TRIBE ELYMNIINI

Herrich-Schaeffer, 1864

Genus Elymniopsis Fruhstorfer, 1907
Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 20: 171, 173 (157-252).

Type-species: Papilio phegea Fabricius, by subsequent designation (Hemming, 1943.  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 12: 24 (23-30).).

Synonym of Elymnias Hübner, 1818.  Fox, 1965, syn. nov.
Elymniopsis Fruhstorfer, 1907.  Larsen, 2005a, stat. nov.

A monobasic Afrotropical genus, most closely related to the Oriental Elymnias Hübner, 1818.  Both of these genera have palms (Arecaceae) as larval host-plants.

Elymniopsis bammakoo (Westwood, [1851])

Melanitis bammakoo Westwood, [1851] in Doubleday & Westwood, [1846-52].  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: 405 (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.

Elymnias bammakoo (Westwood, [1851]).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Elymniopsis bammakoo (Westwood, [1851]).  Larsen, 2005a: 283.

Type locality: Ghana: “Ashanti”.

Distribution: Senegal, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.


Misattributed to the Malagasy fauna by Mabille [1887] (Lees et al., 2003).

Common name: African palmfly.

Habitat: Forest.  Also in degraded forest so long as there is canopy (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: In flight confusingly similar to Acraea poggei; the white form of bammakoo behaves like, and mimics, the female of Papilio cynorta.  Specimens are often attracted to fermented bananas (Congdon and Collins, 1998).  It has been noted imbibing sap from wounds in trees, especially toddy palms (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens often settle on leaves and palm fronds (Larsen, 2005a).  

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Elaeis guineensis (Arecaceae) [Vuattoux, 1994 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].

Phoenix reclinata (Arecaceae) [Vuattoux, 1994 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].

Raphia hookeri (Arecaceae) [Vuattoux, 1994 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].
Elymniopsis bammakoo bammakoo (Westwood, [1851])

Melanitis bammakoo Westwood, [1851] in Doubleday & Westwood, [1846-52].  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: 405 (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.

Elymnias bammakoo bammakoo (Westwood, [1851]).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Elymniopsis bammakoo bammakoo (Westwood, [1851]).  Larsen, 2005a: 283.

Type locality: Ghana: “Ashanti”.

Distribution: Senegal, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (excluding east).

Specific localities:

Senegal - Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a; single record).

Ghana – Ashanti (TL).

Nigeria – Ikoyi gardens, Lagos (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
phegea Fabricius, 1793 (as sp. of Papilio).  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 132 (488 pp.). [W. Africa]: “India”. [False locality.]  This is a description of the morph with orange markings.
intermedia Aurivillius, 1899 in Aurivillius, 1898-9 (as var. of Elymnias phegea).  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 45 (1-561).  No locality given.
angustata Bartel, 1905 (as ab. of Elymnias phegea).  Novitates Zoologicae 12: 129 (129-152).  Cameroon: “Kamerun, Barombi Station”.
hybrida Niepelt, 1915 (as var. of Elymniopsis bammakoo).  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 9: 58 (58).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kassaifluss, Kongostaat”.
lise Hemming, 1960 (as replacement name for Papilio phegea).  Annotationes lepidopterologicae (Part 1): 30 (30).
Elymniopsis bammakoo rattrayi (Sharpe, 1902)

Elymnias rattrayi Sharpe, 1902.  Entomologist 35: 41 (40-42).

Elymnias bammakoo rattrayi Sharpe, 1902.  Ackery et al., 1995.

Elymniopsis bammakoo rattrayi (Sharpe, 1902).  Larsen, 2005a: 283.

Type locality: Uganda: “Entebbe”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kikuru Forest; Minziro forests (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
ugandae Grünberg, 1908 (as sp. of Elymnias).  Sitzungsberichte der Gesellschaft Naturforschender Freunde zu Berlin 1908: 51 (50-62).  Uganda.
