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Cymothoe alcimeda marieps.  Photo courtesy Jeremy Dobson
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FAMILY NYMPHALIDAE

Swainson, 1827

SUBFAMILY LIMENITIDINAE

Behr, 1864
Limenitidinae Behr, 1864

Limenitidini Behr, 1864

Harma, Cymothoe, Kumothales, Pseudoneptis, Pseudacraea, Neptis

Parthenini Reuter, 1896 [not Afrotropical]

Adoliadini Doubleday, 1845

Catuna, Hamanumida, Aterica, Pseudargynnis, Cynandra, Euryphura, Euryphaedra, Euryphurana, Crenidomimas, Harmilla, Euphaedra, Euriphene, Bebearia, Euptera, Pseudathyma
TRIBE LIMENITIDINI

Behr, 1864

Genus Harma Doubleday, 1848
In: Doubleday & Westwood, [1846-52].  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: pl. 40 (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.  [1:-:1]

Type-species: Harma theobene Doubleday, by monotypy.

An Afrotropical genus containing a single species.

Harma theobene Doubleday, 1848

Harma theobene Doubleday, 1848 in Doubleday & Westwood, [1846-52].  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: pl. 40 [1848], 288 [1850] (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.

Type locality: Ghana: “Ashanti”.

Diagnosis: Females are variable (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, to Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique.

Common name: Angular glider.

Habitat: Forest and heavy woodland, including somewhat degraded forest (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania ssp. superna is found at altitudes from 800 to 1 800 m (seldom at 1 600 to 1 800 m); ssp. blassi from 800 to 1 400 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: A common species, with a weaker flight than the closley-related Cymothoe (Larsen, 2005a).  Males show perching behaviour, while females are often noted investigating foliage on the edges of the forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Amiet, 2000. (larva and pupa).

Larval food:

Caloncoba gilgiana (Flacourtiaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Buchnerodendron species (Flacourtiaceae) [Fontaine, 1982 (Democratic Republic of Congo)].

Rinorea species (Violaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 116 (requires confirmation – Ed.)].

Lindackeria species (Flacourtiaceae) [Bampton, et al., 1991 (Congo)].

Dovyalis species (Flacourtiaceae) [Ackery, et al., 1995].

Lindackeria schweinfurthii (Flacourtiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 64].
Harma theobene theobene Doubleday, 1848

Harma theobene Doubleday, 1848 in Doubleday & Westwood, [1846-52].  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: pl. 40 [1848], 288 [1850] (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.

Type locality: Ghana: “Ashanti”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Ashanti (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Kagoro (Larsen, 2005a).
umbrina Joicey and Talbot, 1921 (as female f. of Cymothoe theobene).  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 56 (40-166).  Ghana: “Sunyani Forest, Coomassie, Ashanti”.
Harma theobene blassi (Weymer, 1892)

Cymothoe blassi Weymer, 1892.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 53: 90 (79-125).

Type locality: “Ostafrika”.

Diagnosis: Smaller than the other subspecies; distal areas in male with more orange intruding into forewing median band; female without a brown form; hind wing distal border not strongly angled at vein 4 (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Kenya (coast), Tanzania (east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – North Pare Mountains; Nguru Mountains; Ukaguru Mountains; Tukuyu (Kielland, 1990).
nebetheo Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Cymothoe theobene).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 115 (108-123).  Tanzania: “Mhonda”.
Harma theobene superna (Fox, 1968)

Cymothoe theobene superna Fox, 1968.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental d’Afrique Noire (A) 30: 1237 (1236-1280).
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Harma theobene superna.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 62mm.  Angola.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3707).
Type locality: Cameroon: “Efulen, Cameroons”.

Diagnosis: Hindwing distal border strongly toothed at vein 4 (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, equatorial Africa, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west), Malawi, Zambia (north-east).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Ikom (Fox, 1968).

Tanzania – Ufipa to the Ugandan border (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Luongo River; Kawambwa-Nchelenge Road; Lumangwe Falls; Sumbu; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).
sordida Schultze, 1916 (as female ab. of Cymothoe theobene).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 81 (A.12.): 136 (136-142).  Cameroon: “N’Kore im Gebiet des oberun Crossflusses (Nord-West-Kamerun)”.
dualana Strand, 1914 (as ab. of Cymothoe theobene).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 80 (A.1.): 41 (41-49).  Cameroon: “Duala”.
lutescens Poulton, 1922 (as f. of Cymothoe theobene).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1921: 469 (469-472).  Nigeria: “Oni”.
nigrolutescens Poulton, 1922 (as f. of Cymothoe theobene).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1921: 469 (469-472).  Nigeria: “Moor Plantation”.
nigrescens Poulton, 1922 (as f. of Cymothoe theobene).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1921: 470 (469-472).  Nigeria: “Oni”.
jacksoni van Someren, 1939 (as female f. of Cymothoe (Harma) theobene).  Journal of the East Africa and Uganda Natural History Society 14: 90 (15-100).  Uganda: “Kalinzu forest, western Ankole”.
Genus Cymothoe Hübner, 1819
In: Hübner, [1816-[1826].  Verzeichniss bekannter Schmettlinge 39 (432 + 72 pp.). Augsburg.
Type-species: Papilio althea Cramer, by subsequent designation (Hemming, 1943.  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 12: 27 (23-30).).

= Amphidema Felder, 1861.  Nova Acta Academiae Caesarea Leopoldino-Carolinae Germanicum Naturae Curiosorum 28 (3): 27 (50 pp.).  Type-species: Diadema beckeri Herrich-Schaeffer, by monotypy.

= Pallene Doubleday, 1848 in Doubleday & Westwood, [1846-52].  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: pl. 41 (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.) London. Type-species: Pallene eupithes Doubleday, by monotypy.  [Invalid; junior homonym of Pallene Megerle, 1823.]

= Paradiadema Distant, 1880.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1879: 704 (703-709).   Type-species: Paradiadema hora Distant, by monotypy.

An Afrotropical genus containing 73 species.  The flight is comparatively rapid but often with a floating pattern.  Some species are forest canopy dwellers while others frequent the forest floor, often settling in sunny patches.  Many species are attracted to fermenting fruit and males are occasionally found mud puddling.  The males of some species aggressively defend territories.  Females are usually found flying in the semi-shade, low down, often sunning themselves in forest clearings (Kielland, 1990).

Cymothoe adela Staudinger, 1890

Cymothoe adela Staudinger, 1890.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 50: 413 (412-422).

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Guma Valley in Freetown (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Sierra Leone yellow glider.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A localized and uncommon species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
marginata Crowley, 1890 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1890: 552 (551-556).  Sierra Leone.
Cymothoe alcimeda (Godart, 1824)

Nymphalis alcimeda Godart, 1824 in Latreille & Godart, [1819], [1824].  Encyclopédie Méthodique. Histoire Naturelle [Zoologie] 9 Entomologie: 384 (1-328 [1819], 329-828 [1824]). Paris.

Type locality: South Africa: “Cafrerie”.

Distribution: Zimbabwe, South Africa, Swaziland.

Common name: Battling glider.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: The flight of the males is jerky, and specimens settle frequently on the leaves of trees, high up, with opened wings.  Females fly low down, in glades or clearings in the forest.  Both sexes are often found mud-puddling (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: Summer, but more plentiful from February to April (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Subspecies marieps has been recorded in February and April.  Subspecies transvaalica has been recorded in January, February, April, November and December.

Early stages:

Dickson, 1972: 40 [(C. a. alcimeda)].

Clark, in Van Son, 1979: 110 (Plate 59) [as Cymothoe alcimeda trimeni].


“Eggs are laid in clusters which vary considerably in size, the number of eggs in a cluster varying from 50 to 165.  They are watery white when laid and remain so until the developing larva gives them a grey tint.  They are 0,7 mm in diameter by 0,9 mm high, the surface being covered with well developed indentations, the surface rims of which are hexagonal in shape and at each junction there is a pointed spine.  The egg-stage is 10-11 days; but in very hot, humid weather it may be less.  The young larva emerges from the egg by eating a ring round the top forming a rough lid which it forces open, and after a rest eats the shell.  They generally eat their own shell, but some larvae wander around and then return and eat the first discarded shell that suits them.  Sometimes, if disturbed, a number of shells are left uneaten.  Gradually they gather to the edge of a young leaf and cluster together side by side jerking their heads from side to side to force each other to make room.  The heads point in the same direction, giving the appearance of a black line and in this position they feed on the surface of the leaf.  They strip almost the entire surface, then crawl in procession to the next where they take up a similar position.  On emerging the young larvae are from 2-2,7 mm long, watery white with a black head.  The body setae are fairly long, finely barbed, and of a watery white colour.  They are set on small white moles.  The setae of the head are of medium length and white.  On the central wrinkle of segments 2 to 11, subdorsally placed on each side, is a well-developed bulge which marks the position of the protuberance in the next instar.  As soon as the larvae have fed on the surface of the leaf, they assume a greenish colour and later a white subdorsal line begins to form, and at the same time the lateral ridge whitens and the ventral portion assumes a yellowish colour.  The instar is of seven to eight days duration and the larvae grow to 4,2 mm.  Moulting takes place on a silken mat spun where they are feeding; the larvae lying close together and moulting more or less at the same time.  The discarded skins and heads are left in a tangle of silk and the larvae, when fully consolidated in their new skins, crawl away to a new leaf.  In the second instar the larvae are pale green, pale blue-green or pale yellow-green on segments two to eleven, with a white subdorsal line on each side.  The lateral ridge is white above but dull yellow below and this colour extends over the ventral portions.  The first segment is yellowish but the two posterior segments are of a brighter yellow.  The head is relatively small and of a whitish colour touched with yellow.  Segment 1 has a small spine on a white mole centrally placed on the thin beginning of the subdorsal line.  On segments 2 to 11 there is a branched yellow protuberance breaking the centre of the subdorsal, the branches are tipped with a sharp spine.  The lateral ridge has a small dull yellow protuberance on each of segments 2 to 11.  At the base of the protuberances and scattered sparingly over the upper portion of the body are small whitish spines on white moles.  In this instar the larvae feed on the edge of the leaf, it lasts six to seven days, and the larvae grow to 5,5 mm.  The third instar is similar in general colour to the previous except that there is now a yellow subspiracular line.  The branches of the protuberances are now black-tipped and have very fine hairs emanating from them.  The very small setae on the upper portions are more numerous and a wavy spine has developed on the extended mole just below the lateral line and on the posterior wrinkle; and those below the lateral ridge emanate from very elongated moles.  The spiracles are black and placed well up the sides.  This instar lasts about nine days, and the larvae grow to 9,5 mm.  In the fourth instar the general colour scheme is much the same, but the general tendency is to be a shade darker.  The subdorsal protuberances are narrower at the base and the prongs relatively longer.  The extended mole on the final wrinkle has developed into a hair-tipped protuberance.  The protuberances on the lateral ridge are more like those above, and the spines on extended moles are more numerous and interspaced with a few moleless spines.  This instar lasts nine days, the larvae grow to 18 mm, sometimes a little larger.  During this instar the larvae begin to separate into smaller groups or going off singly.  Some may attach themselves to younger instars, or two or three may be found with a first-instar larva.  They are fond of lying at the side of the midrib of a leaf or on a green twig.  In the final instar the larvae vary considerably.  The most common form is green with yellow protuberances.  In other larvae all green is replaced by dull yellow.  The branched forks of the subdorsal protuberances are black-tipped and have very fine hairs on the tip.  These protuberances are on a yellow or light yellow band limited by diagonal intrusions from a deep green dorsal stripe (this is not the case in the light variety).  The lateral line is yellow and its upper edge partially envelopes the black spiracle.  The lateral ridge, besides bearing the branched protuberance, has a long, plain, hair-tipped protuberance near the leading edge of the segment, and the protuberance on the posterior wrinkle is more elongated.  The moles below the lateral ridge have developed into elongated protuberances bearing fine hairs on the tips, and interspersed with these are spines on reduced moles, or proceeding straight from the body.  The ventral portions are green, but the protuberances are a shade lighter than the surrounding colour.  The spiracle is deep black with a black rim, the head is white, sometimes touched with yellow.  The main setae are browner and on slightly elongated jet-black moles.  The ocelli are narrowly edged with black.  The mandibles are cupped and not serrated.  In this instar the larvae have somewhat the same habits as in the former instar, though more solitary larvae are to be found.  When full grown, normally after 12 days, the larvae reach a length of 33-35 mm and begin to fade in colour, turning a pale watery green and only retaining a trace of yellow.  They choose a suitable spot such as a secluded leaf or twig and spin a silken mat into which they fasten their anal claspers, and then hang down for pupation.  The final instar is very variable for duration; partial hibernation may take place during unexpected cold periods and the author (Clark) has known the instar to last 42 days.  The pupa is secured in a hanging position by cremastral hooks.  It is pale blue with a yellow edging to the outwardly extended wing-cases.  The thorax is slightly raised and the abdomen has a highly raised sharp edge along the dorsum.  The final segment is bright blue with a high yellow ridge in each side which reaches down to the cluster of brown hooks.  The head has two small pointed projections.  A day before the imago emerges, the pupa turns black.  Normally, the pupal stage is 14 days, but it may be much longer.  This species is multivoltine, and during the colder months the instars are very much drawn out and partial hibernations may take place.”

Larval food:

Kiggelaria africana L. (Flacourtiaceae) [Platt, 1921: 102 (ssp. trimeni)].

Kiggelaria africana L. (Flacourtiaceae) [Edge, 1995: 84] (Met. 6 (2): 84) (ssp. alcimeda).
Cymothoe alcimeda alcimeda (Godart, 1824)

Nymphalis alcimeda Godart, 1824 in Latreille & Godart, [1819], [1824].  Encyclopédie Méthodique. Histoire Naturelle [Zoologie] 9 Entomologie: 384 (1-328 [1819], 329-828 [1824]). Paris.

Type locality: South Africa: “Cafrerie”.

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Western Cape Province – Knysna (Swanepoel, 1953); Tsitsikamma Forest (Swanepoel, 1953); Coldstream (Swanepoel, 1953).
eupithes Doubleday, 1848 in Doubleday and Westwood, [1846-52] (as sp. of Harma).  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: pl. 41 [1848], 289 [1850] (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.) London.  South Africa: “Cape of Good Hope”.
Cymothoe alcimeda clarki Stevenson, 1940

Cymothoe alcimeda race clarki Stevenson, 1940.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 3: 96 (88-108).

Type locality: South Africa: “bred from larvae taken on the Hogs Back in the eastern Province”.

Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Eastern Cape Province – Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Katberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Hogsback (Swanepoel, 1953); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Stutterheim (Swanepoel, 1953).
Cymothoe alcimeda marieps Rydon, 1994

Cymothoe alcimeda marieps Rydon, 1994.  In: Pringle, Henning, & Ball [eds] Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 102 (800 pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa.

Type locality: South Africa: “Transvaal, Mariepskop, April 1932, (G. van Son), in the Transvaal Museum.”  Described from a single male and three females.

Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga), Swaziland.

Specific localities: 

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Mariepskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Graskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Malelane (Rydon, in Pringle, et al., 1994); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).
penningtoni Rydon, 1994 (as female form of Cymothoe alcimeda marieps).  In: Pringle, Henning, and Ball [eds] Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 103 (800 pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa.
Cymothoe alcimeda rhodesiae Stevenson, 1934

Cymothoe alcimeda race rhodesiae Stevenson, 1934.  Occasional Papers of the Rhodesia Museum 1 (3): 10 (10-17).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Vumba Mts., Umtali”.

Distribution: Zimbabwe (eastern border).
Cymothoe alcimeda transvaalica Rydon, 1994

Cymothoe alcimeda transvaalica Rydon, 1994.  In: Pringle, Henning, & Ball [eds] Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 103 (800 pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa.
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Cymothoe alcimeda transvaalica.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 47mm.  Legalameetse N.R., Limpopo Province.  Ex larva; emerged 15 Aug. 1997.  Bred on Kiggelaria africana.  M.C. Williams.
Type locality: South Africa: “Transvaal, Haenerstburg, 29 Dec. 1920 (H.C. Kenway), in the Transvaal Museum.”  Described from specimens from several localities in the Limpopo Province, South Africa.  Holotype (female) in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province).

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Woodbush (Swanepoel, 1953); Entabeni Forest (Swanepoel, 1953); Louis Trichardt (Swanepoel, 1953); Haenertsburg (Pringle et al., 1994).
aurantifascia Rydon, 1994 (as female form of Cymothoe alcimeda transvaalica).  In: Pringle, Henning, and Ball [eds] Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 103 (800 pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa.
Cymothoe alcimeda trimeni Aurivillius, 1912

Cymothoe alcimeda trimeni Aurivillius, 1912 in Seitz, 1908-25.  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 152 (614 pp.).

Type locality: South Africa: “Eastern parts of the Cape Colony, Kaffirland, Natal, Zululand and the Transvaal”.

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Kwa Zulu-Natal – Oribi Gorge (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Balgowan (Swanepoel, 1953); Karkloof (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Pringle, et al., 1994).
ochrotaenia Rydon, 1980 in d’Abrera, 1980 (as f. of Cymothoe alcimeda trimeni).   Butterflies of the Afrotropical region 270 (593 pp.). Melbourne.
griseoligata Rydon, 1991 (as f. of Cymothoe alcimeda trimeni).  Metamorphosis 2 (4): 18 (11-20).
Cymothoe althea (Cramer, 1776)

Papilio althea Cramer, 1776 in Cramer, [1775-6].  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia Africa en America 1: 141 (16 + 155 pp.). Amsteldam & Utrecht.

Type locality: “Côte de Guinea”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria.

Common name: Western Glider.

Habitat: Wetter forest, mainly (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Generally an uncommon species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe althea althea (Cramer, 1776)

Papilio althea Cramer, 1776 in Cramer, [1775-6].  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia Africa en America 1: 141 (16 + 155 pp.). Amsteldam & Utrecht.

Type locality: “Côte de Guinea”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Parc National du Haut Niger (Larsen & Mei, 1998); Mamou (Larsen, 2005a); Nimba (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a).
amphicede Cramer, 1777 (as sp. of Papilio).  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waereld-deelen Asia, Africa en America 2: 80 (151 pp.). Amsteldam & Utrecht.  “Côte de Guinea”.
Cymothoe althea bobi Collins & Larsen, 2000

Cymothoe althea bobi Collins & Larsen, 2000.  Metamorphosis 11 (2): 66 (57-75).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Nigeria, Eastern Region, Idoma Division, Okwoga, 26.i.1968. (R.G.T. St. Leger leg., coll. National History Museum, London).”  Described from a single male.

Distribution: Nigeria (east).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Okwoga (TL); Nsukka area (Larsen, 2005a).
Cymothoe alticola Libert & Collins, 1997

Cymothoe alticola Libert & Collins, 1997.  Metamorphosis 8 (4): 184 (183-190).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Mount Kupe, 1900-2000m 4.iii.95, Cameroon (M. Libert), M.N.H.N., Paris.”  Described from 22 males and 16 females.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Mount Kupe (TL); Mt. Manengouba; Mt. Cameroon; Mt. Bana near Bangangte; Rumpi Hills (T. Helps teste Larsen, 2005a); Toko in the Korup support zone (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Mountain glider.

Habitat: Montane forest above 1 100 m (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A fairly common species, which is sometimes sympatric with the similar-looking C. caenis e.g. in the Rumpi Hills and Korup in Cameroon (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Caloncoba species (Flacourtiaceae) [Amiet, in Libert and Collins, 1997: 183].
Cymothoe altisidora (Hewitson, 1869)

Harma altisidora Hewitson, 1869 in Hewitson, 1867-71.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 4: 51 ([118] pp.). London.

Type locality: “Congo”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
lucretia Neustetter, 1916 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 30: 105 (95-108).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kongo-Gebiet; Kassaifluss; Luebo-Kassai”.
verlainei Overlaet, 1940 (as f. of Cymothoe altisidora).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 33: 157 (150-172).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Itoko á Gombe, Congo Belge”.
Cymothoe amaniensis Rydon, 1980

Cymothoe amaniensis Rydon, 1980 in d’Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region 273 (593 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Usambaras, Amani”.

Diagnosis: Closest to C. aurivillii but the tornus and apex of the forewing is more strongly produced and the discal cream patch on the forewing upperside is broken up on its costal side (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (north-east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – East Usambara Mountains; Ambangulu (eastern part of West Usambara Mountains) (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Submontane forest at altitudes of 900 to 1 200 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Males fly in the forest canopy, frequently settling on exposed leaves, and aggressively defending territories.  Females usually fly low down, searching for suitable plants on which to oviposit.  The species is, apparently, not as shy as congenerics (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

(Probably) Rawsonia usambarensis (Flacourtiaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 113].
Cymothoe amenides (Hewitson, 1874)

Harma amenides Hewitson, 1874.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 11: 56 (56-58).

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
mundamensis Overlaet, 1942 (as f. of Cymothoe caenis).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 36: 187 (165-194).  Cameroon: “Mundame, Mungo, Kamerun”.
Cymothoe angulifascia Aurivillius, 1897

Cymothoe angulifascia Aurivillius, 1897.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm 54: 285 (279-286).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congogebiet: Beni-Bendi”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Tshopo, Maniema, Mai-Ndombe, Kwilu, Kasai, Sankuru, Lualaba).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
kassaiensis Schmidt, 1921 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 35: 49 (32-51).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Lodja am Kassai, Belgisch-Kongo”.
Cymothoe anitorgis (Hewitson, 1874)

Harma anitorgis Hewitson, 1874 in Hewitson, 1872-7.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 5: 42 (127 pp.). London.

Type locality: “West Africa”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Moyen Congo).


Records from countries west of Nigeria are due to misidentifications with other red species of the genus (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: White-spot red glider.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
aramis Hewitson, 1874 in Hewitson, 1872-7 [in part].  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 5: pl. 22 (127 pp.). London.
aralus Mabille, 1890 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 10: 22 (17-51).  Ivory Coast: “d’Assinie”.

misa Strand, 1910 (as ab. of Cymothoe anitorgis).  Wiener Entomologische Zeitung 29: 33 (29-35).  Cameroon: “Dume-Mündung in Kamerun”.
albofasciata Neustetter, 1912 (as female ab. of Cymothoe aramis).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 26: 175 (167-185).  Cameroon: “Kamerun (Bipindie)”.
menteaui Overlaet, 1944 (as f. of Cymothoe anitorgis).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 60 (40-74).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Luali, Mayumbe”.
adaequata Overlaet, 1944 (as f. of Cymothoe anitorgis).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 60 (40-74).  Gabon: “Tshibanga”.
Cymothoe aramis (Hewitson, 1865)

Euryphene aramis Hewitson, 1865 in Hewitson, 1862-66.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 3: 45 (124 pp.). London.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Gabon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Common name: Orange-red glider.

Habitat: Forest of good quality (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Not uncommon in the Oban Hills, Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).  The behaviour is similar to that of C. coccinata (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Amiet, 1997.  (larva and pupa; Cameroon).

Larval food:

Rinorea dentata (Violaceae) [Amiet, 1997 (Cameroon)].
Cymothoe aramis aramis (Hewitson, 1865)

Euryphene aramis Hewitson, 1865 in Hewitson, 1862-66.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 3: 45 (124 pp.). London.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Gabon, Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Old Calabar (TL); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).
excelsior Hall, 1917 (as f. of Cymothoe aramis).  Entomologist 50: 173 (161-163, 171-174).  Cameroon.
Cymothoe aramis schoutedeni Overlaet, 1952

Cymothoe aramis schoutedeni Overlaet, 1952.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 30 (1-50).

Type locality: Congo: “Etoumbi, Congo Français”.

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Ubangi, Mongala, Uele, north Kivu)..
schoutedeni Overlaet, 1945 (as f. of Cymothoe aramis).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 268 (265-289).  Congo: “Etoumbi, Congo Français”.
carradoti Overlaet, 1944 (as f. of Cymothoe aramis).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 58 (40-74).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga”.
Cymothoe arcuata Overlaet, 1945

Cymothoe arcuata Overlaet, 1945.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 268 (265-289).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Bena Bendi, Sankuru, Congo Belge”.

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo.


Recorded, in error, from Nigeria due to being confused with C. excelsa (Larsen, 2005a).  Also recorded, in error, from Ivory Coast by Carcasson (1991) due to misidentification with C. coccinata (Larsen, 2005a).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
rubronotata Overlaet, 1952 (as f. of Cymothoe arcuata).  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 33 (1-50).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Liboko, Bas-Uele”.
Cymothoe aubergeri Plantrou, 1977

Cymothoe aubergeri Plantrou, 1977.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 82: 54 (54-56).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Abengourou”.

Distribution: Guinea, Ivory Coast (east), Ghana.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Dubreka (ABRI, 2003).

Ivory Coast – Abengourou (TL); Adiopodoume (C. Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a); Bossematie (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Abrafo and Kruwa Camp in Kakum (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Auberger’s yellow glider.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Much like the common C. jodutta but apparently more fond of fallen fruit (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe aurivillii Staudinger, 1899

Cymothoe aurivillii Staudinger, 1899.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 12: 164 (164-167).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Ukami-Bergen im Inneren Deutsch-Ostafrika”.

Diagnosis: Very similar to C. amaniensis – see this species for differentiating features.

Distribution: Tanzania.

Habitat: Submontane and montane forest.  Subspecies latifasciata occurs at altitudes from 1 400 to 2 300 m; ssp. tenuifasciae from 1 950 to 2 200 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: A shy and comparatively rare species.  Males defend territories from perches on exposed leaves; in combat with another male they fly downwards in ever-decreasing circles (Kielland, 1990).  Both sexes of ssp. tenuifasciae have been observed feeding from flowers on rocky outcrops (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Rawsonia usambarensis (Flacourtiaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 114].
Cymothoe aurivillii aurivillii Staudinger, 1899

Cymothoe aurivillii Staudinger, 1899.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 12: 164 (164-167).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Ukami-Bergen im Inneren Deutsch-Ostafrika”.

Distribution: Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Uluguru Mountains (Kielland, 1990).
Cymothoe aurivillii handeni Rydon, 1996

Cymothoe aurivillii handeni Rydon, 1996.  Lambillionea 96 (Numero Special): 9 (8-14).

Nomen nudum.  Ackery et al., 1995: 373.

Cymothoe aurivillii handeni Rydon, 1996.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Handeni, Kwadiboma, iv.1987 (J. Kielland).”  Holotype in the NHM, London.

Distribution: Tanzania (Nguu Mountains).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Near Handeni, Nguu Mountains (Kielland, 1990).
Cymothoe aurivillii latifasciata Rydon, 1996

Cymothoe aurivillii latifasciata Rydon, 1996.  Lambillionea 96 (Numero Special): 8 (8-14).

Nomen nudum.  Ackery et al., 1995: 373.

Cymothoe aurivillii latifasciata Rydon, 1996.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mufindi, Lulondo (1700m), 25.iv.1986 (J. Kielland).”  Holotype in NHM, London.

Distribution: Tanzania (Uzungwa Mountains).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Lolando, Mufindi; Mwanihana Forest; Muhulu Forest in Ulanga District; Nyumbenitu Mountain (Kielland, 1990).
Cymothoe aurivillii nguru Rydon, 1996

Cymothoe aurivillii nguru Rydon, 1996.  Lambillionea 96 (Numero Special): 9 (8-14).

Nomen nudum.  Ackery et al., 1995: 373.

Cymothoe aurivillii nguru Rydon, 1996.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mt. Mbega (2000m) in the Nguru Mts. 23.iii.1987 (J. Kielland).”  Holotype in NHM, London.

Distribution: Tanzania (Nguru Mountains).
Cymothoe aurivillii tenuifasciae Rydon, 1996

Cymothoe aurivillii tenuifasciae Rydon, 1996.  Lambillionea 96 (Numero Special): 9 (8-14).

Nomen nudum.  Ackery et al., 1995: 373.

Cymothoe aurivillii tenuifasciae Rydon, 1996.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Rubeho Mts., Wotta Forest (2000m), 10.v.1984 (J. Kielland).”  Holotype in NHM, London.

Distribution: Tanzania (Rubeho Mountains).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mafwemiro Forest; Wotta Forest; Mangaliza Mountain (Kielland, 1990).
Cymothoe beckeri (Herrich-Schaeffer, 1858)

Diadema beckeri Herrich-Schaeffer, 1858.  Sammlung neuer oder wenig bekannter aussereuropäischer Schmetterlinge 1 (1): 54, 77 (1-84.). Regensburg.

Type locality: “Africa occid.”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Central African Republic, Uganda.

Common name: Becker’s creamy yellow glider.

Habitat: Forest, including degraded forest habitat (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a fairly common butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Males are usually found in sunny clearings in the forest, where they defend territories from perches (Larsen, 2005a).  Contesting males fly in tight circles, facing in the same direction, almost wing-tip to wing-tip.  The wings are held horizontally and forward motion is achieved by quivering movements of the wings.  These contests may last for several minutes until one individual flies off, chased furiously by the victor.  Identical behaviour has been noted in C. jodutta (Larsen, 2005a).  Females are excellent mimics of toxic day-flying moths, such as Oetroeda planax and Nytemera hesperia, resembling them in terms of both markings and flight pattern (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes come readily to feed on fallen fruit (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Amiet, 2000.  (larva and pupa).

Larval food:

Macaranga species (Euphorbiaceae) [Fontaine, 1983 (Democratic Republic of Congo)].

Caloncoba species (Flacourtiaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].
Cymothoe beckeri beckeri (Herrich-Schaeffer, 1858)

Diadema beckeri Herrich-Schaeffer, 1858.  Sammlung neuer oder wenig bekannter aussereuropäischer Schmetterlinge 1 (1): 54, 77 (1-84.). Regensburg.

