SUBFAMILY BIBLIDINAE

Boisduval, 1833

Biblidinae Boisduval, 1833

Biblidini Boisduval, 1833

Epicaliini Guenée, 1865

Ageroniini Doubleday, 1847

Epiphilini Jenkins, 1987

Eubagini Burmeister, 1878

Callicorini Orfila, 1952
TRIBE BIBLIDINI

Boisduval, 1833

Genus Byblia Hübner, 1819
In: Hübner, [1816-[1826].  Verzeichniss bekannter Schmettlinge 28 (432 + 72 pp.). Augsburg.
Type-species: Papilio ilithyia Drury, by monotypy.

= Hypanis Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 203 (149-270).  Type-species: Hypanis anvatara Boisduval, by monotypy. [Invalid; junior homonym of Hypanis Ménétriés, 1832.]

An Afrotropical genus containing two species, one of which extends extralimitally.

Byblia anvatara (Boisduval, 1833)

Hypanis anvatara Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 204 (149-270).

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria, Cameroon, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Madagascar, Comoro Islands.

Common name: Common joker; African joker.

Habitat: Grassy savanna.  In Madagascar in forest margins and transformed grassland (Lees et al., 2003).  In West Africa mainly in Guinea savanna but readily colonizes degraded areas in the forest zone (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A common species (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight pattern is erratic and specimens keep just above ground level.  Specimens settle on low vegetation, with the wings held open.  Specimens may be seen feeding at muddy places, fermenting fruit, and sometimes excrement, but are seldom found feeding from flowers (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Larsen (2005a) notes that they are addicted to the fermenting sap oozing from wounds in the stems of shrubs such as Abutilon species and Solanum incanum.  Occasional large migrations have been noted, usually together with other species.  Such a migration, in a northerly direction, was noted at Natitingou in northern Benin by Larsen (1978).

Flight period: All year, with distinct seasonal forms.

Early stages:

Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 1: 263 and 266 [as Hypanis Ilithyia (Drury)].


Page 263:  “Pupa.  Slender, elongate, especially in abdominal region; anal extremity with suddenly-narrowed point of attachment from blunt end of abdomen.  Cephalic prominences well-marked, acutely pointed; dorso-thoracic elevation highly ridged to a sharp point; edges of wing-covers prominently ridged at shoulders and again at posterior angles, forming strong projections laterally; between these two hinder projections, at base of back of abdomen, a pointed tubercular prominence; two minute tubercular points on median line of back, about midway between base and extremity of abdomen.  Antennae-covers prominent.”  Page 266:  “Dull greenish-grey, antennae-cases pale-yellowish.  Attached to middle of a leaf.  Description of a living specimen sent to me from D’Urban, Natal, by Colonel Bowker, and received on 9th December 1878.  The imago emerged the next day, so in all probability the colour of the pupa was duller at an earlier date; it was a female of the Acheloia variety that emerged.”

Clark, in Van Son, 1979: 69 (Plate 50) [as Byblia acheloia acheloia].


“The eggs are laid singly on a leaf-stalk or a bud cluster.  They are pure white when laid, changing to pale yellow, 0,6 mm in diameter and 0,7 mm high, and have some 18 rows of spines, 14 spines per row; the spines are white and about 0,3 mm long.  The egg normally hatches in five days.  The young larva eats its way out near the top of the egg and generally devours the shell.  It is 1,7 mm long on hatching, pale yellow with brown markings on segments 3, 6 and part of 9 and 10; head and setae black, the latter finely barbed.  The larva feeds on young leaves, shoots or buds.  The instar lasts three days, the larva growing to 3,2-3,5 mm.  The second instar is more or less of the same colour pattern, but darker, the last three segments are yellow, and the setae are replaced by three rows of branched protuberances.  There are only two protuberances on the dorsal line, and these are on segemnts 10 and 11.  The larva lies on the surface of a leaf.  The instar lasts three days and the larvae grow to 6-6,7 mm.  The head is black and brown with small horns.  The third instar is still darker, the last three segements are pale salmon.  Head black or brown with fairly long black, spined horns.  The instar lasts three to four days, the larvae growing to 9-10,5 mm, the larger ones growing faster.  The fourth instar is black-brown with broad yellow dorsal line and brown lateral ridge; first segment yellow and the last three are inclining to salmon.  Head black, sometimes with brown or green.  The spines are longer.  The larvae grow to 11-12 mm, or to 15-17 mm the former in six days, the latter in five days.  The next instar is an additional one taken by the smaller larvae only.  The colour is between that of the fourth and the final instars.  The instar lasts six days, and the larvae grow to 18 mm.  In the final instar the larva is black, dark brown, or green, with a broad yellow dorsal line centrally blotched with salmon.  The first segment is yellow and the last three salmon.  The lateral line is salmon-brown, and yellow edged, brown centered salmon diagonal fringes, leaning posteriorly, strike up the sides.  The head is black and brown and may have greenish intrusions.  The larvae grow to 28-29 mm.  The five instar larvae take eight days and six instar ones, 13 days.  The pupa is suspended head down, secured by cremastral hooks only; it is 18-19 mm long, and the colour may be pinkish, dark chocolate or green.”

Larval food:

Dalechampia capensis Spreng. f. (Euphorbiaceae) [Clark, in Van Son, 1979: 70; (ssp. acheloia)].

