FAMILY  LYCAENIDAE

Leach, 1815
SUBFAMILY MILETINAE

Reuter, 1896

Relevant literature:

Ackery, 1990

TRIBE  MILETINI

Reuter, 1896

SUBTRIBE  SPALGINA

Toxopeus, 1929

Genus Spalgis Moore, 1879
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1879: 137 (136-144).
Type-species: Geridus epeus Westwood, by monotypy [extralimital].

A genus containing three Afrotropical and one Oriental species (the type species of the genus).  None of the Afrotropical species has an extralimital distribution.

Spalgis jacksoni Stempffer, 1967

Spalgis jacksoni Stempffer, 1967.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental de l’Afrique Noire (A) 29: 998 (978-1000).

Type locality: Uganda: “Bwamba Mongiro”.

Distribution: Uganda, Tanzania.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Spalgis jacksoni jacksoni Stempffer, 1967

Spalgis jacksoni Stempffer, 1967.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental de l’Afrique Noire (A) 29: 998 (978-1000).

Type locality: Uganda: “Bwamba Mongiro”.

Distribution: Uganda (west).
Spalgis jacksoni stempfferi Kielland, 1985

Spalgis jacksoni stempfferi Kielland, 1985.  Lambillionea 85: 109 (95-112).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Kigoma, Kasye Forest, 1000 m”.

Distribution: Tanzania (Kasye and Kefu forests).
Spalgis lemolea Druce, 1890

Spalgis lemolea Druce, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 5: 26 (24-31).
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Spalgis lemolea lemolea.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 23mm.  Kalundnishi R., Kabweluma Falls, Zambia, 3000'.  10.7.75.  Bampton.  (Henning collection - H307).
Type locality: Nigeria: “Lagos”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, to Ethiopia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Malawi, Zambia (throughout), Zimbabwe (north), Botswana (one sight record – Larsen, unpublished ms, 1995).

Common name: Lemolea harvester (Pringle, et al., 1994); African apefly (Larsen, 1991).

Habitat: Forest and dense savanna (Guinea savanna and Miombo woodland).  Thick riverine bush (Pinhey vide Pringle, et al. (1994).  Usually absent from primary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Usually not numerous but population irruptions are not uncommon, e.g. the north-eastern suburbs of Accra, Ghana (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens are usually encountered singly, flying slowly among the branches of large trees.  S.C. Collins once came across large numbers at Kisumu (Larsen, 1991).  Larsen (1991) encountered a large irruption in Kinshasa (DRC), in August 1988.  Many of these specimens came to water, as well as to fresh and dry bird droppings.  Pinhey (vide Pringle, et al., 1994) observed, at Kariba Gorge in Zimbabwe, that they appeared to be reluctant to fly except during the hottest parts of the day.  He also noted that their flight was similar to that of species of Lachnocnema.  Bampton, vide Pringle, et al. (1994) witnessed a massive irruption of the species in a rubber plantation south of Nkata Bay in Malawi, noting that the rubber plants were heavily infested with a homopteran belonging to the genus Planoccocus.

Early stages:

Good, 1892: 201 (Psyche 6: 201).

Lamborn, 1911: 105  (Proc. ent. Soc. Lond 1911: pp. civ-cv; 1912: p. xviii).

Lamborn, 1914: 475.



The larva apparently resembles the coccids upon which it feeds and lives among them.  Tiny coccids can sometimes be found moving in the material attached to the dorsum of the larva.  

Mellor, 1929: 8 (Proc. Ent. Soc. Lond. 4: 8).

Jackson, 1937: 220 [Bunyoro, Bugoma Forest, Uganda].