Type locality: “Africa occid.”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Lagos (Larsen, 2005a).
theodota Hewitson, 1874 in Hewitson, 1862-6 (as sp. of Harma).  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 3: 56 (124 pp.). London.  Nigeria: “Calibar”.
theocranta Karsch, 1894 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 20: 209 (209-240).  Cameroon: “Barombi-Station am Elefentsee in Kamerun”. 
aurora Overlaet, 1952 (as female ab. of Cymothoe beckeri).  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 37 (1-50).  Nigeria.
Cymothoe beckeri theodosia Staudinger, 1890

Cymothoe theodota var. theodosia Staudinger, 1890.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 50: 416 (412-422).

Type locality: Central African Republic?: “Njam-Njam-Gebiet”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Central African Republic, Uganda (west).
marmorata Sharpe, 1904 (as sp. of Harma).  Entomologist 37: 183 (181-183).  Uganda: “Toro”.
Cymothoe caenis (Drury, 1773)

Papilio caenis Drury, 1773.  Illustrations of Natural History 2: index et 33 (90 pp.). London.
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Cymothoe caenis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 56mm.  Bucha/Teturi, E. Zaire.  24.iv.1996.  (Curle Trust Collection - 76).
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Cymothoe caenis.  Female A.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 63mm.  Bangui, R. C. A.  1978.04.06.  R.P. Godart.  (Curle Trust Collection - 78).
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Cymothoe caenis.  Female B.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 63mm.  Mt Ngoakele, Yaounde, Cameroon, 03.35N 11.35E.  16.III.1995.  A.I. & M.A. Curle.  (Curle Trust Collection - 77).
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Cymothoe caenis.  Female C.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 53mm.  Bangui, R. C. A.  79.03.03.  R.P. Godart.  (Curle Trust Collection - 79).
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Cymothoe caenis.  Female D.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 64mm.  Mt Ngoakele, Yaounde, Cameroon, 03.35N 11.35E.  16.III.1995.  A.I. & M.A. Curle.  (Curle Trust Collection - 80).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Calabar”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia.

Common name: Common glider.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Mpanda and Kigoma Districts (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga Township (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: Forest at various altitudes, as well as heavy woodland (Kielland, 1990; Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania it is found at altitudes from 800 to 1 600 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: At times this is a common butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Migrations have apparently been noted in this species (Kielland, 1990).  Larsen (2005a) documents a huge single species migration in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

Early stages:

Amiet, 2000.  (larva).

Larsen, 2005a.


The larvae are gregarious and when disturbed drop off the tree on which they are feeding.

Larval food:

Rawsonia usambarensis Schaumann (Flacourtiaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Rawsonia lucida Harvey & Sender (Flacourtiaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Caloncoba gilgiana (Flacourtiaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Caloncoba glauca (Flacourtiaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 114].

Lindaeckeria species (Flacourtiaceae) [Bampton, et al., 1991 (Congo)].

Uapaca species (Euphorbiaceae) [Ackery, et al., 1995; requires confirmation (Larsen, 2005a)].

Oncoba spinosa (Flacourtiaceae) [Larsen, 2005a (Aburi, Ghana)].

Note: Females are polymorphic in the east of the butterflies range but monomorphic in West Africa, suggesting that these two populations might represent distinct subspecies(Larsen, 2005a).

adelina Hewitson, 1869 in Hewitson, 1867-71 (as sp. of Harma).  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 4: 51 ([118] pp.). London.  “Congo”.
corsandra Druce, 1874 (as sp. of Harma).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1874: 158 (155-160).  Angola.
conformis Aurivillius, 1898 (as ab. of Cymothoe caenis).  EntomologiskTidskrift 18: 214  (213-222).  No locality given.
dumensis Strand, 1910 (as ab. of Cymothoe caenis).  Wiener Entomologische Zeitung 29: 32 (29-35).  Cameroon: “Dume-Mündung in Kamerun”.
bakossensis Strand, 1912 (as ab. of Cymothoe caenis).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 77 (1.4. Supplementhefte): 119 (107-123).  Cameroon: “Bakossu”.
luteostriata Strand, 1914 (as ab. of Cymothoe adelina).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 79 (A.12.): 125 (97-144).  Cameroon: “Kamerun; Simekoa Combokotto”.
diffusa Schultze, 1916 (as ab. of Cymothoe caenis).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 81 (A.7.): 160 (159-167).  Cameroon: “N’Kongsamba (am Ausgangspunkt der Manenguba-Bahn), N.-W.-Kamerun”.
obscura Schultze, 1920 (as female ab. of Cymothoe caenis).  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika-Expedition 1 (14): 672 (639-829).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kimuenza (Belg. Kongo)”; Cameroon: “Molundu (Süd-Kamerun)”.
variegata Schultze, 1920 (as female ab. of Cymothoe caenis).  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika-Expedition 1 (14): 672 (639-829).  Cameroon: “N’ginda (Süd-Kamerun)”.
lutea Schultze, 1920 (as female ab. of Cymothoe caenis).  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika-Expedition 1 (14): 672 (639-829).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kimuenza, Belg. Congo”; Cameroon: “Molundu”.
rubida Holland, 1920 (as f. of Cymothoe caenis).  Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History 43: 199 (109-369).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Medje”.
crassa Overlaet, 1942 (as f. of Cymothoe caenis).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 36: 187 (165-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga, Katanga”.
maynei Overlaet, 1942 (as f. of Cymothoe caenis).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 36: 189 (165-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Ikenge, Equateur”.
uniformis Overlaet, 1952 (as male ab. of Cymothoe caenis).  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 40 (1-50).  Cameroon: ‘Kamerun”; Togo.
styx Overlaet, 1952 (as ab. of Cymothoe caenis).  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 40 (1-50).  Cameroon: ‘Kamerun”; Togo.
schultzei Overlaet, 1952 (as female ab. of Cymothoe caenis). Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 40 (1-50).  No locality given.
ferruginea Dufrane, 1953 (as ab. of Cymothoe caenis).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 89: 45 (41-57).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kabunga”.
Cymothoe capella (Ward, 1871)

Harma capella Ward, 1871.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 8: 119 (34-36, 58-60, 81-82, 118-122).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Camaroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop and east), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Tshopo, Sankuru).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Cross River loop (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Golden glider.

Habitat: Primary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce species (Larsen, 2005a).  Males have been seen flying along river courses in primary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe caprina Aurivillius, 1897

Cymothoe caprina Aurivillius, 1897.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm 54: 284 (279-286).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congogebiet: Beni-Bendi”.  Description of the female by Beaurain, 2004: 262.

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (south-central).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe coccinata (Hewitson, 1874)

Harma coccinata Hewitson, 1874 in Hewitson, 1872-7.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 5: 41 (127 pp.). London.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”; Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo.


Records from Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia are in error for C. mabillei (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Common red glider.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A species that occurs in somewhat localized colonies, but it may be numerous where it is found (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Rinorea oblongifolia (Violaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast).  This record may refer to C. mabillei (Larsen, 2005a)].
Cymothoe coccinata coccinata (Hewitson, 1874)

Harma coccinata Hewitson, 1874 in Hewitson, 1872-7.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 5: 41 (127 pp.). London.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”; Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Ubangi, Tshopo, Equateur).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Prah-Suhien Forest (Larsen, 2005a); Hans Cottage near Cape Coast (a stray) (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
sangaris Godart; Hewitson, 1866 in Hewitson, 1862-6 (as sp. of Harma).   Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 3: 54 (124 pp.). London.  [Misidentification]
zickzack Strand, 1912 (as ab. of Cymothoe coccinata).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 77 (1.4. Supplementhefte): 120 (107-123).  Cameroon: “Diebo”.
lecerfi Overlaet, 1944 (as f. of Cymothoe coccinata).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 66 (40-74).  Ghana: “Ashanti”.
spatiosa Overlaet, 1945 (as f. of Cymothoe excelsior).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 267 (265-289).  Cameroon: “Mokundange, Kamerun”.
Cymothoe coccinata vrydaghi Overlaet, 1944

Cymothoe coccinata vrydaghi Overlaet, 1944.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 66 (40-74).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Bambesa (Buta) Bas-Uele”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Ubangi, Mongala, Uele, Kivu).
bergeri Overlaet, 1952 (as ssp. of Cymothoe coccinata).  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 31 (1-50).  Congo: “Etoumbi”.
Cymothoe collarti Overlaet, 1942

Cymothoe collarti Overlaet, 1942.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 36: 189 (165-194).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Djuga, Ituri, 1800 m”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe collarti collarti Overlaet, 1942

Cymothoe collarti Overlaet, 1942.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 36: 189 (165-194).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Djuga, Ituri, 1800 m”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri).
Cymothoe collarti werneri Beaurain, 1984

Cymothoe collarti werneri Beaurain, 1984.  Lambillionea 84: 20 (17-23).

Type locality: Rwanda: “forêt de Nyungwe, 1800 m”.

Distribution: Rwanda.
Cymothoe collinsi Rydon, 1980

Cymothoe collinsi Rydon, 1980 in d’Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region 272 (593 pp.).  Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “W. Kilimanjaro, Maua Ltd, 6000 ft”.  Description of the female of Cymothoe collinsi Rydon, and first time figured; Rydon, 1996 (Lambillionea 96 (Numero Special): 10 (8-14).).

Distribution: Tanzania (north).  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: Montane forest, at 1 800 m (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe colmanti Aurivillius, 1898

Cymothoe colmanti Aurivillius, 1898.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 19: 180 (177-186).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Sassa am oberen Ubangi”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north), Central African Republic.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe consanguis Aurivillius, 1896

Cymothoe consanguis Aurivillius, 1896.  Ofversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhlhandlingar. Stockholm 53: 435 (431-436).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Kitta, Bonge”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon.


Recorded in error from west of the Dahomey Gap by Carcasson (1981) (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Kitta, Bonge (TL); Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Cream glider.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: An uncommon species that usually flies high up but which often descends to lower levels to bask, or to search for fallen fruit (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
amphicede (Cramer); Aurivillius, 1894.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 15: 307 (273-314).  [Misidentification.]
Cymothoe coranus Grose-Smith, 1889

Cymothoe coranus Grose-Smith, 1889.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 3: 133 (121-137).

Type locality: Kenya: “in the neighbourhood of Mombasa”.

Diagnosis: Similar to C. caenis but dark markings less extensive (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Common name: Blonde glider; coast glider.

Habitat: Coastal, lowland and submontane forest.  In Tanzania the nominate subspecies occurs at altitudes from sea-level to 300 m and ssp. kiellandi from 800 to 1 450 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Males are often seen perched, with open wings, high up on the leaf of a tree.  Females, on the other hand, usually fly low down, in forest glades or along roads.  Both sexes are attracted to fermenting fruit and muddy patches (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: September to June; commonest from February to April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Van Son, 1979: 113.


“Although Swanepoel (in litt.) mentions that collectors in Natal have reared this species from larvae, no records have been published so far.  Mr D.C.M. Plowes sent the present author a male pupal case found by him in Ngoye Forest, in January 1960.  The shape is very similar to that of alcimeda, but considerably larger in size.”

Pringle, et al., 1994: 103.

Larval food:

Kigelia africana (Lam.) Benth. (Bignoniaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Kigelia moosa Sprague (Bignoniaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Heterophragma (syn. Ferdinandoa) magnifica Seem. (Bignoniaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Rawsonia lucida Harv. and Sond. (Flacourtiaceae) [Plowes, D., in Van Son, 1979: 113; Ngoye Forest, KwaZulu-Natal].

Vismia orientalis (Guttiferae) [Kielland, 1990: 114].
Cymothoe coranus coranus Grose-Smith, 1889

Cymothoe coranus Grose-Smith, 1889.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 3: 133 (121-137).

Type locality: Kenya: “in the neighbourhood of Mombasa”.

Distribution: Kenya (coast), Tanzania (east), Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east), South Africa (Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Magombera Forest in the Kilombero Valley; Kimboza Forest at Morogoro; Pemba Island (Kielland, 1990).

Mozambique – Amatongas Forest (Paré).

Mpumalanga – near Malelane (Pringle, et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Pinetown (Bowker); Oribi Gorge (Swanepoel, 1953); Umdoni Park (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Tugela River Mouth (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).
Cymothoe coranus dowsetti Beaurain, 1988

Cymothoe coranus dowsetti Beaurain, 1988.  Lambillionea 88: 44 (39-47).

Type locality: Malawi: “Kasitu Rock, Dzalanyama Forest, 5200 ft”.

Distribution: Malawi (west - Kasitu Rock).
Cymothoe coranus kiellandi Beaurain, 1988

Cymothoe coranus kiellandi Beaurain, 1988.  Lambillionea 88: 40 (39-47).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Ititye, Kigoma, Tanzanie”.

Diagnosis: Characterized by a distinct brown postdiscal wavy line on the hind wing upperside and brown postdiscal markings in spaces 1a and 1 b of the forewing upperside; forewing distal margins more concave than in the nominate subspecies; apex more produced in both sexes; forewing underside wavy line in spaces 4 to 6 further from the markings at the end of the cell than in the nominate subspecies (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mpanda; Kigoma; Gombe Stream (Kielland, 1990).
Cymothoe coranus murphyi Beaurain, 1988

Cymothoe coranus murphyi Beaurain, 1988.  Lambillionea 88: 45 (39-47).

Type locality: Malawi: “R. Ruo, Mont Mulanje, 3500 ft”.

Distribution: Malawi (Mount Mlanje).
Cymothoe cottrelli Rydon, 1980

Cymothoe cottrelli Rydon, 1980 in d’Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region 274 (593 pp.).  Melbourne.
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Cymothoe cottrelli cottrelli.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 53mm.  Chimalira, Malawi.  5 Nov 82.  R. Dowsett.  (Henning collection - H222).
Type locality: Zambia: “Nyika Plateau”.

Diagnosis: Very similar to C. aurivillii but on upperside the submarginal cream spots are less sickle-shaped (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (Kielland).

Habitat: Forest.  Subspecies njombe occurs at 2 100 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Males spend most of the time above the forest canopy (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Rawsonia lucida (Flacourtiaceae) [Congdon & Collins, 1998: 46].

Dovyalis species (Flacourtiaceae) [Heath et al., 2002: 64].

Cymothoe cottrelli cottrelli Rydon, 1980

Cymothoe cottrelli Rydon, 1980 in d’Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region 274 (593 pp.).  Melbourne.
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Cymothoe cottrelli cottrelli.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 53mm.  Chimalira, Malawi.  5 Nov 82.  R. Dowsett.  (Henning collection - H222).
Type locality: Zambia: “Nyika Plateau”.

Distribution: Tanzania (south-west), Malawi, Zambia (western Nyika Plateau) (Kielland, 1990).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Bundali Hills, just across the Malawi border from the Misuku Hills (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Malawi – Nyika Plateau; Zomba Mountain (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Makutu Mountains; Mafinga Mountains; Nyika (Heath et al., 2002).
Cymothoe cottrelli njombe Rydon, 1996

Cymothoe cottrelli njombe Rydon, 1996.  Lambillionea 96 (Numero Special): 10 (8-14).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Njombe, Iboma Forest, 2160m, 28.iii.1986 (J. Kielland).”  Place of deposition of holotype not given.

Distribution: Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Known only from the type locality, Iboma Forest, about 8 km south-east of Njombe town (Kielland, 1990).
Cymothoe cottrelli livingstonensis Darge, 2006

Cymothoe cottrelli livingstonensis Darge, 2006.  Entomologia Africana 11 (2): 5 (5-6).

Type locality: Tanzania: Livingstone Mountains.

Distribution: Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Known only from the type locality, Livingstone Mountains.
Cymothoe crocea Schultze, 1917

Cymothoe crocea Schultze, 1917.  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 82 (A.3.): 34 (34-39).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Molundu, Assamba, Yukaduma, Nemayong”.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe cyclades (Ward, 1871)

Harma cyclades Ward, 1871.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 8: 119 (34-36, 58-60, 81-82, 118-122).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Camaroons”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (east).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
bonnyi Grose-Smith, 1890 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1890: 470 (463-473).  “From Yambuya on the Aruwimi River through the Great Forest of Central Africa”.
Cymothoe distincta Overlaet, 1944

Cymothoe excelsior distincta Overlaet, 1944.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 48 (40-74).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kambaza, Katanga”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe distincta distincta Overlaet, 1944

Cymothoe excelsior distincta Overlaet, 1944.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 48 (40-74).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kambaza, Katanga”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo.
kambazae Overlaet, 1944 (as f. of Cymothoe excelsior distincta).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 50 (40-74).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga, Katanga”.
trolliae Overlaet, 1944 (as ssp. of Cymothoe excelsior).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 51 (40-74).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kasai”.
caeca Overlaet, 1944 (as f. of Cymothoe excelsior distincta).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 52 (40-74).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga”.
aramoides Overlaet, 1944 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 53 (40-74).  Congo: “Congo français”.
neustetteri Overlaet, 1945 (as f. of Cymothoe excelsior).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 267 (265-289).  Congo: “Etoumbi, Congo Français”.
Cymothoe distincta kivuensis Overlaet, 1952

Cymothoe distincta kivuensis Overlaet, 1952.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 33 (1-50).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kivu, Congo Belge”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu), Uganda (west - Bwamba Valley).

kivuensis Overlaet, 1944 (as f. of Cymothoe excelsior).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 54 (40-74).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kivu, Congo Belge”.
Cymothoe egesta (Cramer, 1775)

Papilio egesta Cramer, 1775 in Cramer, [1775-6].  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 1: 72 (16 + 155 pp.). Amsteldam and Utrecht.

Type locality: [West Africa]: “Surinamen”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Common name: Common yellow glider.

Habitat: Lowland to submontane forest, including secondary growth (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania ssp. confusa occurs at altitudes from 800 to 1 500 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: A relatively common species (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes appear to remain close to the ground and females are often seen flying in dense undergrowth (Larsen, 2005a).  Males are known to mud-puddle and both sexes are occasionally attracted to fermenting fruit (Kielland, 1990).  Larsen (1994) saw many specimens feeding from the flowers of Cleistopholis patens, together with other Cymothoe and Euryphura species, at Kakum, Ghana; most probably the nectar in these flowers had fermented.

Early stages:

Amiet, 1997 [larva and pupa (Cameroon)].

Amiet, 2000 [larva and pupa (Cameroon)].

Larval food:

Rinorea species (Violaceae) [Larsen, 2005a (Cameroon)].
Cymothoe egesta egesta (Cramer, 1775)

Papilio egesta Cramer, 1775 in Cramer, [1775-6].  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 1: 72 (16 + 155 pp.). Amsteldam and Utrecht.

Type locality: [West Africa]: “Surinamen”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, to Nigeria (west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Yapo (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kakum (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Agege (Larsen, 2005a).
Cymothoe egesta confusa Aurivillius, 1887

Cymothoe confusa Aurivillius, 1887.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm 5: 310 (305-314).

Type locality: Congo: “Brazzaville”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – From Wanzizi in Mpanda to Gombe Stream, north of Kigoma (Kielland, 1990).
degesta Staudinger, 1890 (as var. of Cymothoe egesta).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 50: 418 (412-422).  Sierra Leone.
Cymothoe megaesta Staudinger, 1890

Cymothoe egesta var. megaesta Studinger, 1890.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 50: 418 (412-422).

Synonym of C. egesta (Cramer, 1775).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Cymothoe megaesta Staudinger, 1890.  Larsen, 2005a.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Kamerun (Barombi-Station)”.

Diagnosis: Smaller than C. egesta, with a more orange tone on the upperside.  Wing margins more strongly scalloped; female darker (Larsen, 2005a); larva different (Amiet, 1997).

Distribution: Cameroon.

Habitat: 

Early stages:

Amiet, 1997.  (larva)

Larval food:

Rinorea lepidobotrys (Violaceae) [Amiet, 1997].

Cymothoe eris Aurivillius, 1896

Cymothoe eris Aurivillius, 1896.  Ofversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhlhandlingar. Stockholm 53: 434 (431-436).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Bangala (Congo superior)”.

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Cymothoe eris eris Aurivillius, 1896

Cymothoe eris Aurivillius, 1896.  Ofversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhlhandlingar. Stockholm 53: 434 (431-436).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Bangala (Congo superior)”.

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Ubangi).
Cymothoe eris capellides Holland, 1920

Cymothoe capellides Holland, 1920.  Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History 43: 198 (109-369).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Medje”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Tshopo, Maniema).
Cymothoe eris sankuruana Overlaet, 1952

Cymothoe eris sankuruana Overlaet, 1952.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 29 (1-50).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “BeniBendi, Sankuru”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south-central - Sankuru).
Cymothoe euthalioides Kirby, 1889

Cymothoe euthalioides Kirby, 1889.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 3: 249 (246-249).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, to Nigeria, Cameroon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe euthalioides euthalioides Kirby, 1889

Cymothoe euthalioides Kirby, 1889.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 3: 249 (246-249).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon.
gerrescheimi Neustetter, 1912 (as ab. of Cymothoe sangaris).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 26: 179 (167-185).  Cameroon: “Kamerun (Bipindie)”; “Kongo-Gebiet”.
Cymothoe euthalioides albomarginata Neustetter, 1921

Cymothoe sangaris albomarginata Neustetter, 1921.  Zeitschrift des Österreichischen Entomologen-Vereins, Wien 6: 27 (27, 34, 41-42, 47-48).

Type locality: Sierra Leone: [Congo].

Distribution: Sierra Leone, to Nigeria (west).
Cymothoe excelsa Neustetter, 1912

Cymothoe aramis excelsa Neustetter, 1912.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 26: 174 (167-185).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Kamerun”; “Kongo-Gebiet”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Angola.


Recorded, in error, from Ghana by Berger (1981) due to a misidentified C. coccinata (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Scalloped red glider.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A fairly common species in The Oban Hills area of Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes have been seen flying low down in the understorey of open forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Rinorea species (Violaceae) [Larsen, 2005a (Cameroon)].
Cymothoe excelsa excelsa Neustetter, 1912

Cymothoe aramis excelsa Neustetter, 1912.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 26: 174 (167-185).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Kamerun”; “Kongo-Gebiet”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
schultzei Overlaet, 1944 (as f. of Cymothoe excelsa).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 71 (40-74).  Congo: “Etoumbi, Congo français”.
talboti Overlaet, 1952 (as [unnecessary] replacement name for Cymothoe caenis ab. schultzei).  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 40 (1-50).
Cymothoe excelsa deltoides Overlaet, 1944

Cymothoe excelsa deltoides Overlaet, 1944.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 46 (40-74).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba), Angola (southern Cabinda).
kapangae Overlaet, 1944 (as f. of Cymothoe excelsa deltoides).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 47 (40-74).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga”.
emundata Overlaet, 1944 (as f. of Cymothoe excelsa deltoides).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 48 (40-74).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga”.
Cymothoe excelsa regisleopoldi Overlaet, 1944

Cymothoe excelsa regisleopoldi Overlaet, 1944.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 71 (40-74).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Stanleyville, Congo Belge”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Ubangi, Mongala, Uele, Ituri, north Kivu, Tshopo, Equateur).
ueleana Overlaet, 1944 (as f. of Cymothoe excelsa).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 72 (40-74).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Bambesa”.
rubricata Overlaet, 1944 (as f. of Cymothoe excelsa).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 73 (40-74).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Bambesa”.
diffusa Overlaet, 1944 (as f. of Cymothoe excelsa regispoldi).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 74 (40-74).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Bambesa, Uele”.
hutereauae Overlaet, 1944 (as f. of Cymothoe excelsa).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 74 (40-74).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Zobia-Niapu-Poko”.
fontinalis Overlaet, 1952 (as ssp. of Cymothoe excelsa).  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 32 (1-50).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Sankuru”.
Cymothoe fontainei Overlaet, 1952

Cymothoe fontainei Overlaet, 1952.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 24 (1-50).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Lutahe”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe fontainei fontainei Overlaet, 1952

Cymothoe fontainei Overlaet, 1952.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 24 (1-50).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Lutahe”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.  Known only from the holotype.
Cymothoe fontainei debauchei Overlaet, 1952

Cymothoe fontainei debauchei Overlaet, 1952.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 24 (1-50).

Type locality: Congo” Etoumbi”.

Distribution: Congo, Cameroon.  Known only from two females (Etoumbi) and a male (Nyong, Cameroon). 
Cymothoe fumana (Westwood, 1850)

Harma fumana Westwood, 1850 in Doubleday and Westwood, [1846-52].  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: 288 (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.

Type locality: Ghana: “Ashanti”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Common name: Scalloped yellow glider.

Habitat: Forest, including secondary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Both sexes of this fairly common but localized butterfly fly from two to five metres above the ground, males often perching even higher (Larsen, 2005a).  Numbers were once noted feeding, together with other species of Cymothoe, on fermented sap oozing from debarked felled trees in Omo Forest by Larsen (2005a).

Early stages:

Amiet, 2000.  (larva and pupa).

Larval food:

Rinorea species (Violaceae) [Amiet, 2000 (Cameroon)].
Cymothoe fumana fumana (Westwood, 1850)

Harma fumana Westwood, 1850 in Doubleday and Westwood, [1846-52].  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: 288 (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.

Type locality: Ghana: “Ashanti”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana.
eburnea Neustetter, 1916 (as var. of Cymothoe fumana).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 30: 105 (95-108).  Liberia.  Synonymized by Fox, 1968.
Cymothoe fumana balluca Fox & Howarth, 1968

Cymothoe fumana balluca Fox & Howarth, 1968 in Fox, 1968.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental d’Afrique Noire (A) 30: 1240 (1236-1280).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Efulen, Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Omo Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Congo – Ketta Forest; Mambili Forest.
mitella Birket-Smith, 1960 (as f. (?)of Cymothoe fumana).  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 22: 929 (521-554, 924-983, 1259-1284).  Cameroon: “Small path in secondary forest at the river Nyong just south of Makak station, French Cameroons”.
Cymothoe fumana villiersi Fox, 1968

Cymothoe fumana villiersi Fox, 1968.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental d’Afrique Noire (A) 30: 1242 (1236-1280).

Type locality: Congo: “Sibiti [monts du Chaillu]”.

Distribution: Congo.  Apparently known only from the type locality.

Specific localities:

Congo – Monts Chaillu (TL).

Note: Larsen (2005a) states that this subspecies may not be valid.
Cymothoe haimodia (Grose-Smith, 1887)

Harma haimodia Grose-Smith, 1887.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 19: 64 (62-66).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Camaroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Cross River loop (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Haimodia red glider.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A generally rare butterfly.  Males appear to keep to the forest canopy but females can be found searching for food plants on which to oviposit, two to five metres above the ground.  The females, when so engaged, closely resemble Aletis species moths, of which they appear to be mimics (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Rinorea species (Violaceae) [Larsen, 2005a (Cameroon)].
Cymothoe harmilla (Hewitson, 1874)

Harma harmilla Hewitson, 1874.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 274 (274).

Type locality: Cameroon: “West Africa (Cameroons)”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Bouyer & Joly, 1995: 526).


Given, in error, for Nigeria on numerous occasions (Larsen, 2005a).

Habitat: 

Early stages:

Bouyer & Joly, 1995.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe harmilla harmilla (Hewitson, 1874)

Harma harmilla Hewitson, 1874.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 274 (274).

Type locality: Cameroon: “West Africa (Cameroons)”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon (south-west), Gabon (Bouyer and Joly, 1995: 526).
serpentina Kirby, 1889 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 3: 248 (246-249).  Cameroon: “Cameroons”.
major Neustetter, 1912 (as ab. of Cymothoe ogowa [sic]).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 26: 181 (167-185).  Cameroon: “Kamerun”.
rubescens Holland, 1920 (as f. of Cymothoe ogova).  Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History 43: 203 (109-369).  Gabon: “Kangvé on the Ogové River”.
dunkeli Audeoud, 1936 (as female f. of Cymothoe herminia).  Bulletin de la Société Lépidoptérologique de Genève 7: 185 (184-187).  Cameroon: “Lolodorf”.
straelini Overlaet, 1945 (as f. of Cymothoe ogova).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 281 (265-289).  “Boma Sundi”.
Cymothoe harmilla kraepelini Schultze, 1912

Cymothoe kraepelini Schultze, 1912.  Entomologische Rundschau 29: 91 (91-93).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Molundu (Süd-Kamerun)”.

Distribution: Cameroon (south-east) (Bouyer & Joly, 1995: 526).
[Given as Cymothoe kraepelini Schultze in Ackery, et al., 1995: 379; downgraded to Cymothoe harmilla kraepelini by Bouyer & Joly, 1995 (Lambillionea 95 (4) (Tome I): 529 (526-532).).]

Cymothoe harmilla micans Bouyer & Joly, 1995

Cymothoe harmilla micans Bouyer & Joly, 1995.  Lambillionea 95 (4) (Tome I): 529 (526-532).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Zaïre, Kivu, Irangi 15-V-89 (coll. E. Joly).”  Holotype in MRAC, Tervuren.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east) (Bouyer & Joly, 1995: 526).
Cymothoe hartigi Belcastro, 1990

Cymothoe hartigi Belcastro, 1990.  Problemi Attuali di Scienza e di Cultura Quaderno 265: 72 (69-78).

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Southern Province, Tiwai Island on the Moa River, m 100".

Distribution: Guinea (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast.

Common name: Hartig’s red glider.

Habitat: Primary forest.

Habits: A somewhat localized butterfly that may, however, be quite common (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe hartigi hartigi Belcastro, 1990

Cymothoe hartigi Belcastro, 1990.  Problemi Attuali di Scienza e di Cultura Quaderno 265: 72 (69-78).

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Southern Province, Tiwai Island on the Moa River, m 100".

Distribution: Guinea (east) (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Sierra Leone (south-east), Liberia (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Djeke (Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Tiwai Island (TL).

tiwaiensis Belcastro, 1990 (as f. of Cymothoe hartigi).  Problemi Attuali di Scienza e di Cultura Quaderno 265: 73 (69-78).  Sierra Leone: “Southern Province, Tiwai Island on the Moa River, m 100".
Cymothoe hartigi vanessae Warren-Gash, 2003

Cymothoe hartigi vanessae Warren-Gash, 2003.  Metamorphosis 14 (3): 97 (63-110).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Monogaga Forest, western coast, 2.ix.2000”.  Holotype (male) in African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi.