Tragia glabrata (Mull. Arg.) Pax and K. Hffm. var. glabrata (Euphorbiaceae) [Clark, in Van Son, 1979: 70; as Tragia durbanensis Kuntze].

Tragia benthami (Euphorbiaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Tragia volubilis (Euphorbiaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Malacantha species (Sapotaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979; given in error – record belongs to Mesoxantha ethosea (Vuattoux, pers. com. Larsen, 2005a)].

Ricinus species (Euphorbiaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 133].

Tragia impedita (Euphorbiaceae) [Congdon and Collins, 1998: 43].

Byblia anvatara anvatara (Boisduval, 1833)

Hypanis anvatara Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 204 (149-270).

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar (including Gloriosa Islands), Comoro Islands
seriata Rothschild and Jordan, 1903 (as f. of Byblia anvatara anvatara).  Novitates Zoologicae 10: 527 (491-542).  Madagascar: “Morondawa, Madagascar”.
Byblia anvatara acheloia (Wallengren, 1857)

Hypanis acheloia Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 29 (55 pp.).
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Byblia anvatara acheloia.  Male WSF.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 47mm.  Durban.  3.1.1900.  A. Ross.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3635).
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Byblia anvatara acheloia.  Female WSF.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 45mm.  Cintsa East, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; 20-31 December, 2001; M.C. Williams (Williams collection).
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Byblia anvatara acheloia.  Female WSF aberration.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 45mm.  Cintsa East, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; 20-31 December 2001; M.C. Williams (Williams collection).
Type locality: South Africa: “Caffraria”.

Distribution: Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya, Tanzania (east, including islands of Pemba and Mafia), Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), Yemen, Saudi Arabia (south-west).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Mwinilunga; Victoria Falls; Mufulira; Ndola; Kitwe; Luanshya; Mpongwe; Kapiri Mposhi; Lusaka; Chinzambo, Luangwa Valley; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Namibia – Tsumeb (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Limpopo Province – Duivelskloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Margate (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – East London (Pringle, et al., 1994); Cintsa East (Williams & Dobsons).
castanea Butler, 1886 (as sp. of Hypanis).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1885: 759 (756-776).  Somalia: “Somaliland”.
vulgaris Staudinger, 1886 in Staudinger and Schatz, 1884-8 (as var. of Hypanis ilithyia).  Exotischer Schmetterlinge 1: 106 (333 pp.). Bayern.  No locality given.
albitrimacula Strand, 1911 (as ab. of Byblia acheloia vulgaris).  Entomologische Rundschau 28: 137 (137-141).  Ethiopia: “Eli”.
holobrunnea Vári, 1976 (as ab. of Byblia acheloia).  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 30: 127 (121-144).  Namibia: “South West Africa, Great Waterberg, Otjiwarongo Distr.”.
similata van Son, 1979 (as f. of Byblia acheloia acheloia).  Transvaal Museum Memoires No. 22: 69 (286 pp.).  South Africa: “Umhloti”.
Byblia anvatara boydi Dixey, 1898

Byblia boydi Dixey, 1898 in Dixey, et al., 1898.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1898: 375 (372-391).

Type locality: Yemen: “Socotra”.

Distribution: Yemen (island of Socotra).
Byblia anvatara crameri Aurivillius, 1894

Byblia ilithyia var. crameri Aurivillius, 1894.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 15: 279 (273-314).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bonge”.

Diagnosis: Compared to the nominate subspecies the ochreous areas are reduced and are paler in colour (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Senegal (east), Gambia, Guinea-Bisaau, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, to Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west - Kagera Region).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Niokolo-Koba (Larsen, 2005a).

Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon, et al., 2001).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
fasciata Rothschild and Jordan, 1903 (as f. of Byblia anvatara crameri).  Novitates Zoologicae 10: 528 (491-542).  Ghana: “Accra, Gold Coast”.
infuscata Schultze, 1920 (as ab. of Byblia acheloia).  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika-Expedition 1 (14): 799 (639-829).  Cameroon: “Süd-Kamerun: Molundu”.

nigrifusa Joicey and Talbot, 1921 (as f. of Byblia acheloia crameri).  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 55 (40-166).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “in an open part of the forest on the Lindi River, near Bafwasende”.
greenawayi Stoneham, 1965 (as f. of Byblia acheloia).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (81): [1] ([3 pp.]).  Uganda: “Budama Forest, Uganda”.
Byblia ilithyia (Drury, 1773)

Papilio ilithyia Drury, 1773.  Illustrations of Natural History 2: index et 29 (90 pp.). London.
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Byblia ilithyia.  Male DSF.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 45mm.  V.-L. Kal. Exp.  Tsotsorogo Pan.  27/6/30.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3638).
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Byblia ilithyia.  Female, wet season form.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 46mm.  Pienaars River, Limpopo Province, South Africa.  7 February, 1971.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).

Type locality: Senegal.

Diagnosis: Distinguished from B. anvatara by the row of black discal spots on the hindwing upperside.  In addition the black costal margin of the forewing is narrower in ilithyia and does not extend as far towards the outer margin of the wing (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Senegal (TL), Burkina Faso, Ghana (north), Benin, Nigeria (north), Ethiopia, Tanzania, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana (north), Nambia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland, Lesotho, Yemen, Oman.

Extralimitally in Pakistan, India, Sri-Lanka.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – coastal areas, inland to the northern Highlands and central Tanzania (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Livingstone; Victoria Falls (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams); Mountain Sanctuary N.R. (Williams).

