot which in some specimens is conjoined to the spot at end of cell; the first long spot is set slightly out so that the first three (discounting the costal spot), are angled; spots in 4-5 are more rounded and set slightly in whilst the 6th, usually doubled, one above the other, is set vertically.  The interspace between the postmedian and submarginal series is broadly whitish, the submarginal row is heavy, and only slightly kinked at 5-6; the marginal row is made up of linear marks; extreme edge dark, fringe greyish.  H.w. sub-basal black spots rounded and usually 5, but there may be an extra dot below the cell spot; mark at end of cell reniform; postmedian spots large, irregularly ovoid, the upper spot separate, the next four in a line with the 6th set at an angle and vertical.  Distal to this there is a wide band of whitish arrow marks with points touching or inset into the encircling white of the postmedian series; the submarginal spots rather heavy and angular; marginal series more rounded, the spot in 1c metallic scaled outwardly and bordered orange inwardly; some yellow visible on anal angle.  Very short tail at end of vein 2, not always visible, but indicated by a dark line in the fringe.


Female:  Upperside:  considerably browner than in the male with most of the mauve-blue limited to the bases of the wings.  F.w. with a series of dark submarginal streaks, and in addition a discal series of elongate dark marks in both fore and hind wings, giving the disc a spotted appearance.  In the h.w. the marginal series of ocelli, though not stronly marked, has the spot in 1b enlarged by an extension of the inner yellow border and there are yellow scales on the two adjoining areas.  Underside:  ground colour darker grey-brown than in the male, but the pattern is similar though bolder, especially the row of postmedian spots and the intervening whitish bands stand out very contrastingly.  In this respect jansei has a bolder underside pattern compared with any other East African species.”

Distribution: Kenya (south-central), Tanzania (north).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Ngong Hills (on the eastern slopes, down the foothills towards the Mbagathi River) (TL; Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Kingarana Forest Reserve, Loliondo (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Common name: Janse’s blue.

Habitat: Found in areas with short grass and lamiates, often on shallow soils on a rock substratum (Van Someren, 1957).  In very localized colonies in grassy savanna.  Often in recently burnt areas (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Habits: Females remain in the vicinity of stands of lamiates, while males patrol restlessly from one patch to another, often flying, low down, against the wind (Van Someren, 1957).

Flight period: Only found after the onset of the rains (Van Someren, 1957).  Recorded in November and April.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Lamiaceae [Van Someren, 1957: 76; oviposition on flowers].

Associated ant: Nothing published.

Note:  The Tanzanian populations may not be conspecific with those from the type locality in Kenya (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Lepidochrysops jefferyi (Swierstra, 1909)

Lycaena jefferyi Swierstra, 1909.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 1: 176 (175-178).

Neochrysops jefferyi (Swierstra, 1909).  Bethune-Baker, 1923.
Lepidochrysops jefferyi (Swierstra, 1909).  Hedicke, 1923.
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Lepidochrysops jefferyi.  Male (holotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Ulundi, Barberton district, Mpumalanga, South Africa; 21 October, 1906; G.W. Jeffrey (Transvaal Museum Collection).
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Lepidochrysops jefferyi male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Sheba Mine, Barberton District, Mpumalanga, South Africa.  Images courtesy of Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
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Lepidochrysops jefferyi.  Female (allotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Noordkaap, Barberton district, Mpumalanga, South Africa; November, 1908; G.W. Jeffrey (Transvaal Museum Collection).
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Lepidochrysops jefferyi female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Sheba Mine, Barberton District, Mpumalanga, South Africa.  Images courtesy of Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
Type locality: South Africa: “Ulundi, near Barberton”.  Holotype (male) and allotype (female) in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.  The female was described on p. 298 of the publication cited for the description of the male.  Allotype caught at Noordkaap [Barberton district], November, 1908.

General remarks: Discovered at Ulundi, near Barberton, by G.W. Jeffery, on the 21st October, 1906 and named for its discoverer.

Diagnosis:  In the original publication Swierstra states that the nearest relative of L. jefferyi is L. skotios Druce from the DRC and Zambia, and gives the comparative distinguishing features.

Original description:

“Head brownish, eyes in pure white rings.  Palpi white underneath, blackish above and at tips.  Thorax black, covered above with greyish brown and bluish hairs, underneath with greyish white.  Abdomen brown above, greyish white beneath.  Legs white.  Wings:  Upperside olive brown, with a strong violaceous gloss, with dark brown marginal edgings.  Forewing:  With an indistinct narrow streak closing cell.  Violaceous covers entire wing.  Hindwing:  With a hindmarginal black spot between veins 2 and 3.  Cellular mark linear indistinct.  Violaceous covers greater part of wing, leaving an apical patch and an innermarginal border of ground colour.  Cilia:  Brownish at base, whitish outwardly.  No tail.  Underside:  Grey with the ordinary marking slightly darker than ground colour, whitish edged.  Forewing:  Spot closing cell broader than on upperside, post-median series of chainlike spots as in skotios, Druce, with their white edging less distinct.  Two sub-marginal rows of very indistinct whitish sagittiform lunules and a linear brownish hindmarginal edging.  Hindwing:  Five black, whitish ringed spots before middle, two of which are situated along inner margin, one in cell and the other two along anal margin.  Large lunular marking closing cell as in forewing.  A postmedian row of six chainlike spots, slightly darker than ground colour, edged with whitish.  First spot before second; second, third and fourth forming an inwardly oblique row; fifth below fourth and sixth in a straight line underneath the fifth.  Two sub-marginal indistinct rows of whitish sagittiform lunules of which the outer row together with a very indistinct marginal row of similar lunules, forms imperfect rings.  Black hindmarginal spots exteriorly bounded by greenish metallic scaling, interiorly by a thin indistinct orange line.  Besides this spot there is a trace of a similar smaller spot at anal angle covered with some greenish metallic scaling.  Cilia greyish at base, whitish outwardly.”  “Length of forewing: 19 mm.”  Female.  “Head:  Palpi, thorax, abdomen, and legs as in male.  Wings:  Upperside brownish grey, with a dark violaceous blue disc, leaving fairly broad borders of ground colour.  Forewing:  The streak closing cell more distinct, broader; a small postmedian spot of ground colour between veins 1 and 2.  Hindwing:  The hind marginal black spot better developed, bordered on the inside by an orange-yellow spot.  Cellular mark represented by a small spot of ground colour.  Violaceous blue crossed by a postmedian row of five spots, of which the first is indistinct, and placed between veins 1 and 2.  Underside:  Of a lighter greyish colour than male, with the markings whiter edged.  Black hind marginal spot the same as in the male.  Cilia as in male, but outwardly not as white.”

Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga – Barberton District).

Specific localities:

Mpumalanga – Ulundi Mine, near Barberton (Jeffery; TL); Noordkaap, near Barberton (Jeffery); Sheba Mine, near Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Fairview Mine, near Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Jeffery’s blue.

Habitat: Grassland and grassy savanna.

Habits: Males have a fast, erratic flight and are known to show hilltopping behaviour.  Females are rarely seen and may be found anywhere on the lower slopes of the hills (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: October and November (Pringle et al., 1994).

Conservation status: Classified as vulnerable in the South African Red Data List.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Becium sp. (Lamiaceae) [Swanepoel, 1948: 195].

Becium obovatum (E. Mey. ex Benth.) N.E. Br. (Lamiaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 248; as B. grandiflorum].

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops kennethi Kielland, 1986

Lepidochrysops kennethi Kielland, 1986.  Lambillionea 86: 144 (137-154).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Iringa, Image Mt., 2000 m”, 31-XII-1983, J. Kielland.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

General notes: Named for Kenneth Kalumile, a collecter who assisted Kielland for several months (Kielland, 1986).

Diagnosis: Underside similar to that of L. cupreus but upperside of male grey-brown without coppery sheen.  The female is a little paler blue than the female of cupreus.  No tail on the hindwing (Kielland, 1990).  The male genitalia differ significantly from those of cupreus, particularly in the much narrower valve (Kielland, 1986).

Original description:

“Extrenal characters.  Antenna black, white-ringed; palpi long, porrect third joint bent down, second joint black dorsally, white ventrally with white and black bristles, the thin third joint black; frons white and grey-black centrally; legs white.  Male.  Upperside wings dark grey all over with a narrow, black marginal line on both wings; a curved black spot at end of cell in both wings, that of hindwing narrower; hindwing with a small, black spot in internervular space 2; cilia greyish-white, sprinkled with black (in cupreus the cilia are black with paler tips); anal spot in cupreus is lacking in kennethi.  Underside wings greyish-white and pale orange-tinted along veins, with pale orange internervular spots along outer margin, only slightly darker than ground colour.  Forewing with a subtriangular black spot at end of cell, a curved row of black postmedian spots, in space 1b two spots, in some conjoined, in other specimens separate, one spot in 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, spot in 2 largest, spots in 1b placed much distad of spot in 2, forming a kink.  Hindwing with three black basal spots, one in 1a, one in cell and one in 7; a curved black spot at the end of cell, more of less the shape as that of forewing, but a lttle narrower; a strongly curved row of discal spots in 1a, 1b, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7, spot in 1a is closer to basal spot than to spot in 1b, or almostmidway (in cupreus it is closer to the spot in 1b), spot in 1b is placed strongly distad of spot in 2; a black, round submarginal spot in 2, bordered with iridescent green scales, particularly distad (in most specimens there is also a tiny black dot in 1b with some green scales; in holotype there is only an indication of a dot); there are no taile [tails].  Length of forewing 14.8 to 21 mm; antenna-wing ratio 0.43.  Female.  Upperside wings, ground colour pale blue, but greyish-blue in distal half, and stronger blue towards base; underside spots clearly seen on upperside.  Forewing with a large, distally rounded, proximally straight spot at end of cell; margins of wings lined black; cilia as in male.  Underside black spots arranged as in male, but larger, andin allotype, there is also a basal spot in 1b (one male paratype has also a spot in 1b); the pale orange scales along costa, veins and margins stronger than in male.  Length of forewing 20.5 mm.  Male genitalia.  Uncus composed of two small lobes, distally pilose and similar to that of cupreus; tegumen formed as a band, slightly wider than in cupreus; subunci long, tapering and curved, with a hook distally; vinculum long and rather slender with a short, rounded saccus (in cupreus the saccus is hardly discernable); valva curved, wide basally and gradually tapering towards apex; aedeagus subcylindrical, anterior part slightly dilated and divided as normal in the genus, basal part smooth, not knobby in middle as in cupreus.”
Distribution: Tanzania (Iringa district).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mount Image, Iringa (Kielland, 1990).  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: Montane grassland, with stunted deciduous trees; 1 800 to 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).