General remarks: Named for Vanessa Warren-Gash, daughter of Haydon, who has collected butterflies in Ivory Coast, including the Monogaga Forest (Collins et al., 2003).

Distribution: Ivory Coast (south-west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Monogaga Forest (TL); Bereby Forest (Warren-Gash vide Collins et al., 2003).
Cymothoe haynae Dewitz, 1887

Cymothoe haynae Dewitz, 1887.  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 30: 302 (301-302).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mukenge”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe haynae haynae Dewitz, 1887

Cymothoe haynae Dewitz, 1887.  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 30: 302 (301-302).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mukenge”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south).
umbrosa Overlaet, 1942 (as ssp. of Cymothoe haynae).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 36: 191 (165-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga, Katanga”.
luazae Overlaet, 1942 (as f. of Cymothoe haynae umbrosa).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 36: 192 (165-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga, Katanga”.
decorata Overlaet, 1942 (as f. of Cymothoe haynae umbrosa).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 36: 193 (165-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga”.
aurantiana Overlaet, 1942 (as f. of Cymothoe haynae umbrosa).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 36: 193 (165-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga, Katanga”.
Cymothoe haynae diphyia Karsch, 1894

Cymothoe diphyia Karsch, 1894.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 20: 211 (209-240).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Issango-Fähre (N. Albert Edward See, 0° 49')”; “Urwalde, N.W. Runssóro”.

Distribution: Cameroon (east), Congo (north), Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri, Ruwenzori, Kivu), Uganda (western border).
kamitugensis Dufrane, 1945 (as f. of Cymothoe diphyia).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 81: 102 (90-143).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kamituga”.
Cymothoe haynae fumosa Staudinger, 1896

Cymothoe fumosa Staudinger, 1896.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 9: 215 (193-240).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mocquerys am Kuilu”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.  Known only from the type locality.
Cymothoe haynae superba Aurivillius, 1899

Cymothoe superba Aurivillius, 1899 in Aurivillius, 1898-9.  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 213 (1-561).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Süd-Kamerun: Lolodorf”.

Distribution: Cameroon (south and west), Gabon.
Cymothoe haynae vosiana Overlaet, 1942

Cymothoe vosiana Overlaet, 1942.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 36: 194 (165-194).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kasai”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south-central - Kasai Valley).
Cymothoe heliada (Hewitson, 1874)

Harma heliada Hewitson, 1874.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 274 (274).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Common name: Small scalloped glider.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A seemingly rare and localized species, at least in Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Amiet, 2000.  (larva).

Larval food:

Rinorea species (Violaceae) [Amiet, 2000 (Cameroon)].
Cymothoe heliada heliada (Hewitson, 1874)

Harma heliada Hewitson, 1874.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 274 (274).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a).
heliadina Schultze, 1916 (as var. of Cymothoe heliada).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 81 (A.7.): 159 (159-167).  Cameroon: “bei Feintschang im Gebiet des oberen Crossflusses (N.-W.-Kamerun)”.
Cymothoe heliada liberatorum Overlaet, 1952

Cymothoe heliada liberatorum Overlaet, 1952.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 23 (1-50).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Komi, Sankuru”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (central - Sankuru).
liberatorum Overlaet, 1945 (as female f. of Cymothoe heliada).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 284 (265-289).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Komi, Sankuru, Congo Belge”.
Cymothoe heliada mutshindji Overlaet, 1940

Cymothoe mutshindji Overlaet, 1940.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 33: 169 (150-172).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “à la riv. Mutshindji (Territoire de Kapanga)”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba, Kabinda).
luizana Overlaet, 1940 (as f. of Cymothoe mutshindji).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 33: 169 (150-172).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “riv. Mutshindji, affluent de gauche de la riv. Luiza”.
seydeli Overlaet, 1945 (as ssp. of Cymothoe heliada).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 283 (265-289).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mwene-Ditu, Katanga”.
Cymothoe herminia (Grose-Smith, 1887)

Harma herminia Grose-Smith, 1887.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 19: 63 (62-66).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Camaroon Mountains”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia.

Common name: Herminia glider.

Habitat: Lowland to submontane forest (Kielland, 1990).  Wet forests of good quality (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Scarce west of the Dahomey Gap (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens are often found settling on leaves, low down.  Strongly attracted by fermented fruit (Kielland, 1990; Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Amiet, 2000 (pupa).

Larval food:

Dovyalis species (Flacourtiaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 115].

Rawsonia species (Flacourtiaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 115].

Dasylepis species (Flacourtiaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].
Cymothoe herminia herminia (Grose-Smith, 1887)

Harma herminia Grose-Smith, 1887.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 19: 63 (62-66).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Camaroon Mountains”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri Forest).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a); Mambilla Plateau (Larsen, 2005a); Awka Forest near Onitsha (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – above the village of Toko (1,100 m) in Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
sultani Bryk, 1915 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 81 (A) (4): 14 (1-16).  Cameroon: “Kamerun, wahrscheinlich Akoafim”.
siegfriedi Bryk, 1915 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 81 (A) (4): 15 (1-16).  Cameroon: “Kamerun, wahrscheinlich Akoafim”.
poensis Holland, 1920 (as var. of Cymothoe herminia).  Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History 43: 196 (109-369).  Equatorial Guinea: “Fernando Po”.
vulcanica Schultze, 1920 (as female var. of Cymothoe herminia).  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika-Expedition 1 (14): 667 (639-829).  Equatorial Guinea: “San Carlos (Fernando Po)”.
Cymothoe herminia gongoa Fox, 1965

Cymothoe herminia gongoa Fox, 1965 in Fox, et al., 1965.  Memoirs of the American Entomological Society No. 19: 210 (438 pp.).

Type locality: Liberia: “Wanau Forest”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Banco Forest near Abidjan (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Ankasa National Park (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Bia (Larsen, 2005a); Krokosua Hills (Larsen, 2005a); Tano Ofin (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Note: The female allotype of gongoa is actually C. weymeri mulatta (Larsen, 2005a).
Cymothoe herminia johnstoni (Butler, 1902)

Harma johnstoni Butler, 1902.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1902: 47 (44-51).

Type locality: Uganda: “Toro”. [male only.]

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Ntakatta Forest; Mpanda; Kigoma (Kielland, 1990).
confluens van Someren, 1939 (as female f. of Cymothoe herminia johnstoni).   Journal of the East Africa and Uganda Natural History Society 14: 72 (15-100).  Uganda: “Budongo Forest”.
bipartita van Someren, 1939 (as female f. of Cymothoe herminia johnstoni).   Journal of the East Africa and Uganda Natural History Society 14: 72 (15-100).  Uganda: “Kalizu Forest, W. Ankole”.
kakamega van Someren, 1939 (as female f. of Cymothoe herminia johnstoni).   Journal of the East Africa and Uganda Natural History Society 14: 73 (15-100).  Kenya: “Kakamega”.
budongo van Someren, 1939 (as female f. of Cymothoe herminia johnstoni).   Journal of the East Africa and Uganda Natural History Society 14: 73 (15-100).  Uganda: “Budongo”.
overlaeti Overlaet, 1942 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 36: 183 (165-194).  Uganda.
Cymothoe herminia katshokwe Overlaet, 1940

Cymothoe herminia race katshokwe Overlaet, 1940.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 33: 164 (150-172).
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Cymothoe herminia katshokwe.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 62mm.  Teisokatunda, Katanga, Congo.  15.4.69.  Dr Allard.  (Henning collection - H221).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mutshindji-Kapanga”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Kalene Hill, Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).
kaluundu Overlaet, 1940 (as f. of Cymothoe herminia katshokwe).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 33: 165 (150-172).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kafakumba et de Kapanga”.
interrupta Overlaet, 1940 (as var. of Cymothoe herminia katshokwe).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 33: 168 (150-172).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mutshindji (Kapanga); Luiza (Kapanga)”.
diffusa Overlaet, 1942 (as f. of Cymothoe herminia katshokwe).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 36: 185 (165-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mutshindji-Kapanga, Katanga”.
burgeoni Overlaet, 1942 (as f. of Cymothoe herminia katshokwe).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 36: 185 (165-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kafakumba”.
praeformata Overlaet, 1942 (as f. of Cymothoe herminia katshokwe).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 36: 185 (165-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kafakumba, Katanga”.
Cymothoe hesiodina Schultze, 1908

Cymothoe hesiodina Schultze, 1908.  Societas Entomologica 23: 130 (130-131).
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Cymothoe hesiodina male.  Oban Hills, Nigeria, 1995.  Digital photographs ex Torben Larsen.
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Cymothoe hesiodina female.  Oban Hills, Nigeria, 1995.  Digital photographs ex Torben Larsen.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Urwald bei N’kore (Gebiet des oberen Cross-Flusses) in Nordwest-Kamerun”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – northern half of the Oban Hills, near Itaka (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Forest at N’kore (TL).

Common name: Schultze’s lurid glider.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: An exceedingly rare species that was known only from the type male until Larsen collected a pair in March, 1995 and a female in December, 1995 (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: The pair of Cymothoe illustrated as representing C. hesiodina by Boorman (1965) pertain to C. hesiodotus nigeriensis (Larsen, 2005a).
Cymothoe hesiodotus Staudinger, 1890

Cymothoe hesiodotus Staudinger, 1890.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 50: 415 (412-422).

Type locality: Gabon: “Ogove”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Common name: Orange lurid glider.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Subspecies nigeriensis may be common in suitable forests (Larsen, 2005a).  Males defend territories from perches low down along forest paths and roads, after descending from the canopy at about 14:00 (Larsen, 2005a).  Contesting males fly around each other slowly, in circles, much like the males of C. jodutta (Larsen, 2005a).  Females are rarely seen (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Amiet, 2000.  (pupa).

Larval food:

Rinorea species (Violaceae) [Larsen, 2005a (eastern Cameroon)].
Cymothoe hesiodotus hesiodotus Staudinger, 1890

Cymothoe hesiodotus Staudinger, 1890.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 50: 415 (412-422).

Type locality: Gabon: “Ogove”.

Distribution: Cameroon (east), Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (south-central).
Cymothoe hesiodotus nigeriensis Overlaet, 1952

Cymothoe lurida var. nigeriensis Overlaet, 1952.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 37 (1-50).

Synonym of Cymothoe lurida lurida (Butler, 1871).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Cymothoe hesiodotus nigeriensis Overlaet, 1952.  Larsen, 2005a: 354, stat. nov.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Nigerküste” [Warri (Larsen, 2005a)].

Distribution: Nigeria (mid-west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Warri (TL); near Benin City (Larsen, 2005a); Gambari (Larsen, 2005a); Sapoba (Larsen, 2005a); Okomu Nature Sanctuary (Larsen, 2005a).
Cymothoe hesiodotus clarior Overlaet, 1952

Cymothoe hesiodotus clarior Overlaet, 1952.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 17 (1-50).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kindu”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east - from Ituri Forest to Kindu).
Cymothoe hobarti Butler, 1900

Cymothoe hobarti Butler, 1900.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1899: 976 (976-978).

Type locality: Uganda: “Nandi District, Uganda Protectorate, Eastern side of Lake Victoria”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Central African Republic, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania.

Habitat: Lowland to submontane forest (Kielland, 1990).  In Tanzania ssp. lactanganyika occurs from 800 to 1 500 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Often seen sunning itself on an exposed leaf.  Males mud puddle and both sexes are attracted to fermenting fruit (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Rinorea species (Violaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 115].
Cymothoe hobarti hobarti Butler, 1900

Cymothoe hobarti Butler, 1900.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1899: 976 (976-978).

Type locality: Uganda: “Nandi District, Uganda Protectorate, Eastern side of Lake Victoria”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
Cymothoe hobarti candidata Overlaet, 1954

Cymothoe euthalioides candidata Overlaet, 1954.  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 90: 33 (32-33).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Bambesa”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north), Central African Republic (south).
Cymothoe hobarti lactanganyikae Collins, 1990

Cymothoe hobarti lactanganyikae Collins, 1990 in Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania 339 (363 pp.).  Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Ntakatta, Mpanda, W. Tanzania 1.73 J. Kielland”.  Holotype (female) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Original description:

“In this population of Cymothoe hobarti the females are consistently different to specimens from Shaba Zaire or Eastern Zaire.  The main character on the recto surface is the area at the base of the wings which is a more orange colour than specimens from Central Zaire and Shaba which are much more crimson.  Also on the forewing the white markings which occur distally to the margin are more developed than in other races.  On the hindwing the orange markings extend to the submargin and are not broken by brownish-grey crescent lunules as in other races.  The males are indistinguishable from other races.”

Diagnosis: Females are characterized on the upperside of the wings by the orange colouration at the base of the wings and the better developed white distal markings on the forewing; on the hindwing the orange markings extend to the submargin and are not broken by brownish-grey crescent-shaped lunules.  The males are indistinguishable from those of the other subspecies.

Distribution: Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Ntakatta (TL); Lubalizi; Kasye; Wanzizi in Mpanda (Kielland, 1990);  Kigoma; Mpanda (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Cymothoe hobarti mwamikazi Overlaet, 1952

Cymothoe sangaris mwamikazi Overlaet, 1952.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 35 (1-50).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Beni”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu, Kibali, Ituri).
Cymothoe howarthi Rydon, 1981

Cymothoe howarthi Rydon, 1981.  Lambillionea 81: 4 (4-10).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Middle Lowa Valley, nr. Walikali”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe hyarbita (Hewitson, 1866)

Harma hyarbita Hewitson, 1866 in Hewitson, 1862-6.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 3: 57 (124 pp.). London.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Common name: Creamy yellow glider.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Dichapetalum species (Dichapetalaceae) [Fontaine, 1983 (Democratic Republic of Congo)].

Caloncoba species (Flacourtiaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].
Cymothoe hyarbita hyarbita (Hewitson, 1866)

Harma hyarbita Hewitson, 1866 in Hewitson, 1862-6.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 3: 57 (124 pp.). London.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Congo (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Old Calabar (TL).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
hora Distant, 1880 (as sp. of Paradiadema).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1879: 704 (703-709).  Cameroon: “Camaroons”.
buchholzi Plötz, 1880 (as sp. of Aterica).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 41: 193 (189-206).  Cameroon: “Mungo”.
electrinos Birket-Smith, 1960 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 22: 927 (521-554, 924-983, 1259-1284).  Cameroon: “river Nyong just south of Makak station, French Cameroons”.
Cymothoe hyarbita hyarbitina Aurivillius, 1897

Cymothoe hyarbitina Aurivillius, 1897.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm 54: 283 (279-286).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congogebiet: Beni-Bendi”.

Distribution: Congo (east), Democratic Republic of Congo.
Cymothoe hypatha (Hewitson, 1866)

Harma hypatha Hewitson, 1866 in Hewitson, 1862-6.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 3: 58 (124 pp.). London.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo.


The record from Ghana (Moschler, 1887) and other records from Ghana and Ivory Coast are probably erroneous (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Large lurid glider.

Habitat: Primary forest.

Habits: Subspecies okomu is not uncommon in the mid-west of Nigeria but the nominate species appears to be rare in the Cross River loop in Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Amiet, 2000.  [larva].

Larval food:

Rinorea species (Violaceae) [Larsen, 2005a (Cameroon)].
Cymothoe hypatha hypatha (Hewitson, 1866)

Harma hypatha Hewitson, 1866 in Hewitson, 1862-6.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 3: 58 (124 pp.). London.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Gabon, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (north).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
hesiodus Hewitson, 1869 in Hewitson, 1867-71 (as ?).  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 4: 52 ([118] pp.). London.  “Congo”.
alexander Suffert, 1904 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 117 (108-123).  Angola: “Pungo Andongo, Loanda”.
lucida Overlaet, 1952 (as f. of Cymothoe hesiodus).  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 18 18 (1-50).  No locality given.
Cymothoe hypatha okomu Hecq & Larsen, 1997

Cymothoe hypatha okomu Hecq & Larsen, 1997.  Lambillionea 97 (1) (Tome II): 102 (101-104).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Okomu Nature Sanctuary, Nigeria, xi. 1996 (T.B. Larsen leg.).”  Holotype in MRAC, Tervuren.

Distribution: Nigeria (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Okomu Nature Sanctuary (TL); Omo Forest (Larsen, 2005a)
Cymothoe indamora (Hewitson, 1866)

Harma indamora Hewitson, 1866 in Hewitson, 1862-6.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 3: 54 (124 pp.). London.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Common name: Indamora glider.

Habitat: Mainly in the transition zone between primary and secondary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A localized but not necessarily uncommon species (Larsen, 2005a).  Males perch on the edge of clearings, usually three to five metres above the ground.  They often come to fallen fruit (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Amiet, 2000 (larva and pupa).

Larval food:

Flacourtiaceae [Larsen, 2005a (Cameroon)].
Cymothoe indamora indamora (Hewitson, 1866)

Harma indamora Hewitson, 1866 in Hewitson, 1862-6.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 3: 54 (124 pp.). London.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Old Calabar (TL).

Cmeroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
hewitsoni Staudinger, 1890.b (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 50: 419 (412-422).  Cameroon: “Hinterlande von Kamerun (Barombi-Station)”.
staudingeri Aurivillius, 1899 in Aurivillius, 1898-9 (as ?).  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 213 (1-561).  Cameroon: “Kamerun: Barombi-Station”.
Cymothoe indamora amorinda van Someren, 1939

Cymothoe indamora amorinda van Someren, 1939.  Journal of the East Africa and Uganda Natural History Society 14: 79 (15-100).

Type locality: Uganda: “Kalinzu, W. Ankole”.

Distribution: Uganda (west - Kalinzu Forest).
damora van Someren, 1939 (as f. of Cymothoe indamora amorinda).  Journal of the East Africa and Uganda Natural History Society 14: 80 (15-100).  Uganda: “Kalinzu, W. Ankole”.
Cymothoe indamora canui Beaurain, 1985

Cymothoe indamora canui Beaurain, 1985.  Lambillionea 85: 89 (87-95).

Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Sud Pic Central, 1300 m, Bioko”.

Distribution: Equatorial Guinea (Bioko).
annamariae Beaurain, 1985 (as female f. of Cymothoe indamora canui).   Lambillionea 85: 93 (87-95).  Equatorial Guinea: “Sud Pic Central, 1300 m, Bioko”.
nathaliae Beaurain, 1985 (as female f. of Cymothoe indamora canui).  Lambillionea 85: 93 (87-95).  Equatorial Guinea: “Sud Pic Central, 1300 m, Bioko”.
Cymothoe isiro Rydon, 1981

Cymothoe isiro Rydon, 1981.  Lambillionea 81: 83 (83-93).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Isiro”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
albidior Rydon, 1981 (as female f. of Cymothoe isiro).  Lambillionea 81: 92 (83-93).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Uele, Isiro”.
Cymothoe jodutta (Westwood, 1850)

Harma jodutta Westwood, 1850 in Doubleday and Westwood, [1846-52].  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: 289 (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.

Type locality: Ghana: “Ashanti”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Common name: Jodutta glider.

Habitat: Wet forest of reasonable quality (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A relatively common species in West Africa, except in the Cross River loop, where it is scarce (Larsen, 2005a).  Males defend perches in sunlit spots (Larsen, 2005a).  Contesting males fly in tight circles, facing in the same direction, almost wing-tip to wing-tip.  The wings are held horizontally and forward motion is achieved by quivering movements of the wings.  These contests may last for several minutes until one individual flies off, chased furiously by the victor.  Identical behaviour has been noted in C. beckeri (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Amiet, 2000.  (larva and pupa).

Larval food:

Caloncoba species (Flacourtiaceae) [Fontaine, 1983 (Democratic Republic of Congo)].
Cymothoe jodutta jodutta (Westwood, 1850)

Harma jodutta Westwood, 1850 in Doubleday and Westwood, [1846-52].  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: 289 (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.

Type locality: Ghana: “Ashanti”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Ankasa National Park (Larsen, 2005a).
aralus Mabille, 1890 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 10: 22 (17-51).  Ivory Coast: “d’Assinie”. [male only.]
Cymothoe jodutta ciceronis (Ward, 1871)

Harma ciceronis Ward, 1871.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 8: 119 (34-36, 58-60, 81-82, 118-122).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Camaroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east of Niger), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mayumbe).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Note: Berger (1981) treats ciceronis as a distinct species but Larsen (2005a) considers it to be a subspecies of jodutta.

cyriades Ward, 1871 (as sp. of Harma).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 8: 120 (34-36, 58-60, 81-82, 118-122).  Cameroon: “Camaroons”; Ghana: “Cape Coast Castle”.
seneca Kirby, 1889 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 3: 249 (246-249).  Cameroon: “Cameroons”.
intermedia Gaede, 1916 (as var. of Cymothoe ehmkei).  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 9: 109 (105-106, 109-112, 125-126).  Cameroon: “Jaunde-Bezirk, Kamerun”.
Cymothoe jodutta ehmckei Dewitz, 1887

Cymothoe ehmckei Dewitz, 1887.  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 30: 302 (301-302).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mukenge, Urwald”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Tshuapa, Mai-Ndombe, Kinshasa, Kwango, Kasai, Sankuru).
Cymothoe jodutta mostinckxi Overlaet, 1952

Cymothoe jodutta mostinckxi Overlaet, 1952.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 43 (1-50).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Molegbwe”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Ubangi, Mongala, Uele, Ituri, Kivu, Tshopo), Uganda (west - Bwamba Valley).
Cymothoe lambertoni Oberthür, 1923

Cymothoe lambertoni Oberthür, 1923.  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 21: 125 (119-155).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Tsaratanana, au nord de Madagascar”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
lux Le Cerf, 1928 (as f. indiv. of Cymothoe lambertoni).  Encyclopédie Entomologique (B. 3. Lepidoptera) 3: 121 (117-126).  Madagascar: “Sud-Est de Madagascar”.
turlini Viette, 1971 (as seasonal f. of Cymothoe lambertoni lambertoni).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 76: 34 (32-34).  Madagascar: “Sambirano, Ambanja”.
Cymothoe dujardini Viette, 1971

Cymothoe lambertoni dujardini Viette, 1971.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 76: 33 (32-34).

Cymothoe dujardini Viette, 1971.  Stat. nov. Lees et al., 2003.

Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascar Est, région de Brickaville, Ranamofana-Est”.

General remarks: This very localized species is seriously threatened by extensive lowland forest destruction in its area of distribution (Lees et al., 2003).

Distribution: Madagascar (east).

Specific localities:

Madagascar – Region de Brickaville, Ranamofana-Est (TL); Andekaleka (= Rogez) (Lees et al., 2003).
Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe lucasii (Doumet, 1859)

Nymphalis lucasii Doumet, 1859.  Revue et Magasin de Zoologie Pure et Appliquée (2) 11: 262 (260-267).

Type locality: Gabon.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Common name: Fiery yellow glider.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Rinorea species (Violaceae) [Larsen, 2005a (Cameroon)].
Cymothoe lucasii lucasii (Doumet, 1859)

Nymphalis lucasii Doumet, 1859.  Revue et Magasin de Zoologie Pure et Appliquée (2) 11: 262 (260-267).

Type locality: Gabon.

Distribution: Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo (west).
Cymothoe lucasii binotorum Darge, 1985

Cymothoe lucasii binotorum Darge, 1985.  Lambillionea 85: 119 (119-122).

Type locality: Congo: “Ouesso”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo (parts of), Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Old Calabar (Larsen, 2005a; a record from the 19th century) 
Cymothoe lucasii cloetensi Seeldrayers, 1896

Cymothoe cloetensi Seeldrayers, 1896.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 40: 501 (499-505).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Beni-Bendi sur le Sankourou”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Ituri, Kwngo, Sankuru).
Cymothoe lucasii minigorum Darge, 1985

Cymothoe lucasii minigorum Darge, 1985.  Lambillionea 85: 121 (119-122).

Type locality: Congo: “Congo: M’Bé”.

Distribution: Congo (Brazzaville district).

Note: Larsen, (2005a) doubts that minigorum is a valid subspecies.
Cymothoe lurida (Butler, 1871)

Harma lurida Butler, 1871.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1871: 80 (79-83).

Type locality: Ghana: “Fantee, Cape Coast”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia.

Common name: Lurid glider.

Habitat: Lowland to submontane forest, including riparian forest.  In Tanzania ssp. azumai is found at altitudes varying from 800 to 1 500 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Very rare west of the Dahomey Gap but not uncommon in the Cross River loop, Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).  Usually keeps to the deep shade of the forest, flying low down just above the ground, and settling on the ground or low vegetation in sunny spots on the forest floor (Kielland, 1990).  Larsen (2005a) states that they also fly in the forest canopy.  Males defend territories from perches that range from a metre above the ground to almost canopy height (Larsen, 2005a).  Males are known to mud puddle (Kielland, 1990).  Occasionally attracted to fermenting bananas (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Dovyalis species (Flacourtiaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 115].

Rawsonia species (Flacourtiaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 115].

Rinorea species (Violaceae) [Larsen, 2005a (Cameroon)].
Cymothoe lurida lurida (Butler, 1871)

Harma lurida Butler, 1871.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1871: 80 (79-83).

Type locality: Ghana: “Fantee, Cape Coast”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Yapo (Larsen, 2005a); Alepe (Larsen, 2005a); Agboville (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Fantee, Cape Coast (TL); Koforidua (Larsen, 2005a); Assin Foso (Larsen, 2005a); Enchi (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); near Aburi (Larsen, 2005a).
Cymothoe lurida hesione Weymer, 1907

Cymothoe hesione Weymer, 1907.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 20: 40 (1-51).

Synonym of Cymothoe lurida lurida (Butler, 1871).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Cymothoe lurida hesione Weymer, 1907.  Larsen, 2005a: 353, stat. nov.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Kamerun”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola (north), Democratic Republic of Congo (west).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

congoensis Suffert, 1904 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 115 (108-123).  “Congo”.

rufobrunnea Neustetter, 1912 (as female ab. of Cymothoe lurida var. butleri).   Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 26: 167 (167-185).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kassaifluss im Kongostaat”.

Cymothoe lurida azumai Carcasson, 1964

Cymothoe lurida azumai Carcasson, 1964.  Journal of the East Africa Natural History Society & Coryndon Museum 24 (4): 63 (62-67).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Makuyu, Kigoma, Tanganyika”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north-west ), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mpanda; Kigoma (Kielland, 1990).
dubia Schouteden, 1912 (as var. of Cymothoe butleri).  Revue de Zoologie Africaine 1: 394 (389-396).  Zambia: “Msisi; Mukenge”.
Cymothoe lurida butleri Grünberg, 1908

Cymothoe butleri Grünberg, 1908.  Sitzungsberichte der Gesellschaft Naturforschender Freunde zu Berlin 1908: 55 (50-62).

Type locality: Uganda.

Diagnosis: Male much paler than ssp. azumai and female with a much narrower subapical band in the forewing (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Cymothoe lurida centralis Overlaet, 1952

Cymothoe lurida centralis Overlaet, 1952.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 16 (1-50).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “riv. Luakile, afll. de gauce du Lubudi, ancien territoire de Kinda, Katanga”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (central – Lualaba, Kasai, Lomami, Sankuru).
sublustris Overlaet, 1952 (as f. of Cymothoe lurida centralis).  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 16 (1-50).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Source Kansense, chefferie Kabondo-Monga, ancien territoire de Kinda”.
Cymothoe lurida sublurida Fruhstorfer, 1903

Cymothoe lurida sublurida Fruhstorfer, 1903.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 64: 359 (359-361).

Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Fernando Po”.

Distribution: Equatorial Guinea (Bioko).
Cymothoe lurida tristis Overlaet, 1952

Cymothoe lurida tristis Overlaet, 1952.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 15 (1-50).

Type locality: “Sassa”.

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Kinshasa, Mongala, Uele, Ituri, Kivu), Uganda (west - Bwamba, Toro).
Cymothoe mabillei Overlaet, 1944

Cymothoe mabillei Overlaet, 1944.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 61 (40-74).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “d’Assinie”.

Distribution: Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana (west of the Volta River).


Records from Nigeria are probably erroneous (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Assinie (TL).

Common name: Western red glider.

Habitat: Forest, including somewhat disturbed forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A common butterfly west of the Volta River, Ghana (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
aralus Mabille, 1890 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 10: 22 (17-51).  Ivory Coast: “d’Assinie”. [female only.]
leonis Aurivillius, 1912 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as female ab. of Cymothoe anitorgis).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 153 (614 pp.).  No locality given.
testui Overlaet, 1944 (as f. of Cymothoe mabillei).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 64 (40-74).  Gabon: “Tshibanga”.  This taxon must refer to some other species since mabillei does not occur east of Ghana (MCW).
Cymothoe magambae Rydon, 1980

Cymothoe magambae Rydon, 1980 in d’Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region 272 (593 pp.).  Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “W. Usambara Mts, Lushoto, Magamba Forest, 7000 ft”.

Diagnosis: Similar to C. aurivillii and C. amaniensis but male with less produced forewing apex; forewing cream patch not broken up (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania.

Habitat: Montane forest at altitudes from 1 700 to 2 200 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: A shy species. Males fast-flighted and highly territorial, perching on exposed leaves (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe magambae magambae Rydon, 1980

Cymothoe magambae Rydon, 1980 in d’Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region 272 (593 pp.).  Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “W. Usambara Mts, Lushoto, Magamba Forest, 7000 ft”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north - Magamba Forest).
Cymothoe magambae pareensis Rydon, 1996

Cymothoe magambae pareensis Rydon, 1996.  Lambillionea 96 (Numero Special): 10 (8-14).

Type locality: Tanzania: “S. Pare Mts. Choma, 12.iv.1976 (1900m) (J. Kielland).”  Place of deposition of holotype not given. 

Distribution: Tanzania (South Pare Mountains).
Cymothoe magnus Joicey & Talbot, 1928

Cymothoe magnus Joicey & Talbot, 1928.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 2: 23 (19-27).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “North Congo: Oso-Lowa Watershed”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe melanjae Bethune-Baker, 1926

Cymothoe melanjae Bethune-Baker, 1926.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 17: 385 (384-402).

