Subtribe uncertain

Genus Neocoenyra Butler, 1886
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1885: 758 (756-776).
Type-species: Neocoenyra duplex Butler, by monotypy.

An Afrotropical genus containing 15 species.

Neocoenyra bioculata Carcasson, 1964

Neocoenyra bioculata Carcasson, 1964.  Journal of the East Africa Natural History Society & Coryndon Museum 24 (4): 68 (67-72).

Type locality: Malawi: “Tsenga Mountains, Mwanza, southern Nyasaland”.

Distribution: Malawi.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Neocoenyra bioculata bioculata Carcasson, 1964

Neocoenyra bioculata Carcasson, 1964.  Journal of the East Africa Natural History Society & Coryndon Museum 24 (4): 68 (67-72).

Type locality: Malawi: “Tsenga Mountains, Mwanza, southern Nyasaland”.

Distribution: Malawi.  Known only from the type locality.
Neocoenyra bioculata murphyi Collins, 1997

Neocoenyra bioculata murphyi Collins, 1997.  In: d’Abrera, 1997.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region. Part 1: 246.

Type locality: Malawi: Dzelanyama, Kasitu Rock.

Distribution: Malawi.
Neocoenyra cooksoni Druce, 1907

Neocoenyra cooksoni Druce, 1907.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1907: 77 (77-82).
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Neocoenyra cooksoni.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 39mm.  Ndola, Zambia.  18.3.73.  I. Bampton.  (Henning collection - H192).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Katanga District, S.E. Congo Free State”.

Diagnosis: Distinguished from other species in the genus by the white ring around the forewing ocellus, as opposed to yellow or orange in the other species (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south - Lomami, Shaba), Zambia (north), Angola, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Ngara District (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Solwezi; Kitwe; Mufulira; Ndola; Mumbwa (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: Brachystegia woodland (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neocoenyra duplex Butler, 1886

Neocoenyra duplex Butler, 1886.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1885: 758 (756-776).

Type locality: Somalia: “Somaliland”.

Diagnosis: Smaller than N. heckmanni; close to N. pinheyi and N. masaica but has a large triangular orange patch in the subapical area of the forewing (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Ethiopia (south), Somalia, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Tanzania (north).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Voi; Ukambani country; Ngong Hills; Meru Natinal Park (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Northern parts; Mbeya (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Grassy savanna.  In Tanzania it is found in arid thorn-bush country at altitudes from 1 400 to 1 900 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Flutters around in long grass.  Colonies appear to be local and contain few individuals (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Unidentified grasses (Poaceae) [Larsen, 1991].
Neocoenyra fuligo Kielland, 1990

Neocoenyra fuligo Kielland, 1990.  Lambillionea 9 (90 (1): 30-36; (2): 8-22; (3): 9-22).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mpwapwa District, Rubeho Mts., Mangalisa Mt., 2,100 m”.

Diagnosis: Close to N. gregorii, from which it differs in that the upperside of both wings is sooty brown in the basal half, fading to a paler tone towards the wing margins (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (central).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mangalisa Mountain in Mpwapwa District (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Montane grassland at 2 000 to 2 100 m (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neocoenyra fulleborni Thurau, 1903

Neocoenyra fulleborni Thurau, 1903.  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 48: 128 (117-143).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Langenburg”.

Diagnosis: Closest to N. jordani and is charcterized by a white forewing band behind the subapical ocellus (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (south).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Livingstone Mountains; near Njombe; Ubena; Upangwa; Mufindi; Kitesa Forest west of Songea (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Submontane and montane grassland and shrubland, at altitudes from 1 100 to 1500 m (scarcer from 1 500 to 1 800 m) (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neocoenyra gregorii Butler, 1894

Neocoenyra gregorii Butler, 1894.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1894: 560 (557-593).

Type locality: Kenya: “Karianduri, ascent of Kilima Maza, Elemeteila Basin, Niawashi to Baringo Valley, Kariardur, wooded ravines and cliffs to the east and salt marshes to the west; Alnagaria; Thegu and steppes north of Thegu; Ndora steppes at base of Kenya; Rangatan, Ndari”.

Diagnosis: Similar to N. kivuensis but the ground-colour is more reddish brown (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Somalia, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Malawi (Larsen, 1991).

Larsen (1991) records it from Zambia but this is not substantiated by Heath, et al. (2002).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Northern Highlands; Singida area; Iringa?; Mpanda District?; Kigoma District? (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Montane grassland and forest-grassland mosaic, at altitudes up to 3 000 m. In Tanzania it also occurs in open thorn-bush country and Brachystegia woodland at altitudes ranging from 1 200 to 2 200 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Flies about slowly in grassy terrain, settling on grass stems or on the ground (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (1991: 279) says that the populations of this species on Mount Kulal, in Kenya, may represent a distinct subspecies.
chanleri Holland, 1896 (as sp. of Ypthima).  Proceedings of the United States National Museum 18: 260 (259-264).  Somalia: “Tana River”.
Neocoenyra heckmanni Thurau, 1903

Neocoenyra heckmanni Thurau, 1903.  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 48: 126 (117-143).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Langenburg”.

Diagnosis: Differs from N. gregorii in that the forewing subapical ocelli do not have an outer brown ring, but usually possess an orange aureole.  Differs from N. parallelopupillata in possessing an aureole and a distinctly marked brown line around the ocellar area (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania.

Habitat: Nominate subspecies in montane grassland, forest margins and forest glades, at altitudes from 2 000 to 2 900 m; ssp. uzungwae in submontane to montane grassland, grassy river banks and forest margins, from 1 300 to 2 300 m; ssp. mangalisa in montane forest-grassland mosaic and on forest paths, from 2 000 to 2 300 m; ssp. kennethi in clearings and along paths in forest, from 1 500 to 2 000 m; ssp. mbinga in grassland on the margins of forest and along forest roads, at altitudes from 1 650 to 1 900 m (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neocoenyra heckmanni heckmanni Thurau, 1903

Neocoenyra heckmanni Thurau, 1903.  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 48: 126 (117-143).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Langenburg”.

Diagnosis: Orange area around forewing ocelli absent or rudimentary (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (south).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Tukuyu District to Kipengere Range; Njombe; Livingstone Mountains (Kielland, 1990).
wentzelae Thurau, 1903 (as ab. of Neocoenyra heckmanni).  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 48: 128 (117-143).  Tanzania: “Langenburg”.
mittoni Pinhey, 1956 (as sp. of Neocoenyra).  Occasional Papers of the National Museums of Southern Rhodesia 3: 78 (78-82).  Tanzania: “a few miles north of Mbeya in Southern Tanganyika”.  [Treated as a good species by Kielland (1990: 90)].
Neocoenyra heckmanni kennethi Kielland, 1990

Neocoenyra heckmanni kennethi Kielland, 1990.  Lambillionea 14 (90 (1): 30-36; (2): 8-22; (3): 9-22).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Kilosa, Ukaguru Mts., Mandege, 1,600 m”.

Diagnosis: Intermediate between ssp. uzungwae and ssp. mangalisa; large, but less distinct, reddish aureole (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Ukaguru Mountains of Kilosa District (Kielland, 1990).
Neocoenyra heckmanni mangalisa Kielland, 1990

Neocoenyra heckmanni mangalisa Kielland, 1990.  Lambillionea 11 (90 (1): 30-36; (2): 8-22; (3): 9-22).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mpwapwa District, Rubeho Mts., Mangalisa Mt., 2,200 m”.

Diagnosis: Larger than other subspecies; forewing aureole much larger than in nominate ssp. and ssp. uzungwae, usually extended to inner margin; basal half of forewing with round reddish area (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (central).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mangalisa Mountain in the Rubeho Range (Mpwapwa District) (Kielland, 1990).
Neocoenyra heckmanni mbinga Kielland, 1990

Neocoenyra heckmanni mbinga Kielland, 1990.  Lambillionea 15 (90 (1): 30-36; (2): 8-22; (3): 9-22).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Songea, Mbinga District, Kitesa Forest, 1,800 m”.