Flight period: Late December to early January (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops ketsi Cottrell, 1965

Lepidochrysops ketsi Cottrell, 1965.  Memoirs of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa (9): 50 (110 pp.).
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Lepidochrysops ketsi ketsi.  Male (holotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Grahamstown, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; 14 November, 1954; C. B. Cottrell (Transvaal Museum Collection).
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Lepidochrysops ketsi ketsi.  Female (allotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Grahamstown, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; November, 1953; C. B. Cottrell (Transvaal Museum Collection).
Type locality: South Africa: “Grahamstown (C.P.)”.  Holotype (male) in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Diagnosis: Very similar to L. variabilis but the ground-colour of the upperside is more greyish and the white markings on the underside are comparatively suppressed (Pringle et al., 1994).

Original description:

“

Distribution: South Africa.

Common name: Ketsi blue.  The species was named for Desmond Kets who collected some of the specimens which led to the recognition of this species (Cottrell, 1965: 58).

Habitat: Scrub or bushveld types of vegetation (for an in depth discussion see Cottrell, 1965: 56).  Subspecies leucomacula flies on grassy slopes above a wooded stream, about 1 km from the sea (Pringle et al., 1994).

Habits: The flight of the males is slower than that of L. variabilis but is more sustained.  Males do not hilltop, both sexes appearing to fly at random in restricted areas on the slopes of hills or on flat ground.  The flight of females is slower than the males.  Both sexes settle quite often on flowers or shrubs (Cottrell, 1965: 57).

Flight period: October to March (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Cottrell, 1965: 57 [as Lepidochrysops ketsi; Grahamstown and Uitenhage, both Eastern Cape; ssp. ketsi].


“Egg.  0.6 mm in diameter by 0.3 mm in height, very similar to variabilis but with slightly less spherical protuberances.  Incubation period about five days.  1st Instar.  Total length at eclosion about 0.9 mm increasing to 1.7 or 1.8 mm, head width 0.19 mm, otherwise very similar to variabilis but with a distinct difference in the relative lengths of the two abdominal D2 setae (fig. 29).  The first instar was completed in three days in the larvae under observation.  The mode of feeding is identical with that of variabilis.  2nd Instar.  Total length 1.9 mm, growing to 2.4 mm; head width 0.27 mm, differs from variabilis as follows:  prothoracic plate very weakly sclerotized but distinctly visible as a light greyish-brown area, suranal plate absent; body light yellowish with distinct median dorsal and paired subdorsal and subspiracular orange-yellow stripes, chalazae of secondary hairs all with prominent tooth-like projections (fig. 30e).  The second instar lasts only four days at 26°C.  3rd Instar.  Total length after moult 0.24 mm [2.4 mm], head brown, 0.44 mm in width, cranial chaetotaxy as in variabilis but F1 sometimes present on one side; prothoracic plate indistinctly present, suranal plate absent; body pale yellowish with conspicuous orange-yellow median dorsal, subdorsal and subspiracular stripes, densely covered all over dorsum with delicate, long, unbranched setae on elongate, weakly sclrotized chalazae (fig. 30f); immediately around dorsal organ secondary setae flattened and club-like with strongly sclerotized chalazae bearing numerous tooth-like protuberances (fig. 30g); secondary setae intermediated in form between the general body setae and those surrounding the dorsal organ occur in the vicinity of the dorsal organ and to a limited extent on segment 9 (fig. 30h); no dorsal setae distinguishable but several prominent lateral setae (about six on each side of segment 4) differentiated by their length and normal shape; subventral setae numerous and similar to lateral ones, lenticles more numerous than in variabilis and more widely scattered over the segments, especially towards the anterior margin:  prolegs with an average of six crochets on each side of the median fleshy pad; dorsal organ prominent and glistening, bordered anteriorly as well as posteriorly with a single row of prominent black lenticles.  After the 2nd moult the larva will no longer feed on Selago flowers and soon wanders off the food plant.  It has not been possible to trace the life history further.”

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 37 [as Lepidochrysops ketsi; Coega, near Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape; ssp. ketsi].

“Egg:  0.6 mm diam. x 0.3 mm high.  Laid singly on or near flowers.  Pale dull green, with white ribs, arranged in two reverse sets, 16 in each, emanating from the slightly sunken micropyle in involute curves and continuing diagonally down the sides where they are crossed by horizontal ribs.  Moles cap the intersections on the sides.  Eggs hatch after 5 days.  Discarded shells are not eaten.  Larva:  1st instar 0.9 mm, growing to 2 mm in 5 days; 2nd instar growing to 3 mm in 4 days.  The honey-gland is present in the 2nd and subsequent instars, but there are no tubercles.  The larva was not reared beyond the earlier part of the 3rd instar; and from this point onwards it would doubtless behave in the same manner as the larvae of related species.  Recorded from eggs from Coega, near Port Elizabeth.”

Larval food:

Selago corymbosa L. (Scrophulariaceae) [Cottrell, 1965: 57; Grahamstown, Eastern Cape Province; ssp. ketsi].

Salvia species (Lamiaceae) [Pennington, according to Cottrell, 1965: 57; Golden Gate, Free State Province; ssp. ketsi].

Selago geniculata (L. f.) Rolfe (Scrophulariaceae) [Pringle, in Pringle et al., 1994: 242; ssp. ketsi; as sp. of Walafrida].

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops ketsi ketsi Cottrell, 1965

Lepidochrysops ketsi Cottrell, 1965.  Memoirs of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa (9): 50 (110 pp.).
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Lepidochrysops ketsi ketsi.  Male (holotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Grahamstown, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; 14 November, 1954; C. B. Cottrell (Transvaal Museum Collection).
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Lepidochrysops ketsi ketsi.  Female (allotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Grahamstown, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; November, 1953; C. B. Cottrell (Transvaal Museum Collection).
Type locality: South Africa: “Grahamstown (C.P.)”.

Distribution:

South Africa (Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Mpumalanga – Wakkerstroom (Cottrell, 1965); Amersfoort (Cottrell, 1965); Argent (Cottrell, 1965: 56).

North West Province – Boons (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Gauteng – Klipriver (Cottrell, 1965); Johannesburg (Cottrell, 1965); Withock, Springs (Cottrell, 1965); Roodepoort (Pringle, et al., 1994); Vereeninging (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Free State Province – Bloemfontein (Cottrell, 1965); Ladybrand (Cottrell, 1965); Golden Gate Highlands National Park (Cottrell, 1965); Zastron (Pringle, et al., 1994); Dewetsdorp (Pringle, et al., 1994); Heilbron (Pringle, et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Swartkop, above Pietermaritzburg (Millar).

Eastern Cape Province – Port Elizabeth (Cottrell, 1965); Uitenhage (Cottrell, 1965); Coega (Cottrell, 1965); Grahamstown (Cottrell, 1965; TL); Dordrecht (Cottrell, 1965); Camdeboo Mountains (Pringles); Bathurst (Pringle, et al., 1994); Bedford (Pringle, et al., 1994); Jamestown (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Western Cape Province – Knoflok’s Kraal, 32 km west of Caledon (Cottrell, 1965); Brak River (Cottrell, 1965); Aries Kraal, about eight km south of Elgin (Pringle, et al., 1994); Riviersonderend Mountains (Wykeham); Rooiberg, near Calitzdorp (Pringles).

Lepidochrysops ketsi leucomacula Henning & Henning, 1994

Lepidochrysops ketsi leucomacula Henning & Henning, 1994.  In: Pringle, Henning, and Ball [eds].   Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 242 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa.
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Lepidochrysops ketsi leucomacula.  Male (holotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Margate, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa; 24 November, 1983; G.A. Henning (Transvaal Museum Collection).
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Lepidochrysops ketsi leucomacula.  Female (allotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Margate, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa; 28 November, 1983; G.A. Henning (Transvaal Museum Collection).
Type locality: South Africa: “Margate, Natal, 24 Nov. 1983, G.A. Henning.”  Holotype and allotype in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Diagnosis: Differs from the nominate subspecies in that the white cilia are not as distinctly brown at the ends of the veins.  In addition, the white markings on the underside are brighter and more extensive (Pringle et al., 1994).

Original description:

“Male.  The upperside is similar to nominate ketsi although the white cilia are not as distinctly brown at the ends of the veins.  The underside is much more boldly marked than nominate ketsi; the white markings in particular are brighter and more extensive.  The genitalia have the valves narrower and more slender than those of L. ketsi.  Female.  The upperside differs from nominate ketsi in having a variable but distinct amount of white in the discal area of the hindwing and the cilia with only slight darkening at the ends of the veins.  The underside differs from nominate ketsi in being more blodly marked with white.  Male holotype.  Forewing length: 16,5 mm; antenna-wing ratio 0,52.  Wings.  Upperside:  The ground-colour is medium greyish brown.  Forewing:  An indistinct dark brown line closes the cell, otherwise it is unmarked.  Hindwing:  The submarginal area has a faint white lunule and a somewhat indistinct dark brown spot.  Underside:  The ground-colour is a pale greyish brown.  Forewing:  The submarginal area displays white-ringed pale brown spots in CuA1-R5 and white spots in CuA2; the postdiscal area has roughly chevron-shaped brownish marks curved parallel to the outer margin and proximally edged with conspicuous chevron-shaped white marks; the discal area has seven rounded, brown, white-ringed spots, except for that in M2 which is more elongated; the discal spots curve roughly parallel to the outer margin; a broad discocellular brown bar ringed with white closes the cell.  Hindwing:  The submarginal area has six white-ringed spots.  They are all brown except one in CuA1 which is black with metallic-blue scaling distally and orange proximally; the postdiscal area has a broad irregular white band; the discal area has eight large and well-developed spots – those in M1 and M2 are elongated and fuse with the discocellular bar; the discal spots are brown except in Sc+R1 and 2A where they are black and ringed with white; the subbasal area has a row of three rounded black spots ringed with white in 3A, M3 and Sc+R1.  Cilia: Above and below they are white and very narrowly chequered with light brown at the vein ends.”  “Male paratypes.  Forewing lengths: 13,0-17,0 mm; antenna-wing ratios 0,49-0,53.  Wings.  Upperside and underside basically similar to holotype.  Female allotype.  Forewing length: 17 mm; antenna-wing ratio 0,46.  Wings.  Upperside.  The ground-colour is a greyish brown.  Forewing:  The cell is closed with a broad dark brown bar; the submarginal area has faint, dark submarginal spots.  Hindwing:  The discal area has faint whitish scaling from M1 to CuA2; the submarginal area has six faint dark brown spots – that in CuA1 is faintly ringed with white.  Underside:  Similar to that of holotype.  Female paratypes.  Forewing lengths 14,5-16,5 mm; antenna-wing ratios 0,46-0,51.  The upperside and underside the same as in the allotype.  The white on the hindwing upperside is always present.”

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal – south, Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Margate (TL); Port Edward (L.E. Schoeman).

Eastern Cape Province – Port St Johns (W. Steele).
Lepidochrysops kilimanjarensis (Strand, 1909)

Cupido kilimanjarensis Strand, 1909.  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 3: 129 (128-130).