Type locality: Malawi: “Nyassaland into Melanje”.

Distribution: Malawi (Mt Mlanje).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe meridionalis Overlaet, 1944

Cymothoe meridionalis Overlaet, 1944.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 41 (40-74).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe meridionalis meridionalis Overlaet, 1944

Cymothoe meridionalis Overlaet, 1944.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 41 (40-74).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south - southern Kabinda, west Lualaba).
vermaki Overlaet, 1944 (as f. of Cymothoe meridionalis).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 43 (40-74).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga”.
ornata Overlaet, 1944 (as f. of Cymothoe meridionalis).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 45 (40-74).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga”.
diffusa Overlaet, 1944 (as f. of Cymothoe meridionalis).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 45 (40-74).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga”.
Cymothoe meridionalis ghesquierei Overlaet, 1944

Cymothoe meridionalis ghesquierei Overlaet, 1944.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 46 (40-74).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Stanleyville”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east - Maniema, Tshopo).
Cymothoe ochreata Grose-Smith, 1890

Cymothoe ochreata Grose-Smith, 1890.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1890: 471 (463-473).

Type locality: “from Yambuya on the Aruwimi River through the great forest of central Africa”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda (west).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
cycladina Grünberg, 1908 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Sitzungsberichte der Gesellschaft Naturforschender Freunde zu Berlin 1908: 55 (50-62).  Uganda.
vicina Hulstaert, 1926 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 14: 61 (60-63).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Lesse”.
hulstaerti Overlaet, 1952 (as f. of Cymothoe ochreata).  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 19 (1-50).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Boga à Lesse; Kivu; Iroumou, Itouri”; Uganda: “Afr. Or. Angl.”.
normalis Overlaet, 1952 (as f. of Cymothoe ochreata).  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 19 (1-50).  No locality given.
Cymothoe oemilius (Doumet, 1859)

Nymphalis oemilius Doumet, 1859.  Revue et Magasin de Zoologie Pure et Appliquée (2) 11: 260 (260-267).

Type locality: Gabon.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Striped glider.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A reasonably common butterfly that usually flies from one to two metres above the ground (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is gliding, with measured wing beats.  Individuals often settle on leaves in order to bask (Larsen, 2005a).  Males occasionally mudpuddle (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Amiet, 2000.  (larva and pupa).

Larval food:

Caloncoba species (Flacourtiaceae) [Amiet, 2000 (Cameroon)].
Cymothoe oemilius oemilius (Doumet, 1859)

Nymphalis oemilius Doumet, 1859.  Revue et Magasin de Zoologie Pure et Appliquée (2) 11: 260 (260-267).

Type locality: Gabon.

Distribution: Nigeria (east and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
hemeresia Hewitson, 1864 in Hewitson, 1862-6 (as sp. of Harma).  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 3: 55 (124 pp.). London.  Nigeria: “Calabar”.
frederica Distant, 1880 (as sp. of Harma).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1879: 707 (703-709).  Nigeria: “Calabar district”.
achillides Schultze, 1916 (as ab. of Cymothoe oemilius).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 81 (A.12.): 137 (136-142).  Cameroon: “Urwald bei N’Gola-Gebiet des oberen Djah (Süd-Kamerun)”.
Cymothoe oemilius fernandina Hall, 1929

Cymothoe oemilius fernandina Hall, 1929.  Entomologist 62: 133 (130-134).

Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Fernando Po”.

Distribution: Equatorial Guinea (Bioko).
Cymothoe ogova (Plötz, 1880)

Harma ogova Plötz, 1880.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 41: 193 (189-206).

Type locality: Gabon: “Ogova”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Gabon – Ogova (TL).

Common name: Elegant red glider.

Habitat: Forest in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A rare buttterfly that seems to keep mostly to the forest canopy.  Males may come down occasionally to fallen fruit (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Amiet, 2000.  (pupa).

Larval food:

Rinorea species (Violaceae) [Larsen, 2005a (Cameroon)].
Cymothoe orphnina Karsch, 1894

Cymothoe orphnina Karsch, 1894.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 20: 213 (209-240).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Albert Njansa (Ituri Fähre)”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Common name: Orphnina glider.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: An uncommon and local species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe orphnina orphnina Karsch, 1894

Cymothoe orphnina Karsch, 1894.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 20: 213 (209-240).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Albert Njansa (Ituri Fähre)”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east - Kivu to Ituri Forest and Aruwiumi River).
infuscata Joicey and Talbot, 1928 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 2: 24 (19-27).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congo, West Semliki Valley, 3,500 feet”.
Cymothoe orphnina suavis Schultze, 1913

Cymothoe suavis Schultze, 1913.  Societas Entomologica 28: 50 (50-51).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Akók (Süd-Kamerun)”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (south-west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Obudu Plateau (Davey Collection ex ABRI, teste Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Akok (TL).

Cymothoe owassae Schultze, 1916

Cymothoe owassae Schultze, 1916.  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 81 (A.12.): 137 (136-142).

Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Nebelwalde des O-Wassa (Fernando Po)”.

Distribution: Equatorial Guinea (Bioko).


Recorded, in error, from “West Africa” by Carcasson (1981) (Larsen, 2005a).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe preussi Staudinger, 1890

Cymothoe preussi Staudinger, 1890.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 50: 412 (412-422).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Barombi Station im Hinterlande von Kamerun”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Preuss’ orange glider.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A rare butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Females are mimics of moths belonging to the genus Aletis and may be seen in the understorey of open forest while in search of larval host-plants (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe radialis Gaede, 1916

Cymothoe radialis Gaede, 1916.  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 9: 109 (105-106, 109-112, 125-126).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Molundu, Süd-Kamerun”.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe rebeli Neustetter, 1912

Cymothoe rebeli Neustetter, 1912.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 26: 182 (167-185).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Kamerun”.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe reginaeelisabethae Holland, 1920

Cymothoe reginaeelisabethae Holland, 1920.  Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History 43: 201 (109-369).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Medje”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Central African Republic.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe reginaeelisabethae reginaeelisabethae Holland, 1920

Cymothoe reginaeelisabethae Holland, 1920.  Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History 43: 201 (109-369).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Medje”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Ituri, north Kivu), Uganda (Toro).
dropsyi Overlaet, 1944 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 55 (40-74).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Uele, Bambesa”.
Cymothoe reginaeelisabethae belgarum Overlaet, 1952

Cymothoe reginaeelisabethae belgarum Overlaet, 1952.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) Sciences zoologiques 14: 34 (1-50).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kotakoli”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north - Ubangi), Central African Republic, Cameroon.
similis Neustetter, 1912 (as ab. of Cymothoe coccinata).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 26: 175 (167-185).  Cameroon: “Kamerun”; “Congo-Gebiet”.
Cymothoe reinholdi (Plötz, 1880)

Harma reinholdi Plötz, 1880.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 41: 194 (189-206).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bonjongo”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Common name: Reinhold’s creamy glider.

Habitat: Primary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: An uncommon species that is widely distributed (Larsen, 2005a).  Males defend territories from perches and females are most often encountered in the forest understorey while they are searching for host-plants on which to oviposit (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Caseria congoensis (Flacourtiaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].
Cymothoe reinholdi reinholdi (Plötz, 1880)

Harma reinholdi Plötz, 1880.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 41: 194 (189-206).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bonjongo”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Bonjongo (TL); Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
theodora Staudinger, 1890 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 50: 417 (412-422).  Cameroon: “Barombi-Station in Hinterland von Kamerun”.
Cymothoe reinholdi vitalis Rebel, 1914

Cymothoe reinholdi vitalis Rebel, 1914.  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 28: 250 (219-294).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Urwalde von Mawambi, Ukaika und Irumu”.

Distribution: Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (central and north-east).
Cymothoe sangaris (Godart, 1824)

Nymphale sangaris Godart, 1824 in Latreille and Godart, [1819], [1824].  Encyclopédie Méthodique. Histoire Naturelle [Zoologie] 9 Entomologie: 337 (1-328 [1819], 329-828 [1824]). Paris.

Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia.

Common name: Blood-red glider.

Habitat: Wetter forest, in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Where it is found this may be a common butterfly.  Both sexes usually fly high up but males may come down to settle on paths and roads, and females may be found in the understorey searching for larval host-plants (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Amiet, 1997.

Larval food:

Lasiodiscus mildbraedii (Rhamnaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast); Larsen (2005a) is sceptical about this record].

Rinorea species (Violaceae) [Amiet, 1997].

Note: Larsen (2005a) treats C. sangaris as a species complex, with at least four species subsumed under the name sangaris.  He also illustrates (Plate 71, 878A and 878B) and discusses (p.361) a male specimen caught in the Atewa Range by Maessen that appears to be a distinct species but refrains from naming it.

Cymothoe sangaris sangaris (Godart, 1824)

Nymphale sangaris Godart, 1824 in Latreille and Godart, [1819], [1824].  Encyclopédie Méthodique. Histoire Naturelle [Zoologie] 9 Entomologie: 337 (1-328 [1819], 329-828 [1824]). Paris.

Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Ubangi, Mongala, Uele, north Kivu, Tshopo, Tshuapa, Equateur, Kinshasa, Kwango, Kasai, Sankuru, Maniema).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a); Nimba (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Banco (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Tano Ofin (Larsen, 2005a); Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a); Cape Three Points (Larsen, 2005a); Begoro (Larsen, 2005a).
uselda Hewitson, 1869 in Hewitson, 1867-71 (as sp. of Harma).  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 4: 52 ([118] pp.). London.  “Congo”.
reuteri Strand, 1910 (as ab. of Cymothoe sangaris).  Wiener Entomologische Zeitung 29: 32 (29-35).  Cameroon: “Dume-Mündung in Kamerun”.
pallida Schultze, 1920 (as female ab. of Cymothoe sangaris).  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika-Expedition 1 (14): 696 (639-829).  Cameroon: “M’peum (Süd-Kamerun)”.
pluviatilis Overlaet, 1945 (as f. of Cymothoe sangaris).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 274 (265-289).  Congo: “Congo Français”.
extimata Overlaet, 1945 (as f. of Cymothoe sangaris reuteri).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 276 (265-289).  Congo: “Haut N’Bomou, Congo Français”.
simplicior Overlaet, 1945 (as f. of Cymothoe sangaris reuteri).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 276 (265-289).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Gemena, Ubangi”.
rubrior Overlaet, 1945 (as female f. of Cymothoe sangaris reuteri).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 278 (265-289).  Congo: “Etoumbi, Congo Français”.
Cymothoe sangaris luluana Overlaet, 1945

Cymothoe sangaris luluana Overlaet, 1945.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 276 (265-289).
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Cymothoe sangaris luluana.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 60mm.  Isombo, Ikelenge, Zambia.  27 March, 1981.  A.J. & M.W. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

[image: image28.jpg]


[image: image29.jpg]



Cymothoe sangaris luluana.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 66mm.  Lisombo, Ikelenge, Zambia.  31/iii/1977.  Fisher.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kafakumba, Katanga”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba, Lomami), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).
orchymonti Overlaet, 1945 (as f. of Cymothoe sangaris luluana).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 38: 277 (265-289).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kafakumba”.
Cymothoe sassiana Schouteden, 1912

Cymothoe sassiana Schouteden, 1912.  Revue de Zoologie Africaine 1: 394 (389-396).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Sassa”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe sassiana sassiana Schouteden, 1912

Cymothoe sassiana Schouteden, 1912.  Revue de Zoologie Africaine 1: 394 (389-396).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Sassa”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east).
Cymothoe sassiana intermedia Neustetter, 1912

Cymothoe cyclades intermedia Neustetter, 1912.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 26: 169 (167-185).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kassai (Kongo-Gebiet)”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south-central).
Cymothoe teita van Someren, 1939

Cymothoe teita van Someren, 1939.  Journal of the East Africa and Uganda Natural History Society 14: 77 (15-100).

Type locality: Kenya: “Bura, 5,000 feet”.

Distribution: Kenya (south-east - Teita Hills).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cymothoe vumbui Bethune-Baker, 1926

Cymothoe vumbui Bethune-Baker, 1926.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 17: 386 (38-402).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Vumba Mountains, 6500 ft., S. Rhodesia”.  The female was described by Stevenson (1934).

Diagnosis: Female similar to that of C. coranus but the apex of the forewing is more pointed (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Zimbabwe (eastern border), Mozambique.

Specific localities:

Mozambique – Posto de Catandica (Pennington) 

Zimbabwe – Vumba Mountains; Bunga Forest (Vumba); Butler North; Mount Selinda (Pringle, et al., 1994); Chimanimani district (Mullin).

Common name: Vumba glider.

Habitat: Montane forest.

Habits: Males normally fly about the forest canopy but will come down to mud-puddle.  Both sexes are attracted by fermenting fruit (Pringle, et al., 1994). 

Flight period: Double-brooded, flying from September to November and again from February to April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Mullin, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 103 [as Cymothoe vumbui; Vumba, Zimbabwe].

Larval food:

Rawsonia lucida Harv. and Sond. (Flacourtiaceae) [Mullin, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 103].
Cymothoe weymeri Suffert, 1904

Cymothoe weymeri Suffert, 1904.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 119 (108-123).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Camerun”.

Distribution: Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Common name: Weymer’s glider.

Habitat: High quality forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A rare butterfly in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Flacourtiaceae [Amiet and Achoudong, 1996].
Cymothoe weymeri weymeri Suffert, 1904

Cymothoe weymeri Suffert, 1904.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 119 (108-123).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Camerun”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (north).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Okomu (Larsen, 2005a); Omo (Larsen, 2005a); Delta (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).
defasciatus Rydon, 1981 (as ab. of Cymothoe weymeri).  Lambillionea 81: 2 (2-4).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Uele, Isiro (Paulis)”.
Cymothoe weymeri mulatta Belcastro, 1990

Cymothoe weymeri mulatta Belcastro, 1990.  Problemi Attuali di Scienza e di Cultura Quaderno 265: 75 (69-78).

Type locality: Ghana: “Eastern Region, Apapam on Atewa Ridge near Kibi, m 400”.

Distribution: Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana.

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Wanau Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Issia (Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a); Monogaga (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Tano Ofin (Larsen, 2005a); Bia (Larsen, 2005a); Dixcove (Larsen, 2005a); Cape Three Points (Larsen, 2005a); Krokosua Hills (Larsen, 2005a).
Cymothoe zenkeri Richelmann, 1913

Cymothoe zenkeri Richelmann, 1913.  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 7: 105 (105-106).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Kamerun”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Obudu Plateau (R. St Leger teste Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Zenker’s glider.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Very rare in Nigeria (R. St Leger teste Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
stetteni Bryk, 1915 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 81 (A) (4): 12 (1-16).  Cameroon: “Süd-Kamerun, Molundu”.
langi Holland, 1920 (as sp. of Cymothoe).  Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History 43: 197 (109-369).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Medje”.
mariae Dufrane, 1945 (as f. of Cymothoe langi).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 81: 103 (90-143).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kamituga”.
Cymothoe zombana Bethune-Baker, 1926

Cymothoe zombana Bethune-Baker, 1926.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 17: 385 (384-402).

Type locality: Malawi: “Zomba, Nyassaland”.

Distribution: Malawi (Zomba and Nyika plateaus).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Kumothales Overlaet, 1940
Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 33: 170 (150-172).
Type-species: Kumothales inexpectata Overlaet, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus containing a single species.

Kumothales inexpectata Overlaet, 1940

Kumothales inexpectata Overlaet, 1940.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 33: 171 (150-172).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mongbwalu, Congo Belge”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu-Ruwenzori area), Uganda (south-west - Kigezi), Rwanda.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Pseudoneptis Snellen, 1882
Tijdschrift voor Entomologie 25: 221 (215-234).
Type-species: Papilio coenobita Fabricius, by monotypy.

An Afrotropical genus containing a single species.  Although Pseudoneptis is not closely related to Neptis the flight pattern is similar to that of the latter (Larsen, 2005a).  The early stages indicate that the genus probably belongs between Cymothoe and Pseudacraea (Amiet, 2002).
Pseudoneptis bugandensis Stoneham, 1935

Pseudoneptis coenobita bugandensis Stoneham, 1935.  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (25): [2] ([2 pp.]).

Type locality: Uganda: “Iganga Forest”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Sudan, Tanzania, Zambia.

Common name: Blue sailer; blue sergeant.

Habitat: Forest, including dry and disturbed forest, so long as canopy is present (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A common butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Keeps to damp shady places in the forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998), flying from two to three metres above the ground (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight pattern is very much like that of species of Neptis (Larsen, 2005a).  Very occasionally specimens enter bait traps (Fermon teste Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens can sometimes be seen resting on a leaf in a sunny spot, with the wings held two-thirds open (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Amiet, 2002 [Cameroon].

Larval food:

Antiaris toxicaria Leschenault (Moraceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 321].

Ritchiea capparioides (Capparaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979; Ivory Coast].

Antiaris africana (Moraceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979; Ivory Coast].

Ficus species (Moraceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979; Ivory Coast].

Ficus asperifolia (Moraceae) [Congdon and Collins, 1998: 47; Tanzania].
Pseudoneptis bugandensis bugandensis Stoneham, 1935

Pseudoneptis coenobita bugandensis Stoneham, 1935.  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (25): [2] ([2 pp.]).

Type locality: Uganda: “Iganga Forest”.

Distribution: Uganda (east), Kenya (west), Sudan (south), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest (common); Kikuru Forest (uncommon) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
Pseudoneptis bugandensis ianthe Hemming, 1964

Pseudoneptis ianthe Hemming, 1964.  Annotationes lepidopterologicae (Part 4): 144 (144).
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Pseudoneptis bugandensis ianthe.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 53mm.  Bangui, R.C.A.  Jan ‘66.  (Henning collection - H224).
Type locality: [Africa]: “in Indiis”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nzerekore (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Kalene Hill. Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).
coenobita Fabricius, 1793 (as sp. of Papilio).  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 247 (488 pp.).  [Africa]: “in Indiis”. [False locality.]  [Invalid; junior primary homonym of Papilio coenobita Cramer, [1780] [Nymphalidae].]
Genus Pseudacraea Westwood, 1850
In: Doubleday and Westwood, [1846-52].  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: 281 (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.
Type-species: Papilio hirce Drury, by subsequent designation (Scudder, 1875.  Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 10: 258 (91-293).).

= Panopea Hübner, 1819 in Hübner, [1816-[1826].  Verzeichniss bekannter Schmettlinge 39 (432 + 72 pp.). Augsburg.  Type-species: Papilio semire Cramer, by subsequent designation (Hemming, 1943.  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 12: 28 (23-30).).   [Invalid; junior homonym of Panopea Ménard de la Groye, 1807.]
= Chloropoea Aurivillius, 1899 in Aurivillius, 1898-9.  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 174 (1-561).  [Replacement name for Panopea Hübner.]

An Afrotropical genus containing 16 species.

Pseudacraea acholica Riley, 1932

Pseudacraea acholica Riley, 1932.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (10) 10: 139 (137-152).

Type locality: Sudan: “(Mongalla Prov.), Lotti, in the Acholi Hills”.

Distribution: Sudan, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pseudacraea acholica acholica Riley, 1932

Pseudacraea acholica Riley, 1932.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (10) 10: 139 (137-152).

Type locality: Sudan: “(Mongalla Prov.), Lotti, in the Acholi Hills”.

Distribution: Sudan.  Known only from the holotype.
Pseudacraea acholica mayenceae Hecq, 1987

Pseudacraea acholica mayenceae Hecq, 1987.  Lambillionea 87: 74 (73-74).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kivu, Irangi”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.  Known only from the holotype.
Pseudacraea annakae Knoop, 1988

Pseudacraea annakae Knoop, 1988.  Lambillionea 88: 48 (47-49).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Obudu Plateau, 1500 m”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Nigeria: Odudu Plateau (TL); Gotel Mountains (1 500-1 900 m), Mambilla Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Montane false acraea.

Habitat: Submontane forest.

Habits: A rare and local species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pseudacraea boisduvalii (Doubleday, 1845)

Diadema boisduvalii Doubleday, 1845.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (1) 16: 180 (176-182).
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Pseudacraea boisduvalii boisduvalii.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 77mm.  Kakamega, Kenya, 01.00N - 34.00E.  15.xii.1994.  (Curle Trust Collection - 83).
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Pseudacraea boisduvalii boisduvalii.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 76mm.  Mt Ngoakele, Yaounde, Cameroon, 03.35N 11.35E.  5.IV.1995.  A.I. + M.A. Curle.  (Curle Trust Collection - 84).

Type locality: Ghana: “Ashanti”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa, Swaziland.

Common name: Boisduval’s false acraea.

Habitat: Forest, riparian bush and heavy woodland.  In Tanzania ssp. trimenii occurs from sea-level to 2 150 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Mimics Acraea zetes, Acraea acara and Acraea egina (Kielland, 1990) but the less leisurely flight pattern distinguishes it from its acraeid models.  Usually the flight is fairly relaxed and floating but if disturbed it can fly very swiftly.  Males defend territories from perches on the leaves of trees some metres above the ground.  When perched the wings are held half open, immediately distinguishing them from their models (Larsen, 2005a).  Males also hilltop (Pringle, et al., 1994).  According to Mullin males can be enticed to come down from lofty perches with a piece of red cloth.  They occasionally enter banana-baited traps (Owen & Owen, 1973).

Flight period: All year.

Early stages:

Millar, 1910: 12 (ssp. trimenii).

Fountaine, 1911: 57 (ssp. trimenii).

Farquharson, 1921: 406 (Nigeria)


The larva described was assumed to belong to a species of the family Papilionidae but clearly pertains to P. boisduvalii.  The food-plant was Pachystela (Sapotaceae), providing further evidence of its identity as a species of Pseudacraea.

Clark, in Van Son, 1979: 107 (Plate 58) [as Pseudacraea boisduvalii trimenii].


“The eggs are laid singly on the surface of a leaf.  Watery white at first, they assume a pale golden tint.  They are 2 mm in diameter by 2,2 mm high.  They hatch after five days.  The young larva eats its way out near the top, devours the empty shell, crawls to a secluded spot and rests.  It soon starts to feed on the edge of a young leaf but returns to its chosen spot.  Later it starts to construct a dangling “rope” composed of pieces of excreta sewn together.  It now rests suspended at the end of this; lengthening it after each feed.  On hatching, the larva is 3,7 mm long and grows to 7,5 mm after eight days.  It is various shades of dull white and grey, the colour darkening slightly towards the end of the instar.  It moults at the free end of its rope or at the end attached to the leaf or stalk.  In the second instar fringed projections have developed on segments 2, 3, 10 and 11 and on segments 4-9 these are replaced by spined rosettes.  The colour is made up of various shades of dull white and grey, with blotches of black.  Towards the end of the instar the larva assumes a slight brownish tint.  The instar lasts six days and the larva grows to 11 mm.  The habits remain as in the previous instar and the rope is made stronger and longer.  In the third instar the larva is various shades of brown; the habits are as before, and it grows to 16 mm in six days.  The ‘rope’ is still further lengthened and strengthened and small dead buds and other rubbish are sewn on near its attached end.  In the fourth instar the larva seems to prefer twisting itself round a twig rather than resting on its rope, and in this position it resembles a piece of tree lichen and is difficult to locate.  It is a deeper brown and may have blotches of red.  The instar lasts six days and the larva grows to 25 mm.  In the final instar the larva is blackish with side blotches of greenish-white or light brown which enables it to blend with lichen.  It has discarded its rope and relies entirely on its similarity to lichen for its protection when at rest.  It grows to 45 mm in some 12 days and then chooses a leaf or twig on which to pupate.  It takes the precaution of securing the leaf or twig to the branch with silk.  The pupa is secured head down to a silken mat by cremastral hooks.  In its secluded spot, its colour and shape blends with its surroundings.  It is about 37 mm long.  The imago emerges after some two weeks.”

Carcasson, 1981 [larva and pupa].

Larval food:

Englerophytum natalense (Sond.) Heine and J.H. Hemsl. (Sapotaceae) [Fountaine, 1911: 58 (P. b. trimenii; Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa); as sp. of Bequartiodendron.

Mimusops obovata Sond. (Sapotaceae) [Platt, 1921: 102; (ssp. trimenii)].

Manilkara discolor (Sond.) J.H. Hemsl. (Sapotaceae) [Platt, 1921: 102; (ssp. trimenii)].

Pachystela species (Sapotaceae) [Farquharson, 1921: 406 (Nigeria); Amiet, 2000 (Cameroon)].
Chrysophyllum viridifolium Wood (Sapotaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 319].

Manilkara bagshawi Moore (Sapotaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 319].

Mimusops kummel (Sapotaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Mimusops zeyheri (Sond.) (Sapotaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 107; (ssp. trimenii)].

Englerophytum magalismontanum (Sond.) Heine and J.H. Hemsl. (Sapotaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 107; as Bequartiodendron; (ssp. trimenii)].

Englerophytum species (Sapotaceae) [Amiet, 2000 (Cameroon)].

Pseudacraea boisduvalii boisduvalii (Doubleday, 1845)

Diadema boisduvalii Doubleday, 1845.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (1) 16: 180 (176-182).
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Pseudacraea boisduvalii boisduvalii.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 77mm.  Kakamega, Kenya, 01.00N - 34.00E.  15.xii.1994.  (Curle Trust Collection - 83).
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Pseudacraea boisduvalii boisduvalii.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 76mm.  Mt Ngoakele, Yaounde, Cameroon, 03.35N 11.35E.  5.IV.1995.  A.I. + M.A. Curle.  (Curle Trust Collection - 84).

Type locality: Ghana: “Ashanti”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Sudan, Kenya (west), ?Tanzania (extreme north-west), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Lamto (Vuattoux & Blandin, 1979).

Ghana – Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).
beatricia Stoneham, 1965 (as female f. of Pseudacraea boisduvali).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (81): [1] ([3 pp.]).  Kenya: “Shimo la Tewa, Kenya Coast”.
westwoodi Stoneham, 1965 (as f. of Pseudacraea boisduvali).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (81): [1] ([3 pp.]).  Kenya: “Western Kenya, Trans Nzoia and Kakamega”.
Pseudacraea boisduvalii marsabitensis Jackson & Howarth, 1957

Pseudacraea boisduvalii marsabitensis Jackson & Howarth, 1957.  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 26: 102 (99-102).

Type locality: Kenya: “Kenya Colony: Mt. Marsabit, 4500 feet”.

Distribution: Kenya (north - Mt Marsabit)
marsabitensis Carpenter and Jackson, 1950 (as f. of Pseudacraea boisduvali).   Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 19: 103 (97-108).  Kenya: “Kenya Colony: Mt. Marsabit, 4500 feet”.

Pseudacraea boisduvalii pemba Kielland, 1990

Pseudacraea boisduvalii pemba Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania 122 (363 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Pemba I., Ngezi Forest, 3-XII-1984, K. Kalumile”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Description:

“Male.  Differs from the mainland race of trimenii in the brighter red colour; most of f.w. apical half blackish and semi-transparent with strongly reduced subapical reddish-orange bar.  In three of the seven males before me there is no bar at all; the semi-transparent area reaching almost half-way into cell, and with black basal dusting (on specimens with an orange bar on the f.w. there is no basal dusting).  I propose the name fuscus for this form.  Black dots of both wings very prominent; h.w. black red-spotted border wide; f.w. comparatively short.  Length of f.w. 40-41 mm.  Female.  Extremely variable; f.w. sub-apical band greatly reduced, from white to cream and pale orange; h.w. with a very wide border; one form with grey-brown, semi-transparent black-spotted f.w. and orange-brown h.w.; others with orange wings, and some with a lot of white on them; one female with bright red h.w. as in the male.  Length of f.w. 47-49 mm.  The evenness of the size in both sexes is remarkable.”
Distribution: Tanzania (Pemba Island).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Ngezi Forest Reserve, Pemba Island (Kielland, 1990).
fuscus Kielland, 1990 (as f. of Pseudacraea boisduvalii pemba).  Butterflies of Tanzania 122.  Tanzania: “Ngezi Forest Reserve, Pemba Island”.
Pseudacraea boisduvalii sayonis Ungemach, 1932

Pseudacraea boisduvalii sayonis Ungemach, 1932.  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 58 (1-122).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Oumbi”.

Distribution: Ethiopia (south).
Pseudacraea boisduvalii trimenii Butler, 1874

Pseudacraea trimenii Butler, 1874.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 11: 57 (57-58).

[image: image40.jpg]


[image: image41.jpg]



Pseudacraea boisduvalii trimenii.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 68mm.  Songene, Swaziland.  19.4.55.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3606).
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Pseudacraea boisduvalii trimenii male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Gundani, Limpopo Province, South Africa 30 April, 2006.  Images courtesy of Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
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Pseudacraea boisduvalii trimenii female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Mariepskop, Mpumalanga, South Africa 18 March, 2006.  Images courtesy of Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
Type locality: South Africa: “Port Natal”.

Diagnosis: Characterized by the broad orange apical band on the forewing upperside, but which is lacking in some individuals (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Kenya (east of the Rift Valley), Tanzania (except probably the extreme north-west), Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mpanda; Kigoma; Tukuyu; Rondo Plateau; Usambaras; Mount Lossoganeu; Mount Longido near Namanga; Nguru Mountains; Mikumi; Uzungwa Range (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Mwinilunga; Kbompo Gorge; Mufulira; Ndola; Kitwe; Chisamba; Samfya; Mafinga Mountains (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Matobo Hills (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Botswana – Maun (Larsen).

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Matlapetsi River (Swanepoel, 1953); Woodbush (Swanepoel, 1953); Ramatoelaskloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Entabeni Forest (Swanepoel, 1953); Wyliespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Waterpoort (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Marieps Kop (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Margate (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Richards Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).
colvillei Butler, 1884 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 14: 123 (123).  South Africa: “Natal”.
deficiens Karsch, 1897 (as var. of Pseudacraea boisduvali).  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 23: 372 (366-372).  Tanzania: “nach genauerer Angabe von Muafa in Usambaragebirge”.
Pseudacraea clarkii Butler & Rothschild, 1892

Pseudacraea clarkii Butler & Rothschild, 1892.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1892: 201 (201-202).