Diagnosis: Forewing ocellar area larger than in ssp. uzungwae and more distinctly bounded than in ssp. mangalisa and ssp. kennethi (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (south).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kitesa Forest, 100 km south-west of Songea (Kielland, 1990).
songeana Kielland, 1990 (as ssp. of Neocoenyra heckmanni).  Butterflies of Tanzania 89 (363 pp.). Melbourne.  [Lapsus for mbinga Kielland.]
Neocoenyra heckmanni uzungwae Kielland, 1990

Neocoenyra heckmanni uzungwae Kielland, 1990.  Lambillionea 9 (90 (1): 30-36; (2): 8-22; (3): 9-22).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Iringa, Nyumbenitu Mt. 2,000 m”.

Diagnosis: Upperside of forewing with a subtriangular brick-red ocellar area (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (south-central - from Mt Nyumbenitu to Mt Luhomberu, east of Iringa).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – From Mount Nyumbenitu to Mount Luhomberu, about 70 km east of Iringa (Kielland, 1990).
Neocoenyra jordani Rebel, 1906

Neocoenyra jordani Rebel, 1906.  Verhandlungen der Zoologisch-Botanischen Gesellschaft in Wien 56: 647 (642-652).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Fr. Sikora, Kustengebiete von Sansibar”.

Diagnosis: Similar to N. fulleborni but has an orange forewing band and an orange patch in the centre of the hindwing (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania.

Habitat: The nominate subspecies occurs in submontane and montane forest, from 1 100 to 1 700 m; ssp. septentrionalis is found at altitudes from 900 to 1 600 m.  They frequent forest glades, paths and margins (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The flight is very weak and low down, among grass and other vegetation (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neocoenyra jordani jordani Rebel, 1906

Neocoenyra jordani Rebel, 1906.  Verhandlungen der Zoologisch-Botanischen Gesellschaft in Wien 56: 647 (642-652).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Fr. Sikora, Kustengebiete von Sansibar”.

Distribution: Tanzania (east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Nguru Mountains, Morogoro District (Kielland, 1990).
Neocoenyra jordani septentrionalis Kielland, 1990

Neocoenyra jordani septentrionalis Kielland, 1990.  Lambillionea 13 (90 (1): 30-36; (2): 8-22; (3): 9-22).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Handeni District, North Nguu Mts., 1,200 m”.

Diagnosis: Differs from the nominate subspecies in that the forewing orange band is wider (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Nguu Mountains, Handeni District (Kielland, 1990).
Neocoenyra kivuensis Seydel, 1929

Neocoenyra kivuensis Seydel, 1929.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaines 18: 66 (66-69).
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Neocoenyra kivuensis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Near Mafinga, Tanzania.  03/iv/1995.  AJ & MW Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Neocoenyra kivuensis.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Near Mafinga, Tanzania.  03/iv/1995.  AJ & MW Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Tshibinda”.

Diagnosis: Similar to N. gregorii but the ground colour is paler (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Burundi, Tanzania (west), Zambia (Central Province, north and north-eastwards), Malawi.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Ngara District; Mbeya; Tukuyu; ?Iringa (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Mumbwa; Mufulira; Lusaka; Chisamba; Shiwa Ngandu; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: Brachystegia woodland, montane grassland on forest margins, at altitudes from 1 000 to 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).  Often in marshy places (Heath, et al., 2002).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neocoenyra masaica Carcasson, 1958

Neocoenyra masaica Carcasson, 1958.  Occasional Papers. Coryndon Memorial Museum, Nairobi 5: 3 (3-9).

Type locality: Kenya: “Kitoto, Mara River, South-west Kenya Colony”.

Diagnosis: Similar to N. duplex and N. pinheyi but ocelli larger and rings paler (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Kenya (south), Tanzania (north).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kitoto; Mara River; near Cotter’s Camp in the Masai Mara (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Masai Plain; Serengeti (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Open thorn-bush woodland at altitudes of about 1 600 m (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neocoenyra paralellopupillata (Karsch, 1897)

Pseudonympha paralellopupillata Karsch, 1897.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 23: 370 (366-372).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Angabe von Muafa im Usambaragebirge”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north-east), Malawi?

Specific localities:

Tanzania – West Usambara Mountains (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Montane forest, at altitudes around 2 200 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Keeps to shady places and small clearings in forest (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neocoenyra petersi Kielland, 1990

Neocoenyra petersi Kielland, 1990.  Lambillionea 16 (90 (1): 30-36; (2): 8-22; (3): 9-22).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mikeze Distr. Matamba, 7,000 ft”.

Description:

“Wings rather elongate; f.w. rounded and elongated.  The genitalia are related to those of N. duplex with a “finger-like” process at the apex of the valva.”
Distribution: Tanzania (south).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Matamba, near the Kitulo Plateau, Muheza District (Kielland, 1990); Mtorwi Mountain (Congdon, 1993).

Habitat: Montane grassland at altitudes from 2 550 to 2 800 m (Congdon, 1993).

Habits: Flits around above short grass (Congdon, 1993).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Relevant literature:

Condon, C. 1993.  Metamorphosis 4 (2): 69-70.

Neocoenyra pinheyi Carcasson, 1961

Neocoenyra pinheyi Carcasson, 1961.  Occasional Papers.  Coryndon Memorial Museum, Nairobi 7: 12 (1-23).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Iringa, Tanganyika Territory”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north and south-central).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Durget Hill, 1 300 m; Oldeani, 1 200 to 1 500 m; Iringa River (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Open thorn-bush country at altitudes from 1 200 to 1 600 m (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neocoenyra rufilineata Butler, 1894

Neocoenyra rufilineata Butler, 1894.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1894: 559 (557-593).

Type locality: Somalia.

Distribution: Somalia.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neocoenyra ypthimoides Butler, 1894

Neocoenyra ypthimoides Butler, 1894.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1893: 646 (643-684).
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Neocoenyra ypthimoides.  Male (bred).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 34mm.  Mangochi, Malawi.  6/1989.  S.C. Collins.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Neocoenyra ypthimoides.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 34mm.  Mangochi, Malawi, 3000 ft.  4/1989.  S.C. Collins.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
Type locality: Malawi: “Zomba”.

Diagnosis: Similar to N. kivuensis but has an ocellus in space 2 of the forewing (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: ?Democratic Republic of Congo (south - Shaba), Tanzania (south, east, central), Malawi, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Southern parts; Uzungwa Range; Rubeho Mountains; Uluguru Mountains; Nguru Mountains (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Known from a single specimen (Dening) collected at Nakonde (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: Deciduous woodland and forest margins, from 500 to 1 800 m (Kielland, 1990).  Brachystegia woodland (Ackery, et al., 1995).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
superfluae Strand, 1911 (as ab. of Neocoenyra ypthimoides).  Mitteilungen aus dem Zoologischen Museum in Berlin 5: 278 (275-304).  Tanzania: “Milansi”.
Genus Coenyropsis van Son, 1958
Lepidopterists’ News 12: 6 (6).
Type-species: Satyrus natalii Boisduval, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus containing three species.  In flight species of Coenyropsis closely resemble those of the genus Ypthima (Kielland, 1990).  Coenyropsis is closely related to Neita (Kielland).

Coenyropsis bera (Hewitson, 1877)

Ypthima bera Hewitson, 1877.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 14: 107 (107-108).
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Coenyropsis bera.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 34mm.  Christon Bank, 21 km North Harare, Zimbabwe.  11.III.1997.  M. Lunderstedt.  (Henning collection - H189).
Type locality: “Lake Nyassa”.

Distribution: Tanzania (south), Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe (north).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Madaba (1 100 m), midway between Njombe and Songea (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Senanga; Mwinilunga; Solwezi; Serenje; Kundalila Falls; Luangwa Valley (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – west end of the Birkdale Pass in the Umvukwes (Pennington); Harare district (Pringle, et al., 1994); Mazowe (Pringle, et al., 1994); Christon bank (Mullin); Kariba Gorge (Paré).

Common name: Bera brown.