Neochrysops kilimanjarensis (Strand, 1909).  Bethune-Baker, 1923.
Lepidochrysops kilimanjarensis (Strand, 1909).  Hedicke, 1923.
Type locality: Tanzania: “Rau-Fl., Kilimandscharo”.

Original description:

“

Distribution: Tanzania (Mount Kilimanjaro).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mount Kilimanjaro (Kielland, 1990).  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: ?

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops koaena (Strand, 1911)

Cupido koaena Strand, 1911.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 55: 145 (145-164).

Neochrysops koaena (Strand, 1911).  Bethune-Baker, 1923.
Lepidochrysops koaena (Strand, 1911).  Hedicke, 1923.
Type locality: Tanzania: “Neuwied-Ukerewe”.  Type in the Zoological Museum, Berlin??

Original description:

[Have photocopy – in German – get it translated].

Distribution: Tanzania (north).  Known only from the type locality.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Ukerewe Island, in Lake Victoria (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.

Note: Carcasson (1981) and Larsen (1991) doubt that this taxon is a valid species.
Lepidochrysops kocak Seven, 1997

Lepidochrysops kocak Seven, 1997.  Centre for Entomological Studies Miscellaneous Papers 48: 1 (1-2).

Lycaena gigantea Trimen, 1898.  Transactions of the Entomological Society, London, 1898: 4.

Catochrysops hypoleucus Butler, 1898.  Proc. Zool. Soc., London 1898: 907.

Cupido giganteus (Trimen, 1898).  Aurivillius, 1898.  Rhopalocera Aethiopica: 1898: 377.

Catachrysops giganteus (Trimen, 1898).  Neave, 1910.  Proc. Zool. Soc., London, 1910: 58.

Neochrysops gigantea (Trimen, 1898).  Bethune-Baker, 1923.  Trans. Ent. Soc., London, iii-iv 1923: 299.

Lepidochrysops gigantea (Trimen, 1898).  Hedicke, 1923.
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Lepidochrysops kocak.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 51mm.  Vumba, S. Rhodesia.  29.11.1944.  B.D. Barnes.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3959).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Mazoe Valley; Gadzima, Umfuli Valley, Mashunaland”; “Lake Nyanza”.

Diagnosis: Distinguished from the equally large L. stormsi on the forewing underside, where the postdiscal black spot in area 4 is elongated towards the distal margin of the wing (Kielland, 1990).

Original description:

“Exp. al. male 2 in. 1 lin.; female 2 in. 2,5 lin.  Male.  Rather dull pale lilacine-blue, with a pinkish tinge; the conspicuous spotting of the underside showing faintly through the wings; a rather strongly-marked black hindmarginal edging streak; cilia blackish, faintly tipped with whitish and mixed with whitish at posterior angle of forewing, and between 2nd median nervule and anal angle of hindwing.  Forewing: an almost linear terminal disco-cellular black striola, which looks diffused on both sides owing to the large broad corresponding marking on the underside showing through.  Hindwing: between 1st and 2nd median nervules a hindmarginal small blackish spot, scaled with bluish-white, and bounded internally by a very faint stain of orange; a similar but much smaller and fainter hindmarginal spot immediately above submedian nervure; at extremity of 1st median nervule a short rather thick black tail.  Underside. – Dull-white, with conspicuous black spots; costal border of both forewing and hindwing, and neuration generally, oche-yellowish, and a tinge of the same tint over hindwing generally.  Forewing: terminal disco-cellular spot much the largest on the entire underside, very broad, reniform; discal series irregular, consisting of 8 spots – of which the 1st (on costa), the 7th, and the 8th (geminate, below 1st median nervule), are much smaller than the rest, and in a line with the round 2nd and 5th spots – the round 3rd and the much larger and obliquely-elongated 4th are beyond the rest, - and the ovate 6th (between 1st and 2nd median nervules) is before the rest; a well-marked submarginal black streak, interrupted regularly on each nervule, from costa to sub-median nervure; hindmargin edged with a sharply-defined thin black line.  Hindwing: a sub-basal series of three round spots – of which the largest is between costal and subcostal nervures, a smaller one in discoidal cell, and the smallest on inner margin; terminal disco-cellular marking elongate, curved, but little more than a third of the width of the corresponding marking in forewing; eight spots in irregular discal series decreasing in size from costa to inner margin, - the 1st, 6th, and 8th before, and the 3rd and 4th beyond, the remaining three; submarginal black streak situated as in forewing, but lunulate, and with much wider interruptions on nervules, - its 6th lunule faint orange-yellow, instead of black; hindmarginal black spot just beyond this orange-yellow lunule and smaller black spot at anal angle, thickly scaled with bluish-silvery; a few black scales between the two spots; hindmarginal black edging linear.  Female.  Pale-greyish, inclining to whitish on discs; both wings, except along costal and hindmarginal borders, shot with pale-blue, - the former strongly, the latter slightly.  Forewing: terminal disco-cellular marking very large and broad, as on underside, but not so sharply defined; a submarginal ill-defined dusky stripe, succeeded by some very indistinct, sublunulate whitish marks.  Hindwing: a submarginal ill-defined lunulate dusky stripe, immediately succeeded by a series of tolerably distinct whitish lunules, of which the three lower ones at their extremities unite with a white streak immediately preceding the black hindmarginal edging streak; blue-scaled black spot between 1st and 2nd median nervules considerably larger than in male, and the preceding orange lunule better defined. Underside as in male.”


Genitalia:  “With the harpagines long and narrow, somewhat concave on the lower margin, with the upper margin excurved beyond the middle, having irregular tubercles from which arise fairly strong spines; the apex is suddenly excavated into the shape of a strong, fairly large, sickle-shaped termination, having a few minute teeth at the basal section; the spines are not numerous, and are mostly gathered to the excurved portion.  The cingulum is narrow for its whole length, but expands somewhat as it nears the tegumen, smallish, excavated almost throughout its dorsal edge, leaving only a narrow collar at its rear to connect its two cheeks; the falces are of moderate width, curved, very long, with a small sharp hook at the extremities; the cheeks are plentifully supplied with fine hairs or spines; aedoeagus of moderate length, rather shorter than long, and rather wide; vesica simple, without teeth or shagreening.”  (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 300).


Androconia:  “Of only moderate size, oblong, with an occasional oval one here and there, very finely reticulated or shagreened, with twelve to fouteen (rarely fourteen) rows of reticulations.”  (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 300).

General remarks: Discovered by G.A.K. Marshall in the Mazoe Valley (16 October, 1894) and at Gadzima in the Umfuli Valley (18 December, 1895), both in Zimbabwe (Trimen, 1898).

Distribution: ?Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kigoma and Mpanda Districts; Madibira, near Mufindi; Image Mountain; Nguru Mountains (Kielland, 1990).

Malawi – Namizimu Hill (Quickelberge, 1979).

Zambia – Mwengwe; Luanshya; Petauke (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique - near the Buzi River, below Mount Selinda (Wells and Pennington).

Zimbabwe – Mazowe Valley (Marshall: TL); Gadzema (Marshall); Harare district (Pringle, et al., 1994); Witchwood Valley, below the Vumba Mountains (Barnes); lower Burma Road, south of the Vumba (Cooksons).

Common name: Giant blue.

Habitat: Brachystegia woodland, in hilly terrain (Kielland, 1990).  In Tanzania it is found at altitudes of 950 to 1 600 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Males fly over the slopes of hills, often following the same course repeatedly.  Sometimes they circle the summits of hills.  Frequently settles on the ground, in the shade of trees.  Females are often seen feeding from flowers (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: November to March for Tanzania (Kielland, 1990).  October to January for southern Africa (Pringle, et al., 1994); November and December in Zambia (Heath, et al., 2002).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
gigantea Trimen, 1898 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1898: 4 (1-16).  Zimbabwe: “Mazoe Valley; Gadzima, Umfuli Valley, Mashunaland”; “Lake Nyanza”.  [Invalid; Nec Groum-Grshimailo, 1885 - see Seven, S. 1997 (Centre for Entomological Studies Miscellaneous Papers 48:1).]
Lepidochrysops labeensis Larsen & Warren-Gash, 2000

Lepidochrysops labeensis Larsen & Warren-Gash, 2000.  Lambillionea 100 (2) (Tome I): 214 (211-214).
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Lepidochrysops labeensis.  Male (holotype) uppeside.  Image courtesy of Torben Larsen.
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Lepidochrysops labeensis.   Female.  Left – uppeside; right – underside.  Images courtesy of Torben Larsen.

Type locality: Guinea: “Fouta Djalon, Labé, June 1999.”  Holotype in ABRI, Nairobi.

Diagnosis: Male upperside deep sliky greyish brown, tinged with purplish.  End-cell spot on forewing absent.  Hindwing tornal spot crowned with dirty white.  Female upperside milky blue (Larsen, 2005a). 

Original description:

“Forewing 19 mm.  The male ground-colour is a rather deep silky greyish-brown, almost as if slightly tinged with purple (near to forming an intermediate between the brown and the blue species).  There is no end-cell spot on the forewing.  There is a single tornal spot on the hindwing, slightly crowned with dirty white.  L. victoriae is larger, with a deep silky brown ground-colour, and with the tornal spot well crowned by orange.  L.. parsimon (= nigeriae) is a dull brown with no sheen at all and with a diffuse end-cell spot on the forewing.  The female is milky blue, but decidedly darker than other untailed species from West Africa.  The forewing costa is narrowly brown, only just penetrating the cell.  There is a strong end-cell lunule.  The three mm broad margin is almost bisected by narrow light streaks.  The veins are dark.  The hindwing costa is brown till just below the upper cell vein.  The abdominal fold is brown.  The rest of the cell and the bases of spaces 2, 3, 4 and 5 are blue followed by whitish sagittate streaks that are unusually long.  The broad dark margin has well defined submarginal lunules.  There is a single tornal spot, lightly crowned with orange.  The underside is tan, typical of the genus, but the hindwing discal row of spots in both sexes is tinged with grey so that these spots appear darker than the rest; this character sets the species apart from the other three, and confirms that they are the two sexes of one species.  The female underside is lighter than that of the male.  In both sexes the hindwing discal line of spots are closer to the cell than in most Lepidochrysops, leaving an exceptionally wide area between the discal and the submarginal markings, also noticeable on the female upperside.”

General remarks: Named after the Labé area in Guinea’s Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2000).  The type material was procured by a local collector working for Warren-Gash (Larsen, 2000).

Distribution: Guinea.  Known from three males and a female, all from the type locality.

Common name: Labe giant cupid.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: Nothing published.

Flight period: The four type specimens were all captured in June (Larsen, 2000).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops labwor van Someren, 1957

Lepidochrysops labwor van Someren, 1957.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 20: 68 (58-78).
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Lepidochrysops labwor.  Male (paratype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Karamoja, Aremo, Uganda; June, 1950(?); T.H.E. Jackson (Transvaal Museum Collection).
Type locality: Uganda: “Karamoja, Aremo”.  Holotype male ex Karamoja, Aremo, June 1954 (T.H.E. Jackson); allotype female ex Karamoja, Mount Labwor, July 1949 (V.G.L. van Someren).  Holotype and allotype in Natural History Museum, London.