Type locality: “Lokolele, Congo R.”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – near Ikom (R. St Leger teste Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Clark’s false acraea.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A generally rare secies (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
egina Aurivillius, 1903 (as var. of Pseudacraea clarki).  Arkiv för Zoologi 1: 249 (245-254).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congogebiet?”.
eginoides Schultze, 1906 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Insectenbörse 23: 174 (174).  Cameroon: “Station Bascho (Anyang-Gebiet am oberen Cross-Flusses)”.
Pseudacraea deludens Neave, 1912

Pseudacraea deludens Neave, 1912.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 48: 228 (228-229).

Type locality: Malawi: “Mlanje Boma, Nyasaland, alt. 2,400 ft.”.

Diagnosis: Differs from its model Amauris echeria in that it has two white cell spots in the forewing as opposed to one in echeria (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia.

Habitat: Montane forest.  In Tanzania ssp. amaurensis is found at altitudes of 1 700 to 2 100 m; ssp. tanganyikae 1 500 to 2 000 m; ssp. morogoro 1 000 to 2 140 m; ssp. reducta 1 500 to 1 800 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: In flight it is almost impossible to distinguish from its distasteful model, Amauris echeria but males of deludens defend territories from perches, whereas those of echeria do not (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Chrysophyllum gorungosanum (Sapotaceae) [Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003; Mufindi, Tanzania].
Pseudacraea deludens deludens Neave, 1912

Pseudacraea deludens Neave, 1912.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 48: 228 (228-229).

Type locality: Malawi: “Mlanje Boma, Nyasaland, alt. 2,400 ft.”.

Distribution: Malawi.  Known only from the type locality.
Pseudacraea deludens amaurina Neustetter, 1928

Pseudacraea amaurina Neustetter, 1928.  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 21: 445 (445-446).
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Pseudacraea deludens amaurina.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 67mm.  Nyika, Zambia.  25.10.72.  I. Bampton.  (Henning collection - H228).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Iringe, Ostafrika”.

Distribution: Tanzania (south), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Southern Highlands; Mufindi (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Mafinga Mountains; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).
Pseudacraea deludens ducarmei Hecq, 1990

Pseudacraea deludens ducarmei Hecq, 1990.  Lambillionea 90: 28 (28-29).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Ituri, forêt du Djugu”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east).
Pseudacraea deludens echerioides Talbot, 1941

Pseudacraea deludens echerioides Talbot, 1941.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 77: 214 (210-216).

Type locality: Uganda: “Mt. Elgon neighbourhood, 6,000 feet, Bugishu”.

Distribution: Uganda (Mt Elgon), Kenya (Mt Elgon, Nandi).
Pseudacraea deludens morogoro Kielland, 1990

Pseudacraea deludens morogoro Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania 123 (363 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Morogoro, Uluguru, Bondwa Mt., 2100 m, 2-II-1982, J. Kielland”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Description:

“Male.  Upperside pure black; all f.w. spots white; spot in space 2 large, squarish, much larger than the spots in 5 and 6; spot in 3 about the same size as the submarginal spots; h.w. with a cream to pale-ochre, rather wide band (the width varies, but reaches well over base of vein 3 even in the narrowest forms; sometimes as wide as the model A. echeria serica); space 1c with a thick blackish line along its middle, more strongly developed than in other races; submarginal row of spots broken in space 2 with three spots placed in triangle (sometimes one or two of the spots are lacking or very faint).  Underside blackish-brown, and markings as above.  Length of f.w. 39.5-41 mm.  No female is available from the Uluguru Mts., but a female from the Nguru Mts., and another from the Mwanihana forest approach this race; their h.w. band is almost whitish and very large, similar to that of its model A. echeria serica.  Length of f.w. 46 mm., wing span 78 mm.”
Diagnosis: The model of this subspecies is Amauris echeric serica.  Hind wing median band wider and paler than in other subspecies (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (highlands of north-east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Uluguru Mountains; Nguru Mountains; Mwanihana Forest (Kielland, 1990).
Pseudacraea deludens murphyi Hecq, 1991

Pseudacraea deludens murphyi Hecq, 1991.  Revue d'Entomologie Generale No. 5: 28 (1-36).

Type locality: Malawi.

Distribution: Malawi.
Pseudacraea deludens reducta Kielland, 1990

Pseudacraea deludens reducta Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania 124 (363 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “W. Usambara, Masumbai, 1800 m, 8-II-1981, J. Kielland”.  Place of deposition of types not given.

Description:

“Male.  Upperside f.w. white spot in space 2 incised distally; spot in 3 lacking, very faint in one specimen; white dot at cell end very small; h.w. submarginal spots very irregular and with uneven sizes; median band white some dark dusting in spaces 1b and 1c which resemble the darker appearance of that part of the band in the model A. albimaculata hanningtoni; dark stripe in 1c very thin and unclear.  Underside blackish-brown.  Length of f.w. 39.5 – 41 mm.  Only three males are known.”
Diagnosis: The model for this subspecies is Amauris albimaculata hanningtoni.  The hind wing median band is white, as in that of its model (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (north-east)

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Magamba Forest and Masumbai in West Usambara (Kielland, 1990).
Pseudacraea deludens rwandaensis Hecq, 1991

Pseudacraea deludens rwandaensis Hecq, 1991.  Revue d'Entomologie Generale No. 5: 29 (1-36).

Type locality: Rwanda.

Distribution: Rwanda.
Pseudacraea deludens tanganyikae Kielland, 1990

Pseudacraea deludens tanganyikae Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania 123 (363 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mpanda, Sitebi Mt., 1900 m, September 1970, J. Kielland”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Description:

“Male.  Upperside greyish-black; h.w. median band yellowish-ochre, more extended distad in spaces 4 and 5 than in amaurina and other races (this feature is also prominent in the females); f.w. spots white to ochreous; spot in space 2 not elongate, only a little larger than the spot in 5; the spot in 3 larger than the submarginal spots.  Underside f.w. pale brown apically, blackish medially in a wide area from costa to distal margin, paler in spaces 1a and 1b; h.w. pale brown with a pale yellowish band.  Length of f.w. 41 mm.  Female.  As the male, but larger and h.w. band wider; submarginal spots in a nearly even line (in other races broken and with two spots in space 2).  The dark line along mid space 1c not strongly marked.  Length of f.w. 45-47 mm; wing span 84 mm.”
Diagnosis: A large subspecies with a more elongate forewing than in other subspecies; hindwing median band extended further distad in spaces 4 and 5 than in other subspecies.  Very similar to its model Amauris echeria terrena (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (west - Mpanda and Kigoma districts).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Sitebi Mountain; Kampisa; Lukandamira, Mahale (Kielland, 1990). 
Pseudacraea deludens terrena Jackson, 1956

Pseudacraea deludens terrena Jackson, 1956.  Journal of the East Africa Natural History Society 23: 68 (63-102).

Type locality: Uganda: “Kigezi, Mafuga Forest”.

Distribution: Uganda (south-west - Kigezi).
Pseudacraea dolomena (Hewitson, 1865)

Diadema dolomena Hewitson, 1865 in Hewitson, 1862-6.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 3: 31 (124 pp.). London.
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Pseudacraea dolomena dolomena.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 56mm.  Ebogo, Cameroon, 800 m, 03.15N 11.15E.  28.iii.1995.  (Curle Trust Collection - 81).
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Pseudacraea dolomena dolomena.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 63mm.  Ebogo, Cameroon, 800 m, 03.15N 11.15E.  28.iii.1995.  (Curle Trust Collection - 82).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia.


Recorded, in error, from Sierra Leone (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Variable false acraea.

Habitat: Forest.  In Tanzania ssp. usagarae occurs at altitudes from 300 to 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Not a very good mimic of distasteful Bematistes spp. and probably reliant on its more powerful flight for protection from potential predators (Kielland, 1990).  Larsen (2005a) noted that they appear to fly quite low down.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Afrosersalisia species (Sapotaceae) [Amiet, 2000 (Cameroon)].

Pachystela subcaudata (Sapotaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 65].
Pseudacraea dolomena dolomena (Hewitson, 1865)

Diadema dolomena Hewitson, 1865 in Hewitson, 1862-6.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 3: 31 (124 pp.). London.
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Pseudacraea dolomena dolomena.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 56mm.  Ebogo, Cameroon, 800 m, 03.15N 11.15E.  28.iii.1995.  (Curle Trust Collection - 81).
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Pseudacraea dolomena dolomena.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 63mm.  Ebogo, Cameroon, 800 m, 03.15N 11.15E.  28.iii.1995.  (Curle Trust Collection - 82).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Diagnosis: A variable species, mimicking different species of Bematistes.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Old Calabar (TL).

Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).
macularia Capronnier, 1889 (as sp. of Diadema).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 1889: 144 (141-148).  Gabon.
albolineata Richelmann, 1913 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 7: 106 (105-106).  Cameroon: “Kamerun, speziell Duala”.
albovittata Schultze, 1920 (as ab. of Pseudacraea dolomena).  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika-Expedition 1 (14): 780 (639-829).  Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leona”. [False locality.]
pseudepiprotea Jackson, 1951 (as female f. of Pseudacraea dolomena dolomena).   Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 20: 100 (91-105).  Nigeria: “Warri”.
Pseudacraea dolomena albostriata Lathy, 1906

Pseudacraea albostriata Lathy, 1906.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1906: 4 (1-10).

Type locality: Uganda: “Entebbe”.

Distribution: Uganda (in the vicinity of Lake Victoria).
dolabella Hall, 1919 (as var. of Pseudacraea dolomena).  Entomologist 52: 198 (195-200).  Uganda: “Entebbe district”.
Pseudacraea dolomena congoensis Jackson, 1951

Pseudacraea dolomena congoensis Jackson, 1951.  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 20: 100 (91-105).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Middle Lowa Valley, Mt. Walikali, 3000-4000 ft.”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east).
Pseudacraea dolomena elgonensis Jackson, 1951

Pseudacraea dolomena elgonensis Jackson, 1951.  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 20: 95 (91-105).

Type locality: Uganda: “West Elgon, Mbale District of Bugishu”.

Distribution: Uganda (east - western slopes of Mt Elgon), Kenya (slopes of Mt Elgon).
Pseudacraea dolomena kayonza Jackson, 1956

Pseudacraea dolomena kayonza Jackson, 1956.  Journal of the East Africa Natural History Society 23: 76 (63-102).

Type locality: Uganda: “Kigezi, Kayonza”.

Distribution: Uganda (south-west - Kigezi).
flava Jackson, 1956 (as female f. of Pseudacraea dolomena kayonza).  Journal of the East Africa Natural History Society 23: 76 (63-102).  Uganda: “Kigezi, Kayonza”.
Pseudacraea dolomena usagarae Staudinger, 1891

Pseudacraea usagarae Staudinger, 1891.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 4: 88 (61-157).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Landschaft Usagara”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north-east)

Specific localities:

Tanzania – East Usambara Mountains; Uluguru Mountains; Nguru Mountains; Uzungwa Rift (Kielland, 1990).
pharsa Fruhstorfer, 1903 (as ssp. of Pseudacraea dolomena).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 16: 9 (9-10).  Tanzania: “Deutsch Ost-Afrika”.
dolichiste Hall, 1919 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Entomologist 52: 198 (195-200).  Tanzania: “Usambara, East Africa”.
unguru Jackson, 1951 (as female f. of Pseudacraea dolomena usagarae).   Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 20: 100 (91-105).  Tanzania: “E.A., Tang. Terr., Morogoro Dist., Turiani”.
Pseudacraea rubrobasalis Aurivillius, 1903

Pseudacraea dolomena var. rubrobasalis Aurivillius, 1903.  Arkiv för Zoologi 1: 248 (245-254).

Synonym of P. dolomena (Hewitson, 1865).  Ackery et al., 1995.
Pseudacraea rubrobasalis Aurivillius, 1903.  Larsen, 2005a: 364.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congogebiet; Katanga”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Ikom (Larsen, 2005a); Gashaka-Gumpti (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Lesser variable false acraea.

Habitat: Forests.

Habits: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Afrosersalisia species (Sapotaceae) [Amiet, 2000 (Cameroon)].

Pseudacraea eurytus (Linnaeus, 1758)

Papilio eurytus Linnaeus, 1758.  Systema Naturae 1, Regnum Animale, 10th edition: 487 (824 pp.). Holmiae.
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Pseudacraea eurytus eurytus f. terra.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 73mm.  Entebbe. Rev Falke.  (Henning collection - H225).

Type locality: [Africa]: “in Indiis”. [False locality.]  [Lectotype designated by Honey and Scoble, 2001: 325.]

Diagnosis: The innumerable forms of this species, which successfully mimic species of Bematistes, have been discussed by Carpenter (1949).

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana. Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, South Africa.

Common name: False wanderer; wanderer false acraea; variable false acraea; common false acraea.

Habitat: Forest, including disturbed forest.  In Tanzania the nominate subspecies is found at altitudes from 800 to 1 500 m; ssp. conradti from sea-level to 1 200 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The flight is relatively slow and deliberate, much as in the models that they mimic (Larsen, 2005a).  Males fly around the forest canopy where they defend territories from perches.  They often come down from the canopy in the early morning or late afternoon, or on cloudy days.  At this time they will settle low down in some sheltered spot on the edge of the forest.  Females fly low down and relatively slowly, along forest paths and roads.  If disturbed they will usually fly rapidly into thick cover.  Both sexes have been noted mud-puddling (Pringle, et al., 1994). 

Flight period: Subspecies imitator flies all year but the late summer brood appears to be the strongest (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Millar, 1910: 11 (Miller, A.D., 1910.  Notes on the life-history of the Pseudacraea.  Naturalist, Durban 1: 9-17) (ssp. imitator).


“Last year [1909] Mr Leigh discovered the larva of P. imitator [= P. eurytus] feeding on various milkwood trees, and this year I was successful in breeding about a hundred perfect specimens, thus securing a fine series, amongst which will be noticed the female with the buff markings of the male, which is uncommon.  The larva of this species has soft fleshy spines, but, like the other members of its genus, exercises extraordinary ingenuity in the endeavour to outwit its rapacious enemies, principally spiders.  Immediately when hatched from the egg, which is salmon-pink when freshly laid, the larva, like P. tarquinea [= P. lucretia], makes off for the point of the leaf, and there starts devouring the blade on either side of the midrib, and when at rest returns to the point of the midrib for protection, but unlike P. tarquinea, during the different moults it undergoes various remarkable changes both in colour and form, likewise varying its tactics.  In the early stages green predominates when the larva feeds and rests upon the green surroundings, but when moulting to brown it alters its position, and will then be found on some dark twig giving protectice resemblance, or perhaps it will be seen distorted upon the leaf stalk, hidden from the ravages of the spider, its greatest enemy.  When pupating it likewise follows the wise precautions adopted by P. tarquinea, and usually affixes itself near the point of the leaf, from which the green pupa hangs, and so becomes almost inseparable from the leaf, with fin-like projections along the ridge of the back, giving a serrated appearance, as if the leaf had been partially eaten, and thus rendering detection well nigh impossible, although absolutely exposed to view as shown by the exhibits.  Here, again we have instinct or intelligence being utilized as a means of protection and self-preservation to the highest degree, both in the larva as well as the pupa.”

Fountaine, 1911: 57 (ssp. imitator).

Amiet, 1977.

Migdoll, 1987. (ssp. imitator).

Amiet, 1997.

Larval food:

Englerophytum (syn. Chrysophyllum) natalense (Sond.) Heine and J.H. Hemsl. (Sapotaceae) [Fountaine, 1911: 57; (ssp. imitator); Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa; as sp. of Bequartiodendron].

Chrysophyllum viridifolium J.M. Wood and Franks (Sapotaceae) [Platt, 1921: 102; (ssp. imitator)].

Chrysophyllum species (Sapotaceae) [Owen & Owen, 1973 (Sierra Leone)].

Mimusops bagshawi Moore (Sapotaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 319].

Mimusops kummel Bruce ex DC. (Sapotaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 319].

Malacantha alnifolia (Sapotaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Aningeria robusta (Sapotaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Mimusops obovata Sond. (Sapotaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 107; (ssp. imitator)].

Afrosersalisia species (Sapotaceae) [Amiet, 2000 (Cameroon)].

Pachystela species (Sapotaceae) [Amiet, 2000 (Cameroon)].

Synsepalum species (Sapotaceae) [Amiet, 2000 (Cameroon)].

Englerophytum species (Sapotaceae) [Amiet, 2000 (Cameroon)].

Vincentella species (Sapotaceae) [Amiet, 2000 (Cameroon)].

Pouteria species (Sapotaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 65].

Manilkara species (Sapotaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 65].
Pseudacraea eurytus eurytus (Linnaeus, 1758)

Papilio eurytus Linnaeus, 1758.  Systema Naturae 1, Regnum Animale, 10th edition: 487 (824 pp.). Holmiae.
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Pseudacraea eurytus eurytus f. terra.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 73mm.  Entebbe. Rev Falke.  (Henning collection - H225).

Type locality: [Africa]: “in Indiis”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan (south), Uganda, Kenya (west of Rift Valley), Tanzania (north-west), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Mpanda to the Ugandan border; Ukerewe Island (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Chibwika; Lisombu River (Heath, et al., 2002).
hirce Drury, 1782 (as sp. of Papilio).  Illustrations of Natural History 3: index et 37 (76 pp.). London.  Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon”.
ruhama Hewitson, 1872 (as sp. of Diadema).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 9: 84 (83-86).  Angola.
simulator Butler, 1873 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Cistula Entomologica 1: 125 (125).  “West Africa”.
fulvaria Butler, 1874 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Cistula Entomologica 1: 214 (209-217).  Angola: “Ambriz; Cabinda”.
striata Butler, 1874 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Cistula Entomologica 1: 215 (209-217).  Angola: “Ambriz”.
metaplanema Butler, 1874 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Cistula Entomologica 1: 215 (209-217).  “Congo”.
epigea Butler, 1874 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Cistula Entomologica 1: 216 (209-217).  “West Africa”.
theorini Aurivillius, 1891 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Entomologisk Tidskrift 12: 207 (193-228).  Cameroon: “Camerun”.
consanguinea Aurivillius, 1894 (as var. of Pseudacraea theorini).  Entomologisk Tidskrift 15: 283 (273-314).  Angola: “Bonge”.
bicolor Aurivillius, 1899 in Aurivillius, 1898-9 (as female ab. of Pseudacraea eurytus).  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 176 (1-561).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congogebiet: Sassa”.
karschi Fruhstorfer, 1903 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 16: 10 (9-10).  Togo: “Bismarckburg”.
hobleyi Neave, 1904 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Novitates Zoologicae 11: 331 (323-363).  Uganda: “Entebbe”.
tirikensis Neave, 1904 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Novitates Zoologicae 11: 332 (323-363).  Uganda: “Tiriki; Toro”.
terra Neave, 1904 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Novitates Zoologicae 11: 332 (323-363).  Uganda.
obscura Neave, 1904 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Novitates Zoologicae 11: 333 (323-363).  Uganda: “Entebbe”.
togoensis Bartel, 1905 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Novitates Zoologicae 12: 137 (129-152).  Togo: “Misahöhe, Kame”.
impleta Grünberg, 1910 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Sitzungsberichte der Gesellschaft Naturforschender Freunde zu Berlin 1910: 170 (146-181).  Uganda: “Sesse-Inseln im Victoria-Nyanza”.
ruwenzorica Grünberg, 1911 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Wissenschaftliche Ergibnisse der Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1907-1908. 3 (17): 506-560, 4 pls. Leipzig.  Uganda?: “Nördl. v. Albert-Edward-See, Ruwenzori, Westseite, 1800 m”.
occidentalis Aurivillius, 1912 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as f. of Pseudacraea fickei).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 196 (614 pp.).  Ghana: “Gold Coast: Accra”.
poggeoides Poulton, 1913 (as f. of Pseudacraea eurytus hobleyi).  Proceedings of the Entomological Society of London 1912: 117 (114-118).  Uganda.
epigeoides Strand, 1914 (as ab. of Pseudacraea theorini).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 80  (A.2.): 148 (139-161).  Cameroon: “Duala”.
obtusidentata Strand, 1914 (as ab. of Pseudacraea theorini).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 80  (A.2.): 148 (139-161).  Cameroon.
latefasciata Schultze, 1920 (as ab. of Pseudacraea ruhama).  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika-Expedition 1 (14): 780 (639-829).  Cameroon: “Süd-Kamerun”.
opisthoxantha Carpenter, 1924 (as f. of Pseudacraea eurytus).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1923: 470 (469-491).  Uganda.
kuenowoides Carpenter, 1930 (as f. of Pseudacraea eurytus).  Proceedings of the Entomological Society of London 5: 54 (52-55).  Uganda: “Entebbe”.
schubotzoides Carpenter, 1935 (as female f. of Pseudacraea eurytus).  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London 10: 58 (57-59).  Uganda: “Budongo forest, Bunyoro, W. Uganda”.

stavelioides Carpenter, 1949 (as f. of Pseudacraea eurytus).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 100: 91 (71-133).  Nigeria: “Oni, near Lagos, dry season”.
hemixantha Carpenter, 1949 (as f. of Pseudacraea eurytus).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 100: 95 (71-133).  Uganda: “Buvuma Island, Magyo”.
infumata Carpenter, 1949 (as f. of Pseudacraea eurytus).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 100: 96 (71-133).  Uganda: “near Kampala”.
grisea Carpenter, 1949 (as f. of Pseudacraea eurytus).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 100: 100 (71-133).  Uganda: “Sese Isles, Bugalla, Lutoboka”.
jacksoni Carpenter, 1949 (as f. of Pseudacraea eurytus).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 100: 100 (71-133).  Uganda: “Bugoma forest”.
nigralba Hecq, 1991 (as a f. of Pseudacraea eurytus).  Revue d'Entomologie Generale No. 5: 9 (1-36).  ?
fontainei Hecq, 1991 (as a f. of Pseudacraea fulvaria).  Revue d'Entomologie Generale No. 5: 15 (1-36).  ?  [Described as a form of Pseudacraea fulvaria Butler by Hecq which, in turn, is given as a synonym of Pseudacraea eurytus (Linnaeus) in Ackery, et al., 1995: 386.]
knoopi Hecq, 1991 (as a f. of Pseudacraea striata).  Revue d'Entomologie Generale No. 5: 21 (1-36).  ?  [Described as a form of Pseudacraea striata Butler by Hecq which, in turn, is given as a synonym of Pseudoacraea eurytus (Linnaeus) in Ackery, et al., 1995: 386.]
Pseudacraea eurytus conradti Oberthür, 1893

Pseudacraea conradti Oberthür, 1893.  Études d’Entomologie 17: 29 (17-36).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Usambara”.

Diagnosis: Smaller than the nominate subspecies, and with fewer forms (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Kenya (east of Rift Valley), Tanzania (east), Malawi, Mozambique (north).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Near the Mozambique border; Usambara Mountains; Uzungwa Rift; Nguru Mountains; North Nguu Mountains; Magombera Forest; Kimboza Forest; Turiani; Rondo Plateau (Kielland, 1990).
simulator Grose-Smith, 1889 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 3: 129 (121-137).  Kenya: “in the neighbourhood of Mombasa”. [Invalid; junior primary homonym of Pseudacraea simulator Butler, 1873 [Nymphalidae].]
fickei Weymer, 1907 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 20: 38 (1-51).  Tanzania: “Mhonda, Deutsch-Ost-Afrika”.
rogersi Trimen, 1909 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1909: 549 (547-557).  Kenya: “16 miles west of Shimba, near Mombasa, about 1200 ft; Rabai”.
mlanjensis Carpenter, 1920 (as f. of Pseudacraea eurytus).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 53: 98 (84-98).  Malawi: “Mt. Mlanje, Nyasaland”.
victoris Eltringham, 1929 in Eltringham, et al., 1929 (as f. of Pseudacraea eurytus).    Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 77: 489 (475-504).  Kenya: “Mt. Marsabit, S.E. of Lake Rudolph”.
rufobrunnea Carpenter and Jackson, 1950 (as f. of Pseudacraea eurytus).   Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 19: 104 (97-108).  Kenya: “Mt. Kenya, Meru, 6500 feet”.
Pseudacraea eurytus imitator Trimen, 1873

Pseudacraea imitator Trimen, 1873.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1873: 107 (101-124).
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Pseudacraea eurytus imitator male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Umtamvuna Gorge, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa 29 April, 2005.  Images courtesy of Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
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Pseudacraea eurytus imitator female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Umtamvuna Gorge, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa 27 April, 2005.  Images courtesy of Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
Type locality: South Africa: “near the Little Umhlanga; near Pinetown”.

Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Mpumalanga – Sabane River near Hazyviw (D. Upshon; single record); near Nelpruit (Pringle, et al., 1994; single record); 5 km south of Malelane (M. Williams and Jeremy Dobson; breeding colony found on 19 May, 2007).

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (Millar, 1910); Pinetown (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Oribi Gorge (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas, (Van Son, 1979); Umdoni Park (Pringle, et al., 1994); Clansthal (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Eastern Cape Province – Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953); Umgazi River Mouth (Van Son, 1979); Embotyi Forest (Van Son, 1979).
pondo Carpenter, 1949 (as f. of Pseudacraea eurytus).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 100: 104 (71-133).  South Africa: “Cape Province, West Pondoland, Port St. John’s”.
chionea van Son, 1979 (as female f. of Pseudacraea eurytus).  Transvaal Museum Memoires No. 22: 103 (286 pp.).  South Africa: “Port St. Johns”.
Pseudacraea eurytus mimoras Ungemach, 1932

Pseudacraea mimoras Ungemach, 1932.  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 58 (1-122).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Oumbi”.

Distribution: Ethiopia (south-west).
lachesis Ungemach, 1932 (as female f. of Pseudacraea mimoras?).  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 59 (1-122).  Ethiopia: “Youbdo”.
epaeoides Ungemach, 1932 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 59 (1-122).  Ethiopia: “Youbdo”.
youbdonis Ungemach, 1932 (as ssp. of Pseudacraea striata).  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 60 (1-122).  Ethiopia: “Youbdo”.
Pseudacraea hostilia (Drury, 1782)

Papilio hostilia Drury, 1782.  Illustrations of Natural History 3: index et 38 (76 pp.). London.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana (west, central).


Recorded, in error, from Senegal by Condamin (1964) (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Loma Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Blolequin (Larsen, 2005a); Tai Forest (Larsen, 2005a); Yapo (H. Warren-Gash teste (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Western incipient false acraea.

Habitat: Wetter forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
metea Stoll, 1790 in Stoll, [1787-90] (as sp. of Papilio).  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America [Supplement]: 122 ([184 pp.]).  Amsterdam.  Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leona”.
orthosia Hübner, 1819 in Hübner, [1816-[1826] (as f. of Pseudacraea eurytus).   Verzeichniss bekannter Schmettlinge 32 (432 + 72 pp.). Augsburg.  No locality given.
Pseudacraea imerina (Hewitson, 1865)

Diadema imerina Hewitson, 1865 in Hewitson, 1862-6.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 3: 31 (124 pp.). London.

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar, Comoro Islands.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pseudacraea imerina imerina (Hewitson, 1865)

Diadema imerina Hewitson, 1865 in Hewitson, 1862-6.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 3: 31 (124 pp.). London.

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar (south and east).
glaucina Guenée, 1865 (as sp. of Panopea).  In: Vinson, A., Voyage à Madagascar au Couronnement de Radama II 38 (25-48). Paris.  Madagascar.
Pseudacraea imerina anjouana Collins, 1991

Pseudacraea glaucina anjouana Collins, 1991.  Lambillionea 91 (3): 258 (257-260).

Type locality: Comoro Islands: “S.W. Anjouan: 900m, II/91.”  Holotype in ABRI, Nairobi.

Distribution: Comoro Islands (Anjouan).
[Described as a subspecies of Pseudacraea glaucina Guenée by Collins which, in turn, is (correctly) regarded as a synonym of Pseudacraea imerina Hewitson by Ackery, et al., 1995: 387.]
Pseudacraea kuenowii Dewitz, 1879

Pseudacraea kuenowii Dewitz, 1879.  Nova Acta Academiae Caesarea Leopoldino-Carolinae Germanicum Naturae Curiosorum 4 (2): 198 (173-212).
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Pseudacraea kuenowii kuenowii.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 73mm.  Zampasi stream, Hillwood Farm, N.W. Province, Zambia.  25 March, 1981.  M.W. & A. J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, Uganda, Zambia.

Common name: Kuenow’s false acraea.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Mimics Acraea elongata (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pseudacraea kuenowii kuenowii Dewitz, 1879

Pseudacraea kuenowii Dewitz, 1879.  Nova Acta Academiae Caesarea Leopoldino-Carolinae Germanicum Naturae Curiosorum 4 (2): 198 (173-212).
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Pseudacraea kuenowii kuenowii.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 73mm.  Zampasi stream, Hillwood Farm, N.W. Province, Zambia.  25 March, 1981.  M.W. & A. J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south and east), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).
gazengeli Oberthür, 1893 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Études d’Entomologie 17: 30 (17-36).  Gabon: “Ogooué”.
ochreofasciata Schultze, 1920 (as ab. of Pseudacraea kuenowi).  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika-Expedition 1 (14): 781 (639-829).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Belg. Kongo: Lifaki (Uelle-Distr.)”.
overlaeti Berger, 1981 (as f. of Pseudacraea kunowi gottbergi).  Les Papillons du Zaire 165 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga (Lualaba)”.
oremansi Hecq, 1992 (as f. of Pseudacraea kunowi kunowi).  Lambillionea 92: 46 (46).  No locality given.
Pseudacraea kuenowii burgessi Jackson, 1951

Pseudacraea gottbergi burgessi Jackson, 1951.  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 20: 93 (91-105).

Type locality: Uganda: “Namatala River, nr. Mbale, W. Elgon, 5000 ft.”.