Habitat: Savanna, in areas with long grass on the lower slopes of koppies (hills) (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: The flight is very similar to that of an Ypthima species (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: Appears to be double-brooded, having been recorded in November-December and February-March (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Coenyropsis carcassoni Kielland, 1976

Coenyropsis carcassoni Kielland, 1976.  Entomologische Berichten, Amsterdam 36: 107 (105-112).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mackinnon Road”.

Diagnosis: Similar to C. bera but on both wing surfaces the ground colour is darker and the sub-basal line is indistinct or lacking (clear in bera) (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Kenya (south-east), Tanzania (east).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Rabai; Shimba Hills; Kasigau (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Mindu Hill near Mororgoro; Dar es Salaam; Mikumi National Park (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Brachystegia woodland and savanna (Kielland, 1990).  In Tanzania it is found at altitudes from near sea-level to 1 200 m (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Coenyropsis natalii (Boisduval, 1847)

Satyrus natalii Boisduval, 1847.  In: Delegorgue, A., Voyage dans l’Afrique australe 2: 593 (585-602).

Type locality: South Africa: “Pays de Amazoulous”.

Distribution: Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa.

Common name: Natal brown.

Habitat: Rocky slopes in open savanna country (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Flies low down, usually in the shade of trees (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: October to May (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Coenyropsis natalii natalii (Boisduval, 1847)

Satyrus natalii Boisduval, 1847.  In: Delegorgue, A., Voyage dans l’Afrique australe 2: 593 (585-602).

Type locality: South Africa: “Pays de Amazoulous”.

Diagnosis: Subspecies poetulodes is characterized by the distinctly elongated eyespot on the forewing.  In addition the white dot in area 5 is placed well outwards but in the nominate subspecies one of the two dots in the eyespot is placed nearly above the other (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Zimbabwe (Matabeleland), Botswana, Namibia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Northern Cape Province).

The type locality [Zululand] is probably false as the known distribution of this insect does not include KwaZulu-Natal.

Specific localities:

Botswana – Mahalapye (Pennington).

Namibia – Kaokoland; Windhoek (Pringle, et al., 1994); Gross Herzog peak, Auas Mtns, just south of Windhoek (Swart, 2004).
Limpopo Province – Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Chuniespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Tubex (Swanepoel, 1953); Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953); Black Hills, near Letsitele (Pennington); foothills on the northern side of the Soutpansburg – Njelele River (Swanepoel, 1953); Gundani.

Mpumalanga – Lydenburg district (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Rustenburg (Swanepoel).

Gauteng – Pienaars River (Swanepoel, 1953).

Northern Cape Province – hills near Kuruman (Pennington).

schultzei Grünberg, 1910 (as sp. of Pseudonympha).  Denkschriften der Medizinisch-Naturwissenschaftlichen Gesellschaft zu Jena 16:100 (91-146).  Namibia: “Okahandja”.
Coenyropsis natalii poetulodes Vári, 1971

Coenyropsis natalii poetulodes Vári, 1971.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 27: 214 (193-223).

Type locality: South Africa: “Chuniespoort”.

Diagnosis: Subspecies poetulodes is characterized by the distinctly elongated eyespot on the forewing.  In addition the white dot in area 5 is placed well outwards but in the nominate subspecies one of the two dots in the eyespot is placed nearly above the other (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province - Chuniespoort area).
Genus Coenyra Hewitson, 1865
Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 2: 281 (281-294).
Type-species: Yphthima hebe Trimen, by monotypy.

An Afrotropical genus containing three species, restricted to southern Africa.

Coenyra aurantiaca Riley, 1938

Coenyra aurantiaca Riley, 1938.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 87: 237 (233-245).

Type locality: South Africa.  [The type material came from Hogsback in the Eastern Cape Province (Pringle, et al., 1994)].

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Port Shepstone (Swanepoel, 1953); Oribi Gorge (Swanepoel, 1953); Umdoni Park (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Eastern Cape Province – King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953); Alexandria (Pringle, et al., 1994); Stutterheim (Pringle, et al., 1994); Katberg (Pringle, et al., 1994); Embotyi (Pringle, et al., 1994); Hogsback (Pennington).

Common name: Pondo shadefly.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: The flight is low down and bobbing.  It is usually encountered flying along paths and tracks in forest.  Specimens settle frequently, on leaves or grass blades, close to the ground (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: October to May (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 89.


“Egg.  The eggs are laid singly on a blade of grass; they are somewhat variable, about 1.1 mm high, with the largest diameter of 0.85 mm and the smallest 0.75 mm, light greyish-white, the colour remaining so until the pink stripes of the developing larva become visible.  Egg-state about eleven days.  Larva.  The young larva eats its way near the top, but does not necessarily eat the remainder of the shell.  It is white on hatching, with salmon-pink dorsal, subdorsal and lateral stripes; the lower portion of the body is marked with pink.  Later a yellowish stripe develops on the spiracular line, leaving a thin white stripe on either side.  Later still, a thin green stripe develops on the white portion between dorsal and subdorsal stripes and also on the white stripe below subdorsal and lateral lines.  The colour of the larva gradually deepens, changing from head to 7th segment to pale green, and from 8th to last segment to yellowish, the green merging into yellow between segments 7 and 8; the green stripes change to red from the 8th segment.  The prolegs and underside of the body are yellow.  To moult, the larva lies along the edge of a blade or stalk.  The larva feeds at intervals on edge of blade of grass, but hides generally at junction of blade and stalk.  It is inconspicuous when on edge of blade.  In the third instar the larva is still whitish above, but is now a pale slate-grey with fine salmon streaks below.  The dorsal line is slate colour touched with salmon and edged with white.  Next comes a bluish-grey line edged with salmon, followed by a white portion and then a pinkish stripe edged with salmon, white separates this line from a lower bluish-slate, salmon edged, line.  White again separates this blue slate line from a paler blue slate line edged with salmon, below which there is white to the ventral shading.  On the sixth segment the first blue line is interrupted on each side by a black patch covering the last three wrinkles.  The head is now dull yellow with prominent dark projections, and the final segment has a very pronounced fork.  The setae are very much the same as in the former instar, but are a shade darker.  This instar lasts thirteen days and the larva grows to 18 mm.  In the final instar the general colour is somewhat the same as in the previous instar, except that the colours are much more subdued.  The ventral portions, however, are a distinctive yellow-brown intensified under the lateral ridge.  In addition to the setae of the former instar there are a number of lesser setae interspersed irregularly over the upper portions.  The head is a lighter colour than before, but still has the two projections which are more of a brownish colour.  The forked final segment is slightly longer and the black dorsal marks may be augmented by similar, but less distinct marks on the 7th segment.  The spiracles are black and stand out prominently, especially on the 1st and 11th segments where they are much larger.  This instar lasts about twenty-two days, and the larvae grow to 30 or 31 mm.  The feeding habits throughout the larval instars are fairly regular.  At rest the larva lies hidden, generally head downward, near the roots of the grass it feeds on.  It crawls up a blade to feed, and in the early stages feeds on the edge, its body taking up the portion eaten, and here it resembles a dried portion of the grass.  Later the larva commences at the top of the blade and eats the entire blade including the midrib; its body again resembles a withered portion.  After each moult the discarded skin is eaten.  In one batch of larvae I reared, all except one of the larvae progressed normally and took four instars before pupating.  The odd one, however, seemed to lag behind the others in size and duration of instar, and I thought it was dying.  Instead, it took five instars and finally produced a perfect female imago.  In this case the sizes of the instars were (1) 3-6 mm in 10 days; (2) 6-9½ mm in 19 days; (3) 9½ mm-15 mm in 12 days; (4) 15-20 mm in 11 days; (5) 20-33 mm in 21 days.  The extra instar from 15-20 mm was halfway between the normal third and final instars in shape and colour.  When fully fed and ready to pupate, the larva spins a mat on a stalk into which it attaches its anal claspers, then hangs head downward.  The pupa is 15.5 mm long, and is suspended head down by cremastral hooks only.  It is yellowish with brown markings, and the head has two small projections.  The pupal stage is 14-17 days.”
Larval food:

Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Clark, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 60; in captivity].
aurantiaca Aurivillius, 1911 in Seitz 1908-25 (as ab. of Coenyra hebe).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 108 (614 pp.).  No locality given.
Coenyra hebe (Trimen, 1862)

Yphthima [sic ?] hebe Trimen, 1862.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 1: 280 (279-291).