General remarks: A large species that somewhat resembles neonegus borealis but the upperside colour is darker and there is no tail.  The possibility that labwor may be a synonym of negus is ruled out by the great difference in the females (the type of negus is a female) (Van Someren, 1957).
Original description:

“Male:  ground colour dark greyish violet-mauve with a concentration of strong bluish scaling at bases of fore and hind wings.  Dark mark at end of f.w. cell not strongly indicated; margins of wings only slightly darkened toward outer border but extreme edge narrowly dark and fringe greyish, white tipped; veins not conspicuously dark scaled distally; very slight indication of underside pattern at outer border of wings, but subanal spot distally black with large orange border internally.  Underside:  light greyish with a slight sandy tinge; all spots dark and heavily bordered with whitish; elongate mark at end of cell; postmedian row of spots as follows: those in 6-3 set in a slight curve, that in 2 set well in, that in 1b often double, set further out and vertical and at an angle to one above.  The interspace has elongate sagittate whitish dashes, then follows the submarginal zigzag dark line and the admarginal separated by zigzag white line from hind angle to apex; extreme edge dark, fringe greyish.  H.w. ground colour as f.w.; four conspicuous black dots at sub-base with one at mid-costa; angled dark mark at end of cell; postmedian row of dark spots irregular in shape but somewhat elongate and set in a curve, that in 1b reniform and set at right angles to one above; interspace with elongate sagittate whitish streaks; submarginal dark zigzag line distinct; admarginal angular dark marks strongly outlined in whitish; black spot in 1c often metallic distally, broadly orange internally, a second dark spot in 1b often metallic and orange.


Female:  Upperside:  of the same general colour as the male, but duller, with less blue scaling on disc and base of wings.  The f.w. costal and outer margin broadly brownish, the latter with a series of paler submarginal spots.  H.w. with an indication of submarginal lines and rounded admarginal spots with some whitish edging; subanal spot black with orange on inner edge.  Underside:  as in the male but ground colour slightly darker brownish and all marks bolder arranged in same pattern.

Size f.w. length male 20 mm, female 21-22 mm.”

Distribution: Uganda (Karamoja - Labwor Range).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Aremo (TL); Mount Labwor (Van Someren, 1957).
Habitat: Areas with short grass and lamiates, amongst rock slabs and boulders (Van Someren, 1957).

Habits: The flight of the males is swift and in a more or less straight line, with occasional short rests (Van Someren, 1957).  The species is sympatric with L. neonegus borealis, the latter being much more common.  While borealis may be found in the lower-lying savanna country, labwor only occurs at higher elevations (Van Someren, 1957).
Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops lerothodi (Trimen, 1904)

Lycaena lerothodi Trimen, 1904.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1904: 242 (231-246).

Neochrysops lerothodi (Trimen, 1904).  Bethune-Baker, 1923.
Lepidochrysops lerothodi (Trimen, 1904).  Hedicke, 1923.
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Lepidochrysops lerothodi.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Thaba Putsoa, Lesotho; 13 January, 1964; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
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Lepidochrysops lerothodi.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Mokhotlong, Lesotho; 24 January, 1949; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
Type locality: Lesotho: “Mount Machacha, in the Maluti range, 9,000, 9,500, and 10,000 feet, 29-31 January, 1902, R. Crawshay”.  Type in the Natural History Museum, London (Bethune-Baker, 1923).

Original description:

“Exp. al. male 15-15,5 lin.; female 15,5-16,5 lin.  Male.  Very dark brown, but with a decided bronzy gloss; without marking, except (in fore-wing) a very faint transverse terminal disco-cellular fuscous line; cilia grey generally, but white at and for a little below apex in both wings.  Under-side. – Yellowish-brown; common to both wings – a terminal disco-cellular sub-reniform dark-brownish whitish-ringed spot; an irregular discal series of rather small dark whitish-ringed spots; a subterminal series of dark spots inwardly bounded by white marks (which are strongly lunulate in hind-wing); a waved interrupted white line (indistinct in fore-wing) parallel and close to hind-margin; and cilia basally white but terminally brown throughout.  Fore-wing: basi-inner-marginal area paler and greyer than general surface; discal series of spots curved inwardly from 3rd to 1st median nervules, but the lowest (6th) spot situated nearer to hind-margin than the 5th.  Hind-wing: all markings stronger and better defined than in fore-wing; a sub-basal transverse row of three very distinct round black white-ringed spots; two quite similar spots stand respectively first and last of the discal series (quite as in L. methymna), but the other (6) spots of the series are brown and form a curve similar to that shown in fore-wing (without any tendency to become confluent as in Methymna).  Female.  Like the male, but with the brown of the upper-side not so dark, and the terminal disco-cellular mark in the fore-wing less indistinct.”


Genitalia:  “Harpagines slightly oval at the base, of nearly even width from beyond the oval base, moderately long, curved with the apex suddenly excised into a short sickle-shaped termination, bristles are evenly distributed up to the origin of sickle; anellus evenly but slightly rounded on its front line; aedoeagus shortish and decidedly broad; cingulum of moderately broad dimensions; tegumen a narrow collar with projecting cheeks, which are furnished with fine bristles; falces large and strong and deeply curved.” (Bethune-Baker, 1923).


Androconia:  “This is one of the few species without any of these scales.”  (Bethune-Baker, 1923).

General remarks:  Described from three pairs in the British Museum (Natural History Museum, London), taken by Mr R. Crawshay in Basutoland (Lesotho) in 1901-1902 on Mount Machacha in the Maluti Range (Trimen, 1904).

Distribution: South Africa (Free State Province, Eastern Cape Province), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

Free State Province - Golden Gate Highlands National Park, at 2 400 metres (Pennington).

Eastern Cape Province - Barkly East district (Oosthuizen); Lundeans Nek (Swanepoel and Vari, 1983).

Lesotho – Mount Machacha, at 2 700 to 3 000 metres (Crawshay; TL); 12 km from Butha Buthe, at 2 400 metres (Pennington); between Langalibalele Pass and Mokhotlong (Pennington); Black Mountains, 16 km west of Sani Pass (Pringles); summit of the Blue Mountain Pass (Pringle, et al., 1994); Moteng Pass.

Common name: Lesotho blue.

Habitat: Afromontane grassland.  Seems to prefer slopes facing the sun (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Flies fast and erratically.  Specimens have been recorded feeding on the yellow flowers of particular bushes.  Males congregate near the bases of small rock faces well below the peaks (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: January and February.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Selago galpinii Schltr. (Scrophulariaceae) [Swanepoel and Vari, 1983: 327; Lundeans Nek, Eastern Cape Province].

Selago flanaganii Rolfe (Scrophulariaceae) [Edge, cited by Pringle, et al., 1994: 245].

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops letsea (Trimen, 1870)

Lycaena letsea Trimen, 1870.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1870: 362 (341-390).

Lycaena letsea Trimen, 1870.  Trimen & Bowker, 1887, South African butterflies, ii: 40.

Cupido letsea (Trimen, 1870).  Aurivillius, 1898, Rhop. Aethiop.: 380.

Neochrysops letsea (Trimen, 1870).  Bethune-Baker, 1923.

Lepidochrysops letsea (Trimen, 1870).  Hedicke, 1923.
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Lepidochrysops letsea.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Ladybrand, Free State Province, South Africa; 27 January, 1971; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
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Lepidochrysops letsea.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Ladybrand, Free State Province, South Africa; 28 January, 1972; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
Type locality: South Africa: “near Rouxville and the Orange River; Eland’s Bay; Klip Spruit”.  Types in the Joicey Collection (Bethune-Baker, 1923).

Diagnosis: Characterized by the bright yellowish orange lunule above the black spot in area 2 of the upperside of the hindwing (Pringle et al., 1994).

Original description:

“Exp. 1 in. 3,5-7,5 lin.  Male.  Shining brownish-gray; cilia slightly paler, not variegated.  Fore-wing: a terminal disco-cellular streak, sometimes faintly visible.  Hind-wing: on hind-margin, on each side of the first median nervule, a very faint yellowish lunule, of which the superior is large, and marked externally with a black dot.  (The tendency is for these markings to be very faint and indistinct, and in two examples they are blurred and scarecly traceable).  Underside: Gray: ordinary markings small and neatly defined, resembling those of L. Messapus, Godt.  Forewing: lower portion of transverse row of white-ringed black spots beyond middle almost always wanting, the usual number of spots present being four (in one example there are but three, while in another there are five, with the faint trace of a sixth on one side only).  Hind-wing: a faint pale blueish suffusion over basal portion; yellow lunules more deeply coloured and much better marked than on upperside, the black dot of the superior one more or less dusted with silvery-blue.  Female.  Similar, slightly darker; cilia whiter than in male.  Fore-wing: disco-cellular lunule plainer than in male, but still indistinct.  Hind-wing: yellow lunules broader and brighter, the black dot strongly marked; in one (the largest) example there is a double row of indistinct whitish acute lunular marks along hind-margin, becoming obsolete towards costa, but in the other two, the outer portion only of the row is indicated by the very faintest whitish scaling.  Underside.  All the markings better defined, and with wider white edgings than in the male.  Fore-wing: discal spots composed of six spots in the largest example; of six on one side and five on the other, in the smallest; and of five in the third.

In both sexes, when there are more than four spots in the discal row of the fore-wings, the fifth spot is smaller, and (as well as the sixth, when present) placed slightly before the line of the others.  The row is but very slightly curved, commencing at a little distance from the costa, immediately above the first discoidal nervule.”


Genitalia:  “Harpagines oval, tapering into a moderately long arm-like process, concave on its lower margin, straightish on its upper margin, excised near the tip into a short sickle-like apex; anellus with the front edge erect and waived; aedoeagus of moderate size and width; cingulum bent deeply forward, of moderate width; tegumen a narrow ridge at the rear with smallish cheeks, lobe-shaped and drooping downwards with fine bristles; falces long but otherwise of moderate dimensions.” (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 313).


Androconia:  “Somewhat variable in size, of a long oblong shape, evenly curved distally, tapering to the footstalk proximally, with nine or ten rows of reticulations, whose sculpturing is placed far apart vertically.” (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 313).
General remarks: Discovered by Colonel J.H. Bowker.

Distribution: Zimbabwe (west), South Africa (Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, Eastern Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Hope Fountain (Bethune-Baker, 1923); Masite (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Mpumalanga – Standerton (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Potchefstroom (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Rosslyn, north of Pretoria (Pringle, et al., 1994); Vereeniging (Swanepoel, 1953); Johannesburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953).

Free State Province – Rouxville (Swanepoel, 1953); Elandsberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladybrand (Swanepoel, 1953); Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Bethlehem (Swanepoel, 1953); Frankfort (Swanepoel, 1953); Winburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Ficksburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Queenstown; Steynsburg; Oranjekrag (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Northern Cape Province – Kimberley (Swanepoel, 1953).