Gauteng – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001); Buffelsdrif Conservancy (Williams).

Free State Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953)

KwaZulu-Natal – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953)

Eastern Cape Province – near Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Zuurberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Butterworth (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River.

Swaziland – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

Lesotho – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953)

Common name: Spotted joker; joker.

Habitat: Dry savanna.  In Tanzania it is found at altitudes from sea-level to 1 800 m (Kielland, 1990).  It often occurs in vegetation growing on termitaria, together with species of Colotis (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Specimens are attracted to fermenting fruit (Kielland, 1990).  Males may defend a particular territory for days on end.  Although largely allopatric, ilithyia and acheloia are sympatric in some localities, sharing the same host plants where they fly together (Larsen, 2005a).  Modest numbers of indidvuals were noted migrating with huge numbers of Catopsilia florella in Botswana by Larsen, in March, 1991 (1992).

Flight period: All year, with distinct seasonal forms (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Fawcett, 1903: 166.

Seth-Smith, 1938.

Clark, in Van Son, 1979: 71 (plate 51) [as Byblia ilithyia].


“According to Clark the early stages of ilithyia are very similar to those of acheloia [= anvatara], and the eggs and larvae of the two species are difficult to separate; the eggs vary slightly in size with different females.  However, in ilithyia the dorsal line of the larva stops on the leading edge of segment 11, while in acheloia it continues right through.  Both species vary much in the colour of their larvae and pupae, and the egg and first larval instar of both are very similar to those of hiarbas and dryope.  The variability of the number of rows and the number of spines per row of the larvae in each species make separation almost impossible; the number of branches on the protuberances is larger in Byblia Hübner than in Eurytela Boisduval, and the horns of the head are shorter and more sprayed out.  There is, however, a considerable difference in the shape of the pupae.  The egg of ilithyia hatches after five to eight days.  The duration and size of each larval instar is as tabulated below.  The pupa is 18 mm long.

	INSTAR
	SIZE in mm
	DAYS

	1
	1,5 to 3
	4 to 5

	2
	3 to 4,5-6
	5 to 6

	3
	4,5-6 to 9-10
	4 to 7

	4
	9-10 to 13-14
	5 to 10

	5
	13-14 to 26-32
	9 to 13

	Total
	
	27 to 41


Larval food:

Tragia species (Euphorbiaceae) [Fawcett, 1903: 166].

Tragia glabrata (Mull. Arg.) Pax and K. Hoffm. var. glabrata (Euphorbiaceae) [Platt, 1921: 102].

Dalechampia species (Euphorbiaceae) [Van Son, 1979: 71].

Dalechampia capensis Spreng. f. (Euphorbiaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 114].
polinice Stoll, 1782 in Stoll, [1780-2] (as sp. of Papilio).  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 4 [part]: 169 (29-252).  Amsteldam & Utrecht.  India: “Coromandel”.
gotzius Herbst, 1798 (as sp. of Papilio).  Natursystem aller bekannten in- und ausländischen Insekten. Der Schmetterlinge 9: 193 (205 pp.). Berlin.  India: “Coromandel”.
cora Feisthamel, 1850 (as sp. of Hypanis).  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (2) 8: 249 (247-262).  Senegal: Cazamance”.
badiata Grünberg, 1910 (as var. of Byblia ilithyia).  Denkschriften der Medizinisch-Naturwissenschaftlichen Gesellschaft zu Jena 16: 105 (91-146).  Botswana: “Labatsi”.
aestivalis Ungemach, 1932 (as f. of Byblia ilithyia).  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 63 (1-122).  Ethiopia: “Diré-Daoua”.
Genus Mesoxantha Aurivillius, 1899
In: Aurivillius, 1898-9.  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 153, 157 (1-561).
Type-species: Papilio ethosea Drury, by monotypy.

An Afrotropical genus containing a single species.

Mesoxantha ethosea (Drury, 1782)

Papilio ethosea Drury, 1782.  Illustrations of Natural History 3: index et 51 (76 pp.). London.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Guinea, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Tanzania, Mozambique.

Common name: Drury’s delight.

Habitat: Lowland forest, including secondary forest (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania it is found at altitudes from 800 to 1 200 m, occasionally up to 1 500 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: This is a somewhat scarce butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is weak and hovering, usually about a metre above the ground (Larsen, 2005a), but sometimes high up in trees (Kielland, 1990).  Contesting males can fly much faster (Larsen, 2005a).  It tends to keep to the denser parts of the forest (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Tragia brevipes (Euphorbiaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 133].
Malacantha alnifolia (Sapotaceae) [Vuattoux, pers. com. Larsen, 2005a].
Mesoxantha ethosea ethosea (Drury, 1782)

Papilio ethosea Drury, 1782.  Illustrations of Natural History 3: index et 51 (76 pp.). London.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Guinea, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nimbas (Larsen, 2005a).
Mesoxantha ethosea ethoseoides Rebel, 1914

Mesoxantha ethoseoides Rebel, 1914.  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 28: 240 (219-294).

Type locality: Cameron: “Kamerun”; Sierra Leone.  Larsen (2005a: 344) designated the Cameroon type specimen as the lectotype.