Type locality: South Africa: “Port Natal”.

Distribution: Mozambique – south, South Africa (Mpumalanga – east, KwaZulu-Natal – north), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Mozambique – Maputo (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Mpumalanga – Kruger National Park (Pringle, et al., 1994); Blyde River Nature Reserve (Pringle, et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Umhlanga (Swanepoel, 1953); Empangeni (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); False Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953); Makatini Flats (Pringle, et al., 1994); Eshowe (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Zulu shadefly.

Habitat: Savanna (coastal bush and thornveld).

Habits: Flies in grassy spots in the shade of large trees (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year but commonest in midsummer (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, in Pringle, et al., 1994: plate 2 [as Coenyra hebe].


“The eggs are laid singly on blades of grass and are 0,9 mm in diameter and 1,1 mm high.  They are a watery white colour when first laid, developing pinkish-red stripes as the larvae develop.  There are 16-18 longitudinal ribs braced by five to eight cross ribs; these break up into an hexagonal and pentagonal netting pattern at the top.  The larva eats its way out through the top of the egg and on emergence eats the shell as its first meal.  It crawls to the edge of the leaf blade and lying along this begins to feed at short intervals, later taking a little longer.  The larva feeds by nibbling a hole and working backwards.  At first it is white with red dorsal and subdorsal stripes and a very broad, red lateral stripe.  The lateral stripe is later split in half by a dull, white stripe and the lower portion takes on a brownish-green tint.  The final segments become yellow-orange, the head is a pale yellow-orange colour.  Larva:  On emergence 2,0 mm, egg duration nine days.  1st instar 2,0 mm to 5,5 mm in nine days; 2nd instar 5,5 mm to 8,0 mm in 14 days; 3rd instar 8,0 mm to 11,5 mm in 16 days; 4th instar 11,5 mm to 17,5 mm in 13 days; 5th instar 17,5 mm to 28,0 mm in 18 days.  Pupa 15,0 mm hatched after 13 days.  The pupa is attached by the cremaster to a silken pad spun by the larva.”

Larval food:

(Probably) Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Clark, in Pringle, 1994: 60; in captivity].
Coenyra rufiplaga Trimen, 1906

Coenyra rufiplaga Trimen, 1906.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1906: 59 (59-86).

Type locality: South Africa: “top of Buiskop, near Warm Baths, Transvaal”.

Diagnosis: Distinguished from the other two species of Coenyra by the extensive orange-red scaling around the ocelli on the upperside of the forewing and by the thinner red bars on the underside (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province).

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Buiskop - Warmbaths district (TL); Warmbaths – Boschkloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Waterval (Swanepoel, 1953); Makapan’s Cave (Swanepoel, 1953); Chuniespoort Mountains (Swanepoel, 1953); Warmberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Malipsdrift (Swanepoel, 1953); Tubex (Swanepoel, 1953); Smitsdrift (Swanepoel, 1953); Strydpoort Mountains (Pringle, et al., 1994); Wolkberg (Pringle, et al., 1994); Kranzberg (Waterberg Range) (Swanepoel).

Common name: Sekukuni shadefly.

Habitat: Savanna woodland.  Prefers densely wooded areas at the base of hills (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Flies slowly among the grass in the shade of trees.  Frequently settles on vegetation or on the ground (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: October to mid-March (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Physcaeneura Wallengren, 1857
Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 32 (55 pp.).
Type-species: Satyrus panda Boisduval, by monotypy.

= Periplysia Gerstaecker, 1871.  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 1871 (1): 358 (345-363).  Type-species: Periplysia leda Gerstaecker, by monotypy.

An Afrotropical genus containing five species.

Physcaeneura jacksoni Carcasson, 1961

Physcaeneura jacksoni Carcasson, 1961.  Occasional Papers.  Coryndon Memorial Museum, Nairobi 7: 15 (1-23).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Turiani, Morogoro, northern Tanganyika”.

Diagnosis: Upperside of wings white, with forewing costa and distal borders of both wings dark brown (Kielland, 1990). 

Distribution: Tanzania (north-east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Usambara Mountains; Uluguru Mountains; South Pare Mountains; Nguru Mountains; Ukaguru Mountains; Uzungwa Rift; Ulanga District (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Dense woodland, forest margins and grassy forest clearings from near sea-level to 1 500 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The flight is very feeble and specimens fly just above ground-level, amongst the grass (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Specimens from the population in Ulanga District are larger and the underside striations and distal margin are more extended than in topotypical material (Kielland, 1990: 86).
Physcaeneura leda (Gerstaecker, 1871)

Periplysia leda Gerstaecker, 1871.  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 1871 (1): 358 (345-363).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Zanzibar”.

Diagnosis: Upperside of wings with broader brown margins than in P. jacksoni (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Kenya (coast), Tanzania (north-east), Somalia (south).

Specific localities:

Kenya – coastal forests; Shimba Hills; Mount Sagala (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – South Pare Mountains; Tanga Region (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Dense woodland, forest margins and grassy forest clearings from sea-level to 1 850 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The flight is slow and bouncing.  They often rest on the upper surface of leaves (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Unidentified grasses (Poaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 278].
Physcaeneura panda (Boisduval, 1847)

Satyrus panda Boisduval, 1847.  In: Delegorgue, A., Voyage dans l’Afrique australe 2: 594 (585-602).
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Physcaeneura panda.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 37mm.  Malelane, Kruger National Park, 11 Nov. 1998.  M.C. Williams.
Type locality: South Africa: “Pays des Amazoulous”.

Distribution: Mozambique (south), Zimbabwe, Botswana, Nambia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Mafikeng (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Empangeni (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

Common name: Dark webbed ringlet.

Habitat: Savanna.

Habits: The flight is weak, low down, and it often settles, on low vegetation or on the ground.  Specimens tend to keep to the shade cast by large trees.  Both sexes feed from flowers and are also attracted to fermenting fruit (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: The summer months (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 93.


“Egg.  The eggs are laid singly on a blade of grass.  They are elliptical in section, being 1.1 mm in the major diameter halfway down, and 0.95 mm in the minor diameter, and are 1.3 mm high.  There are 19-20 longitudinal ribs braced by 14-16 troughs which increase in size towards the top and turn into round indentations.  Micropyle slightly irregular and sunken.  Watery yellow when laid, they darken slightly and develop brick-red to red maculae.  Egg-stage eleven days.  Larva:  First instar.  The young larva eats its way out near the top and devours the discarded shell.  It is 3 mm long, whitish-yellow with a brownish-yellow head.  The setae of the head are black with light tips, those of the body are watery white.  There is a pale brown dorsal line and a lateral line of the same colour, but the subdorsal line is restricted to light brown dashes on the first two wrinkles of each segment.  Below, the lateral line is touched with pale brown.  The larva takes short feeds from the edge of a blade of grass and grows to 6¾ mm in about twelve days.  Towrds the end of the first instar, the larva has a broad dull green dorsal line split down the centre and edged by very thin brown, followed by a bluish-white line about half the breadth of the dorsal line.  This is followed by a dull green line edged above and below with thin brown.  This line envelops the first two rows of moles bearing white setae.  Below this is a nother bluish-white line about three times the breadth of the former white line, but cut about the lower third by a ragged green line on the line of the third row of white setae-bearing moles.  This is followed by a brown-edged dark green line and then a thinnish bluish-white line followed by a dark green line darkly edged above.  This line includes the spiracles on the lighter portion.  The lateral ridge is bluish-white and includes the double setae.  Below, the larva is dark green for a third of the ventral portions o each side, the centre underneath is pale green.  The dark green is divided by a bluish-white line edged thinly above and below by brown.  The posterior segments shade off to pale salmon-yellow.  With no food in the body the colours are white and salmon, with green on the ventral portion.  The brown portions in some larvae are more inclined to dull purple.  Second instar.  The larvae have a whitish ground-colour with dull purple dorsal, subdorsal, lateral and spiracular stripes.  Between the subdorsal and lateral line there is a very thin brown line.  The body is covered with small white setae on white moles, arranged in rows; the setae of the first instar are still present and much larger than the rest.  The instar lasts 12-13 days, and the larvae grow to 10-10½ mm.  The larvae split into two groups.  One group goes right through feeding normally, but growing slowly; the other grows more rapidly and aestivates in the fourth instar.  The slight differences in the fourth instar are shown in the plate (see figs 9 and 12).  The larval period is eighty-three days for non-aestivating larvae, and about six weeks longer in aestivating ones.  Pupa.  Light green, 13-14½ mm long by 5 mm wide.  Pupal stage about twelve days.”