Lesotho – Maseru (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Free State blue.

Habitat: Grassy areas in savanna and grassland.

Habits: Flies erratically, close to the ground, frequently visiting flowers (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: October to January (Pringle, et al., 1994).  In the Rosslyn (Gauteng) population specimens are usually not on the wing continuously for the flight period.  Following good rains the larval food plant grows rapidly and flowers; in the few weeks during the flowering period the butterfly often abounds.  Females lay their eggs on the flower bases and specimens may be scarce or absent once the plant has ceased flowering (Williams, pers. obs.).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Hemizygia pretoriae (Guerke) Ashby (Lamiaceae) [Edge, in Pringle et al., 1994: 246].

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops leucon (Mabille, 1879)

Lycaena leucon Mabille, 1879.  Petites Nouvelles Entomologiques 2: 289 (289).

Lycanea leucon, Mabille, 1879 (January).  Pet Nouv. Ent. 2 (211): 289.

Castalius azureus, Butler, 1879 (September).  Ann. and Mag. N.H., iv: 230.

Lycaena leucon (Mabille, 1879).  Mabille, 1887.  Hist. Mad. Lep. i: 226; Plate 29, figs. 5 to 6a.

Cupido leucon (Mabille, 1879).  Aurivillius, 1898.  Rhop. Aethiop.: 377.

Neochrysops leucon (Mabille, 1879).  Bethune-Baker, 1923.  Trans. Ent. Soc. Lond., iii-iv: 289.

Lepidochrysops leucon (Mabille, 1879).  Hedicke, 1923.
Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascar”.  Types in Mabille’s collection (Bethune-Baker, 1923).


The holotype is a female ex collection Grose-Smith and is housed in the Natural History Museum, London.  The male described and figured by Mabille in 1887 as that of leucon is a male of azureus Butler (Talbot, 1937: 66).  Bethune-Baker (1923) was of the same opinion as Mabille, and he was followed by Aurivillius in Seitz (1925).  Owing to the confusion between the two species, the male of leucon, as well as the female of azureus appear to be undescribed (Talbot, 1937).  Talbot (1937: 67) designated a neallotype male ex Oberthur collection labelled “Madagascar, H. Perrot”.
Description: (See notes under “Type locality”, above).

Talbot, 1937: 66.  “Upperside darker blue than in azureus.  Fore-wing without a dark border, only a heavy black marginal line which is thicker at the apex.  Discocellular mark much less prominent than in azureus.  Hind-wing resembles azureus, but there are no submarginal spots, or only traces of them, in areas 3-5; a smaller black anal spot in 2 which may be absent.  Underside resembles the female.  Some specimens differ from the type figured by Mabille in having heavier postdiscal spots, with the spot in area 4 forming an obliquely placed bar, its distal end being nearer the margin than are the other spots.  Fringe of fore-wing black, of the hind-wing white, interrupted by black at the veins.  Length of fore-wing: male, 18-21 mm, female 25.5 mm; expanse: male, 42-44 mm; female 52 mm.

Genitalia.  There is a distinct difference in the form of the clasper between leucon and azureus.  In azureus it is evenly curved and of fairly even width from the base of the hook to where the clasper expands at the base (cf. Bethune-Baker, 1923, pl. XVI, fig. 1).  In leucon the clasper bulges at the base of the hook, so that a rounded projection is formed on the dorsal edge; opposite this on the ventral side there is also a slight protuberance.  The hook appears to be a little longer and sharper.”
Distribution: Madagascar.

Specific localities:

Madagascar – Tamatave (Talbot, 1937).

Habitat: Unknown (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops littoralis Swanepoel & Vári, 1983

Lepidochrysops littoralis Swanepoel & Vári, 1983.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 33 (21): 328 (323-336).
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Lepidochrysops littoralis.  Male (holotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Still Bay, Western Cape Province, South Africa; 9-12 November, 1940; G. van Son.  (Transvaal Museum Collection).
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Lepidochrysops littoralis.  Female (allotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Still Bay, Western Cape Province, South Africa; 9-12 November, 1940; G. van Son.  (Transvaal Museum Collection).
Type locality: South Africa: “Southern Cape Province, Still Bay (Riversdale District)”.

Diagnosis: Closely related to L. australis, from which it can be distinguished by the following features: the black borders in the male are on average narrower; the apex of the forewing in both sexes is more pointed; the ground-colour on the underside of the hindwing is suffused with white scales, giving the surface a powdery appearance; on the hindwing underside there is a marked reduction in the size of the marginal spot in area 2 (Pringle, et al., 1994).  In L. ortygia the markings on the undeside of the wings are clearly defined; in littoralis they are less distinct, having a slight dusting with white scales (Swanepoel and Vari, 1983).

Original description:

“Male.  Forewing length 18,2 mm. (range 18,2 – 19,6).  Frons whitish grey; palpi below and at sides white, third segment of palpi short, white below and black above, tip black; antennae black, shaft finely chequered with white, club elongated and greyish brown below.  Thorax black and clothed above with browninsh grey hairs, below with whitish hairs and scales; legs white.  Abdomen: white below, brownish grey (almost black) above and at sides with whitish rings indicating abdominal segments.  Upperside.  Dull violaceous-blue of the same colour as L. oosthuizeni which is darker than in ortygia, broad black edging along forewing (but not hindwing); cilia white, chequered with dark grey; veins black.  Forewing: a narrow (in some paratypes broad) slightly lunulate discocellular mark; costa edged with brownish scales at base, narrowing towards apex of wing; a short silvery white streak (narrower than in ortygia) along costa at base.  Hindwing: costa narrowly bordered with dark brown above vein 6; discocellular mark absent (present in some paratypes and extremely narrow); tornal spot black, round and larger than on underside and without any bluish or orange colouring; marginal spots slightly oval and indistinct; inner margin broad and fuscous, whitish grey at base.  Underside.  Forewing slightly darker gray than in ortygia but lighter than in oosthuizeni; discocellular mark brown, much darker than ground colour, narrower than in ortygia and edged with white; a row of six slightly elongated discal spots of a darker colour than ground colour and ringed with white, the row is not curved inwardly as in oosthuizeni, but almost parallel to margin except the spot in area 1 which is placed outwardly and is more rectangular than round; a very faint round spot on costa above spot in area 6.  Six well-developed sagittate marks, close to discal row, whiter and thicker than those of ortygia; mark in area 1 is joined to white edging of discal mark; tips of sagittate marks do not touch discal spots, though in some paratypes they are very close to them.  Marginal spots are very small, more rectangular than round and edged with white and differ from those of ortygia which are larger and not distinctly marked; inner margin bordered with white.  Hindwing: no tail; ground colour same as forewing but with a slightly more powdery appearance; six blackish spots ringed with white (those in ortygia are black), two spots along costa joined to each other by a narrow streak, one spot in cell with a small one below it, two spots along inner margin, the one near base smaller.  A row of six brownish discal spots, of varying shapes and bordered with white; spot in area 1 is broad and shaped differently to those of ortygia and oosthuizeni; spot in area 2 small and rectangular and inwardly placed below discocellular mark which is slightly narrower than in forewing; spot in area 3 very small; those in areas 4 and 5 much larger, more rectangular than round and almost fused, a clear whitish dusting between them and the discocellular mark; spot in area 6 (rounder than previous ones) with a wedge-shaped whitish mark the tip of which touches the upper part of the discocellular mark.  A row of well-developed sagittate marks, the tips of which are not as sharp and clear as those of ortygia and oosthuizeni; in areas 4 and 5 these marks are placed more outwards than the previous ones, in area 6 the mark is lunulate and placed inwardly and so is mark in area 7.  Marginal spots in areas 1a-3 oval, in areas 4-6 round and spots in areas 1a and 3-6 irrorated with white; tornal spot in area 2 is a significant feature distinguishing this species from ortygia and other species in the ortygia-group: it is very small with the narrow blue lunule outwardly, on the innerside hardly a suggestion of an orange marking; tornal spot of ortygia is a large black spot bordered inwardly by an orange-yellow lunule and outwardly by a narrow blue lunule.”  “Female.  Forewing length 20,3 mm. (range: 18,5 – 21)  Upperside.  Forewing blue, slightly less extensive than that of holotype but of same colour (in some paratypes slightly more violaceous); veins black; very broad triangular discocellular mark; a silvery white streak along costa at base with a similar one along upper edge of discocellular; very broad black marginal edging; cilia chequered with white, very conspicuous in some paratypes; discal spots of underside visible on upperside.  Hindwing: extensively blue, costa broadly fuscous, tornal spot distinct, black with a faint orange-yellow lunule inwards, no blue patch as on underside; marginal spots distinct and roundish.  Underside.  Forewing ground colour as in holotype; discocellular mark broad, edged with white; discal marks more rectangular than round and almost joined to each other (not so in some paratypes); sagittate marks slightly less distinct and broad; marginal spots very indistinct and rectangular.  Hindwing as in holotype, except discal spot in area 4 which is fused with discocellular mark.  Marginal spots in areas 1a and 3-6 irrorated with white; tornal spot as in holotype, but with a clear though extremely narrow orange-yellow lunule.”


Male genitalia:  “Valvae very slender, gently curved, dorsal edge almost straight, apical sickle-shaped hook slightly smaller than in ortygia, apex finely serrated ventrally; subunci slender, strongly curved, tapering very gradually towards curved apex, apical half slightly heavier than in ortygia, apex evenly curved, finely pointed.”


Female genitalia:  “Lamella antevaginalis with anterior edge almost straight, posterior edge gently rounded, more pointed in middle than in ortygia; ductus bursae long, with some irregularly shaped sclerotized particles near entrance, ductus gradually merging into corpus bursae, no signa.”

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Western Cape Province – Still Bay (Van Son; TL); Mossel Bay? (Trimen; Swanepoel and Vari, 1983); Witsand (Pringle, et al., 1994); near Malgas (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Coastal blue.

Habitat: Rocky ridges in coastal fynbos (Pringle et al., 1994).  Sometimes flies on sand dunes, close to the sea-shore, as at Still Bay (Swanepoel and Vari, 1983).

Habits: Males congregate on the tops of ridges and sand dunes.  Here they circle rapidly, occasionally settling on low bushes or the ground.  Females are well dispersed and are therefore less commonly encountered (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: From the end of August to early December (Pringle, et al., 1994).  The type series (all from Still Bay) were captured in November (Swanepoel and Vari, 1983).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops loewensteini (Swanepoel, 1951)

Cupido (Lepidochrysops) loewensteini Swanepoel, 1951.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 14 (1): 57 (57-59).

