SUBFAMILY APATURINAE

Boisduval, 1840

A practically cosmopolitan subfamily containing some 90 species.  It reaches its greatest diversity on the border between the Oriental and Palaearctic Regions (Sino-Himalayan area).  In the Afrotropical Region there is a single genus, with one species on the mainland and two species endemic to Madagascar.  The larvae appear to show affinities to those of the Charaxinae; there are also morphological affinities with Satyrinae.  Molecular phylogenies, in contrast, show a closer relationship with Nymphalinae, Cyrestinae and Biblidinae.
Genus Apaturopsis Aurivillius, 1899
In: Aurivillius, 1898-9.  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 151 (1-561).
Type-species: Apatura cleochares Hewitson, by subsequent designation (Stichel, 1938.  In: Bryk, F., Lepidopterorum Catalogus 30 (86): 373 (1-374). s’Gravenhage.)

An Afrotropical genus containing three species.  The genus appears to be very similar to the Palaearctic Apatura (Apaturinae) (Schultze, 1920).

Apaturopsis cleochares (Hewitson, 1873)

Apatura cleochares Hewitson, 1873.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 58 (57-58).

Type locality: Angola.

General remarks: In general this is a scarce butterfly (Collins et al., 2003).

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone (Collins et al., 2003), Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon,  Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zimbabwe, Mozambique.

Common name: Painted empress.

Habitat: Forest and heavy woodland.  In Tanzania ssp. schultzei is found at altitudes from 300 to 700 m (occasionally much higher) (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: A rare species that flies very fast, along the edges of forest, sometimes settling on damp spots.  In flight and habits it somewhat resembles a Libythea or small brown Sevenia (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens are also occasionally attracted to fermenting banana, excrement and other decaying matter.  Specimens probably usually frequent the forest canopy (Pringle, et al., 1994).  They often settle on the branches and trunks of trees (Cookson, teste Pringle, et al., 1994).  In West Africa this is a rare species (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: September to May (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Schultze, 1916 (or 1920?) [pupal exuvium].

Larval food:

(Suspected to be) Obetia tenax (N.E. Br.) Friis (Urticaceae) [Paré, personal communication, 1993, unpublished].
Apaturopsis cleochares cleochares (Hewitson, 1873)

Apatura cleochares Hewitson, 1873.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 58 (57-58).

Type locality: Angola.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Gabon, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan (south), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (extreme north-west, north).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nimba Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Man (Larsen, 2005a); Tai (Larsen, 2005a); Lamto (Larsen, 2005a); Bossematie (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Bia (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Mukuyu Forest, Kigoma District (Kielland, 1990); Rau Groundwater Forest Reserve, Moshi (Cordeiro, 1995).
Apaturopsis cleochares schultzei Schmidt, 1921

Apaturopsis cleochares schultzei Schmidt, 1921.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 35: 43 (32-51).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Südwest-Usambara”.

Diagnosis: Distinguished from the nominate subspecies by the much paler brown colouration and the more extended pale areas in the forewing (Kielland, 1990). 

Distribution: Kenya (central), Tanzania (Usambara Mountains), Malawi, Zimbabwe (east), Mozambique.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Ngonja in the South Pare Mountains; Kimboza Forest; Morogoro; Mikumi National Park (Kielland, 1990); Monduli near Arusha (Rydon, teste Kielland, 1990); near the Usa River, Mount Meru (Cordeiro, teste Kielland, 1990).

Mozambique – Maronga Forest (Kroon and Pennington).

Zimbabwe – Mount Selinda (Cookson and Pennington); Vumba Mountains (Cookson).
Apaturopsis kilusa (Grose-Smith, 1891)

Thaleropis kilusa Grose-Smith, 1891.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 7: 125 (122-128).

Type locality: North-west coast of Madagascar.

General remarks: This is a rare butterfly (Collins et al., 2003).  The uppersides are illustrated in colour, the female for the first time, by Collins et al. (2003).

Distribution: Madagascar (north-west).

Specific localities:

Madagascar – Ankarana (Walters, 1986).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Apaturopsis paulianii Viette, 1962

Apaturopsis paulianii Viette, 1962.  Bulletin de la Société Zoologique de France 76: 670 (32-34).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascar Sud-Ouest, massif de l’Analavelona”.

General remarks: Initially known only from the type series from Analavelona, 1 320 m, collected in 1955 (Lees et al., 2003).  This is a rare butterfly (Collins et al., 2003).  Uppersides of both sexes illustrated in colour for the first time by Collins et al. (2003).

Distribution: Madagascar.

Specific localities:

Madagascar – Analavelona (TL); Antsalova region (Collins et al., 2003); RS de Kasijy (Lees et al., 2003); Onilahy Valley (Lees et al., 2003).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