"Larva.  Broad and slug-like, either black or dark grey, and hairy.  The colouring, however, is usually invisible for it covers itself with a white waxy secretion produced by the Coccid and is then very hard to detect.  Length, 15 mm.  Pupa.  The pupa is an interesting example of protective coloration.  It is placed most conspicuously on the upper surfaces of the leaves and coloured in whites, greys and blacks to represent a bird-dropping, which it does exactly.  The anal extremity is tapered to a narrow square-ended stalk, which serves an an attachment to the leaf.  From here, the abdominal segments are much broadened and intersegmentally contracted, being thus roughly spherical.  There follows a slight waist between these and the thorax, which is slightly domed and falls vertically to the leaf.  The head-case is placed beneath the pupa on the edge of the flattened ventral surface.  From the wing-cases and including them, round the front of the thorax, the lateral margins are white, as also is the posterior half of the abdominal segments, while the remainder is blackish-brown mottled and irrorated with white or cream.  Length, 7 mm.; breadth, 4 mm. at broadest point.  It seems that the protection afforded by its coloration is most effective, for out of 15-20 pupae taken from one small bush, not one was parasitised, and judging by the numbers on the bush, both of fresh pupae and empty cases, the birds had not discovered the deception.  Locality.  Uganda: Bunyoro, Bugoma Forest, September, 1932."
Henning, S., 1983: 79 [Nova Lisboa, Angola] (J. ent. Soc. Sth. Africa 46: 65).

Bampton, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 139.

Larsen, 2005a.



Apparently independent of ants tending the homopterans, and are not harmed by them.  However, females are prevented from ovipositing among homoptera that are being tended by tailor ants (Oecophylla species). 

Larval food:

Dactylopius longispinus Targ.-Tozz. (Homoptera: Coccidae) [Lamborn, 1912: xviii (Nigeria)].

Dactylopius virgatus var. madagascariensis Newstead (Homoptera: Coccidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 475 (Nigeria)].

Coccids (Homoptera: Coccidae) living on an ornamental plant [Jackson, 1937: 220].

Planococcus species (Homoptera: Pseudococcidae), infesting a cycad [Mellor, in Jackson, 1937: ; Zanzibar].

Dactylopius species (Homoptera: Coccidae) [Bampton, in Henning, S., 1983: 79; Nova Lisboa, Angola].

Pseudococcus species (Homoptera: Pseudococcidae) [Larsen, 1991: 175].

Phenacoccus species (Homoptera: Pseudococcidae) [Larsen, 1991: 176].

Planococcoides species (Homoptera: Pseudococcidae) [Larsen, 1991: 176].

Ferrisiana species (Homoptera: Coccidae) [Larsen, 1991: 176].

Planococcus species (Homoptera: Pseudococcidae) [Bampton, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 139].

Associated ant:

Spalgis lemolea lemolea Druce, 1890

Spalgis lemolea Druce, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 5: 26 (24-31).
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Spalgis lemolea lemolea.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 23mm.  Kalundnishi R., Kabweluma Falls, Zambia, 3000'.  10.7.75.  Bampton.  (Henning collection - H307).
Type locality: Nigeria: “Lagos”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, to Ethiopia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Malawi, Zambia (throughout), Zimbabwe (north), Botswana (one sight record – Larsen, unpublished ms, 1995).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Nairobi; Kisumu; Shimba Hills; Malakisi; Kakamega Forest (Larsen, 1991).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kinshasa (Larsen, 1991).

Zambia – Mwinilunga; Ikelenge; Ndola; Mufulira; Lumangwe Falls; Samfya; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Victoria Falls (Irving); Kariba Gorge (Pinhey).

latimarginata Sharpe, 1890 (as sp. of Spalgis).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 347 (346-350).  Senegal/Gambia: “Senegambia”.
s-signata Holland, 1890 (as sp. of Spalgis).  Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass. 5: 426 (423-431).  Gabon: “Gaboon, upper waters of the river Ogove”.
Spalgis lemolea pilos Druce, 1890

Spalgis pilos Druce, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 5: 27 (24-31).

Spalgis lemolea pilos Druce, 1890.  Larsen, 2005a: 117.

Type locality: Gambia: “Gambia”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Spalgis tintinga (Boisduval, 1833)

[Lycaena] ? tintinga Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 175 (149-270).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Tintingue”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Specific localities: eastern Masoala (Kremen et al., 2001). 

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
docus Druce, 1875 (as sp. of Miletus).  Cistula Entomologica 1: 361 (357-363).  Madagascar: “Madagascar”.