Lepidochrysops loewensteini (Swanepoel, 1951).  Hedicke, 1923.
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Lepidochrysops loewensteini.  Male (holotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Mokhotlong, Lesotho; 18 January 1949; D.A. Swanepoel.  (Transvaal Museum Collection).
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Lepidochrysops loewensteini.  Female (allotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Mokhotlong, Lesotho; 22 January 1949; D.A. Swanepoel.  (Transvaal Museum Collection).
Type locality: [Lesotho]: “Mokhotlong, Basutoland, 18th January, 1949 (D.A. Swanepoel)”.  Holotype (male) in the Transvaal Museum Collection, Pretoria.  Described from 26 males and four females captured by the author at the type locality from 12th to 30th January, 1949.

Original description:

“Holotype male:  Head black.  Frontal tuft black, edged with white.  Eyes brownish-black, edged with white.  Palpi white, third joint and extremity of second joint black, white at sides and below, with some black bristles on second joint.  Antennae black, shaft checkered with white rings, club elongated and black, with a narrow white streak outwardly, which does not quite reach the extremity of the club.  Thorax narrow, black, clothed with ochraceous-brown hairs above and short white hairs below.  Abdomen long, narrow, clothed with ochraceous-brown hairs and scales above and white below.  Wings, upperside:  Dark greyish-brown.  Forewing dusted with bronzy-brown scales, which are very intense along costal area and cell.  Hindwing with similar scales along inner margin, bordered by long hairs of a similar colour extending from base to the anal angle.  Outer margin faintly dusted.  The veins on both wings are also dusted with these scales.  An almost invisible orange-yellow lunule and hind-marginal black spot showing on the upperside.  Cilia in both wings whitish, interrupted by black where the veins meet the margins.  Wings, underside:  Yellowish-brown, being duller in colour than that of lerothodi.  Forewing:  di[s]co-cellular spot darker than ground-colour, broadly edged with whitish scales.  Six distal spots, all in a nearly straight line and about a quarter of an inch from the outer margin, of the same colour as disco-cellular mark and ringed by very faint whitish scales.  Marginal row is only represented by streaks of faint whitish scales.  Cilia as on upperside.  Hindwing:  five distinct basal spots, black, broadly ringed with white scales, two along the costa, one in cell near the base and two along the inner margin.  Disco-cellular mark as in forewing, but slightly narrower.  Discal spots seven in number, more elongated than round, joined to one another, and inwardly bound by narrow, whitish scales.  Spot number one, close to outer black spot in area 7, having fairly broad white scales inwardly and outwardly.  Number two, round, ringed by faint white scales, nad [and] having a faint saggitate mark not touching it.  Number three, elongate and bordered outwardly by broad, sagittate white mark.  Number four, same as number three.  Number five, nearer to disco-cellular spot, more elongated, bordered outwardly by broad, white sagittate mark.  Number six, similar to number five and touching the disco-cellualr mark.  Number seven, in row with sagittate marks, elongated vertically, bordered outwardly by faint sagittate mark.  Marginal row very indistinct, and only represented by streaks of faint white scales.  Cilia as in forewing.  In area three, a distinct black hind-marginal spot, dusted outwardly with silvery-blue scales and bordered inwardly by an orange-yellow lunule.  There is a faint suggestion of a similar spot in area one.

Allotype female.  Similar to male in markings and colouring, except that hindmarginal black spot and orange-yellow lunule are clearly visible on the upperside.”

Diagnosis:  On the upperside L. loewensteini can be distinguished from L. variabilis by the darker colour and less prominently checkered cilia.  L. lerothodi is much darker on the upperside than either variabilis or loewensteini and the cilia are not chequered.  The undersides of loewensteini and lerothodi are similar but in loewensteini there is a hindmarginal spot (lacking in lerothodi), the sagittate markings bordering the discal row in loewensteini do not touch them at all in lerothodi, and lerothodi lacks checkered cilia (Swanepoel, 1951).

General remarks:  Named for Paul Loewenstein who collected butterflies in the eastern Free State and encouraged the author in his endeavours.

Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province - single record from Barkly East), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

Eastern Cape Province – Dulcie’s Nek, at 1 800 metres, near Barkly East (Oosthuizen; a single male specimen on 1 December, 1982).

Lesotho – Mokhotlong (Swanepoel & Brown; TL); Rafolatsane (Swanepoel, 1953); east of Rafolatsane (E. Pringle); Sehonghong.

Note: E. Pringle did not find the species at Mokhotlong (the type locality) but it was present, at a lower altitude, at Rafolatsane (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Loewenstein’s blue.

Habitat: Afroalpine grassland.

Habits: Often rests on the ground.  Males, apparently, do not hilltop (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: January and February (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops longifalces Tite, 1961

Lepidochrysops longifalces Tite, 1961.  Entomologist 94: 22 (21-25).
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Lepidochrysops longifalces.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 41mm.  Mapembi, S. R.  15:3:61.  D.M. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3952).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Butler South Farm, 50 miles S. of Umtali, Southern Rhodesia, 5,000 ft., ii-iii.1954, R.H. Carcasson”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London (B.M. Type No. Rh. 16488.  Allotype (female): data as holotype, B.M. Type No. Rh. 16489.

Diagnosis: Closest to L. patricia from which it can only be distinguished with certainty by examination of the genitalia.  As its specific name suggests longifalces is characterized by the long falces, up to one third longer than those of patricia (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Original description:

“The general appearance, pattern of marking (both above and below in each sex), and the male genitalic structure, all show great similarity with those features in Lepidochrysops patricia (Trimen).  Certain external differences are nevertheless discernable, which, in conjunction with the distinctly longer and slenderer subuncal hooks (falces) of longifalces, give evidence of specific distinction.  These falces are quite one-third longer than those of patricia.  All wings in the male are dull lilac, in distinct contrast to the blue-lilac of Trimen’s species; they are much more transparent, so that the underside pattern can be clearly seen from above, the submarginal spots on the hindwing being especially obvious.  The wings of the female are darker blue-lilac than are those of patricia, and the discoidal bar (forewing) and the marginal markings are all heavier.  A median series of fuscous spots is present or indicated on the hindwing, and in one example minute median spots are also present in areas 1-4 of the forewing.  Beneath, the colour is darker than that of patricia; all the markings are heavier, and more sharply outlined with white.  Length of forewing: male, 20-24 mm; female, 22-23 mm.”

Distribution: Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Botswana.

Specific localities:

Malawi – Monkey Bay (J.D. Handman; January); Hill near Mirale Station (J.D. Handman, February).

Zambia – Mitzidi Hill, Blantyre (J.D. Handman; January); Luangwa Valley (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe - Butler South (Carcasson; TL); near Mapembi in the Odzi River area (Cooksons); Chimanimani Mountains (Cooksons); Gweru (Pennington); Zimbabwe Ruins (Pennington); throughout north-eastern Mashonaland (Paré).

Botswana – Mosetse River, on the road to Nata (Pinhey).

Common name: Msasa blue.

Habitat: Grassy glades in Msasa-dominated savanna (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Also on rocky hills in deciduous woodland (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habits: Similar to the closely-related L. patricia.  Males show patrolling behaviour within a defined area (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: January to March.  Also recorded in October and April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant:

Camponotus maculatus (Fabricius) [Cottrell, teste Claassens, 1976: 288].
Lepidochrysops lotana Swanepoel, 1962

Lepidochrysops lotana Swanepoel, 1962.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 25 (2): 291 (291-294).
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Lepidochrysops lotana.  Male (paratype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Farm Rietvlei, Polokwane district, Limpopo Province, South Africa; 26 October, 1959; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
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Lepidochrysops lotana.  Female (paratype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Farm Rietvlei, Polokwane district, Limpopo Province, South Africa; 22 October, 1959; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
Type locality: South Africa: “Farm Rietvlei (Pietersburg Distr., Tvl.), 14.XI.1961.  D.A. Swanepoel”.  Holotype (male) Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.  

Original description:

“Male holotype:  Exp. 42 mm.  Head:  frons whitish-grey; palpi below and at side, white, third joint of palpi fairly long, white below and black above; antennae black, shaft finely chequered with white, club very elongate and brownish below.  Thorax:  black clothed above with greyish hairs, below with white hairs and scales.  Legs white.  Abdomen:  white below, brownish-grey above and at sides with whitish rings showing abdominal segments.  Upperside:  dull bluish-purple; narrow outer marginal fuscous edging; cilia greyish-white and indistinctly chequered with darker grey; veins dark.  Forewing:  a narrow triangular discocellular mark; costa very narrowly edged with dark brown towards the base.  Hindwing:  costa broadly bordered with dark brown above vein six; very faint linear discocellular mark; wing projects slightly at the tornus; tornal spot round, well defined with orange-yellow lunule pointing sharply inwards; no bluish patch on tornal spot as on the underside; innermargin broad, clothed with greyish hairs and scales.  Underside:  Forewing, pale brownish-grey; broad discocellular bar and four discal spots in cellules 3, 4, 5 and 6 of darker colour (almost ochreous) than the ground colour and ringed with whitish; subterminal line broad and of darker colour than the wing with a row of indistinct whitish sagittate marks on either side.  Hindwing:  no tail; ground colour the same as the forewing; five black spots ringed with whitish, two along costa, smaller one with faint black in cell below middle, two along costa, smaller one with faint black in cell below middle, two along innermargin – the one near base vestigeal; disco-cellular mark as in forewing; a row of six discal spots darker than the ground colour and ringed with whitish, that in area 3 shifted inwards, that in area 6 also shifted inwards and not touching other spots; a row of distinct sagittate marks bordering the inner edge of the subterminal line which is broad and darker than the ground colour and bordered outwardly also with indistinct whitish sagittate marks; subterminal spots indistinct and triangular; tornal spot in area 2, black and elongate not round as on upperside with dull orange yellow sagittate mark inwards, bluish patch on tornal spot, in area 1a tornal spot and sagittate mark vestigeal.  Female allotype:  Exp. 42 mm.  Upperside:  forewing blue less extensive than male; more violaceous; very broad costal and outer marginal fuscous edging, two-thirds of inner margin being blue, one-third being fuscous; discocellular mark vestigeal (in some females it is absent); subterminal and terminal spots fuscous; tornal spot black and round bordered inwardly with orange yellow lunule; faint trace of lunule in area 1a (in some specimens it is more distinct).  Underside:  about the same as in the male except for the following difference:  an additional spot in area 2 (in a very few males this spot is also present).”

Diagnosis: Very similar to L. praeterita but differs in the squarer shape of the forewing, lighter ground-colour on the underside, larger and more elongated discal spots on the underside of the hindwing, and narrower gap between the sagittate markings and discal spots on the hindwing underside (Pringle et al., 1994).

General remarks:  Discovered by D.A. Swanepoel at the type locality on 14th October, 1959.  The species name was proposed by Mr C.J. van Staden of Pietersburg (Polokwane).

Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province).

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Farm Rietvlei, 30 km south-west of Pietersburg (Swanepoel; TL); Wolkberg (Owen-Johnston).

Common name: Lotana blue.

Habitat: Grassland.

Habits: Males appear to patrol randomly in search of females and flowers (Swanepoel, 1962).  Relatively slow-flighted, keeping close to the ground (Swanepoel, 1962).