Distribution: Uganda (slopes of Mt Elgon), Kenya (slopes of Mt Elgon).
albifascia Jackson, 1951 (as f. of Pseudacraea gottbergi burgessi).  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 20: 93 (91-105).  Uganda: “Namatala River, nr. Mbale, W. Elgon, 5000 ft.”.
Pseudacraea kuenowii gottbergi Dewitz, 1884

Pseudacraea gottbergi Dewitz, 1884.  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 28: 187 (187-188).

Pseudacraea kuenowii gottbergi Dewitz, 1884.  Larsen, 2005a: 363.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Quango”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a); Gashaka-Gumpti National Park (Knoop teste Larsen, 2005a); Boggo, Obudu Plateau (C. Olory teste Larsen, 2005a).
Pseudacraea kuenowii hypoxantha Jordan, 1911

Pseudacraea kuenowii hypoxantha Jordan, 1911.  Novitates Zoologicae 18: 137 (137-138).

Type locality: Uganda: “Entebbe”.

Distribution: Uganda (except Mt Elgon in the east, and the Kigezi and Ankole districts in the west).
neumanni Thurau, 1904 (as ab. of Pseudacraea kuenowi).  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 48: 306 (301-314).  Uganda.
Pseudacraea kuenowii kigezi Jackson, 1956

Pseudacraea kuenowii kigezi Jackson, 1956.  Journal of the East Africa Natural History Society 23: 76 (63-102).

Type locality: Uganda: “Kigezi, Kayonza”.

Distribution: Uganda (west - Kigezi and Ankole districts).
Pseudacraea lucretia (Cramer, [1775])

Papilio lucretia Cramer, [1775] in Cramer, [1775-6].  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 1: 71 (155 pp.). Amsteldam and Utrecht.

Type locality: “Cote de Guinée”.

Diagnosis: Mimics species of Amauris but not particularly convincingly (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria, Sao Tome and Principe, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Sudan, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Kenya, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa, Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), Comoro Islands.

Common name: False chief; chief false acraea; pied false acraea; false diadem.

Habitat: Forest and heavy woodland (Kielland, 1990).  In Tanzania ssp. expansa is found from sea-level to 2 200 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: A common forest butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Mimics species of Amauris but the flight is noticeably faster and more purposeful (Pringle et al., 1994).  Larsen (2005a), however, does not believe that it mimetic.  Males select perches from which they defend their territories, on the leaves of forest trees, some metres above the ground.  Males often come down from the forest canopy to suck moisture from muddy patches (Pringle et al., 1994) and they often enter traps baited with fermented bananas (Vuattoux & Blandin, 1979; Kielland, 1990).  Larsen (2005a) found specimens feeding from sap exuding from a specimen of Entadophragma cylindrica at Kogyae in Ghana.

Flight period: All year.

Early stages:

Millar, 1910: 10 (ssp. tarquinea).

Fountaine, 1911: 57 (ssp. tarquinea; Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa).

Clark, in Van Son, 1979: 105 (Plate 57) [as Pseudacraea lucretia lucretia; (ssp. tarquinea)].


“The eggs are laid singly, 1,5 mm in diameter by 1,2 mm high, very pale yellow, darkening slightly with time.  The egg stage is about five days.  Larva:  The 1st instar is greenish-grey with the dorsum gradually turning yellowish.  Besides the usual setae, the segments 2-11 inclusive have a mole on the second wrinkle (the mole on the 2nd segment is larger than the rest); these moles mark the position of future protuberances.  The larva on hatching is 3 mm long and grows to 5,5 mm in three days.  In the second instar it grows to 8 mm in three to four days.  In the third instar it grows to 12,5 mm in three to four days.  In the 4th instar it grows to 20 mm in four days and in the final instar to 32 mm in nine days.  The protuberances of the 2nd segment are independently movable.  When at rest, the larvae lie on the surface of a leaf, generally concealed.  There is some variation in the shade of green.  The pupa is 26-29 mm long, the pupal period being eighteen to twenty-three days.  It is suspended by cremastral hooks only in a sheltered place under a leaf or from a twig.”

Larval food:

Afrosersalisia species (Sapotaceae) [Amiet, 2000 (Cameroon)].

Aningeria species (Sapotaceae) [Amiet, 2000 (Cameroon)].

Chrysophyllum albidum G. Don. (Sapotaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 319].

Chrysophyllum bangweolense (Sapotaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 66].

Chrysophyllum gorungosum Engl. (syn. fulvum S. Moore) (Sapotaceae) [Platt, 1921: 102; (ssp. tarquinea)].

Chrysophyllum species (Sapotaceae) [Fountaine, 1911: 57; Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa].

Chrysophyllum viridifolium J.M. Woods and Franks (Sapotaceae) [Platt, 1921: 102; (ssp. tarquinea)].

Englerophytum (syn. Chrysophyllum) natalense (Sond.) Heine and J.H. Hemsl. (Sapotaceae) [Platt, 1921: 102; (ssp. tarquinea); as sp. of Bequartiodendron].

Englerophytum magalismontanum (Sond.) Heine and J.H. Hemsl. (syn. argyrophyllum Hiern.; as Bequartiodendron) (Sapotaceae) [Platt, 1921: 102; (ssp. tarquinea)].

Gambeya species (Sapotaceae) [Amiet, 2000 (Cameroon)].

Lasiodiscus species (Rhamnaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Malacantha alnifolia (Sapotaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Manilkara bagshawi (Sapotaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 125].

Mimusops caffra E. Mey. ex A. DC. (Sapotaceae) [Williams, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 108; (ssp. tarquinea)].

Mimusops kummel (Sapotaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin ,1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Mimusops obovata Sond. (Sapotaceae) [Fountaine, 1911: 57; Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa].

Mimusops zeyheri Sond. (Sapotaceae) [Mullin, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 108; (ssp. tarquinea)].

Pachystela species (Sapotaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 125].

Sideroxylon diospyroides (Sapotaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 125].

Syncepalum brevipes (Sapotaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 66].

Syncepalum subcordata (Sapotaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 66].

Pseudacraea lucretia lucretia (Cramer, [1775])

]Papilio lucretia Cramer, [1775] in Cramer, [1775-6].  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 1: 71 (155 pp.). Amsteldam and Utrecht.

Type locality: “Cote de Guinée”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria, Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon, et al., 2001).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
sulpitia Fabricius, 1793 (as sp. of Papilio).  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 488pp. [West Africa]: “in Indiis”. [False locality.]
Pseudacraea lucretia lucretia apaturoides (Felder & Felder, [1867])

Panopaea [sic] apaturoides Felder & Felder, [1867] in Felder and Felder, [1865-7].  Reise der Österreichischen Fregatte Novara 416 (549 pp.). Wien.

Pseudacraea lucretia apaturoides (Felder & Felder, 1867).  Ackery, 1995: 388.

Pseudacraea apaturoides (Felder & Felder, 1867).  Hecq, 1991 (Revue d’Entomologie Generale No. 5: 1-36).  This paper was not seen by Ackery et al. (1995).

Pseudacrea lucretia apaturoides (Felder & Felder, 1867).  Lees et al., 2003.  These authors follow Ackery et al. (1995) and are also probably not aware of the Hecq paper cited above.

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar.

drusilla Saalmüller, 1878 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Bericht über die Senckenbergischen Naturforschen Gesellschaft 1878: 81 (71-96).  Madagascar: “Madagaskar”.
Pseudacraea lucretia comorana Oberthür, 1890

Pseudacraea comorana Oberthür, 1890.  Études d’Entomologie 13: 14 (9-15).

Type locality: Comoro Islands: “Mayotte” (False locality?  Collins, 1991: 257) states that it only occurs on Anjouan.

Distribution: Comoro Islands (Anjouan Island).
serena Mabille, 1890 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 10: 20 (17-51).  Comoro Islands: “Mayotte”.
Pseudacraea lucretia expansa (Butler, 1878)

Panopea expansa Butler, 1878.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 2: 177 (177-179).
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Pseudacraea lucretia expansa.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 67mm.  Mnt. Selinda, S. Rhod.  XII-1935.  G. van Son.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3612).
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Pseudacraea lucretia expansa male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Mphapuli, Limpopo Province, South Africa 22 March, 2004.  Images courtesy of Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
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Pseudacraea lucretia expansa male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Mphapuli, Limpopo Province, South Africa 22 March, 2004.  Images courtesy of Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
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Pseudacraea lucretia expansa male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Mphapuli, Limpopo Province, South Africa 15 April, 2006.  Images courtesy of Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
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Pseudacraea lucretia expansa female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Mphapuli, Limpopo Province, South Africa 22 March, 2004.  Images courtesy of Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
Type locality: Tanzania: “Masasi, East Africa”.

Diagnosis: In subspecies tarquinea the spots on the forewing are reduced in size and are white or pale yellow, while the hindwing patch is distinctly yellow.  In subspecies expansa the pale markings are much enlarged, unicolorous and range from pure white to reddish orange (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Kenya (east of Rift Valley), Tanzania (east), Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east), Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Widespread (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Katambora; Mufulira; Ndola; Lusaka; Luangwa Valley; Chilungoma; Mbala; Mafinga Mountains; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Mount Selinda (Pringle, et al., 1994); Bulawayo (M. Gardiner; single specimen).
Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Woodbush (Swanepoel, 1953); Louis Trichardt (Swanepoel, 1953); Entabeni Forest (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Graskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Marieps Kop (Swanepoel, 1953).

delagoae Trimen & Bowker, 1887 (as sp. of Pseudacraea).  South-African butterflies: a monograph of the extra-tropical species 1 [Nymphalidae] 291 (355 pp.). London.  South Africa; Mozambique: “Delagoa Bay.- Lourenco Marques”.
heliogenes Butler, 1896 (as sp. of Panopea).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 18: 69 (67-75).  Malawi: “Deep Bay, west coast of Lake Nyassa”.
xantha Poulton, 1926 (as female f. of Pseudacraea lucretia expansa).   Internationaler Entomologen-Kongress 2: 510 (507-517).  Kenya: “Nairobi”.
kenyae Poulton, 1926 (as ssp. of Pseudacraea lucretia).  Internationaler Entomologen-Kongress 2: 513 (507-517).  Kenya: “Nairobi”.
particolor Talbot, 1943 (as f. of Pseudacraea lucretia expansa).  Entomologist 76: 167 (165-167).  Malawi: “Nyasaland: Mlangi”.
Pseudacraea lucretia gamae Joicey & Talbot, 1927

Pseudacraea gamae Joicey & Talbot, 1927.  Entomologist 60: 15 (12-16).

Type locality: Sao Tome and Principe: “Principe ... between 1500 and 2000 feet”.

Distribution: Sao Tome and Principe (Principe Island).
Pseudacraea lucretia karthalae Collins, 1991

Pseudacraea lucretia karthalae Collins, 1991.  Lambillionea 91 (3): 258 (257-260).

Type locality: Comoro Islands: “Nioumbadjou G. Comore 1.000m IV/87.”  Holotype in ABRI, Nairobi.

Distribution: Comoro Islands (Grand Comore Island).
Pseudacraea lucretia protracta (Butler, 1874)

Panopea protracta Butler, 1874.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 11: 164 (163-164).
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Pseudacraea lucretia protracta.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 70mm.  Bangui, R.C.A.  Apr 66.  Dr Allard.  (Henning collection - H227).

Type locality: Angola: “Cabinda”.

Distribution: Cameroon (east), Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Sudan (south), Kenya (west), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).
ramosa Schultze, 1920 (as ab. of Pseudacraea lucretia).  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika-Expedition 1 (14): 783 (639-829).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Belg. Kongo: Lifaka (Uelle-Distr.)”.
pseudolucretia Bernardi, 1965 (as “morph” of Pseudacraea luretia protracta).   Bulletin de l’Institut Française d’Afrique Noire (A) 27: 761 (759-762).  Gabon: “Tchibanga”.
Pseudacraea lucretia tarquinea (Trimen, 1868)

Panopea tarquinea Trimen, 1868.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1868: 79 (69-96).
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Pseudacraea lucretia tarquinea male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Umtamvuna Gorge, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa 29 April, 2005.  Images courtesy of Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
[image: image82.jpg]


[image: image83.jpg]



Pseudacraea lucretia tarquinea female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Umtamvuna Gorge, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa 29 April, 2005.  Images courtesy of Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
Type locality: South Africa: “in the woods near Port Natal ... near the village of Verulam, about twenty miles northward of D’Urban”.

Diagnosis: In subspecies tarquinea the spots on the forewing are reduced in size and are white or pale yellow, while the hindwing patch is distinctly yellow.  In subspecies expansa the pale markings are much enlarged, unicolorous and range from pure white to reddish orange (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Oribi Gorge (Swanepoel, 1953); Isipingo (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

Pseudacraea lucretia walensensis (Sharpe, 1896)

Panopea walensensis Sharpe, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 532 (523-537).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Waenso”.

Distribution: Ethiopia (south).
eliana Strand, 1911 (as ab. of Pseudacraea lucretia var. expansa).  Entomologische Rundschau 28: 137 (137-141).  Ethiopia: “Eli”.
Pseudacraea peyrierasi Collins, 1991

Pseudacraea peyrierasi Collins, 1991.  Lambillionea 91 (3): 260 (257-260).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Antsalova W. Madagascar VII/83. A. Peyrieras.”  Holotype in ABRI, Nairobi.

According to Lees et al. (2003) the type material was probably not collected at Antsalova itself but rather in the Tsingy de Bemaraha.  The species has recently been found in the latter locality (A. Cameron teste Lees et al. (2003).

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pseudacraea poggei (Dewitz, 1879)

Hypolimnas poggei Dewitz, 1879.  Nova Acta Academiae Caesarea Leopoldino-Carolinae Germanicum Naturae Curiosorum 4 (2): 197 (173-212).
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Pseudacraea poggei.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 68mm.  Chingola, N. Rhodesia.  April 1959.  R. Badham.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3703).

Type locality: “Guineaküste”.

Diagnosis: A very good mimic of Danaus chrysippus.

Distribution: Angola, Namibia (Caprivi), Zambia (north), Malawi, Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mpanda and Kigoma Districts (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Kasangezhi; Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; 100 km south of Mwinilunga; Solwezi; Chingola; Mufulira; Kitwe; Ndola; Luanshya; Kundalila Falls; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Namibia – Katima Mulilo (I. Coetzer); near Schuckmannsberg in the Caprivi (A. Curle).

Common name: False monarch; monarch false acraea.

Habitat: Woodland (Heath, et al., 2002), especially ‘miombo’ (Brachystegia) woodland (Pringle, et al., 1994).  In Tanzania it occurs at altitudes from 800 to 1 400 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The flight pattern is similar to that of its model Danaus chrysippus but slightly faster (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year, with peak emergence from November to May (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Chrysophyllum bangweolense (Sapotacaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 65].
carpenteri Poulton, 1918 (as f. of Pseudacraea poggei).  Proceedings of the Entomological Society of London 1918: 12 (5-22).  Tanzania: “Lulanguru”.
Pseudacraea semire (Cramer, 1779)

Papilio semire Cramer, 1779 in Cramer, [1779-80].  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 3: 71 (176 pp.). Amsteldam & Utrecht.
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Pseudacraea semire.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 58mm.  Bangui, C. A. R.  79.10.05.  R.P. Godart.  (Curle Trust Collection - 85).
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leona”; “Cote de Guinea”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west), Tanzania (north-west), Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Kagoro (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Kampisa River in Mpanda; Mahale Mountain in Kigoma; Gombe (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Kalene Hill, Ikelenge; lower Kalungwishi River (Heath, et al., 2002).

Common name: Green false acraea.

Habitat: Lowland to submontane forest (Kielland, 1990).  It copes well with considerable degradation of its forest habitat and is even found in dry coastal forest in Ghana (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania it occurs from 800 to 1 500 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: This is a realatively common species (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is fast but individuals frequently settle on the foliage of bushes and trees.  Specimens occasionally enter banana-baited traps (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Ouratea species (Ochnaceae) [Vuattoux & Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Campylospermum laeve (Ochnaceae) [Bampton et al., 1991 (Congo)].

Ochnaceae [Amiet, 2000 (Cameroon)].

Ochna pulchra (Ochnaceae) [Heath et al., 2002: 66].

hyppolite Drury, 1782 (as sp. of Papilio).  Illustrations of Natural History 3: index et 17 (76 pp.). London.  Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon”.
Pseudacraea warburgi Aurivillius, 1892

Pseudacraea warburgi Aurivillius, 1892.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 13: 200 (181-200).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Camerun”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west - Bwamba Valley).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Incipient false acraea.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Despite appearing to mimic a species of Acraea, the flight is fast and erratic, with considerable movement in the vertical plane (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is sustained and they have not been seen to feed or drink (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Strephanoma species (Combretaceae) [Lees, 1989 (Korup, Cameroon)].

Manilkara species (Sapotaceae) [Bampton, et al., 1991 (Congo)].

Combretum species (Combretaceae) [Amiet, 2000 (Cameroon)].
Genus Neptis Fabricius, 1807
In: Illiger, K., Magazin für Insektenkunde 6: 282 (277-289).
Type-species: Papilio aceris Esper, by subsequent designation (Crotch, 1872.  Cistula Entomologica 1: 66 (59-71).) [extralimital].

= Neptidomima Holland, 1920.  Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History 43: 116, 164 (109-369).  Type-species: Neptis exaleuca Karsch, by original designation.

Synonyms based on extralimital type-species: Philonoma Billberg; Paraneptis Moore; Kalkasia Moore; Hamadryodes Moore; Bimbisara Moore; Strabrobates Moore; Rasalia Moore; Seokia Sibatani.

An Old World genus of 158 species, 68 of which are Afrotropical.  One Afrotropical species extends extralimitally.

Neptis agouale Pierre-Baltus, 1978

Neptis agouale Pierre-Baltus, 1978.  Lambillionea 78: 40 (33-44).
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Neptis agouale agouale.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 38mm.  Isombo, Ikelenge, Zambia.  6.III.77.  A. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “à la Station d’Ecologie Equatorial de Lamto (Côte d’Ivoire)”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Tanzania, Zambia.

Common name: Common club-dot sailer.

Habitat: Forest, including severely degraded habitat (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania it occurs at altitudes from 800 to 1 400 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: This is the commenest species of Neptis in the forest zone (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens fly around slowly, about 1,5 m above the ground, in clearings and along paths in the forest (Larsen, 2005a).  It is often seen near the climbing Acacia species that are the main foodplants (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Pierre-Baltus, 1978 [larva].

Amiet, 2000 [larva].

Larval food:

Acacia species (Fabaceae) [Pierre-Baltus, 1978; creeper in forest (Ivory Coast)].

Pterocarpus santalinoides (Fabaceae) [Pierre-Baltus vide Kielland, 1990: 126].

Baphia pubescens (Fabaceae) [Pierre-Baltus vide Kielland, 1990: 126].

Grewia carpinifolia (Tiliaceae) [Pierre-Baltus vide Kielland, 1990: 126].

Sterculia tragacantha (Sterculiaceae) [Pierre-Baltus vide Kielland, 1990: 126].

Ventilago species (Rhamnaceae) [Pierre-Baltus vide Kielland, 1990: 126].

Acacia pennata (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a (Ivory Coast, Ghana, Cameroon, Rwanda)].
Neptis agouale agouale Pierre-Baltus, 1978

Neptis agouale Pierre-Baltus, 1978.  Lambillionea 78: 40 (33-44).
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Neptis agouale agouale.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 38mm.  Isombo, Ikelenge, Zambia.  6.III.77.  A. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “à la Station d’Ecologie Equatorial de Lamto (Côte d’Ivoire)”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania (west), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Lamto (TL).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Kigoma: Mukuyu Forest; Kemfu Forest; Kasye Forest; Mihumu Forest; Mugondozi (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Kalene Hill, Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).
Neptis agouale parallela Collins & Larsen, 1996

Neptis agouale parallela Collins and Larsen, 1996.  In: Larsen, 1996.  The butterflies of Kenya and their natural history.  Second edition.  Oxford University Press, Oxford: 498 (i-xxii, 1-500).

Type locality: Kenya.

Diagnosis: Differs from the nominate subspecies in the much wider bands and the fused forewing spots (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu), Uganda (east), Ethiopia, Kenya (west), Rwanda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Bukoba Region (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
Neptis alta Overlaet, 1955

Neptis alta Overlaet, 1955.  Exploration du Parc National de l’Upemba 27: 90 (1-106).
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Neptis alta.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 49mm.  Lundi, S. Rhod.  23.IX.1961.  G. van Son.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3622).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Katanga, Sakania”.

Diagnosis: Belongs to the laeta group, which is characterized by three white spots in the forewing cell and a contiguous white discal band from space 2 to the costa (Kielland, 1990).  Similar to N. laeta but it is slightly larger and the forewing apex is more pointed (Pringle, et al., 1994).  In N. alta the underside white markings are better developed than in related species; the genitalia are distinctive (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (south), Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana (north).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Guinea – Parc National de Haut Niger (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Western, central and eastern parts (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Solwezi; Mufulira; Victoria Falls; 79 km south of Kawambwa; Kasama (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Dondo; Amatongas; Buzi River; Maronga Forest (Pringle, et al., 1994)

Zimbabwe – Harare; Bikita; Mutare; Rutenga; Bazeley Bridge; Vumba Mountains (Pringle, et al., 1994); Mana Pools (Hancock); Victoria Falls (Ficq).

Common name: Old sailer; high sailer.

Habitat: Brachystegia woodland (Kielland, 1990).  In Tanzania it is found at altitudes from 300 to 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).  In West Africa it is found in forests, including some that are relatively dry (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Specimens often fly and settle high up but, especially in the morning, may be seen resting on the ground (Pringle, et al., 1994).  In the dry season it is known to mud-puddle (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: August to October and April-May (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (2005a) strongly suspects that West African populations ascribed to N. alta represent an undescribed species.
Neptis aurivillii Schultze, 1913

Neptis incongrua var. aurivillii Schultze, 1913.  Entomologische Rundschau 30: 124 (123-124).
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Neptis aurivillii aurivillii.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 45mm.  Nyika N.R., Zambia.  5/ix/1978.  Fisher.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Usambara”.

Diagnosis: Very close to N. incongrua but genitalia distinctive (Kielland, 1985: 74).

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia.

Habitat: Montane and submontane forest.  In Tanzania the nominate subspecies flies at altitudes betweeen 800 and 2 400 m and ssp. ufipa at 2 200 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Specimens are usually observed flying high up in the trees (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Macaranga sp. (Euphorbiaceae) [Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003; Mufindi, Tanzania].

Urera hypselodendron (Urticaceae) [Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003; Magamba, Tanzania].
Neptis aurivillii aurivillii Schultze, 1913

Neptis incongrua var. aurivillii Schultze, 1913.  Entomologische Rundschau 30: 124 (123-124).
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Neptis aurivillii aurivillii.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 45mm.  Nyika N.R., Zambia.  5/ix/1978.  Fisher.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Usambara”.

Distribution: Kenya (south-east), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mufundi; Mwanihana; Image Mountain; Rubeho Mountains; Kiboriani Mountain; Njoge Mountain; Ukaguru Mountains; Uluguru Mountains; Nguru Mountains; Usambaras; Northern Highlands; Mount Longido; Mount Lossoganeu; Pare Mountains (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Makutu Mountains; Mafinga Mountains; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).
Neptis aurivillii ufipa Kielland, 1990

Neptis aurivillii ufipa Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania 126 (363 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Ufipa, Bizi Mt., 2200 m, Oct. 1987, K. Kalumile”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Description:

“Male.  White patches of upperside f.w. considerably larger than in the corresponding sex of the nominate race; spots in spaces 2 and 3 conjoined (in ssp. aurivillii there is usually a space between them); white band of h.w. wide, confluent, without or with faintly blackened veins only; distal margin slightly incised and with black veins (in ssp. aurivillii the band is strongly incised).  Underside ground colour as in aurivillii.  Length of f.w. 27 mm.  Female.  As the male, but larger, and white markings wider.  Length of f.w. 27-30 mm.  Genitalia as in ssp. aurivillii.”
Diagnosis: Differs fom the nominate subspecies in the wider, confluent hind wing white band large white spots on the forewing (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (west - Ufipa district).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Bizi Mountain (Kielland, 1990).
Neptis biafra Ward, 1871

Neptis biafra Ward, 1871.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 8: 121 (34-36, 58-60, 81-82, 118-122).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Camaroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon (west).


Records from Liberia (Fox, 1965) and Ghana are probably erroneous (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Biafran sailer.

Habitat: 

Habits: A scarce species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis camarensis Schultze, 1920

Neptis camarensis Schultze, 1920.  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika-Expedition 1 (14): 789 (639-829).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Süd-Kamerun: Yukaduma”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (west and central).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Yakaduma (TL).

Common name: Schultze’s sailer.

Habitat: Primary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A very scarce species of Neptis (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: It is possible that N. camarensis and N. biafra form a variable continuum within a single species (Larsen, 2005a).
Neptis carcassoni Van Son, 1959

Neptis melicerta carcassoni Van Son, 1959.  Novos Taxa Entomologicos (15): 5 (8 pp.).
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Neptis carcassoni.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 40mm.  Pungwe Br, S. Rhodesia.  13:4:59.  D.M. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3617).

Type locality: Mozambique: “Dondo, P.E.A.”.

Diagnosis: Distinguished from the closely allied, smaller, N. goochii by the broader white band on the hindwing and the continuous, tapered white mark in the cell of the forewing (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Also similar to N. melicerta, but larger (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east).

Common name: Carcasson’s sailer.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Rondo Plateau; Masagati Forest south of Ifakara; Kimboza Forest; Turiani in the Ngurus (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Lunzua Falls, Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Dondo; Xiluvo; Amatongas; Maronga Forest (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Mount Selinda; Butler North; Witchwood Valley, below the Vumba Mountains; Pungwe Valley in the Holdenby Reserve below the Inyangani Mountain (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habitat: Lowland forest.  In Tanzania it occurs at altitudes from 200 to 850 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The flight is slow and sailing, in forest glades (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: Most months of the year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Dalbergia lactea Vatke (Fabaceae) [Paré, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 109].
[Given as a synonym of Neptis melicerta (Drury) in Ackery, et al., 1995: 367 but treated as a good species by Kielland (1990), Pierre-Balthus (1991) and by Pringle, et al. (1994) (In: Pringle, Henning, and Ball [eds].  Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 109 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa.]
Neptis carlsbergi Collins & Larsen, 2005

Neptis carlsbergi Collins & Larsen, 2005.  In: Larsen, 2005.  Butterflies of West Africa: 551.
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Neptis carsbergi.  Male (x1.9).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Nigeria: “Oban Hills, Mkpot1”.  Holotype (male) March, 1995 (T.B. Larsen leg., coll. African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi.

General remarks: The species is named for the Carlsberg Foundation, Denmark in appreciation for financial support to Larsen (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Nigeria.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills, Mkpot 1 (TL); Ahoada (St Leger teste Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Carlsberg sailer.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis carpenteri d'Abrera, 1980

Neptis carpenteri d'Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region 249 (593 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Uganda: “Kakindu (W. of V. Nyanza). Semliki Valley”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro (common); Munene (common); Kikuru (rare) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis clarei Neave, 1904

Neptis clarei Neave, 1904.  Novitates Zoologicae 11: 330 (323-363).

Type locality: Uganda: “Entebbe”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania? (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro, especially at Kere Hill.  The identity of this population is in doubt (Congdon and Collins, 1998). 

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Paullinia pinnata L. (Sapindaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 321].
Neptis claude Collins & Larsen, 2005

Neptis claude Collins & Larsen, 2005.  In: Larsen, 2005.  Butterflies of West Africa: 553.
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Neptis claude.  Female (x1.8).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Djoum”.  Holotype (female) October, 1993 (leg. et coll. African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).  The male is unknown.

General remarks: Named for Claude Pierre-Baltus in appreciation of her work on the genus Neptis.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Djourn (TL).

Common name: Large club sailer.

Habitat: Primary (closed) forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: An exceedingly rare butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis comorarum Oberthür, 1890

Neptis comorarum Oberthür, 1890.  Études d’Entomologie 13: 14 (9-15).

Type locality: Comoro Islands: “Iles Comores”.

Distribution: Comoro Islands.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis comorarum comorarum Oberthür, 1890

Neptis comorarum Oberthür, 1890.  Études d’Entomologie 13: 14 (9-15).

Type locality: Comoro Islands: “Iles Comores”.

Distribution: Comoro Islands (Grand Comore, Anjouan).
leighi Rothschild, 1918 (as subsp. of Neptis comorarum).  Novitates Zoologicae 25: 341 (338-345).  Comoro Islands: “Anjouan Island, Comoro Islands”.  [Given as a subspecies of Neptis comorarum Oberthür in Ackery, et al.,: 365 but regarded to be a synonym of Neptis comorarum by Turlin, 1994 (Lambillionea 94 (3) (Tome II): 379 (372-389)).]
decaryi Le Cerf, 1928 (as sp. of Neptis).  Encyclopédie Entomologique (B. 3. Lepidoptera) 3: 125 (117-126). [Comoro Islands?]: Tsantsany, Madagascar”.  [Given as a good species of Neptis in Ackery, et al.,: 365 but regarded to be a synonym of Neptis comororum by Turlin, 1994 (Lambillionea 94 (3) (Tome II): 379 (372-389)).]
Neptis comorarum legrandi Turlin, 1994

Neptis comorarum legrandi Turlin, 1993 and 1994.  Lambillionea 93 (4) (Tome I): 361 (345-361) and Lambillionea 94 (3) (Tome II): 380 (372-389).

Type locality: Comoro Isalnds: “Isoni, 150-200 m, Est de Miringoni, Iles Comores, 4.VIII.1989.”  Holotype in MNHN, Paris.

Distribution: Comoro Islands.
Neptis conspicua Neave, 1904

Neptis conspicua Neave, 1904.  Novitates Zoologicae 11: 329 (323-363).
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Neptis conspicua.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 44mm.  Zambia, N.W. Province, Ikelenge.  1500 m.  15-V-1983.  A. Heath.  (Newport Collection).