Distribution: Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (east and south).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
albeola Rothschild, 1918 (as ssp. of Mesoxantha ethosea).  Novitates Zoologicae 25: 343 (338-345).  Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja River, Cameroons”; Gabon: “Lake Azingo, Gaboon, Ogowe River”; Democratic Republic of Congo: “10 and 15 days from Fort Beni, Congo, Luebo, Kassai River, Gallery Forest, Rutchuru River”. 
Mesoxantha ethosea reducta Rothschild, 1918

Mesoxantha ethosea reducta Rothschild, 1918.  Novitates Zoologicae 25: 343 (338-345).

Type locality: Uganda: “Port Alice, Kampala, Entebbe, Monyoro, Unyoro”.   Mozambique: “Delagoa Bay”.  [False locality.]

Diagnosis: Compared to the other subspecies the forewing pale markings are reduced but in Tanzania some specimens similar to ssp. ethoseoides occur (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Sudan (south), Uganda, Tanzania (west), Mozambique (erroneous?).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kigoma District (Kielland, 1990).
katera Stoneham, 1935 (as sp. of Mesoxantha).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (25): [2] ([2 pp.]).  Uganda: “Katera, Uganda Protectorate”.
Genus Ariadne Horsfield, 1829
In: Horsfield, [1828-9].  A descriptive catalogue of the lepidopterous insects contianed in the museum of the Honourable East India Company [3] (1: 1-80; 2: 81-144.). London.
Type-species: Papilio coryta Cramer, by monotypy [extralimital].

Synonym based on extralimital type-species: Ergolis Boisduval, 1836.

An Old World genus of 14 species, five of which are Afrotropical.

Ariadne actisanes (Hewitson, 1875)

Ergolis actisanes Hewitson, 1875.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 11: 183 (182-184).

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”; Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Benin City (Larsen, 2005a); Sapoba (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Large castor.

Habitat: Disturbed areas in forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A rather scarce butterfly, with a stronger flight, higher above the ground, when compared to other species in the genus (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Ariadne albifascia (Joicey & Talbot, 1921)

Ergolis albifascia Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 52 (40-166).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Semliki Valley, Ruwenzori”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west).


Recorded in error from Senegal by Carcasson (1981) (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: White-banded castor.

Habitat: Forest, especially open degraded habitats (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Populations of this butterfly occur both allopatrically and sympatrically with those of A. enotrea, but A. albifascia is decidedly scarcer on the whole (Larsen, 2005a).  The behaviour is virtually identical to that of A. enotrea (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: The same as for A. enotrea (Larsen, 2005a) [Check Fontaine, 1981].
Ariadne enotrea (Cramer, 1779)

Papilio enotrea Cramer, 1779 in Cramer, [1779-80].  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 3: 73 (176 pp.). Amsteldam & Utrecht.

Type locality: “la Côte d’Afrique”.  Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leona”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon Congo, Central African Republic, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Common name: African castor.

Habitat: Forest, especially disturbed areas, and heavy woodland.  In Tanzania ssp. archeri occurs at altitudes from 1 000 to 1 500 m and ssp. suffusa from 800 to 1 200 m (Kielland, 1990).  In West Africa it is found in disturbed areas in the forest zone (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A common butterfly that keeps to open places (Larsen, 2005a), hovering around bushes, especially near damp places and stream banks (Kielland, 1990).  The flight pattern is like that of a species of Neptis, but is slower (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Tragia benthami (Euphorbiaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Tragia volubilis (Euphorbiaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Tragia brevipes (Euphorbiaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 133].

Dalechampia ipomaefolia (Euphorbiaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 133].

Ariadne enotrea enotrea (Cramer, 1779)

Papilio enotrea Cramer, 1779 in Cramer, [1779-80].  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 3: 73 (176 pp.). Amsteldam & Utrecht.

Type locality: “la Côte d’Afrique”.  Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leona”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon, et al., 2001).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

alphaea Drury, 1782 (as sp. of Papilio).  Illustrations of Natural History 3: index et 49 (76 pp.). London.  Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon”.
Ariadne enotrea archeri Carcasson, 1958

Ariadne archeri Carcasson, 1958.  Occasional Papers. Coryndon Memorial Museum, Nairobi 5: 4 (3-9).

Type locality: Angola: “Gobela [sic], Angola (Portuguese West Africa)’.

Distribution: Tanzania (west), Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (south).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mpanda: Sibweza; Kampisa; Wanzizi; Ntakatta.  Kigoma: Lubalizi River(Kielland, 1990).  In Tanzania it appears to be intermixed with ssp. suffusa (Kielland, 1990).

Note: Larsen (2005a) believes that archeri may be a distinct species.
Ariadne enotria suffusa (Joicey & Talbot, 1921)

Ergolis enotria suffusa Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 52 (40-166).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Albertville, Congo Belge”.

Diagnosis: Compared to ssp. archeri the underside is darker, the upperside of the male lacks the paler median areas and the female is greyer (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Cameroon (east), Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mpanda and Kigoma (Kielland, 1990).
Ariadne pagenstecheri (Suffert, 1904)

Ergolis pagenstecheri Suffert, 1904.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 125 (124-132).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Bukoba am Victoria Nyanza”.

Diagnosis: Smaller than A. enotrea with more evenly curved brown bands on the upperside of the wings and the underside of both wings with three clearly defined reddish brown bands (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Sudan (south), Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west), Democratic Republic of Congo (east and central).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Gashaka-Gumpti National Park, Mambilla Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Mpanda and Kigoma (Kielland, 1990).

Common name: Scalloped castor.