Flight period: End of September to end of November.  Apparently commonest in October (Swanepoel, 1962).

Conservation status: Classified as critically endangered in the proposed South African Red Data List. Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Becium species (Lamiaceae) [Swanepoel, 1962].

Becium obovatum (Lamiaceae) [Woodhall, 2005a].
Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochysops loveni (Aurivillius, 1922)


Cupido loveni Aurivillius, 1922.  Arkiv för Zoologi 14 (5): 13 (27 pp.).

Synonym of L. parsimon.  Ackery et al., 1995.

Lepidochrysops loveni (Aurivillius, 1922).  Larsen, 2000: 212.
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Lepidochrysops loveni loveni.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 38mm.  Small hill on road east of Mafinga, Tanzania.  03/iv/1995.  AJ & MW Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Lepidochrysops loveni loveni.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 39mm.  Luisenga N.R., nr. Mafinga, Tanzania.  04/iv/1995.  AJ & MW Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Kenya/Uganda: “[Mt] Elgon, 2000 m”.

Redescription:

(Bethune-Baker, 1923: 317; given, in error, as a description of parsimon).  “Male.  Upperside, both wings brown, decidedly more solid in texture than in plebeia, so that the underside pattern does not show through; the only mark visible is an indefinite blackish marginal spot on the secondaries between veins 2 and 3, with a faint trace of yellow above it.  In some very fresh specimens from certain localities the colour approaches very closely to plebeia; this may, however, be only due to the very fresh condition of the specimens.  Underside, both wings brown or brownish grey with the usual spots, whose white edging is decidedly narrower than in plebeia; the spots of the postmedian series are definitely encircled spots adjacent together, but not confluent.  Primaries with the usual spot closing the cell; the postmedian series consisting of six spots, the upper four almost in a line, the fifth shifted somewhat inwards, and the sixth sometimes double, vertical below the outer edge of the fifth; a marginal row of internervular dashes, preceded by a row of six sublunular marks edged on each side with white.  Secondaries with a black basal spot on the inner margin, four sub-basal ones below each other, the central two adjacent, and another black spot further out below the costal vein; the postmedian series composed of six spots, the first oval, the second to the fourth shifted slightly outwards, all being in line and inclined inwards, the fifth shifted inwards, sixth slightly outwards; a marginal row of semilunular marks preceded by a row of sublunular broadish dashes edged on each side with white; a black marginal spot between veins 2 and 3, with blue metallic scales and broad orange internal edging.  No tails.  Male [Female].  Both wings, upperside, brownish with the whole of the area up to the subterminal brown stripe and up to the costal vein inclined to whitish suffused entirely with sublustrous violet blue, the blue scaling at the base being much denser and so doing away with the whitish appearance.  Primaries with a large and prominent spot closing the cell, a broad brown terminal stripe separated from the terminal broad stripe by internervular pale spots.  Secondaries with the blue suffusion up to vein 7 instead of the costal as in the primaries; the subterminal stripe is lunular and the terminal brown-spotted band is somewhat indefinitely edged with whitish.  Expanse, male 44; female 46-52 mm.”


Genitalia:  “Harpagines subovate at the base, tapering to a moderately even narrower arm, concave at its lower margin, but curved downwards suddenly near the tip and shortly recurved into a small hook at the apex; the bristles are fine and are not very abundant; anellus bluntly cone-shaped; aedoeagus of moderate length and width; tegumen smallish, very deeply excised, with fair-sized cheeks; falces strong of moderate length.” (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 320).


Androconia:  “Slightly variable, but the general shape is somewhat fan-shaped, broader than long, very slightly expanding distally, with the distal edge moderately arched, with eleven rows of reticulations placed fairly closely together vertically.” (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 320).

Distribution: Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda, ?Malawi, Zambia, ?Angola.

Habitat: Open Brachystegia woodland, from 1 200 to 1 500 metres in Tanzania (Kielland, 1990: 223).  Grass-topped low hill ranges (van Someren, 1957).  Subspecies kivuensis was: “Found in grassy country, and not frequent.”

Flight period: October to December (Heath, et al., 2002).  The type series of subspecies kivuensis was taken in September, October, November and February.  Taken at the beginning of April by the Gardiners near Mafinga in Tanzania (see illustrated specimens, above).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Becium sp. (Lamiaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 247].

Salvia sp. (Lamiaceae) [Ackery, et al., 1995: 664; as host plant for Lepidochrysops parsimon].

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops loveni loveni (Aurivillius, 1922)


Cupido loveni Aurivillius, 1922.  Arkiv för Zoologi 14 (5): 13 (27pp.).

Synonym of L. parsimon.  Ackery et al., 1995.

Lepidochrysops loveni (Aurivillius, 1922).  Larsen, 2000: 212.
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Lepidochrysops loveni loveni.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 38mm.  Small hill on road east of Mafinga, Tanzania.  03/iv/1995.  AJ & MW Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Lepidochrysops loveni loveni.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 39mm.  Luisenga N.R., nr. Mafinga, Tanzania.  04/iv/1995.  AJ & MW Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Kenya/Uganda: “[Mt] Elgon, 2000 m”.

Distribution: Uganada, Kenya (west and central); Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba), Tanzania (north-west), ?Malawi, Zambia, ?Angola.

Specific localities:

Uganda – Kigezi (Van Someren, 1957; as L. parsimon); Ankoli (Van Someren, 1957; as L. parsimon); Bunyoro (Van Someren, 1957; as L. parsimon); Entebbe (Van Someren, 1957; as L. parsimon); Kamengo (Van Someren, 1957; as L. parsimon); West Elgon (Van Someren, 1957; as L. parsimon).

Kenya – Menengai (Van Someren, 1957; as L. parsimon); Chepalungu (Larsen, 1991; as L. parsimon); East Elgon (Van Someren, 1957; as L. parsimon); North and South Kavirondo (Van Someren, 1957; as L. parsimon); Sotik (Van Someren, 1957; as L. parsimon); Mau (Van Someren, 1957; as L. parsimon); Kedong (Van Someren, 1957; as L. parsimon); Athi plains (Van Someren, 1957; as L. parsimon); Ngong (Larsen, 1991; as L. parsimon).

Tanzania – Ngara District; Kasulu (Kielland, 1990); Luisenga N.R. near Mafinga (Gardiners).

Zambia – Ndola; Makutu Mountains; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).
albicans Hulstaert, 1924 (as ab. of Neochrysops parsimon).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 194 (112-122, 173-194).  Uganda: “Ntebe”.
Lepidochrysops loveni abyssiniensis (Strand, 1911)

Cupido celaeus var. abyssiniensis Strand, 1911.  Entomologische Rundschau 28: 139 (137-141).

Synonym of L. parsimon.  Ackery et al., 1995.

Lepidochrysops loveni abyssiniensis (Strand, 1911).  Larsen, 2000: 212.

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Eli”.

Original description:

“

Distribution: Ethiopia.
Lepidochrysops loveni kivuensis (Joicey & Talbot, 1921)

Catochrysops celaeus kivuensis Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 99 (40-166). Synonym of L. parsimon.  Ackery et al., 1995.

Lepidochrysops loveni kivuensis (Joicey & Talbot, 1921).  Larsen, 2000: 212.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Near Loya Valley, fifteen miles south of Irumu, 1200 m”.

General remarks: Discovered by T.A. Barns on his expedition through the DRC (Joicey and Talbot, 1921).  Described from a single male and four females.

Original description:

“Distinguished especially in the female by the narrow dark distal edge of fore wing, and absence of the second discal spot on hind wing.  Male.  Upperside without distinguishing differences.  Underside of fore wing with postdiscal band straighter, the three anterior spots less obliquely placed.  Hind wing with anterior spot of postdiscal band placed more proximally, the spots in 3-5 placed more obliquely, and leaving a larger interspace between the band and the discal spot.  Female.  Upperside of fore wing with blue area extended into cellules 7-9.  Hind wing without discal spot in 4 and 5, base of 6 filled in with blue.  Underside as in the male.”

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (northern Rift Valley – Kivu; the plains east of Lake Kivu and Lake Edward (Van Someren, 1957)), Rwanda.

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Near Loya Valley, 15 miles s. of Irumu, 1 200 m (Barns); Loya Valley, 20 miles s. of Irumu (Barns); Kissenji, Lake Kivu (Barns); Rutshuru River, N. Kivu (Barns); Lava plains under Niragongo Volcano, Kivu (Barns).
Lepidochrysops loveni oculus (Ungemach, 1932)

Euchrysops parsimon oculus Ungemach, 1932.  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 92 (1-122).

Synonym of L. parsimon.  Ackery et al., 1995.

Lepidochrysops loveni oculus (Ungemach, 1932).  Larsen, 2000: 212.

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Ouama”.

Original description:

“

Distribution: Ethiopia.
Lepidochrysops lukenia van Someren, 1957

Lepidochrysops lukenia van Someren, 1957.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 20: 69 (58-78).
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Lepidochrysops lukenia.  Male (paratype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Lukenia, Ukambani, Kenya; August, 1953; B. Barton-Eckett (Transvaal Museum Collection).
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Lepidochrysops lukenia.  Female (paratype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Lukenia, Ukambani, Kenya; March, 1937; V.G.L. van Someren (Transvaal Museum Collection).
Type locality: Kenya: “Athi River Ridge (Kathini Ridge) Mile 40".  Holotype male taken by V.G.L. van Someren in September 1951.  Allotype female taken by Van Someren at Lukenia in March 1937.  Holo- and allotype in Natural History Museum, London.

General remarks: Specimens referable to lukenia are recorded by Stempffer (1950) as neonegus (Van Someren, 1957).
Original description:

“This is a large, comparatively dark species, which exhibits characters which at once distinguish it from neonegus B.-B. and elgonae Stempffer.


Male:  Upperside:  general colour greyish mauve, but with a very strong light bluish-green sheen in slanting light, more irridescent and less ‘rosey’ than in neonegus.  F.w. with brownish border deepening in colour at extreme edge; fringes greyish; mark at end of cell well developed but not conspicuous; border of wing with slight indication of paler crescentic or lunate marks.  H.w. bluish scaling not extending above vein 5 where the costal area is brownish; marginal border with bluish horse-shoe marks, that in 1c black centered with line of pale mauve distally and broadly orange internally; there may also be some orange scaling at anal angle.  Underside:  pale greyish-brown ground colour, more brownish than in neonegus all dark marks outlined in whitish; mark at end of cell lunate; postmedian row of spots dark brown and well developed, six in number, the upper four set in a curve, that in 2 set in, that in 1b elongate and set vertically and at an angle to one above; submarginal row less dark, spots linear, extending from tornus to apex; then an admarginal series; each series accentuated by whitish zigzag lines.  H.w. with very dark brown, seldom black, spots in sub-basal area, 4 in number, and one at mid-costa; there is often a second spot below the one in cell; mark at end of cell lunate or reniform; the postmedian series well developed, the uppermost elongate or pearshaped; followed by four in a curve, the lowest spot lunate or reniform set at an angle to one above.  Interspace between these and the submarginal filled with whitish sagittate dashes; submarginal line dark and wavy, followed by admarginal somewhat triangular dark marks accentuated with white, but that in 1c black with metallic scaling distally and orange edged internally; short tail on vein 2.  Length f.w. average 20 mm.