Larval food:

Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Clark, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 60; in captivity].

Pennisetum clandestinum Chiov. (Poaceae) (exotic) [Williams, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 60; in captivity].
Physcaeneura pione Godman, 1880

Physcaeneura pione Godman, 1880 in Godman and Distant, 1880.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1880: 183 (182-185).
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Physcaeneura pione.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 34mm.  Burma Vy, Rhodesia.  29-2-72.  W. Teare.  (Henning collection - H188).
Type locality: Tanzania: “Gnuru [sic?] Hills, East Africa”.

Diagnosis: Upperside forewing hind margin dark brown; underside more heavily striated than in either P. jacksoni or P. leda (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (north-east and west), Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Zambia (north), Malawi, Mozambique (west), Zimbabwe (east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Southern Kigoma District; Mpanda District; Uluguru Mountains; Mikumi National Park; Rubeho Mountains; Mwanihana Rift; Magombera Forest; Pugu Hills; Madaba near Songea (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Kamapanda; Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Kabompo River; mid Lungu River; Mumbwa; Kabwe; Chisamba; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Mutare (Cross Kopje) (Pringle, et al., 1994); lower slopes of the Vumba Mountains (Pringle, et al., 1994); Mount Selinda (Pringle, et al., 1994); Mount Darwin (Paré).

Mozambique – Buzi River (Pringle, et al., 1994); Dondo (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Light webbed ringlet.

Habitat: Moist savanna.  In Tanzania it is found at altitudes from 100 to 1 400 m (Kielland, 1990).

Flight Period: December to May (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Siphonochilus species (Zingiberaceae) [Pinhey].
johnstoni Butler, 1894 (as sp. of Periplysia).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1893: 647 (643-684).  Malawi: “Zomba”.
lucida Butler, 1897 (as var. of Physcaeneura pione).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 853 (851-855).  Malawi: “probably from near Fort Songwe, N.W. Nyasa”.
Physcaeneura robertsi Kielland, 1990

Physcaeneura robertsi Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania 87 (363 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mwanza – Tabora, F.R. Roberts (no date)”.

Description:

“Male.  Upperside f.w. as in pione, but f.w. totally lacking the prominent brown bar along its hind margin which is always present in P. pione.  Ground colour whitish; costa of f.w. narrowly brown, slightly widening towards apex (in pione rather widely brown in its distal half); apex and outer margin brown, enclosing four orange, black-centered round spots (more clearly defined than is usual in pione); two submarginal dark-brown lines and a fine dark-brown border; h.w. whitish with a brown outer border (narrower than in pione).  Grey stripes along inner margins, costal and basal areas of the wings less extended than is usual in pione.  Underside whitish; distal border with a black marginal line, two continuous, evenly curved submarginal lines and a rather uneven black line proximad of these, bordering a pale-orange oval band, extending from vein 2 to vein 7, enclosing five silvery spots; h.w. as the f.w., but with an orange spot in space 6 near its base, and with seven silvery spots.  Both wings with black stripes in basal, costal and hind marginal areas (in the hind margin of the f.w. the stripes are not so extensive as in pione).  Length of f.w. 17-17.3 mm.  Female.  As the male, but larger and with much more extended grey stripes on the upperside and black stripes on the underside.  Length of f.w. 19-19.6 mm.  Male genitalia.  Uncus less wide basally than in P. pione; saccus shorter; valva distal end armed with numerous sharp teeth dorsally; its dorsal outline more even than in pione; basal end of aedeagus rounded.”
Diagnosis: Closest to P. pione but the upperside forewing hind margin lacks the dark brown bar.  There are also small differences in the genitalia (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (central).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mwanza – Tabora (Kielland, 1990).  Known only from two males and four females from the type locality (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Neita van Son, 1955
Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 101 (1-166).
Type-species: Pseudonympha neita Wallengren, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus containing six species.

Neita durbani (Trimen & Bowker, 1887)

Pseudonympha D’urbani Trimen & Bowker, 1887.  South-African butterflies: a monograph of the extra-tropical species 1 [Nymphalidae]: 80 (355 pp.). London.

Type locality: South Africa: “King William’s Town, Bodiam, Grahamstown and Albert District in the north-east of Cape Colony”.

Original description:

“Exp. Al., 1 in. 8-10 lin.  Dull-brown; a subquadrate discal fulvous patch and rather small black, white-bipupillate ocellus in fore-wing; two indistinct (sometimes obsolete) minute unipupillate fulvous-ringed ocelli in hind-wing.  Fore-wing: fulvous patch small, clearly defined, even on both edges, - reaching superiorly as far as dull-yellowish ring of ocellus along inner and lower edge, and inferiorly to a little below first median nervule, - not infringing on discoidal cell; along median nervure a more or less distinct suffused fulvous streak.  Hind-wing: ocelli between first and third median nervules, the upper one usually a little larger, and with its fulvous ring suffused.  Under side.  Fore-wing: outer edge of fulvous patch bounded by a dentated dark-brown streak, commencing close to costa; in some examples the discoidal cell presents, a little beyond its middle, a faint, transverse, fulvous mark.  Hind-wing: three dark-brown irregular transverse streaks – one before, one about, and the third beyond, middle; between the central and outer streaks the ground-colour is paler, forming a broad fascia, marked exteriorly with four minute but well-defined unipupillate, black, yellow-ringed ocelli, of which the first is between the two subcostal nervules and the others in a row between third median nervule and submedian nervure; these ocelli very finely encircled externally with dark-brown.”
Diagnosis: Expanse 42 to 44 mm; antenna-wing ratio – male 0.40, female 0.38 (Van Son, 1955).  Smaller than N. neita and N. lotenia and differs on the hindwing underside in the absence of an orange suffusion at the base of the costa and the lighter discal field ; there is a row of small dark spots preceding the postdiscal line (the other species have distinct ocellate spots).  The eyespots on the hindwing upperside are absent or very small; they tend to be better developed in females (Van Son, 1955).

Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Eastern Cape Province – King William’s Town (Trimen & Bowker, 1887); Bodiam (Trimen & Bowker, 1887); Albert District (Trimen & Bowker, 1887); Grahamstown (Trimen & Bowker, 1887); Highlands (Swanepoel, 1953); (Swanepoel, 1953); Dordrecht (Swanepoel, 1953); Molteno (Van Son, 1955); Burghersdorp (Van Son, 1955); Bedford (Pringle et al., 1994); Jamestown (Pringle et al., 1994); Camdeboo Mountains (V. Pringle vide Pringle et al., 1994).

Common name: D’Urban’s brown.

Habitat: Open, grassy hillsides (Van Son, 1955).

Habits: It is a strong flier, resting occasionally on the ground or rocks (Van Son, 1955).  The flight pattern is noted as rapid and jerky by Pringle et al., 1994.  Specimens feed from flowers (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: October to March but mainly from November to February.

Early stages:

Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 105.