Habitat: Margins of submontane and montane forest.  In Tanzania at altitudes from 1 200 to 2 300 m, i.e. generally higher up than A. enotrea (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Has a slow flight typical of the genus (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Tragia brevipes (Euphorbiaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 133].
murina Bartel, 1905 (as sp. of Ergolis).  Novitates Zoologicae 12: 135 (129-152).  Cameroon: “Kamerun (Jaunde-Station, offne Stelle im Urwald)”.
aurantiaca Heron, 1909 (as f. of Ergolis pagenstecheri).  Transactions of the Zoological Society of London 19: 154 (141-178).  Uganda: “Mubuku Valley, E. Ruwenzori. Ruwenzori. Toro”.
Ariadne personata (Joicey & Talbot, 1921)

Ergolis personata Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 53 (40-166).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Upper Kassai District”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Uele, Ituri, Tshopo, Tshuapa, Kasai, Sankuru).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Neptidopsis Aurivillius, 1899
In: Aurivillius, 1898-9.  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 153, 155 (1-561).
Type-species: Papilio ophione Cramer, by subsequent designation (Munroe, 1949.  Journal of the New York Entomological Society 57: 72 (67-78).).

An Afrotropical genus containing two species.

Neptidopsis fulgurata (Boisduval, 1833)

Libythea fulgurata Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 200 (149-270).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Tamatave [Toamasina]”.

Diagnosis: Similar to N. ophione but the forewing subapical white band and the discal spots from space 1 to vein 4 are entire; hind wing with a wide white median band (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Mozambique, Madagascar.

Common name: Barred false sailer.

Habitat: Coastal forest and coastal forest-savanna mosaic.  In Tanzania it is found at altitudes up to 500 m (Kielland, 1990).  In Madagascar in forest margins and transformed grassland (Lees et al., 2003).

Habits: The habits are the same as those of N. ophione.  Specimens come to traps baited with fermented banana (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Van Son (1979) records them feeding from the tips of tall grass at Dondo; while feeding the wings were held open and are moved slowly up and down.

Flight period: April to September (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptidopsis fulgurata fulgurata (Boisduval, 1833)

Libythea fulgurata Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 200 (149-270).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Tamatave [Toamasina]”.

Distribution: Madagascar.
pseudoplatyptera Strand, 1912 (as ab. of Neptidopsis fulgurata).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.1.): 68 (67-92).  Madagascar: “S.W. Madagaskar, Andranohinaly”.
Neptidopsis fulgurata platyptera Rothschild & Jordan, 1903

Neptidopsis fulgurata platyptera Rothschild & Jordan, 1903.  Novitates Zoologicae 10: 526 (491-542).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mikindani, German East Africa”.

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Mozambique.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Dendene Forest; Pugu Hills; Saje in the Kilombero Valley; foot of the Uluguru Mountains; Pemba Island (Kielland, 1990).

Mozambique – Dondo Forest (H. Cookson); Maronga Forest (Kroon).
Neptidopsis ophione (Cramer, 1777)

Papilio ophione Cramer, 1777.  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waereld-deelen Asia, Africa en America 2: 27 (151 pp.). Amsteldam & Utrecht.

Type locality: West Africa: “Côte de Guinée”.

Diagnosis: Differs from N. fulgurata in that the forewing white band is divided into two spots by the veins (in ophione the band is entire) (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Sudan, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe.

Common name: Scalloped false sailer; scalloped sailer.

Habitat: Forest edges, secondary forest and dense woodland.  In Tanzania it occurs from near sea level to 2 200 m (Kielland, 1990).  In the forest biome it is found on the edges of the forest and in secondary growth (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A fairly common species (Larsen, 2005a).  When in flight it reminds one of a species of Neptis but the flight is weaker (Larsen, 2005a).  Flies rather feebly on the edges of bush or in glades, often near streams.  Usually settles on low vegetation.  Specimens are attracted to fermenting bananas (Pringle, et al., 1994) and to sap exuding from the branches of trees and shrubs (Larsen, 2005a).  When two males meet they may engage in a rather genteel fight, slowly circling each other (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: January to September (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Aurivillius, 1906: 3 (Aurivillius, C.  Verzeichnis von Lepidopteren, gesammelt bei Mukimbunga am unteren Kongo von Herrn E. Laman.  Ark. Zool. 3 (1): 1-16).


“The lightly (green?) coloured larva has a black spiny head with two long cephalic processes; the body segments 1-3 have three spines on each side, of which those of the 1st segment are short and quite simple; the segments 4-9 have four spines on each side, the segments 10 and 11 three on each side and besides a single one at middle of the back; the last segment has only two developed spines.  The spines are armed at the tip with strong thorns which arise at almost the same level.  The pupa, of which only the empty skin is available, is darker than that of Byblia, but otherwise almost exactly similarly formed.”  “NOTE:  Aurivillius’ figure of the larval head shows that the cephalic processes are much shorter and thicker than those of Byblia Hübner (Aurivillius, 1906: fig. 2).”

Larval food:

Tragia benthami (Euphorbiaceae) [Vuattoux & Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Tragia brevipes (Euphorbiaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 134].

Tragia impedita (Euphorbiaceae) [Heath et al., 2002: 59].

Probably Ricinus species (Euphorbiaceae) [Larsen, 2005a (Kenya)].