Female:  Upperside:  the blue of the disc slightly more greenish than in the male, and more limited by the broad brownish scaling along the f.w. costa and outer margin, but the blue is not sharply restricted along the outer edge.  F.w. cell mark large and well developed, lunate or reniform; the brownish marginal border with two series of paler marks with a dark row between represents the pattern of the underside; extreme edge of wing dark and carrying the greyish fringe.  Some specimens have additional dark marks sub-basal in 2, 3, 4.  H.w. bluish areas at base and in the disc, but shading out toward the row of whitish arrow marks internal to the slight wavy dark line; then follows the marginal series of dark marks accentuated mostly on the inner side by crescentic whitish loops; spot at 1c large, black, strongly orange internally, and some orange scaling may be present at anal angle.  Extreme edge of wing dark, fringe greyish.  Tail present on vein 2.  Underside:  ground colour rather more sandy-brownish than in the male; spots and markings similar but rather stronger; the arrow-shaped whitish marks between post-median and submarginal rows of spots more developed and conspicuous and forming a light band across the wing.”

Distribution: Kenya (south and south-east of Nairobi), Tanzania (north-east).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Athi River Ridge (Kathini Ridge) (TL); Mua Hills (Van Someren, 1957); Lukenia Hills (Van Someren, 1957); Kibwezi (Van Someren, 1957); Ol’ Doinyo Sabuk (Van Someren, 1957); Maragua (Van Someren, 1957); Ithanga Hills (Van Someren, 1957); Makueni (Van Someren, 1957); Athi (Van Someren, 1957); Sultan Hamud (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Lake Jipe, s.e. of Pare Mountains (Van Someren, 1957); Northern Highlands; Pare Mountains; Ukaguru Mountains; Mangalisa Mountain (Kielland, 1990); Dodoma (Haldane, vide Kielland, 1990).

Common name: Lukenia blue.

Habitat: Areas with short grass admixed with lamiates and other herbs on rocky ground on hills and ridges (Van Someren, 1957).  Deciduous woodland, from 1 200 to 2 200 m in Tanzania (Kielland, 1990).  Especially partial to stony hillsides (Larsen, 1991).

Habits: Especially common on the Lukenia Range, the females being found in grassy, lamiate-rich pockets among the huge boulders while the males are seen flying from pocket to pocket (Van Someren, 1957).  Males show incessent patrolling behaviour (Larsen, 1991).

Flight period: The species is seasonal, emerging shortly after the onset of the rains, when the lamiates begin to flower (Van Someren, 1957).
Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Lamiaceae [Van Someren, 1957: 71; oviposition only].

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops mcgregori Pennington, 1970

Lepidochrysops mcgregori Pennington, 1970.  Annals of the Natal Museum 20 (2): 377 (377-379).
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Lepidochrysops mcgregori.  Male (holotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Nieuwoudtville, Northern Cape Province, South Africa; 6 September, 1968; K. M. Pennington (Transvaal Museum Collection).
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Lepidochrysops mcgregori.  Female (allotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Nieuwoudtville, Northern Cape Province, South Africa; 6 September, 1968; K. M. Pennington (Transvaal Museum Collection).
Type locality: South Africa: “Glen Lyon [farm], near Nieuwoudtville, 2,200 ft”.  Holotype (male) and allotype (female), 6 September, 1968; in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

General remarks: Named for Mr and Mrs Gordon MacGregor, owners of the farm ‘Glen Lyon’, where the species was discovered (Pennington, 1970).

Original description:

“Male (holotype).  Antennae black with white rings.  Palpi black above, white below.  Eyes black with white collar.  Wings:  Length of fore-wing, 13.5 mm; A/W ratio 0.48.  Upperside – both wings brown with golden sheen which is considerably brighter than its congeners L. bacchus Riley and L. southeyae Pennington.  The bases are dark brown.  Both wings have dark internervular submarginal marks, which are indistinct and outwardly edged narrowly with white in the hind-wing.  The hindmargins have a thin prominent black line.  Cilia very white with black interruptions at the end of the veins.  Underside – all the basal and discal spots are white-ringed in both wings.  Fore-wing:  Darkish slate-grey.  There is a large black discocellular spot, sharply angled at vein 5.  The discal row of six spots is slightly curved, the upper three in areas 4 to 6 being round and black, and larger than those in areas 1 to 3.  Six heart-shaped submarginal spots are darker than ground colour.  Beyond them angled white marks pierce the hindmarginal black line in the middle of each area and unite with the white parts of the cilia.  Hind-wing:  There are three black basal spots, one in area 7, one in cell and one on inner margin.  The upper two have dark streaks extending into the base almost at right angles to each other.  The discocellular spot is larger, blacker and more angled than it is in the fore-wing – it is almost L-shaped.  Discal row of eight black spots, with those in 1c, 4 and 5 further from the base and slightly larger than the rest.  Prominent white sagittate marks, pointing towards each of the discal spots, are separated from the usual submarginal spots by blackish brown.  Cilia as in fore-wing.  Female (allotype).  The golden sheen is a little less bright, and the fore-wing hindmargin is rounder – otherwise in size, shape and colour it is the same as the male holotype.  Paratypes.  These show considerable variation.  Three males have some indication of a small dark spot in area 2 of hind-wing upperside.  The white edging to upperside hind-wing submarginal marks is not always present.  The discal row of fore-wing underside varies greatly.  In some the six spots are all the same size.  Often the spots in areas 1 and 2 are missing; sometimes they are minute.  One male has no spots at all.  In the hind-wing of two the streaks from the basal spots are strongly developed from all three; in many there are no streaks.”

Distribution: South Africa (Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Northern Cape Province – Glen Lyon, near Nieuwoudtville (Pennington; TL); Roggeveld Escarpment (Swanepoel); Farm Voëlfontein, 50 km north-west of Sutherland (Williams and Mijburgh).

Common name: MacGregor’s blue.

Habitat: Fynbos, in flat country (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Flies close to the ground, and slowly, among low plants, in non-succulent karoo veld. Often rests on twigs on the leeside of larger bushes (Pennington, 1970).

Flight period: September, to early October (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops mashuna (Trimen, 1894)

Lycaena mashuna Trimen, 1894.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1894: 48 (14-82).

Cupido mashuna (Trimen, 1894).  Aurivillius, 1898, Rhopalocera Aethiopia: 378 (as syn. of stormsi).

Neochrysops mashuna (Trimen, 1894).  Bethune-Baker, 1923.

Lepidochrysops mashuna (Trimen, 1894).  Heidicke, 1923.
Type locality: [Zimbabwe]: “Hanyani River, not far south of Fort Salisbury; Motoko’s Country, East Mashunaland”.  Type in the Natural History Museum, London (Bethune-Baker, 1923).

Original description:

“Exp. al. male 1 in. 5-6 lin.; female 1 in. 6-8 lin.  Male.  Very pale violaceous-blue, shot with pink; neuration distinctly blackish; a strongly-marked hind-marginal black edging streak; discal spots of underside faintly showing through; terminal discocellular mark distinct, slender, and angulated in both wings.  Fore wing:  immediately before hind-marginal black edging a very faint tinge of ochry-yellow, preceded by a very faint diffuse greyish fascia.  Hind wing: an extremely faint diffuse greyish border immediately before hind-marginal edging; a rather small and faint blackish spot close to hind margin, between 1st and 2nd median nervules, immediately preceded by some very faint ochry-yellowish scaling; no tail.  Underside. – Ochre-yellow, with conspicuous black, very thinly white-edged discal spots arranged just as in L. exclusa [= L. peculiaris]; two series of very faint submarginal white lunules.  Fore wing: field of wing much paler than costal and hind-marginal border; 5th spot of discal series greatly reduced and but little before 4th, and 6th spot wanting.  Hind wing: hind-marginal black spot darker than on upperside, ochre-yellow immediately preceding it darker than ground-colour.  Female.  Pale-blue field much more limited than in male, the costa, apical, and hind-marginal border being in both wings broadly brownish grey; ochry-yellowish hind-marginal stain much more developed, and in fore wing usually conspicuous between 2nd median nervule and posterior angle, while in some specimens it is also diffusedly present in hind wing.  Fore wing: discocellular terminal marking darker and broader.  Hind wing: 3rd and 4th spots (rarely also 5th and 7th spots) of discal series of underside reproduced, fuscous; a whitish line, preceded by traces of dark spots, just before hind-marginal edge; blackish spot larger, the yellow preceding it usually taking the ordinary lunulate form; a yellowish space at anal angle.  Underside. – As in male, but black spots larger, and discal series usually complete, the 5th spot only reduced in one example, and four others having all six as in L. exclusa [= peculiaris], but with the lower three less irregularly disposed.”


Genitalia:  “The harpagines similar to giganteus [kocak], but proportionately broader and except at the very base of fairly even width; the terminal sickle is smaller and shorter and slightly toothed.  They have a fair supply of longish stiff bristles at the base on the lower edge, and a less supply on the upper surface in front of the hook; the shape of the anellus that is attached to the furca is more rounded on its front edge than either giganteus [kocak] or stormsi, both of which are somewhat wedge-shaped; aedoeagus of moderate length, but of rather narrower width; the cingulum and the tegumen do not call for special remark, but the hook terminating the falces is quite small.” (Bethune-Baker, 1923).


Androconia:  “Of fair size, variable, but the average are slightly tapered proximally to the broader distal end, which is moderately arched, whilst the distal end tapers rapidly into the footstalk; there are about eleven rows of fine reticulations placed rather closely together.” (Bethune-Baker, 1923).

General remarks:  Discovered by Frederick Selous, at several localities in eastern Zimbabwe, in the 1880’s (Trimen, 1894).

Distribution: Zimbabwe.

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Hunyani River, not far south of Fort Salisbury (Selous; TL); Motoko’s Country, East Masonaland (Selous; TL); on the banks of the Inyangombi River, near the Rhodes Estate Hotel, at Nyanga (Pennington); Harare (Pinhey); Bulawayo (Pinhey); Lomagundi (Pinhey); Masvingo (Pinhey); Sanyati Valley (Pinhey); Mount Selinda (Pinhey); Headlands (Cottrell).

Common name: Mashuna blue.

Habitat: Grassy areas in savanna.

Habits: Flies close to the ground, often stopping to feed from flowers (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Marshall (teste Trimen1898: 6) noted two specimens of this butterfly sleeping together with specimens of Acraea nohara and A. calderena on a grass stem and was struck by the general similarity of their and the acraeas undersides and wing outlines.

Flight period: October to December (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
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