Type locality: Uganda: “Nyangori, Entebbe”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone?, Togo?, Nigeria?, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Kalene Hill, Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).

Common name: Neave’s sailer.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis constantiae Carcasson, 1961

Neptis constantiae Carcasson, 1961.  Occasional Papers.  Coryndon Memorial Museum, Nairobi 7: 6 (1-23).

Type locality: Uganda: “Kibale forest, Toro, Uganda”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania.

Common name: Constance’s sailer.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: The usual floating flight of the genus around trees and bushes, on which they settle periodically (Congdon and Collins, 1998).  Individuals of both sexes in the Nigerian and Cameroonian populations appear to remain high in the forest canopy most of the time (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis constantiae constantiae Carcasson, 1961

Neptis constantiae Carcasson, 1961.  Occasional Papers.  Coryndon Memorial Museum, Nairobi 7: 6 (1-23).

Type locality: Uganda: “Kibale forest, Toro, Uganda”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Munene Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Neptis constantiae kaumba Condamin, 1966

Neptis constantiae kaumba Condamin, 1966.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental d’Afrique Noire (A) 28: 1028 (1008-1029).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Lulua: Kapanga”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba, Sankuru).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kapanga (TL).

Note: The populations in Nigeria and Cameroon may be specifically distinct from those in southern DRC (Larsen, 2005a: 370).
Neptis loma Condamin, 1971

Neptis constantiae loma Condamin, 1971.  Mémoires de l’Institut Fondamental d’Afrique Noire (86): 356 (349-365).

Neptis loma Condamin, 1971.  Larsen, 2005a: 369, stat. rev.
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “galerie forestière près du Camp III; des Monts Loma”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana (Volta region), Nigeria.

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Loma Mountains (TL).

Ivory Coast – Banco (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Likpe (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Kagoro (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Loma sailer.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: This is a rare butterfly, with a patchy distribution. Apparently it is commonest in the Loma Mountains of Sierra Leone, according to C. Belcastro (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis angusta Condamin, 1966

Neptis constantiae angusta Condamin, 1966.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental d’Afrique Noire (A) 28: 1029 (1008-1029).

Neptis angusta Condamin, 1966.  Larsen, 2005a: 370.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Sankuru: Katako-Kombe”.

Distribution: Ghana (Volta region), Democratic Republic of Congo (Sankuru, Tshuapa, Tshopo, Ituri), Uganda (west) (Larsen, 2005a); Tanzania (north-west) (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Likpe (Larsen, 2005a).
Common name: Condamin’s sailer.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis continuata Holland, 1892

Neptis biafra var. continuata Holland, 1892.  Entomological News 3: 249 (248-250).

Type locality: Gabon: “Ogove Valley”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone? (Belcastro, 1990), Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west).

Common name: Continuous sailer.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
urungensis Strand, 1911 (as ab. of Neptis conspicua).  Mitteilungen aus dem Zoologischen Museum in Berlin 5: 287 (275-304).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kitungulu”.
Neptis najo Karsch, 1893

Neptis najo Karsch, 1893.  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 38: 186 (1-266).

Synonym of N. continuata Holland, 1892.  Ackery et al., 1995.

Neptis najo Karsch, 1893.  Larsen, 2005a: 372.

Type locality: Togo: “Bismarckburg”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Condamin, 1964).

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a); Parc National du Haut Niger (Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Loma Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Banco (Larsen, 2005a); Man (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Bia (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Likpe area (Larsen, 2005a); Wli Falls (Larsen, 2005a).

Togo – Bismarckburg (TL).

Common name: Karsch’s sailer.

Habitat: Most types of forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis cormilloti Turlin, 1994

Neptis cormilloti Turlin, 1993 and 1994.  Lambillionea 93 (4) (Tome I): 361 (345-361) and Lambillionea 94 (3) (Tome II): 380 (372-389).

Type locality: Comoro Islands: “Grande Comore, Nioumbadjou 505m VIII-1958 (P. Griveaud).”  Holotype in MNHN, Paris.

Distribution: Comoro Islands.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis dentifera Schultze, 1920

Neptis dentifera Schultze, 1920.  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika-Expedition 1 (14): 787 (639-829).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Süd-Kamerun: “Molundu”.

Distribution: Cameroon.  Of doubtful provenance (see Usher, 1979: 204).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Known from a single specimen, which may be an aberration.  It is doubtful that it is a good species.  The specimen does not match the illustration in D’Abrera (1980) (T. B. Larsen, pers. comm., 2005).
Neptis dumetorum Boisduval, 1833

Neptis dumetorum deBoisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 198 (149-270).

Type locality: Réunion: “Bourbon”.

Distribution: Reunion.


Misattributed to the Madagascar fauna by Boisduval (1833), van Vollenhoven (1869) and Vinson (1938) (Lees et al., 2003).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis eltringhami Joicey & Talbot, 1926

Neptis eltringhami Joicey & Talbot, 1926.  Entomologist 59: 223 (220-226).

Type locality: Sao Tome and Principe: “Sao Thomé”.

Distribution: Sao Tome and Principe (island of Sao Tome).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis exaleuca Karsch, 1894

Neptis exaleuca Karsch, 1894.  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 39: 9 (1-16).

Type locality: Cameroon: “deutschen Forschungsstation Yaúnde im Hinterlande von Kamerun”.

Distribution: Cameroon, to Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis exaleuca exaleuca Karsch, 1894

Neptis exaleuca Karsch, 1894.  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 39: 9 (1-16).

Type locality: Cameroon: “deutschen Forschungsstation Yaúnde im Hinterlande von Kamerun”.

Distribution: Cameroon, to Democratic Republic of Congo (west).
Neptis exaleuca suffusa Rothschild, 1918

Neptis exaleuca suffusa Rothschild, 1918.  Novitates Zoologicae 25: 341 (338-345).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Forest 95 km. west of Lake Albert Edward”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Buzenya Forest (rare) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
integra Eltringham, 1922 (as f. of Neptis exaleuca).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1921: 555 (532-588).  Uganda: “Toro”.
Neptis frobenia (Fabricius, 1798)

Papilio frobenia Fabricius, 1798.  Supplementum entomologiae systematica 425 (572 pp.). Hafniae.

Type locality: Mauritius: “Isle de France”.

Distribution: Mauritius.


Misattributed to the Madagascar fauna by Boisduval (1833), van Vollenhoven (1869) and Vinson (1938) (Lees et al., 2003).

Habitat: Most common in the hills above the Black River Gorges and in the Maccabee forest (Davis & Barnes, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Acalypha species (Euphorbiaceae) [Manders, 1908].

Erythrospermum mauritiana Baker (family?) [Manders, 1908].
Neptis goochii Trimen, 1879

Neptis goochii Trimen, 1879.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1879: 336 (323-346).
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Neptis goochii.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Dondo, P.E.A.  12.8.57.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3618).

Type locality: South Africa: “Natal; Little Umhlanga”.

Diagnosis: See N. melicerta for differentiation from that species and N. agouale.  The genitalia of N. goochi are distinctive (Kielland, 1978: 183).

Distribution: Sub Saharan Africa including, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east), South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Most forests in the western and eastern parts (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Known from a male collected at the “Trial Forest Burning Plots” near Ndola and a female taken at Mutundu, Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Dondo; Amatongas; Posto de Catandica (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Mount Selinda; Witchwood Valley; Mutare (Pringle, et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Umhlanga, near Durban (Gooch; TL); Durban – Stella Bush (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); False Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Tugela mouth; Mtunzini; Hluhluwe; Eshowe; Dukuduku Forest; Kosi Bay; Emanguzi Forest; Richards Bay (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Streaked sailer.

Habitat: Forest.  In Tanzania from near sea-level to 1 500 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The flight is slow, weak, and gliding but the isect is alert and wary.  Males defend territories, sometimes from perches, at the edge of the forest.  They are often found feeding from flowers (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Acalypha species (Euphorbiaceae) [Platt, 1921: 102].

Alchornea cordifolia (Euphorbiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 64].

Dalbergia species (Fabaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 64].
Neptis gratiosa Overlaet, 1955

Neptis gratiosa Overlaet, 1955.  Exploration du Parc National de l’Upemba 27: 95 (1-106).
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Neptis gratiosa.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Mwekera Kiwe, Zambia.  10 January, 1982.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “gorges de la Pelenge”.

Diagnosis: Closely related to N. alta, N. serena and N. laeta (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Sankuru, Shaba), Zambia (north), Mozambique, Tanzania (north-west), Kenya.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Highlands of Mpanda and Kigoma (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Ikelenge; 40 km east of Mwinilunga; Chingola; Mufulira; Kitwe; Ndola; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: Grassy woodland (Kielland, 1990).  In Tanzania at altitudes from 1 500 to 1 700 m (Kielland, 1990).  

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis incongrua Butler, 1896

Neptis incongrua Butler, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 112 (108-136).
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Neptis incongrua incongrua.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 47mm.  Thyolo, Malawi.  23 April, 1973.  A.J. & M.W. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Malawi: “Kantorongondo Mt., Nyika”.

Diagnosis: Differs from N. aurivillii in that it has three white spots in the cell on the underside of the forewing; two of these spots are apparent on the upperside; the two white postdiscal spots in spaces 2 and 3 are less obiquely placed (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Malawi, Zambia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania, Uganda, Kenya (south-east).

Habitat: Submontane to montane forest.  In Tanzania the nominate subspecies occurs at altitudes from 1 200 to 2 700 m; ssp. izidoro from 1 400 to 2150 m; ssp. nguru from 2 000 to 2 300 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Specimens fly high up in the trees, tending to congregate on mountain tops.  Occasionally they may be observed flying lower down (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Wisteria sinensis (Fabaceae) [Congdon, vide Kielland, 1990: 127].

Dombeya species (Sterculiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 64].

Neptis incongrua incongrua Butler, 1896

Neptis incongrua Butler, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 112 (108-136).
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Neptis incongrua incongrua.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 47mm.  Thyolo, Malawi.  23 April, 1973.  A.J. & M.W. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Malawi: “Kantorongondo Mt., Nyika”.

Diagnosis: Compared to the other subspecies the underside is blotchy (pale bronze-grey patches) (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Malawi, Zambia, Tanzania (south and east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Southern Highlands; Iringa; Mbeya; Rukwa; Kitesa Forest at Songea; Uzungwa Range; Ukaguru Mountains; Rubeho Mountains (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).
Neptis incongrua isidoro Kielland, 1985

Neptis incongrua isidoro Kielland, 1985.  Lambillionea 87: 72 (62-76).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Morogoro, Uluguru Mt., Bondwa Mt. (2100 m)”.

Diagnosis: Differs from the nominate subspecies as follows: larger; underside not blotchy; all white markings smaller (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (north-east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Endemic to the Uluguru Mountains (Kielland, 1990).
Neptis incongrua nguru Kielland, 1987

Neptis incongrua nguru Kielland, 1987.  Lambillionea 87: 75 (38-45, 75-79).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mambega Mt. near Maskati Mission in the Nguru Mts”.

Diagnosis: Underside as in ssp. izidoro but paler; white markings on forewing upperside larger than in izidoro but smaller than in the nominate subspecies (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Endemic to the Nguru Mountains (Kielland, 1990).
Neptis infusa Birket-Smith, 1960

Neptis infusa Birket-Smith, 1960.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 22: 950 (521-554, 924-983, 1259-1284).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Greater, grassy clearing at Case du Nyong 16 km South of Makak station (Loc. 174), French Cameroons”.

Distribution: Cameroon.  Known only from the holotype female.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis jamesoni Godman & Salvin, 1890

Neptis jamesoni Godman & Salvin, 1890.  In: Jameson, J.J., Story of the rear column of the Emin Pasha relief expedition: 436 (426-445).

Type locality: “Congo Valley”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.


Recorded, in error, from Guinea by De Fleury (1926) (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Jameson’s large sailer.

Habitat: 

Habits: A rare species of the forest canopy, conspicuous because of its large size (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis jordani Neave, 1910

Neptis jordani Neave, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 33 (2-86).
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Neptis jordani.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 42mm.  Pungwe River, S. Rhodesia.  12.IV.1959.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3626).

Type locality: Zambia: “Chishi Island, Lake Bangweolo”.

Diagnosis: The forewing submarginal lines in areas 3, 4 and 6 are clearly interrupted by dark veins and the white band is narrowed towards the costa, giving the outer edge a kink (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Angola, Zambia, Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba, Shaba), Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Namibia (north), Botswana (north), South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal).


Misattributed to the West African fauna by Usher (1979) and Belcastro (1990) (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mpanda; Kigoma; Masagati Forest; Uzungwa Range; Mwanihana Forest (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Mwinilunga; Katambora; Chingola; Mufulira; Ndola; Chishi Island, Lake Bangweulu (TL) (Heath, et al., 2002).
Mozambique – Dondo; Buzi River; Moribane Forest (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Victoria Falls; Katimbora; Harare; Gweru; Mutare; Vumba; Nyanga; Pungwe River; Bazeley Bridge (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Botswana – Chobe River (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Namibia – Kavango River (Pringle, et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Emanguzi Forest (Ficq); Tembe Elephant Reserve (Pringle, 1998).

Common name: Jordan’s sailer.

Habitat: Along rivers and in grassy marshes (Heath, et al., 2002).  In Tanzania it flies at altitudes from 400 to 1 800 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Flies slowly and usually not high above the ground, frequently settling on low vegetation, close to the waters edge (Van Son, 1979).

Flight period: January, February and April to September (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Polygonum strigonum (Polygonaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 63].
Neptis katama Collins & Larsen, 1991

Neptis katama Collins and Larsen, 1991.  In Larsen, 1991.  The butterflies of Kenya and their natural history 326, 442 (490 pp.). Oxford.

Type locality: Kenya: “Katamayu, Aberdare Mountains (South Kinangop)”.

Distribution: Kenya (Aberdare Mountains, Nyambeni Hills).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis kikideli Boisduval, 1833

Neptis kikideli Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 198 (149-270).

Type locality: Madagascar: “à Sainte-Marie et à Tamatave [Toamasina]”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis kikuyuensis Jackson, 1951

Neptis incongrua kikuyuensis Jackson, 1951.  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 20: 102 (91-105).

Type locality: Kenya: “B.E.A., Aberdare Mts”.

Diagnosis: Similar to N. aurivillii but with a white spot in space 4 on the forewing (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Kenya (Kikuyu Escarpment, Aberdare Mountains), Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Loliondo north of Ngorongoro (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Montane forest.  In Tanzania it is found at altitudes above 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis kiriakoffi Overlaet, 1955

Neptis kiriakoffi Overlaet, 1955.  Exploration du Parc National de l’Upemba 27: 94 (1-106).
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Neptis kiriakoffi.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 47mm.  Dondo, P.E.A.  1.VIII.1957.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3624).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kaswabilenga”.

Diagnosis: Characterized by the forewing cell on the upperside containing a number of white dots and dashes (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Close to N. laeta but genitalia distinctive (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal).


Misattributed to the Madagascar fauna by Steele (1997) (Lees et al., 2003).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Widespread but commoner in the western parts (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Kabompo River; mid Lunga River; Mufulira; Ndola; Kapiri Mposhi; Mkushi; mid- and upper Luangwa Valley (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Amatongas (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Bikita; Runde River; Nyanyadzi River; Mana Pools (Pringle, et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Tembe Elephant Park (Woodhall, 2005: 122).

Common name: Kiriakoff’s sailer.

Habitat: Forest and Brachystegia woodland (Kielland, 1990).  In Tanzania it occurs at altitudes from near sea-level to 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).  In West Africa it is a butterfly of the Guinea savanna and disturbed areas in the forest zone (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Similar to those evinced by N. laeta and N. penningtoni (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Individuals have been noted imbibing dew from the stems of long grass (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: August to October (in southern Africa).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Acalypha racemosa Wall. ex Baill. (syn. paniculata Miq.) (Euphorbiaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 321].

Paullinia pinnata L. (Sapindaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 321].

Pilea engleri Rendle (Urticaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 321].

Australina species (Urticaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Pilea species (Urticaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Paullinia species (Sapindaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Bridelia ferruginea (Euphorbiaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Acalypha species (Euphorbiaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Pterocarpus erinaceus (Fabaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Albizia zygia (Fabaceae) [Vuattoux and Blandin, 1979 (Ivory Coast)].

Pilea usambarensis (Urticaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 62].
overlaeti Pennington, 1962 (as sp. of Neptis).  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 25: 266 (266-286).  Mozambique: “Dondo Forest (Cheringoma Distr., Moçambique)”.
Neptis laeta Overlaet, 1955

Neptis laeta Overlaet, 1955.  Exploration du Parc National de l’Upemba 27: 91 (1-106) [as replacement name for agatha Stoll, 1780 (see discussion in Larsen, 2005a: 368)].
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Neptis laeta.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 44mm.  Bomponi, S.R.  20:6:63.  D.M. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3620).
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Neptis laeta.  Male (aberration).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 50mm.  Zambia, N.W. Province, Kasangeji, 11°40'S; 24°25'E.  1500 m.  11-III-1997.  F.M. Kayombo.  (Newport Collection).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mubale”.

Diagnosis: Characterized by the virtual absence of white spots in the cell of the forewing (Kielland, 1990).  Close to N. serena but the genitalia are distinctive (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Nigeria, to Ethiopia, to Democratic Republic of Congo, to Kenya, to Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland.


Misattributed to the Madagascar fauna by Steele (1997) (Lees et al., 2003).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a); Mambilla Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Throughout (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Kabompo River; Mufulira; Ndola; Lusaka; Kawambwa; Makutu Mountains; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Woodbush (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Entabeni Forest (Swanepoel, 1953); Louis Trichardt (Swanepoel, 1953); Wyliespoort (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Nelspruit (Swanepoel, 1953); Graskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Marieps Kop (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Oribi Gorge (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Common sailer; albizia sailer.

Habitat: Forest and woodland.  In Tanzania from sea-level to 2 200 m (Kielland, 1990).  In Nigeria it is a strictly sub-montane species (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Males defend territories from perches on the leaves of trees a few metres above the ground.  The flight is floating, with occasional beats of the wings (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Both sexes are fond of flowers, such as those of Lantana (Trimen & Bowker, 1887).

Flight period: All year.

Early stages:

Dickson, 1972: 35.

Clark, in Van Son, 1979: 94 (Plate 56) [as Neptis laeta].


“The eggs are laid singly on the tip of a leaf.  They are 1 mm in diameter by 1,1 mm high, pale yellowish-green when laid, changing to pale watery green and later assuming a pale brownish tint at the top and bottom.  The incubation period is seven days.  The larva is 2,2 mm long at hatching and grows to 4 mm in ten days.  Second instar grows to 6,5 mm, third to 10 mm, fourth to 16 mm, these three instars taking normally eight days each.  The fifth instar takes 13 days, and the larva grows to 27 mm.  The length of duration of instars is drawn out in cold weather.  On hatching, the larvae are pale olive, but gradually assume a dull yellow colour.  When feeding, the larva turns a dirty green.  The larvae reat at the point of a leaf, and this spot is left uneaten.  They cover themselves with their excreta and when at rest on the bared tip of the leaf they resemble a withered remnant of the leaf and are difficult to detect.  They rest with the head tucked well under the body.  Pupation takes place among leaves where the shape and colour of the pupa resembles a shrivelled leaf.  The butterfly emerges after 15 days.  The species is multivoltine.”

Larval food:

Dalbergia obovata E. Mey. (Fabaceae) [Dickson, 1965: 12].

Albizia zygia Macbride (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 321].

Acalypha species (Euphorbiaceae) [Van Son, 1979: 94].

Dalbergia armata E. Mey. (Fabaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 110].

Brachystegia boehmii Taub. (Fabaceae) [Paré, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 110].

Albizia adianthifolia (Schumach.) W.F. Wight (Fabaceae) [Mullin, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 110].
roberti Eltringham, 1929 (as sp.. of Neptis).  In Eltringham, et al., 1929.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 77: 488 (475-504).  Uganda: “Mulange, Mabira Forest”.  This taxon is a melanic aberration of N. laeta (Larsen, 2005a: 368).
Neptis larseni Wojtusiak & Pyrcz, 1997

Neptis larseni Wojtusiak & Pyrcz, 1997.  Lambillionea 97 (1): 53 (53-63).

Type locality: Sao Tome and Principe: “Principe Island, Terreiro Velho, 28-31.XII.1993, leg. J. Wojtusiak and T.W. Pyrcz.”  Holotype in NHM, London.

Distribution: Sao Tome and Principe (Principe Island).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis lermanni Aurivillius, 1896

Neptis lermanni Aurivillius, 1896.  Ofversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhlhandlingar. Stockholm 53: 431 (431-436).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Popokabaka (im Koango-Gebiete) 5° 45' s. Br., 16° 56' ö L. o. Greenw”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Ubangi, Mongala, Uele, Tshopo, Equateur, Cataractes, Sankuru, Tanganika), Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
magnifica Dufrane, 1933 (as ab. of Neptis lermanni).  Lambillionea 33: 166 (164-166).  “Congo”.
Neptis liberti Pierre & Pierre-Baltus, 1998

Neptis liberti Pierre & Pierre-Baltus, 1998.  Bulletin de la Societe francais d’Entomologie 103: ? (447-450).

Type locality: Gabon: “”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a), Cameroon, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo (including Ituri and Kivu).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills, Mkpot 1 (Larsen, 2005a); Idoma Division (St Leger teste Larsen, 2005a); Ahoada (St Leger teste Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (St Leger teste Larsen, 2005a); Sapoba (Larsen, 2005a); Mamu Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Libert’s sailer.

Habitat: Forest in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A relatively common species (Larsen, 2005a).  Contesting males have been noted flying at speeds much greater than normally associated with the genus (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Larsen, 2005a.


The larva resembles that of N. melicerta.

Larval food:

Tetrapleura thoningii (Fbaceae) [Larsen, 2005a (Gabon)].
Neptis livingstonei Suffert, 1904

Neptis livingstonei Suffert, 1904.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 126 (124-132).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Lukuledi. Deutsch-Ost-Africa”.

Distribution: Tanzania.  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Probably not a valid species (T. B. Larsen, pers. comm., 2005).
Neptis lugubris Rebel, 1914

Neptis lugubris Rebel, 1914.  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 28: 241 (219-294).

Type locality: “Tanganyika-See”.

Distribution: Uganda (south-west), Kenya, Democratic Republic of Congo (east).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis marci Collins & Larsen, 1998

Neptis marci Collins and Larsen, 1998.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 110 (7-8): 161.

Type locality: DRC: “Butuohe, Kivu, Zaïre, 2000 m, vii.1987 (S.C. Collins).”  In ABRI, Nairobi.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Rwanda?  Known only from the holotype.

Habitat: Montane forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis matilei Pierre-Balthus, 2000

Neptis matilei Pierre-Balthus, 2000.  Revue Francaise d’Entomologie (Nouvelle Serie) 22: 245 (245-248).

Type locality: Gabon: “Ipassa”.

Distribution: Gabon, Cameroon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis mayottensis Oberthür, 1890

Neptis mayottensis Oberthür, 1890.  Études d’Entomologie 13: 14 (9-15).

Type locality: Comoro Islands: “Iles Comores”.

Distribution: Comoro Islands.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis melicerta (Drury, 1773)

Papilio melicerta Drury, 1773.  Illustrations of Natural History 2: index et 34 (90 pp.). London.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon”.

Distribution: Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west).


Recorded, in error, from Senegal by Condamin (1964) and from Kenya by Larsen (1991) (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Original club-dot sailer.

Habitat: Forest of all types (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Relatively uncommon (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Pierre-Baltus, 1978 [larva; Ivory Coast].

Larval food:

Abrus canescens (Fabaceae) [Pierre-Baltus, 1978; Ivory Coast].

Acacia ataxacantha (Fabaceae) [Pierre-Baltus, 1978; Ivory Coast].

Dalbergia hostilis (Fabaceae) [Pierre-Baltus, 1978; Ivory Coast].

Abrus pulabellus (Fabaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 128].

Allophylus species (Sapindaceae) [Larsen, 1999].

Note: Van Someren (1974) and Sevastopulo (1975) give Acalypha species (Euphorbiaceae) and Alchornea cordifolia (Euphorbiaceae) as larval hosts but, according to Kielland (1990: 128), these records probably refer to N. goochi.

blandina Stoll, 1780 in Stoll, [1780-2] (as sp. of Papilio).  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 4 [part]: 76 (29-252). Amsteldam & Utrecht.  Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leona”.
melinoe Godart, 1824 in Latreille and Godart, [1819], [1824] (as sp. of Nymphalis).   Encyclopédie Méthodique. Histoire Naturelle [Zoologie] 9 Entomologie: 432 (1-328 [1819], 329-828 [1824]). Paris.  Sierra Leone.
Neptis metanira Holland, 1892

Neptis metanira Holland, 1892.  Entomological News 3: 249 (248-250).

Type locality: Gabon: “Ogove Valley”.

Distribution: Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo?, Uganda?.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kakum (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Holland’s sailer.

Habitat: Forest in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Larsen (2005a) observed two males contesting a territory for 10 minutes in Kakum, Ghana.  The flight was very fast, something not so far seen in the genus, and more akin to the flight speed of a species of Pseudathyma.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis metella (Doubleday, 1848)

Limenitis metella Doubleday, 1848 in Doubleday and Westwood, [1846-52].  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: pl. 35 [1848], 272 [1850] (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, to Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Sudan, Kenya, Tanzania.

Common name: Yellow-base sailer.

Habitat: Forest, especially disturbed areas (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: The flight is slightly more powerful than in N. saclava or N. nemetes, with which it often flies in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens are found flying along forest paths and roads, as well as high up in the trees (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Acalypha neptunica pubescens (Euphorbiaceae) [Congdon and Collins, 1998: 44; Tanzania].
Neptis metella metella (Doubleday, 1848)

Limenitis metella Doubleday, 1848 in Doubleday and Westwood, [1846-52].  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: pl. 35 [1848], 272 [1850] (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, to Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west), Sudan (south), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest; Munene Forest (common in all) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
gratilla Mabille, 1880 (as sp. of Neptis).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 23: 106 (104-109). [West Africa]: “Madagascar”. [False locality.]  Synonymized with Neptis metella by Larsen, 2005a, syn. nov.
brunni Schultze, 1916 (as ab. of Neptis metella).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 81 (A.12.): 140 (136-142).  Cameroon: “Molundu (Südost-Kamerun)”.
vinalli Eltringham, 1929 in Eltringham, et al., 1929 (as f. of Neptis metella).   Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 77: 486 (475-504).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Baolongo, a village 40 miles W. of Bongandanga, Basankusu, Belgian Congo”.
Neptis metella flavimacula Jackson, 1951

Neptis metella flavimacula Jackson, 1951.  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 20: (95) 91-105.

Type locality: Uganda: “Mbale, Uganda”.

Distribution: Uganda (east - western slopes of Mt Elgon), Kenya (west).
Neptis mixophyes Holland, 1892

Neptis mixophyes Holland, 1892.  Entomological News 3: 249 (248-250).

Type locality: Gabon: “Ogove Valley”.

Diagnosis: Diagnostic characters discussed by Pierre-Baltus (2003).

Distribution: Sierra Leone (east), Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Cape Three Points (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Holland’s clubbed sailer.

Habitat: Wetter forest in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A very scarce species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Pierre-Baltus & Amiet, 1999.

Amiet, 2000. (larva and pupa).

Larval food:

Dalhousiea africana (Fababceae) [Pierre-Baltus & Amiet, 1999 (Gabon)].

Petersianthus (= Combretodendron) species (Lecythidaceae) [Amiet, 2000 (Cameroon)].
nicodice Grünberg, 1910 (as sp. of Neptis).  Sitzungsberichte der Gesellschaft Naturforschender Freunde zu Berlin 1910: 470 (469-480).  Equatorial Guinea: “Alcu, Span. Guinea”.
Neptis morosa Overlaet, 1955

Neptis morosa Overlaet, 1955.  Exploration du Parc National de l’Upemba 27: 97 (1-106).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kanonga”.

Diagnosis: Similar to N. jordani but forewing subapical band wider and not indented at the costa (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda, Burundi, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon, et al., 2001).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Bukoba Region (Kielland, 1990).

Common name: Savanna sailer.

Habitat: Moist areas and forest margins (Kielland, 1990).  In West Africa it is found in tall grass savanna, often together with N. kiriakoffi, and in clear-felled areas in the forest zone (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A common species (Larsen, 2005a).  Early in the morning males may be found imbibing dew from the stems of tall grasses (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis nebrodes Hewitson, 1874

Neptis nebrodes Hewitson, 1874.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 206 (205-206).

Type locality: Angola.

Distribution: Guinea? (De Fleury, 1926; as N. jamesoni), Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mayumbe).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Boabeng-Fiema (Larsen, 2005a); Kintampo Falls (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Broken-club sailer.

Habitat: Forest, mostly of good quality (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce species that usually flies high up (Larsen, 2005a).  Males mud-puddle, and according to R. St Leger, also come to banana-baited traps (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis nemetes Hewitson, 1868

Neptis nemetes Hewitson, 1868 in Hewitson, 1867-71.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 4: 45 ([118] pp.). London.

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Burkina-Faso, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Sudan, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Ethiopia.

Common name: Nemetes sailer.

Habitat: Lowland forest and riverine thicket (Kielland, 1990).  In West Africa it occurs mainly in disturbed forest (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania it flies at altitudes from 800 to 1 500 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The flight is weak and close to the ground (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Alchornea cordifolia Schaum. (Euphorbiaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 321].
Asteraceae [Congdon and Collins, 1998: 44; as Compositae].

Macaranga species (Euphorbiaceae) [Congdon and Collins, 1998: 44].

Alchornea species (Euphorbiaceae) [Amiet, 2000 (Cameroon)].

Neptis nemetes nemetes Hewitson, 1868

Neptis nemetes Hewitson, 1868 in Hewitson, 1867-71.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 4: 45 ([118] pp.). London.