Neptidopsis ophione ophione (Cramer, 1777)

Papilio ophione Cramer, 1777.  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waereld-deelen Asia, Africa en America 2: 27 (151 pp.). Amsteldam & Utrecht.

Type locality: West Africa: “Côte de Guinée”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko), Gabon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).
valentina Cramer, 1780 in Cramer [1779-80] (as sp. of Papilio).  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 3: 76 (176 pp.).  Amsteldam & Utrecht. [West Africa]: “l’Isle Molucque d’Amboine”. [False locality.]
morgani Doubleday, 1848 (as sp. of Eurytela).  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: pl. 31 [1848], 409 [1851] (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.  “Western Africa”; Sierra Leone; Liberia: “Cape Palmas”. [Invalid; manuscript name first introduced in synonymy.]

velleda Mabille, 1890 (as sp. of Eurytela).  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 10: 19 (17-51).  Ivory Coast: “Assinie”.
Neptidopsis ophione nucleata Grünberg, 1911

Neptidopsis ophione var. nucleata Grünberg, 1911.  Wissenschaftliche Ergibnisse der Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1907-1908. 3 (17): 526 (506-560), 4 pls. Leipzig.
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Neptidopsis ophione nucleata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 48mm.  Musisi Mt., Zambia.  3 Jan 1983.  R.J. Dowsett. No. 823.  (Henning collection - H198).


Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Westl. v. Ruwenzori, Fort Beni”.

Distribution: Angola (north), Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Sudan (south), Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – widespread (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Mwinilunga (Terblanche); Mafinga Mountains (Heath) (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Vumba Mountains; Mount Selinda; Bomponi; Pungwe Bridge (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Mozambique – Amatongas; Dondo; Maronga Forest; Buzi (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Genus Eurytela Boisduval, 1833
Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 202 (149-270).
Type-species: Papilio dryope Cramer, by subsequent designation (Scudder, 1875.   Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 10: 175 (91-293).).

An Afrotropical genus containing four species.

Eurytela alinda Mabille, 1893

Eurytela alinda Mabille, 1893.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 37: 50 (50-65).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Assini, à la côte de Guinée”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko), Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.


Although the type locality is in Ivory Coast and the species has purportedly been recorded from Ghana, Larsen (2005a) doubts that alinda occurs west of the Dahomey Gap.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Isiro (Fontaine, 1981).

Common name: Forest golden piper.

Habitat: Clearings and secondary growth near forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A generally uncommon butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Tetracarpidium conophorum (Euphorbiaceae) [Fontaine, 1981 (Democratic Rebublic of Congo)].
Eurytela dryope (Cramer, [1775])

Papilio dryope Cramer, [1775].  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 1: 125 (155 pp.). Amsteldam and Utrecht.

Type locality: “la Côte de Guinée”; Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leona”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Angola, Uganda, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa, Swaziland, Saudi Arabia, Yemen,  Madagascar, Comoro Islands.

Common name: Golden piper.

Habitat: Disturbed habitats in drier forest and the forest/savanna ecotone (Larsen, 2005a).  Also in moist savanna.  In Tanzania occurs from sea-level to 2 200 m but is uncommon at higher altitudes (Kielland, 1990).  In Madagacar in forest margins (Lees et al., 2003).

Habits: Has a hovering flight around bushes and other low vegetation.  Both sexes are attracted to fermenting sap oozing from holes in the trunks of trees as well as to over-ripe fruit (Kielland, 1990).  What appeared to be a small migration in Kakum, Ghana was witnessed by Larsen (2005a).

Flight period: All year.

Early stages:

Monteiro, in Trimen & Bowker, 1889: 404 [as Eurytela Dryope; Maputo (as Delagoa Bay)].


“Mrs. Monteiro sent me the wings of this butterfly from Delagoa Bay, and informed me that she had reared it from a green larva, closely set with green branched spines and bearing two brown horns on the head, which fed on the castor-oil plant.”

Fountaine, 1911: 59.  [as Eurytela dryope; ?Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa].

Clark, in Van Son, 1979: 64 (Plate 48) [as Eurytela dryope].


“The eggs are laid singly on the surface of a leaf in the case of Ricinus, and on young shoots or on stalks in the case of Tragia.  They are pure white, have 18 rows of 14 moles bearing white bristles, and measures 0,8 mm in diameter and height.  They hatch after four to seven days.  The young larva eats its way out at the top and may eat the discarded shell.  On Tragia it rests on the midrib of a young leaf and feeds on the surface, and in the case of Ricinus it starts feeding on the surface next to the egg.  The size and duration of each instar are as follows:

	INSTAR
	SIZE (mm)
	DAYS

	1
	1,5 to 3,5
	4 to 5

	2
	3,5 to 6,5
	3 to 5

	3
	6,5 to 10
	3 to 6

	4
	10 to 15
	4 to 9

	5
	15 to 29
	7 to 11

	Total
	
	21 to 36


There is much colour variation in all the instars, and the larvae may be predominantly chocolate, olive, grey or light green, but they do not necessarily remain true to one colour group throughout.  In the first three instars there is a darkening of segments 3, 6 and 10.  The mechanism of the anal comb is interesting: the two main ejector horns are held by two forked triggers which release the horns with a jerk.  The pupae vary in colour as much as the larvae.  They are 18,5 mm long and are suspended by cremastral hooks which are placed more on the dorsal side than on the anal one.  The imago emerges after 12-19 days.”