“Egg.  Eggs are laid singly and are watery white when laid.  After some thirty-six hours, two faint reddish-brown incomplete bands appear and gradually darken in colour, while the remainder of the egg assumes a faint yellowish colour.  The reddish-brown bands are fairly thick on one side, but thin down on the other where the band is broken.  In the opening of the upper band is a rough triangular-shaped reddish-brown blotch with the apex of the triangle drooping over the side and the base spreading over the micropyle.  The sides of the egg are fortified by some forty-eight ribs which break up into indentations over the top and bottom of the egg.  The ribs are cross-braced by some eighty eight indentations.  Eggs are fairly constant in size, being 1.1 mm in diameter and 1.0 mm high.  The egg-stage is about eight days.  Larva:  First instar.  The young larva eats its way out of the shell near the top and sometimes partially devours the shell.  It is 2½ mm on emerging, and of a whitish ground-colour with salmon-yellow dorsal, subdorsal, lateral and spiracular lines, and a pale brownish-yellow head.  It has a row of long finely barbed yellow-brown spines set on white moles on each side of the dorsal line.  On the right side all those on segments 1-10 curve forward, the remainder curve backward, but on the left side only those on segments 1-3 curve forward, the remainder curve backward.  Between this row of spines and the subdorsal line there is another row of white spines, rather blunt and bulged at the tips, and those on segments 4-11 are much smaller than the remainder.  These spines all curve backward on both sides except those on the first three segments which curve forward and are pointed and of the same size as the dorsal spines.  There is a lateral row of long yellow-brown spines similar to those astride the dorsal line.  These all curve forward on both sides on segments 1-11, the remainder curve backward.  The posterior ridge spine is long, finely barbed and grey, and points outward and backward on all except the first three segments where it points outward and forward.  The anterior spine is watery white and points downward and slightly forward.  As the larva grows, the long spine darkens but retains a yellowish tip.  The young larva on emerging rests for a while, then crawls to the edge of a young blade of grass and commences to feed, eating small portions at first and moving in a backward direction as it feeds.  When it has grown to about 4½ mm, it spins a slight mat on the surface of the leaf, into which it fastens its claspers and settles down to moult.  The first instar varies in duration and may last up to twenty-one days.  Second instar.  The larvae are pale green, shading to yellow-green at both ends, with a darker green dorsal line flanked on both sides by white, a dark green subdorsal line edged with white below, a green lateral line flanked above and below with white, and a dark green spiracular line.  The lateral ridge is white.  The head is yellowish-green.  The original spines are present, but additional spines are added to the rows, these however are much smaller than the primary spines, except in the second row on each side, where a long spine has appeared in front of the original small ones.  The ridge is now adorned with some seven white spines on most segments.  The final segment is forked and touched with pink.  This instar lasts 8-12 days, and the larva grows to 6 mm before moulting.  Third instar.  The larva is a more bluish-green with a faint yellow tint at each end, a greenish head, and a pinkish tip to the forked final segment.  More spines have appeared, much smaller than the others, but in same rows, except for a few scattered ones round the spiracle.  This instar lasts normally about twelve days, and the larva grows to 9 mm.  Fourth instar.  The larva is still darker, and the main spines have grown longer, giving the larva a vary hairy appearance; the head is slightly lighter green than the body, and the forked final segment is reddish-salmon.  This instar lasts about twelve days, and the larva grows to 14 mm.  Final instar.  The larvae are of the same colour as in the previous instar, but the lines are fainter and there are more long spines.  The dorsal line is, however, dark and finely divided down the centre.  The head is of the same colour as the rest of the body.  When full grown at 23-24 mm, the colour of the larva begins to fade and the lines become indistinct.  The larva crawls away to find a suitable place to pupate and begins to shrink.  Having found a suitable place, it spins a silken mat into which it fastens its anal claspers, then hangs downward, later doubling up, in which position it remains until pupation.  The final instar lasts some fourteen days.  Pupa.  The pupa is 13.5 mm long, and is suspended head downward and secured to a silken mat by pale watery yellow cremastral hooks, which are distinctly swollen at tips.  It is pale green over the head, thorax and wing cases, but shades down to a yellow-green on the abdomen, ending in a faint salmon cremaster, and is smooth and unadorned by setae.  The pupal stage varies, but is normally fourteen days.”

Larval food:

(Apparently) Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Clark, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 62].
Neita extensa (Butler, 1898)

Neocoenyra extensa Butler, 1898.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1898: 188 (186-201).
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Neita extensa.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 43mm.  Salisbury, S. Rhod.  23.12.56.  A.J. Duke.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3273).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Salisbury, Mashonaland”.

Distribution: Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, Gauteng).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Munnik (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); White River (Swanepoel, 1953); Malelane (Swanepoel, 1953); Nelspruit (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Krugersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Savanna brown. 

Habitat: Grassland-savanna ecotone.

Habits: Flies low down on grassy slopes, often settling on the ground (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: November to May (Pringle et al, 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 108.


“Egg.  About 1.15 mm high and 1.1 mm in diameter (these measurements may slightly vary), subcylindrical in shape with the top rounded; it has about sixty longitudinal ridges connected with about twenty cross-ribs to about two thirds of its height, the top portion having an irregular netting tracery; the colour is watery white when laid, later developing a pinkish-red circlet above and a broken one of a similar colour below.  The egg-stage lasts about eight days.  Larva.  Very similar to that of N. durbani, except that the setae of the early instars are a little shorter and the head of the first instar larva has lighter orange markings.  There are either four or five instars, the latter case occurring in the colder season, when the larva hibernates in the third instar, and has an additional instar before the final.  The sizes and durations of the larval instars are as follows:  first instar 3.5-5.75 mm in 10 days, third instar either 14 mm in 13 days, after which it aestivates, and there is an additional instar, growing to 19 mm, or growing to 16 mm, without an additional instar; final instar 26.5 mm in 20 days.  The larval stage therefore lasts about fifty-three days with four instars, but longer with five.  Pupa.  Longer and narrower than in durbani, being 16 mm long by 4.7 mm wide.  The cremastral hooks are not swollen at tips.  The pupal stage lasts sixteen days.”

Larval food:

Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Clark, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 62].
major Trimen, 1906 (as var. of Neocoenyra duplex).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1906: 61 (59-86).  South Africa: “White River, 15 miles from Nelspruit (a station on the Pretoria and Delagoa Bay Railway, about 30 miles from Barberton) Transvaal”.
Neita lotenia (van Son, 1949)

Melampias lotenia van Son, 1949.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 21 (2): 209 (209-216).

Type locality: South Africa: “Loteni, Natal”.

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Loteni, at 2 000 m (Pennington; TL); Giant’s Castle (Swanepoel, 1953); Bushman’s Nek, near Underberg (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Lesotho – Mokhotlong, at 2 400 m (Pennington); Rafolatsanes (Swanepoel, 1953); Marakabei (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Loteni brown.

Habitat: Montane grassland.

Habits: The flight is fast and sustained.  Males patrol the edges of rocky ridges and the bases of small cliffs.  Females are usually encountered on open grassy slopes (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: Late November to the end of January (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neita neita (Wallengren, 1875)

Pseudonympha neita Wallengren, 1875.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm 32 (1): 84 (83-137).

Type locality: South Africa: “a Potschefstrom meridiem versus sitis”.

Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – near Warmbaths (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Mpumalanga – on the hills above Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Long Tom Pass, near Lydenburg (Pringle, et al., 1994).

North West Province – near Potchefstroom (TL).

KwaZulu-Natal – Willow Grange, near Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Montello (Swanepoel, 1953); Kwa-Magwanxa (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Eastern Cape Province – Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Tsomo River (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Malolotja (C. and J. Saunders) (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Neita brown.

Habitat: Grassland.  Widely separated, isolated populations are a feature of this species (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Flies quite slowly and settles on stones or on the ground.  Males often patrol particular rocky ridges.  Both sexes feed from flowers (Pringle, et al., 1994: 61).

Flight period: October to March.  Most numerous in December (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Neita orbipalus Kielland, 1990

Neita orbipalus Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania 88 (363 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Arusha, Monduli District, Lolkisale Mt., 1700 m, 12-IV-1986, J. Kielland”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Description:

“Antennae brown, ringed with white scales.  Male.  Upperside of the wings brown to sooty-brown; f.w. with a very large, almost circular yellow to pale-orange ocellus; ocellar area pear-shaped.  H.w. with three orange ocelli, in 1b, 2 and 3, sometimes a dark spot in space 6.  In both wings there is a dark-brown marginal line, a brown submarginal line and a dark-brown thicker line inside this.  Underside as the upperside, but the outer part of the wings is gradually paling towards margin; h.w. costa reddish near base.  Female as the male, but a little larger and paler.”
Distribution: Tanzania.