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Burkina-Faso, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon (west) to Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Sudan (south), Kenya (west), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Neptis nemetes margueriteae Fox, 1968

Neptis nemetes margueriteae Fox, 1968.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental d’Afrique Noire (A) 30: 1249 (1236-1280).
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Neptis nemetes margueriteae.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 38mm.  Lisombo, Mwinilunga, Zambia.  01/V/2001.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Lolodorf, Kamerun”.

Distribution: Cameroon south), Gabon, Equatorial Guinea (Mbini), Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Angola, Sudan (south), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Wanzizi in Mpanda to the Ugandan border (Kielland, 1990); Minziro; Rumanyika Game Reserve (common) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).
Neptis nemetes obtusa Rothschild & Jordan, 1903

Neptis nemetes obtusa Rothschild & Jordan, 1903.  Novitates Zoologicae 10: 536 (491-542).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Scheko”.

Distribution: Ethiopia.
Neptis nicobule Holland, 1892

Neptis nicobule Holland, 1892.  Entomological News 3: 249 (248-250).

Type locality: Gabon: “Ogove Valley”.

Diagnosis: Differs from N. metella in the wider forewing cell bar and wider hindwing discal band.  Differs from N. nicoteles, on the forewing upperside, in having a small triangular white spot in area 4 and a more solid white streak in the cell (Congdon and Collins, 1998).  Diagnostic characters discussed by Pierre-Baltus (2003).

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Lualaba), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Bulembe in Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest; Munene Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Common name: Scarce clubbed sailer.

Habitat: Wet, good quality forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Much less common than N. nicoteles, but not especially rare (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Pierre-Baltus & Amiet, 1999.

Larval food:

Cnestis ferruginea (Connaraceae) [Larsen, 2005a (Ivory Coast)].

Tetrapleura species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a (Gabon)].

Swartzia species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a (Gabon)].
Neptis nicomedes Hewitson, 1874

Neptis nicomedes Hewitson, 1874.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 205 (205-206).

Type locality: Angola.

Distribution: Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west).

Common name: Petty sailer.

Habitat: Forest? (nothing published).

Habits: Much scarcer and less widespread than the closely related N. quintilla (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

puelloides Eltringham, 1922 (as f. of Neptis nicomedes).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1921: 578, 579 (532-588).  Nigeria: “Oni, Lagos”.
Neptis quintilla Mabille, 1890

Neptis quintilla Mabille, 1890.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 10: 21 (17-51).

Synonym of N. nicomedes Hewitson, 1874.  Ackery et al., 1995.

Neptis quintilla Mabille, 1890.  Larsen, 2005a: 374, stat. nov.

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Assinie”.

Distribution: Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Assinie (TL).

Common name: Angled petty sailer.

Habitat: Open areas in wet forest, but only where canopy cover remains (Larsen, 2005a).  It flies rather weakly, low down (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: May be common but tends to be very localized and somewhat seasonal (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Acacia species (Fabaceae) [Schultze, 1920 (Cameroon); a forest creeper also used by Charaxes pleione].
Neptis nicoteles Hewitson, 1874

Neptis nicoteles Hewitson, 1874.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 206 (205-206).
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Neptis nicoteles.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 37mm.  Lisombo, Mwinilunga dist., Zambia.  2/V/2001.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Angola.

Diagnosis: Similar to N. melicerta, from which it differs in the absence of the postcellular white spot in the forewing; no postdiscal spot in space 4; genitalia distinctive (Kielland, 1978).

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west), Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Ntakatta Forest; Mukuyu (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).

Common name: Clubbed sailer.

Habitat: Lowland forest, and most other types of forest, including secondary habitats (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania it is found at altitudes from 800 to 1 500 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Widespread but never numerous (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens rarely fly high up (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Amiet, 2000.  (pupa)

Larval food:

Milletia species (Fabaceae) [Amiet, 2000 (Cameroon)].
Neptis nina Staudinger, 1896

Neptis nina Staudinger, 1896.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 8: 369 (366-379).
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Neptis nina.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Mafinga, Zambia.  20 September, 1981.  A. Heath.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Usagara, Deutsch-Ost-Afrika”.

Diagnosis: Closest to N. puella (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (east), Kenya (south-east), Zambia (north-east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Usambaras; Kimboza; Uluguru; Nguu; Nguru; Mwanihana; Mufindi; Ukaguru; Pugu Hills; Ulanga District (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Makutu Mountains; Mafinga Mountains (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: Forest.  In Tanzania it occurs from near sea-level to 2 140 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The flight is weak and specimens circle aroud bushes anfd trees, sometimes high up (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis nysiades Hewitson, 1868

Neptis nysiades Hewitson, 1868 in Hewitson, 1867-71.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 4: 45 ([118] pp.). London.
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Neptis nysiades.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 45mm.  Isombu, Ikelenge, Zambia.  12.III.76.  A. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).  [NOT nysiades – see Larsen, 2005a: 373]

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Diagnosis: Similar to N. nina and N. puella but larger (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Angola, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Ntakatta; Luntampa; Lubalizi; Kemfu; Mihumu (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Zambezi Bridge, Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).

Common name: Variable sailer.

Habitat: Forest and riparian forest (Kielland, 1990).  In Tanzania it flies at altitudes from 800 to 1 500 m (Kielland, 1990).  In West Africa in semi-deciduous forest and secondary growth in wetter forests (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A relatively uncommon species

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Paullinia pinnata (Sapindaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 128].
Neptis occidentalis Rothschild, 1918

Neptis incongrus occidentalis Rothschild, 1918.  Novitates Zoologicae 25: 342 (338-345).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Forest 90 km. west of Lake Albert Edward”.

Diagnosis: Similar to N. aurivillii and N. incongrua but upperside paler; cilia plain brown; underside of wings golden; genitalia distinctive (Kielland, 1978).

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mweze Highland; Mahale Mountains (Kielland, 1990).

Common name: Mountain sailer.

Habitat: Montane and riparian forest (Kielland, 1990).  In Tanzania the nominate subspecies flies at altitudes between 1 600 and 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis occidentalis occidentalis Rothschild, 1918

Neptis incongrus occidentalis Rothschild, 1918.  Novitates Zoologicae 25: 342 (338-345).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Forest 90 km. west of Lake Albert Edward”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri, Kivu), Sudan (south), Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania (west).
Neptis occidentalis batesii Hall, 1930

Neptis incongrus batesii Hall, 1930.  Entomologist 63: 158 (156-160).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Nigeria, Kumbo”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Kumbo (TL).

Cameroon – Rumpi Hills (T. Helps teste Larsen, 2005a).
Neptis ochracea Neave, 1904

Neptis ochracea Neave, 1904.  Novitates Zoologicae 11: 330 (323-363).

Type locality: Uganda: “Entebbe”.

Diagnosis: Similar to N. woodwardi but cilia plain brown (chequered with white in woodwardi) (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Tanzania.

Common name: Yellow mountain sailer.

Habitat: Montane forest.  In Tanzania ssp. reductata flies at altitudes from 1 500 to 2 000m; ssp. uluguru from 850 to 2 300 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: A decidedly scarce butterfly, at least in Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).  Males fly high among the trees, with a slow and floating motion, while patrolling their territories (Congdon and Collins, 1998).  Male perches are three to four metres above the ground (Larsen, 2005a).  Females have been seen ovipositing on brambles (Rubus sp.) and preferred older, mature leaves on drooping stems, free of other vegetation (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Rubus species (Rosaceae) (brambles; exotic) [Congdon and Collins, 1998: 45; Tanzania].
Neptis ochracea ochracea Neave, 1904

Neptis ochracea Neave, 1904.  Novitates Zoologicae 11: 330 (323-363).

Type locality: Uganda: “Entebbe”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri), Uganda (west and central), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
Neptis ochracea lualabae Berger, 1981

Neptis ochracea lualabae Berger, 1981.  Les Papillons du Zaire 172 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kafakumba”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba).
Neptis ochracea mildbraedi Gaede, 1915

Neptis mildbraedi Gaede, 1915.  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 9: 38 (38-40, 71-74).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Dengdeng, N. Kamerun”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a); Mambilla Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Deng Deng (TL); Rumpi Hills (T. Helps teste Larsen, 2005a).
Neptis ochracea ochreata Gaede, 1915

Neptis ochreata Gaede, 1915.  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 9: 38 (38-40, 71-74).

Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu), Uganda (west).
parvimacula Rothschild, 1918 (as ssp. of Neptis ochracea).  Novitates Zoologicae 25: 341 (338-345).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kwidgwi Island, Lake Kivu”.
Neptis ochracea reductata Larsen, 1995

Neptis ochracea reductata Larsen, 1995 in Ackery et al., 1995: 368.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mpanda, Mt. Sitebi, 2000 m”.

Diagnosis: Differs from the nominate subspecies in that the male has no streak, or only a faint indication of one, in space 1 of the forewing; in females the spots are reduced (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mahale Mountains; Mweze Highland; Ntakatta; Sitebi Mountain; Kampisa (Kielland, 1990).
reducta Kielland, 1978 (as ssp. of Neptis ochracea).  Tijdschrift voor Entomologie 121: 182 (147-237).  Tanzania: “Mpanda, Mt. Sitebi, 2000 m”.  [Invalid; junior primary homonym of Neptis mahendra reducta Fruhstorfer, 1908 [Nymphalidae] [extralimital].]
Neptis ochracea uluguru Kielland, 1985

Neptis ochracea uluguru Kielland, 1985.  Lambillionea 87: 69 (62-76).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Uluguru, Bondwa Mt. (2140 m)”.

Diagnosis: Differs from ssp. reductata in that the forewing subapical spots are reduced; the hind wing median band is wider and with a less well defined outer margin (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Bondwa Mountain in the Ulugurus (TL); Ukaguru Mountains; Uzungwa Range (Kielland, 1990).

usungwa Kielland, 1985 (as ssp. of Neptis ochracea).  Lambillionea 87: 70 (62-76).  Tanzania: “Tansania [sic], Iringa, Usungwa Mt. Range, Nyumbenitu Mt. (1800 m)”.  Synonymized with uluguru by Kielland, 1990.
Neptis paula Staudinger, 1896

Neptis paula Staudinger, 1896.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 8: 368 (366-379).

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (west).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Loma Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Liberia – Ganta (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Tai (Larsen, 2005a); Abidjan area (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Takoradi (Larsen, 2005a); Kibi (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Agege (Larsen, 2005a); Gambari (Larsen, 2005a); Okomu (Larsen, 2005a); Mamu (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Paula’s sailer.

Habitat: Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a scarce species, which probably spends most of the time in the forest canopy (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis penningtoni van Son, 1977

Neptis penningtoni van Son, 1977.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 30: 157 (157-160).
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Neptis penningtoni.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 45mm.  Dondo, P.E.A.  7.8.57.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3625).

Type locality: Mozambique: “Mozambique, Amatongas”.

Diagnosis: Cannot be separated from N. laeta except by examination of the genitalia.  Also similar to N. serena (Kielland, 1990).  Also easily confused with N. kiriakoffi but in kiriakoffi the white bands are more deeply indented by the black veins; in the forewing this almost breaks the band in two (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Kenya (south-east), Tanzania (west), Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Teita Hills.

Tanzania – Mpanda and Kigoma (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Mufulira; Mpongwe; Lusaka; mid Luangwa Valley (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Dondo; Amatongas; Maronga Forest (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Runde River; Bazeley Bridge; Nyanga; Mutare; Bomponi; Harare; Bindura (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Limpopo Province – Eastern Soutpansberg (Pringle, 2000).

Common name: Pennington’s sailer.

Habitat: Brachstegia woodland, especially on wooded hills (Kielland, 1990).  In Tanzania it occurs at altitudes from 900 to 1 700 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Nothing published.

Flight period: April; July to December (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Paré in Pringle et al., 1994: 110.

According to Paré larvae tend to feed on freshly emerged shoots of the food plant.

Larval food:

Julbernardia globiflora (Benth.) Troupin (Fabaceae) [Paré, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 110; Bindura (Zimbabwe)].
Neptis poultoni Eltringham, 1921

Neptis poultoni Eltringham, 1921.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 57: 26 (26-30).

Type locality: Uganda: “Chigwe, Mabira Forest, nr. Kampala”.

Distribution: Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo (Lomami, Lualaba).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Clerodendron sp. (Verbenaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 321].

Paullinia sp. nr pinnata L. (Sapindaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 321].
Neptis puella Aurivillius, 1894

Neptis puella Aurivillius, 1894.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 15: 285 (273-314).
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Neptis puella.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Chiloma, Mwinilunga, Zambia.  24/iii/1977.  Fisher.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Cameroon: “N’Dian”.

Diagnosis: Similar to N. nina but larger and with a more extensive white patch in space 1 on the forewing upperside (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west), Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Loma Mountains (Ackery et al., 1995).

Nigeria – Kagoro Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Mount Sitebi; Ntakatta Forest; Mugondozi River; Lubalizi River (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – A single specimen taken 80 km south of Mwinilunga (figured above) (Heath, et al., 2002).

Common name: Little sailer.

Habitat: Cryptosepalum woodland (Heath, et al., 2002).  In Tanzania it is said to occur in evergreen forest at altitudes from 900 to 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: A scarce species in West Africa, but a little commoner in eastern Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
lucayensis Schultze, 1916 (as sp. of Neptis).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 81 (A.12.): 140 (136-142).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kimuenza (Belgisch-Congo)”.
Neptis rogersi Eltringham, 1921

Neptis rogersi Eltringham, 1921.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 57: 29 (26-30).

Type locality: Kenya: “Rabai”.

Distribution: Kenya (coast), Tanzania (coast).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kiono Forest Reserve near Sadani (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Coastal forest.  In Tanzania it occurs at an altitude of about 200 m (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Paullinia pinnata L. (Sapindaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 321].

Alchornea cordifolia (Euphorbiaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 129].
Neptis rothschildi Eltringham, 1921

Neptis rothschildi Eltringham, 1921.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 57: 28 (26-30).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kigour Forest, Manyema, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kisangani region).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis saclava Boisduval, 1833

Neptis saclava Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 197 (149-270).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Tamatave”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, to Ethiopia, to Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Swaziland, Madagascar.

Common name: Spotted sailer; small spotted sailer.

Habitat: Woodland (Heath, et al., 2002) and forest (Pringle, et al., 1994).  In Tanzania ssp. marpessa occurs from sea-level to 2 2 00 m (Kielland, 1990).  In Madagascar the nominate subspecies occurs in forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Habits: Indiciduals are usually encountered in well-wooded glades, flying among the trees.  Males defend territories from perches on the leaves of trees.  The flight is floating, with occasional beats of the wings.  They are attracted to fermenting fruit and to sap exuding from tree trunks (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year.

Early stages:

Clark, in Van Son, 1979: 89 (Plate 55) [as Neptis saclava marpessa].


“The eggs are laid singly either on the extreme tip of a leaf, or hidden in a young cluster of leaves.  It is 0,8 mm in diameter and height, pale green with rows of hexagonal indentations, the intersections bearing a short whitish spine.  The larva hatches after five to six days.  It eats its way out near the top and devours the shell, either partially, or entirely, and is 1,8 mm long at hatching.  It feeds at the edge of the leaf and deposits excreta on its back as camouflage.  At first it eats little slots in the leaf edge fitting its own size.  It rests with the first five segments arched up, and the head down; it grows to 4 mm in five to eight days.  In the second instar some larvae have a broad yellow dorsal line extending to the moles, others are plain pale grey.  When disturbed, the larvae raise their anterior segments and tuck their head under.  They feed at the edge of the leaf.  The instar lasts five to six days and the larvae grow to 6 mm.  The third instar lasts five to seven days and the larvae attain a length of 8,5 mm.  In the fourth instar the larvae crawl with a noticeable backward and forward swing.  The instar lasts some six days and the larvae grow to 13,5 mm.  The colour varies slightly in all instars.  The colour patch on segment 11 in the final instar is very prominent, and may be white, yellow or pale green.  In the resting position with the forward segments raised and the head down the larva resembles a spider when viewed from in front.  Sometimes the larva rests doubled up.  The final instar lasts some 10 days and the larvae grow to 21 mm.  The pupa is suspended by cremastral hooks from a twig or leaf.  It is 13,5 mm long.  Emergence takes place after 14-15 days.”

Larval food:

Acalypha glabrata Thunb. (Euphorbiaceae) [Platt, 1921: 102; (ssp. marpessa)].

Combretum bracteosum Hochst.  (Combretaceae) [Platt, 1921: 102; (ssp. marpessa)].

Ricinus communis L.  (Euphorbiaceae) (exotic) [Dickson, 1965: 12; (ssp. marpessa)].

Quisqualis sp. (Combretaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 321].

Australina acuminata Welw. (Urticaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 321].

Acalypha paniculata (Euphorbiaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 321].

Quisqualis indica Blanco  (Combretaceae) [Clark, in Van Son, 1979: 89; (ssp. marpessa)].

Pilea species (Urticaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 129].

Didymodoxa caffra (Urticaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 62].

Baphiopsis parviflora (Fabaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 62].
Neptis saclava saclava Boisduval, 1833

Neptis saclava Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 197 (149-270).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Tamatave [Toamasina]”.

Distribution: Madagascar.
Neptis saclava marpessa Hopffer, 1855

Neptis marpessa Hopffer, 1855.  Berichte über die zur Bekanntmachung geeigneten Verhandlungen der Königl. Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin 1855: 640 (639-643).
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Neptis saclava marpessa.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 40mm.  Rustenburg Natuurresevaat.  5-8.IV.1976.  Potgieter & Scoble.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3615).

Type locality: Mozambique: “Mossambique”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south), Cameroon, to Ethiopia, to Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Olokemeji Forest near Ibadan (Larsen, 2005a); Kagoro Forest near Kafanchan (Larsen, 2005a); Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a); Gashaka-Gumpti (Larsen, 2005a); Old Ekuri in the Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Rumpi Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Throughout (Kielland, 1990).

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Woodbush (Swanepoel, 1953); Duiwelskloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetsi (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Entabeni Forest (Swanepoel, 1953); Louis Trichardt (Swanepoel, 1953); Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Nelspruit (Swanepoel, 1953); Graskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Marieps Kop (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Magaliesberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Marico (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Krugersdorp (Pringle, et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Margate (Swanepoel, 1953); Port Shepstone (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Suurberg (Pringle, et al., 1994).
pasteuri Snellen, 1882 (as ssp. of Neptis nemetes).  Tijdschrift voor Entomologie 25: 221 (215-234).  Congo?: “Quanza-rivier”.
sheppardi Stevenson, 1940 (as ab. of Neptis saclava marpessa).  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 3: 94 (88-108).  Zimbabwe: “Meikles Jungle near Umtali”.
Neptis seeldrayersi Aurivillius, 1895

Neptis seeldrayersi Aurivillius, 1895.  Entomologisches Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 379 (379-382).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Banana. Congo inferior”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast? (Vuattoux & Blandin, 1979), Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Atewa Range (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a); Kyabobo National Park (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Benin City (Larsen, 2005a); Cross River loop (R. St Leger teste Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Seeldrayer’s sailer.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A very rare butterfly in West Africa, which appears to be commoner in equatorial Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  The species seems to spend most of the time in the forest canopy. (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
barnsi Eltringham, 1921 (as sp. of Neptis).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 57: 27 (26-30).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Belgian Congo, between Ituri and Epulu Rivers”.
Neptis serena Overlaet, 1955

Neptis serena Overlaet, 1955.  Exploration du Parc National de l’Upemba 27: 89 (1-106).
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Neptis serena serena.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 44mm.  Victoria Falls, S. Rhodesia.  22.1.47.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3623).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kaziba”.

Diagnosis: Characterized by the relatively broad white bands on the upperside of both wings (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Closest to N. kiriakoffi (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Zambia, Botswana (north), Zimbabwe, Mozambique, South Africa.  Also in Yemen.


Misattributed to the Madagascar fauna by Steele (1997) (Lees et al., 2003).

Common name: Serene sailer; river sailer.

Habitat: Prefers open, grassy banks of streams and rivers (Van Son, 1979).  Forest but also in heavy woodland, coastal bush and savanna (Kielland, 1990).  In Tanzania it occurs from sea-level to over 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Males occasionally mud-puddle (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: January and April to October are the months recorded for it (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Cycina sp. (Euphorbiaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 321].
Neptis serena serena Overlaet, 1955

Neptis serena Overlaet, 1955.  Exploration du Parc National de l’Upemba 27: 89 (1-106).
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Neptis serena serena.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 44mm.  Victoria Falls, S. Rhodesia.  22.1.47.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3623).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kaziba”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Zambia, Botswana (north), Zimbabwe, Mozambique, South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Dakar (Larsen, 2005a); Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – in most parts of the country (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Kabompo River; mid Lunga River; Sesheke; Katambora; Victoria Falls; Mufulira; Kapiri Mposhi; Lasaka; Lumangwe Falls (Heath, et al., 2002).
Mozambique – Gogói; Xiluvo; Dondo; Savane; Maronga Forest (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Victoria Falls; Mana Pools; Holdenby Reserve on the lower Pungwe River; Katimbora; Vumba; Runde River (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Botswana – Kabulabula; Kasane (Pringle, et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Sodwana Bay (Greyling; single record).

lativittata Strand, 1909 (as ab. of Neptis agatha).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 75 (1.3.): 305 (303-311).  Guinea: “Boola”.  This is NOT an available name (see Larsen, 2005a: 368).
latvitta Strand; d’Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region 250 (593 pp.). Melbourne.  [Lapsus for lativittata Strand]
Neptis serena annah Larsen, 1982

Neptis serena annah Larsen, 1982.  Biologiske Skrifter 23 (3): 31 (76 pp.).

Type locality: Yemen: “Udayin, 1400 m, Wadi Annah”.

Distribution: Yemen.
Neptis sextilla Mabille, 1882

Neptis sextilla Mabille, 1882.  Naturaliste 4: 99 (99-100).

Type locality: [West Africa?]: “Madagascar”. [False locality?].  Type possibly lost (not found in the NHM, London or MNHN) (Lees et al., 2003).  The description suggests that although it may well have been recorded from Madagascar, it is either an aberration or a hybrid between N. kikideli and N. saclava (Lees et al., 2003).  Larsen (2005a: 366) states that sextilla is a re-description of one of the agatha species-group taxa from the African mainland.

Distribution: Of doubtful provenance (Ackery, et al., 1995: 369).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis strigata Aurivillius, 1894

Neptis biafra var. strigata Aurivillius, 1894.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 15: 284 (273-314).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Kitta”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya, Tanzania.

Common name: Strigate sailer.

Habitat: Dense forest.  In Tanzania it is found at altitudes from 800 to 1 500 m (Kielland, 1990).  Specimens have been seen in cocoa plantations near Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce butterfly in West Africa, becoming commoner in Cameroon (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is strong but usually only a few metres above the ground (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Clerodendrum capitatum Schaum. (Verbenaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 321].
Neptis strigata strigata Aurivillius, 1894

Neptis biafra var. strigata Aurivillius, 1894.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 15: 284 (273-314).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Kitta”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Banco (Larsen, 2005a); Bossematie (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Bia (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Agege (Larsen, 2005a); Okomu (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Kitta (TL); Korup (Lees, 1989).
Neptis strigata kakamega Collins & Larsen, 1996

Neptis strigata kakamega Collins & Larsen, 1996.  In: Larsen, 1996.  The butterflies of Kenya and their natural history.  Second edition.  Oxford University Press, Oxford: 496 (i-xxii, 1-500).

Type locality: Kenya.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu), Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).
Neptis swynnertoni Trimen, 1912

Neptis swynnertoni Trimen, 1912.  Proceedings of the Entomological Society of London 1912: 28 (28-31).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Chirinda”.

Diagnosis: Distinguished by the reddish brown underside (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Malawi (south), Mozambique (west central); Zimbabwe (east).

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Mutare; Mount Selinda (Pringle, et al., 1994); Vumba; Chimanimani (Mullin).

Common name: Swynnerton’s sailer.

Habitat: Montane forest.

Habits: Flies slowly, with an occasional beat of the wings, along the edge of bush or in glades.  Settles frequently, a few metres up, on the leaves of trees.  Females are rarely seen (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: September to May (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Macaranga mellifera Prain. (Euphorbiaceae) [Bampton, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 109].
neavei Rothschild, 1918 (as sp. of Neptis).  Novitates Zoologicae 25: 342 (338-345).  Malawi: “Mlanje, Nyassaland”.
Neptis trigonophora Butler, 1878

Neptis trigonophora Butler, 1878.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 2: 177 (177-179).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Masasi, East Africa”.

Diagnosis: Characterized by a small triangular white mark in the discal band of the forewing upperside (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Senegal, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa.

Common name: Barred sailer; regular club-dot sailer.

Habitat: Forest.  In Tanzania the nominate subspecies occurs at altitudes from sea-level to 1 200 m and ssp. melicertula from 800 to 1 500 m (Kielland, 1990).  Found in a variety of forest types in West Africa, extending into Guinea savanna along riverine forest corridors  (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: In West Africa this is not a very common butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Individuals fly high up with the typical flicking flight of the genus.  They often settle on the leaves of trees.  Males are territorial.  Sometimes they fly low down on the edge of the forest, occasionally feeding from flowers (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Males are also known to mud puddle (Kielland, 1990).

Flight period: August to May; scarce fron November to February.  Specimens in the the Eastern Cape populations are commonest in March and April (Pringle, et al., 1994). 

Early stages:

Pierre-Baltus, 1978 [larva].

Larval food:

Paullinia pinnata L. (Sapindaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 321; East Africa; (ssp. trigonophora)].

Blighia unijugata (Sapindaceae) [Congdon and Collins, 1998: 45].

Grewia carpinifolia (Tiliaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Baphia pubescens (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Millettia species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Pterocarpus santalinoides (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Ventilago species (Rhamnaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Sterculia tragacantha (Sterculiaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].
Neptis trigonophora trigonophora Butler, 1878

Neptis trigonophora Butler, 1878.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 2: 177 (177-179).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Masasi, East Africa”.

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania (east), Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east), South Africa (Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Coastal forests; East Usambara; Ulugurus; Turiani; Uzungwa Rift; Masagati south of Ifakara (Kielland, 1990).

Mozambique – Savane; Dondo; Xiluvo, Amatongas; Buzi River; Maronga Forest (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Vumba Mountains; Mount Selinda (Pringle, et al., 1994); Bikita (Carcasson).

Eastern Cape Province – Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953); Embotyi Forest (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Neptis trigonophora melicertula Strand, 1912

Neptis melicerta var. melicertula Strand, 1912.  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 77 (1.4. Supplementhefte): 116 (107-123).
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Neptis trigonophora melicertula.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 44mm.  Mufulira, Zambia.  5/6/71.  Alan Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
Type locality: Cameroon: “Nlohe”.

Diagnosis: Discal white spots on forewing narrower and more widely spaced than in the nominate subspecies; white marking in cell of forewing more or less well developed (obsolete in nominate subspecies) (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Senegal, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west), Zambia (north).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Mpanda and Kigoma Districts (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mufulira; Luapula Valley; Lumangwe Falls; Kapweshi Forest Reserve (Heath, et al., 2002).
intermedia Schultze, 1920 (as sp. of Neptis).  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika-Expedition 1 (14): 791 (639-829).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Belg. Kongo: Kimuenza”.
vansomereni Eltringham, 1929 in Eltringham, et al., 1929 (as f. of Neptis trigonophora).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 77: 487 (475-504).   Uganda: “Jinja”.
vansomereni d’Abrera, 1980 (as ssp. of Neptis trigonophora).  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region 252 (593 pp.). Melbourne. [Uganda: “Jinja”.]
Neptis troundi Pierre-Baltus, 1978

Neptis troundi Pierre-Baltus, 1978.  Lambillionea 78: 36 (33-44).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “à la Station d’Ecologie Equatoriale de Lamto (Côte d’Ivoire)”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Lamto (TL).

Common name: Constricted club-dot sailer.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A fairly common species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Pierre-Baltus, 1978 [larva].

Larval food:

Millettia zechiana (Fabaceae) [Pierre-Baltus, 1978 (Ivory Coast)].

Paullinia pinnata (Sapindaceae) [Pierre-Baltus, 1978 (Ivory Coast)].

Grewia carpinifolia (Tiliaceae) [Pierre-Baltus, 1978 (Ivory Coast)].

Millettia species (Fabaceae) [Amiet, 2000 (Cameroon)].

Allophylus species (Sapindaceae) [Amiet, 2000 (Cameroon)].
Neptis vindo Pierre-Baltus, 1978

Neptis vindo Pierre-Baltus, 1978.  Lambillionea 78: 42 (33-44).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “à la Station d’Ecologie Equatoriale de Lamto (Côte d’Ivoire)”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast.  Only known, with certainty, from the type locality (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localites:

Ivory Coast – Lamto (TL).

Common name: Claude’s club-dot sailer.

Habitat: 

Early stages:

Pierre-Baltus, 1978 [larva].

Larval food:

Lasiodiscus species (Rhamnaceae) [Pierre-Baltus, 1978].

Neptis vingerhoedti Pierre-Baltus, 2003

Neptis vingerhoedti Pierre-Baltus, 2003.  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 108 (5): 440 (440).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Neptis woodwardi Sharpe, 1899

Neptis woodwardi Sharpe, 1899.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 3: 243 (243-244).

Type locality: Uganda: “Nandi, Uganda Protectorate”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neptis woodwardi woodwardi Sharpe, 1899

Neptis woodwardi Sharpe, 1899.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 3: 243 (243-244).

Type locality: Uganda: “Nandi, Uganda Protectorate”.

Distribution: Kenya (west of the Rift Valley), Uganda (east).
Neptis woodwardi translima Collins & Larsen, 1991

Neptis woodwardi translima d'Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region 255 (593 pp.).  Melbourne.  Ackery et al., 1995.  Not a valid description (T.B. Larsen, pers. comm., 2005).

Neptis woodwardi translima Collins & Larsen 1991.  In Larsen, 1991.  In: The butterflies of Kenya and their natural history 332, 444 (490 pp.). Oxford.
Type locality: Kenya: “Katamayu, Aberdare Mountains”.

Distribution: Kenya (central highlands).