Larval food:

Ricinus communis L.  (Euphorbiaceae) (exotic) [Monteiro, in Trimen & Bowker, 1889: 404; Platt, 1921: 102].

Tragia glabrata (Mull. Arg.) Pax and K. Hoffm. var. glabrata (Euphorbiaceae) [Platt, 1921: 102; as Tragia durbanensis Kuntze].

Tragia benthamii Bak. (syn. cordifolia Benth.) (Euphorbiaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 321; Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Tragia volubilis (Euphorbiaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Paullinia pinnata (Euphorbiaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Lecaniodiscus cupanioides (Sapindaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Grewia carpinifolia (Tiliaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Holarrhena floribunda (Apocynaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Gitara species (Euphorbiaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 134; as Gitega species].

Tragia brevipes (Euphorbiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 59].

Dalechampia capensis (Euphorbiaceae) [Nichols teste Botha & Botha, 2006].

Tragiella natalensis (Euphorbiaceae) [Nichols teste Botha & Botha, 2006].
Eurytela dryope dryope (Cramer, [1775])

Papilio dryope Cramer, [1775].  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 1: 125 (155 pp.). Amsteldam and Utrecht.

Type locality: “la Côte de Guinée”; Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leona”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (central and north).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Cape Coast (Larsen, 2005a).

Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon, et al., 2001).
Eurytela dryope angulata Aurivillius, 1899

Eurytela dryope var. angulata Aurivillius, 1899 in Aurivillius, 1898-9.  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 154 (1-561).
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Eurytela dryope angulata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 50mm.  Durban.  14.8.1900.  A. Ross.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3642).

[image: image15.jpg]


[image: image16.jpg]



Eurytela dryope angulata (close to ab. flavescens).  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 50mm.  La Lucia, Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, March 2000.  M.C. Williams.
Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (extreme east and south), Angola, Uganda, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania (including Pemba), Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – widespread (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Mwinilunga; Mufulira; Mpongwe; Chisamba; Lusaka; Chiawa; Mporokoso; Lumangwe Falls; Kalambo Falls; Mbala – Tunduma road; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Mica (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetsi (Swanepoel, 1953); Molomo’s location (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Wyliespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Waterpoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953); Tubex (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Komatipoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Marieps Kop (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg district (Swanepoel, 1953).

North-West Province – Utopia Resort (J. & C. Dobson).

KwaZulu-Natal – Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953), Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Richards Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Umzumbe (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Eastern Cape Province – Port St Johns (McMaster).
Eurytela dryope brittoni Gabriel, 1954

Eurytela dryope brittoni Gabriel, 1954.  British Museum (Natural History) expedition to south-west Arabia 1937-8 1: 359 (351-391).

Type locality: Yemen: “Yemen: Usaifre, 1 mile N. of Ta’izz”.

Distribution: Saudi Arabia (south-west), Yemen.
Eurytela dryope lineata Aurivillius, 1899

Eurytela dryope var. lineata Aurivillius, 1899 in Aurivillius, 1898-9.  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 154 (1-561).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagaskar”.

Distribution: Madagascar, Comoro Islands.
Eurytela hiarbas (Drury, 1782)

Papilio hiarbas Drury, 1782.  Illustrations of Natural History 3: index et 17 (76 pp.). London.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi,  Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Common name: Pied piper.

Habitat: Moist woodland and forest.  Mostly found in open and degraded areas in the forest zone (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania it is found at alttudes from 800 to 2 300 m and appears to be commoner at the higher altitudes (the reverse position of E. dryope) (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Flies slowly to rapidly along the edge of the bush, settling frequently on leaves, with the wings held open.  The flight pattern is characterized by a single wing stroke followed by a relatively lengthy period of gliding before the wings are again beaten and the glide repeated.  They are wary and if disturbed they will rapidly flutter away among the branches of trees.  Males establish territories, usually centered on a particular bush, which they will defend for days on end (Pringle, et al., 1994).  On the wing it is easily confused with a species of Neptis.  Both sexes are readily attracted to fermenting fruit (Kielland, 1990) and sucking trees (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: All year.

Early stages:

Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 1: 259 [as Eurytela Hiarbas (Drury); Natal; (ssp. angustata)].


“Larva.  Green or greenish, paler on under surface, with elevated sub-spinous dorsal and sub-spiracular lateral tubercular processes terminating in a stellate tuft of three to five bristles; processes on second and third segments only half the length of those on fourth to tenth sebments, but on eleventh and twelfth much longer than the latter.  A sub-spiracular white or whitish longitudinal stripe, interrupted obliquely on each segment from fifth to tenth; below this stripe, on third and fourth segments, a black streak.  Granulated black dorsal patches on fourth, sixth, seventh, and eleventh segments.  Head dark-brown or blackish, slightly larger than next segment, bearing in front two long, upright, outwardly-curving, rather widely-divergent horns, thickened and branched at the tip, and irregularly spined throughout; these horns are black in front and sandy-coloured behind; the face flat, edged with white, and closely set with white hairs or bristles.  Length, 1 to 1¼ inch.”  “Pupa.  Green, darker on back; wing-covers finely edged and transversly streaked with dark-brown or blackish; also the following blackish marks, viz., a dot on each wing-cover, on each side of the thorax and abdomen, and on the head.  In form, the head is acutely bifid; lateral angles at bases of wing-covers very prominent; wing-covers flattened, sharply angulated, and extended far out from the body; thorax rounded, expanded; back prominent; abdomen more or less angular, slightly curved inward, bifid at tip.  The chrysalis state lasts from ten to fifteen days.  The above descriptions of larva and pupa are from notes and drawings furnished by Captain H.C. Harford and Mr. W.D. Gooch.  Both these gentleman reared the butterfly on the Natal Coast.  Captain Harford notes that the larva, like those of many Nymphalidae, has a habit of wagging its head about – doubtless a menacing gesture, to which the long antler-like horns would give point.  He also remarks that it spins a web to lie upon over the surface of a leaf.  Mr. Gooch observes that the larva presents a variety in which all the body except the spiracular stripe is blackish.”