Habitat: The nominate subspecies occurs in open Acacia woodland and grassland at altitudes from 1 500 to 1 700 m.  Subspecies congdoni is found in open Brachystegia woodland in hilly country at an altitude of about 1 300 m (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Neita orbipalus orbipalus Kielland, 1990

Neita orbipalus Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania 88 (363 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Arusha, Monduli District, Lolkisale Mt., 1700 m”.

Description:

“Male.  Upperside of the wings sooty-brown; f.w. ocellus with very wide pale-yellow ring and reduced black centre; the two white dots in the black centre placed much more at an angle than in N. victoriae.  Female as the male, but larger and paler; h.w. ocelli with paler rings.  Length of f.w., male 21 mm; female 22-24 mm.  Male genitalia.  Differs from that of victoriae in the longer, and more slender distal thin portion of the valva.  Female genitalia (fig. 50).  Genital chamber smaller than in victoriae (fig. 51); bursa smaller and signa consisting of numerous tiny spines (in victoriae the spines are larger).”
Distribution: Tanzania (north - Arusha plain).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Lolkisale Mountain (Kielland, 1990).
Neita orbipalus congdoni Kielland, 1990

Neita orbipalus congdoni Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania 88 (363 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mufindi, Madibira, 1300 m, 23-III-1986, J. Kielland”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Description:

“The male is paler than the male of the nominate race; f.w. ocellus in both sexes pale orange (not yellow), but paler than in victoriae; lines of the wings more distinct; hindwing ocelli of the female darker than in the female of victoriae.  Underside of the wings slightly paler and ocellar spots darker.  Length of f.w., male 23 mm; female 24 mm.  Genitalia as in the nominate race.”
Diagnosis: Male paler than the male of the nominate subspecies; forewing ocellus in both sexes pale orange (not yellow); lines of the wings more distinct (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (southern highlands).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Near Madibira; 45 km west of Mafinga on the Iringa-Mbeya road (Kielland, 1990).
Neita victoriae (Aurivillius, 1899)

Neocoenyra victoriae Aurivillius, 1899, in Aurivillius, 1898-9.  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 72 (1-561).

Type locality: “Victoria Nyanza”.

Distribution: Tanzania (southern shores of Lake Victoria), Kenya (south-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Biharamulo near Lake Victoria; Mpanda; Tabora (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Brachystegia woodland.  In Tanzania it occurs at altitudes from 1 000 to 1 400 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Flies rather like a species of Neocoenyra, but more strongly (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Melampias Hübner, 1819
In: Hübner [1816-[1826].  Verzeichniss bekannter Schmettlinge 63 (432 + 72 pp.). Augsburg.
Type-species: Papilio hyperbius Linnaeus, by subsequent designation (Scudder, 1875.   Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 10: 214 (91-293).).

An Afrotropical genus containing a single species.

Melampias huebneri van Son, 1955

Melampias hübneri van Son, 1955.  Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 99 (1-166).

Type locality: [South Africa]: “Cap. b. Spei, Tulbagh”.

Distribution: South Africa.

Common name: Boland brown.

Habitat: Fynbos and Karoo.

Habits: The flight is low down and sustained.

Flight period: Late June or July to November (nominate subspecies); August to October (ssp. steniptera) (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 99 (ssp. huebneri).


“Egg.  Eggs are laid singly on a blade of grass or on the stalk.  They are watery white when laid, changing to whitish-green, and later irregular reddish bands develop, generally two, and the micropyle is crowned with the same colour which may extend at one point down to the first band.  They have some sixty longitudinal ribs down the side, cross-braced by about twenty-five square indentations.  Over the upper and lower quarter these break up into a hexagonal pattern.  The section of the egg, horizontally through the centre, is a rough ellipse with a major axis of 0.95 mm and a minor of 0.85 mm, while the height averages 1.1 mm.  The dimensions vary.  The egg-stage varies from 11 to 17 days in the eggs I have hatched.  Larva:  First instar.  The young larva emerges from the egg by eating a hole near the top, and after a rest eats the discarded shell, leaving only the base adhering to the blade of grass.  The larva is pale watery white with a shade of pink on the first six segments, and a shade of yellow on the remainder.  It has yellowish-salmon dorsal, subdorsal, lateral and spiracular lines.  The head is black with two blunt projections, sunken at the crown, in the centre of which a white seta is placed.  The primary setae are white, set on white moles.  On each side of the dorsum there is a row of white setae, one on the anterior wrinkle of each segment; on the right side on segments 1-10, and on the left side on segemnts 1 and 2 they lean forward, the remainder lean backward.  There is a subdorsal row of smaller white setae on each side, also set on white moles.  These more or less point straight out but are inclined, if anything, in the same direction as the dorsal spines.  There is a lateral row of white spines on white moles on each side.    These are longer than the subdorsal and smaller than the dorsal.  On segments 1-11 they point forward, the remainder backward.  On the lateral ridge segments 4-11 have two white spines but segments 1-3 and 13 have only one.  These are all white.  The prolegs have two small spines each, the posterior spine being the longer.  As soon as the larva feeds on the green grass the food inside its body gives it a greenish colour and the stripes appear brownish.  Later white edging develops on the dorsal line and below the subdorsal line, the lateral and spiracular lines broaden and are divided only by a white line, at the same time a white edging develops above the lateral and below the spiracular lines.  With this development the stripes assume a greenish-brown colour shading to yellow posteriorly.  To moult, the larva spins a silken mat where it is feeding, fastens its anal claspers in this and after about forty hours casts its skin.  The first instar lasts in the neighbourhood of 10-13 days and the larva grows from 2¾ to 5 mm.  The discarded skin is not necessarily eaten.  Second instar.  The larva is green, with a thin dark green dorsal line broadly edged with white.  The subdorsal line is also dark green and bordered with white below.  The broad dark green lateral line is bordered above and below with white, and the lateral ridge is white.  The head is reddish-salmon, with the white dorsal line bordering extending over two projections on the top.  The final segment is forked and pinkish.  On each white border there is a row of white spines set on white moles, one per wrinkle, and on the dark green subdorsal line there is a row of white spines set on green moles.  The lateral line has only two spines placed on the anterior wrinkles.  The ventral portions are sparingly studded with white spines on white moles.  The larva crawls to the top of a blade of grass where it feeds on the tip or edge, then returns to the base to rest.  This instar lasts 11-14 days and larvae grow to 8½ mm.  Third instar.  The larva is a faded green, the lines are the same as in the last instar but not so distinct and only a few more setae have developed in the vicinity of the spiracle.  The head is reddish.  When about 10 mm long, generally in October, the larvae stop feeding, crawl to a secluded spot among the roots and settle down to a prolonged rest period.  This corresponds to the dying down of the food plant.  About April they start moving and soon begin feeding again.  During the rest period, having no green food in them, they turn a pale dull yellow with pale salmon-brown stripes, but as soon as they commence to feed again the green colours return.  After reaching 12½ mm, generally in May, they settle down to moult.  Fourth instar.  The larvae are a dull pea-green, the stripes are a deeper colour and are edged as before with white.  The head is now green and the projections are blunter.  The setae are practically the same as in the previous instar.  The duration of the instar varies, but is approximately twenty-six days, and the larvae grow to 16 mm.  Final instar.  Though the lines with their edging are the same, they are not so pronounced.  The white edgings are studded with about double the number of setae, and the intervening spaces are also well studded.  The ventral portions are pea-green, well studded with setae which are slightly longer, but still on white moles.  Th prolegs are inclined to salmon.  The head is green with modified projections.  The spiracles are a salmon-yellow and slightly raised.  The forked final segment is pink.  The final instar lasts some thirty or more days, and the larvae grow to 23 mm.  When nearing pupation, the larvae lose all body markings and turn a pale watery green and begin to shrink.  They seek out a suitable place and spin a silken mat, into which they fix their anal claspers, later hanging downward and finally doubling up until the head nearly touches the anal claspers.  After some five days the larva pupates.  Pupa.  The pupa is secured to a silken mat by cremastral hooks and is suspended head downward.  It is pale green with the wing case edged near the dorsum with pale salmon.  The pupa is 13-14 mm long, rather broad laterally on the thorax, and the head has slight projections.  The pupal stage is about twenty-four days.”