Fawcett, 1903: 166 (ssp. angustata).

Fountaine, 1911: 59 (ssp. angustata; ?Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa).

Poulton, 1912: xix (ssp. angustata).


Lamborn, who bred both dryope and hiarbas in the Lagos district in Nigeria noted that “it was obvious that the lateral extension of the pupal wings, as seen from a dorsal view, was greater in hiarbas than in dryope.”

Pinhey, 1949: 72 (ssp. lita).

Dickson, 1972: 33 (ssp. angustata).

Clark, in Van Son, 1979: 66 (Plate 49) [as Eurytela hiarbas angustata].


“The life history of this species is the same as that of E. dryope, except that it prefers Tragia and Dalechampia as food-plants.  The eggs are indistinguishable one from the other, but the spines on the first larval instar are entirely black as against the white-tipped black spines of dryope.  The protuberances and the final heads also show a difference.  The pupae are indistinguishable.”

Larval food:

Dalechampia capensis Spreng. f. (Euphorbiaceae) [Harford and Gooch, in Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 1: 260; Natal coast; ssp. angustata].

Tragia species (Euphorbiaceae) [Fawcett, 1903: 166; ssp. angustata].

Tragia glabrata (Mull. Arg.) Pax and K. Hoffm. var. glabrata (Euphorbiaceae) [Platt, 1921: 102; as Tragia durbanensis Kuntze; ssp. angustata].

Tragia benthamii Bak. (syn. cordifolia Benth.) (Euphorbiaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 321; ssp. lita].

Ricinus communis L.  (Euphorbiaceae) (exotic) [Van Someren, 1974: 321; ssp. lita].

Tragia brevipes (Euphorbiaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 134; ssp. lita and hiarbas].

Tragiella natalensis (Euphorbiaceae) [Nichols teste Botha & Botha, 2006].
Eurytela hiarbas hiarbas (Drury, 1782)

Papilio hiarbas Drury, 1782.  Illustrations of Natural History 3: index et 17 (76 pp.). London.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – from Ufipa to the Ugandan border (Kielland, 1990).

Eurytela hiarbas abyssinica Rothschild & Jordan, 1903

Eurytela hiarbas abyssinica Rothschild & Jordan, 1903.  Novitates Zoologicae 10: 525 (491-542).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Banka”.

Distribution: Ethiopia.

Eurytela hiarbas angustata Aurivillius, 1894

Eurytela hiarbas var. angustata Aurivillius, 1894.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 15: 278 (273-314).
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Eurytela hiarbas angustata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 50mm.  Cintsa East, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa;  20-31 December 2001; M.C. Williams (Williams collection).
Type locality: South Africa: “Südafrika”.

Diagnosis: Subspecies lita can be distinguished from ssp. angustata by the broader white tranverse band on the hindwing and the less angulate forewing distal margin (Pringle, et al., 1994). 

Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Woodbush (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Entabeni Forest (Swanepoel, 1953); Louis Trichardt (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Graskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Marieps Kop (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Oribi Gorge (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Karkloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Zuurberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Cookhouse (Swanepoel, 1953); Hogsback (Swanepoel, 1953); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953); Cintsa East (Williams).

Western Cape Province – Knysna (Swanepoel, 1953); Wilderness (Pringle, et al., 1994).
flavescens Aurivillius, 1894 (as ab. of Eurytela hiarbas).  Entomologisk Tidskrift 15: 278 (273-314).  No locality given.
angustissima Strand, 1916 in Strand, 1916-18 (as sp. of Eurytela).  Lepidoptera Niepeltiana 2: 7 (1-26 (1916); 1-14 (1918)).  No locality given.
Eurytela hiarbas lita Rothschild & Jordan, 1903

Eurytela hiarbas lita Rothschild & Jordan, 1903.  Novitates Zoologicae 10: 525 (491-542).
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Eurytela hiarbas lita.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 46mm.  W. Kenya, Kakamega, Kakamega Forest.  1650 m.  2.XI.1988.  M.A. Newport.  (Newport Collection).
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Eurytela hiarbas lita.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 54mm.  W. Kenya, Kakamega, Kakamega Forest.  1650 m.  3.XI.1988.  M.A. Newport.  (Newport Collection).
Type locality: Kenya: “Kikuyu Escarpment”.

Diagnosis: Differs from the nominate subspecies in the very reduced white band on the upperside of the wings (Kielland, 1990).  Subspecies lita can be distinguished from ssp. angustata by the broader white tranverse band on the hindwing and the less angulate forewing distal margin (Pringle, et al., 1994). 

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (eastern border).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – in the eastern and central areas (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Mutare; Vumba; Chipinga; Mount Selinda (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Eurytela narinda Ward, 1872

Eurytela narinda Ward, 1872.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 9: 148 (147-149).

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Primary forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