Clark, in Pringle, et al., 1994: plate 3 (ssp. steniptera).

“The eggs are laid singly and are 0,9 mm in diameter and 1 mm high.  They are a very pale, watery yellow and later develop about 80 centrally longitudinal ribs which break up into an irregular pattern on top and bottom.  There are some 10 horizontal cross ribs at the centre.  Around the micropyle the indentations are very small.  On emergence the larva eats some of the discarded eggshell, then proceeds to the edge of the grass.  The larva is transparent yellow until it becomes greenish after the first feed.  The head is pale amber.  The larva feeds on the edge, near the tip, of a blade of grass.  It moults where it is feeding and eats the discarded skin.  Larva:  On emergence 2,5 mm, egg duration 12 days.  1st instar 2,5 mm to 5,5 mm in nine days; 2nd instar 5,5 mm to 8,5 mm in 10 days; 3rd instar 8,5 to 13,0 mm in 17 days; 4th instar 13,0 mm to 21,0 mm in 18 days.  Pupa 11,5 mm hatched after 15 days.  To pupate the larva hangs head downwards secured only by the cremastral hooks; it then curves forward with head tucked in.”

Larval food:

Avena sativa L.  (Poaceae) (exotic) [Dickson, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 61].

Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Clark, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 61; in captivity].
Melampias huebneri huebneri van Son, 1955

Melampias hübneri van Son, 1955.  Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 99 (1-166).

Type locality: ?

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Western Cape Province – Signal Hill (Swanepoel, 1953), Cape Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Tygerberg (Swanepoel, 1953); St Helena Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Malmesbury (Swanepoel, 1953); Piketberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Clanwilliam (Swanepoel, 1953); Wolseley (Swanepoel, 1953); Paarl (Swanepoel, 1953); Worcester (Swanepoel, 1953); Hoedjes Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Melkbosstrand (Pringle, et al., 1994); Mamre(Pringle, et al., 1994); Swellendam (Pringle, et al., 1994); Gouritz River Bridge (Pringle, et al., 1994); Oudtshoorn (Pringle, et al., 1994); Calitzdorp (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Northern Cape Province – Nieuwoudtville (Pringle, et al., 1994); Sutherland (Pringle); Tanqua Karoo (Ball).
hyperbius Linnaeus, 1764 (as sp. of Papilio).  Museum Ludovicae Ulricae Reginae 257 (720 pp.). Holmiae.  South Africa: “Cap. b. Spei, Tulbagh”.  [Invalid; junior primary homonym of Papilio hyperbius Linnaeus, 1763 [Nymphalidae].]
Melampias huebneri steniptera Vári, 1971

Melampias huebneri steniptera Vári, 1971.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 27: 211 (193-223).

Type locality: South Africa: “Springbok”.

Diagnosis: Differs from the nominate subspecies in that it is smaller, the forewing is distinctly narrower and more pointed, especially in the male (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Differences in the early stages of this and the nominate subspecies indicate that steniptera may be a distinct species (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Northern Cape Province – Springbok (TL); Garies (Swanepoel, 1953); Kamieskroon (Swanepoel, 1953); O’okiep (Swanepoel, 1953).
Genus Strabena Mabille, 1877
Petites Nouvelles Entomologiques 2: 157 (157-158).
Type-species: Strabena smithii Mabille, by monotypy.

= Callyphthima Butler, 1880.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 5: 335 (333-344, 384-395). Type-species: Pseudonympha wardii Butler, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus containing 37 species, all from the mainland of Madagascar (Lees et al., 2003).

Strabena goudoti (Mabille, [1885])

Pseudonympha goudoti Mabille, [1885] in Grandidier, [1885-7].  Histoire, Physique, Naturelle et Politique de Madagascar pl. 3 (18 [1887]: 364 pp.; 19 [1885]: 55pls.).

Strabena goudoti.  Lees et al., 2003.

Type locality: Madagascar: “Environs de Foulepointe”.

General remarks: Forms a clade with S. isoalensis and S. martini (Lees et al., 2003).

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Transformed grasslands (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena isoalensis Paulian, 1951

Strabena isoalensis Paulian, 1951.  Mémoires de l’Institut Scientifique de Madagascar (A) 6: 387 (387-394).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Isalo, dans les cañons de la Ranomena”.

Distribution: Madagascar (west).

Habitat: Unknown (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena martini Oberthür, 1916

Strabena martini Oberthür, 1916.  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 189 (177-244).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Sans doute près de Tamatave [Toamasina]”.

General remarks: Apparently last collected by Decary in Maromandia and Mananara in 1922 (Lees et al., 2003).

Distribution: Madagascar (coast) (Lees et al., 2003)).

Habitat: Unknown  (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena batesii (Felder & Felder, 1867)

Yphthima [sic] batesii Felder & Felder, 1867 in Felder and Felder, 1865-7.  Reise der Österreichischen Fregatte Novara 486 (549 pp.). Wien.

Strabena batesii.  Lees et al., 2003.

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
frater Oberthür, 1916 (as sp. of Strabena).  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 186 (177-244).  Madagascar: “Fianarantsoa”.  Treated as a valid species by Ackery et al. (1995) but regarded to be a synonym of S. batesii by Lees et al. (2003).
Strabena nepos Oberthür, 1916

Strabena nepos Oberthür, 1916.  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 187 (177-244).

Synonym of S. batesii.  Ackery et al., 1995.

Strabena nepos.  Lees et al., 2003.

Type locality: Madagascar: “d’Antsianaka, de Fianarantsoa et de Tananarive [Antananarivo]”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
elwesi Aurivillius, 1899 in Aurivillius, 1898-9 (as ab. of Ypthima batesii).  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 77 (1-561).  Madagascar: “Madagakar”.  Treated as a synonym of S. batesii by Ackery et al. (1995) but regarded to be a synonym of S. nepos by Lees et al. (2003).
io Paulian, 1950 (as sp. of Strabena).  Naturaliste Malagache 2: 51 (51-52).  Madagascar: “Mandritsara”.  Treated as a valid species by Ackery et al. (1995) but regarded to be a synonym of S. nepos by Lees et al. (2003).
Strabena eros Viette, 1971

Strabena eros Viette, 1971.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 76: 149 (146-154).

Type locality:  Madagascar: “Madagascar Centre, massif de l’Andringitra (partie orientale), forêt d’Anjavidilava, 2005 m”.

Distribution: Madagascar (central).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena germanus Oberthür, 1916

Strabena germanus Oberthür, 1916.  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 188 (177-244).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Antsianka”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Unknown (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena affinis Oberthür, 1916

Strabena affinis Oberthür, 1916.  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 186 (177-244).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Fianarantsoa et Antsianaka”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena consobrina Oberthür, 1916

Strabena consobrina Oberthür, 1916.  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 188 (177-244).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Antsianaka”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena mandraka Paulian, 1951

Strabena mandraka Paulian, 1951.  Mémoires de l’Institut Scientifique de Madagascar (A) 6: 391 (387-394).

Type locality: Madagascar: “La Mandraka”.

Distribution: Madagascar (central).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena niveata (Butler, 1879)

Ypthima niveata Butler, 1879.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 4: 229 (227-246).

Strabena niveata.  Lees et al., 2003.

Type locality: Madagascar: “Antananarivo”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
corynetes Mabille, 1885 (as sp. of Strabena).  In Grandidier, [1885-7].  Histoire, Physique, Naturelle et Politique de Madagascar pl. 8 (18 [1887]: 364 pp.; 19 [1885]: 55pls.).  Madagascar: “environs de Finarantsoa, capitale du pays des Betsitéo”.  Treated as a valid species by Ackery et al. (1995) but regarded to be a synonym of S. niveata by Lees et al. (2003).
propinqua Oberthür, 1916 (as sp. of Strabena).  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 185 (177-244).  Madagascar: “nord de Madagascar, aux Antakares, d’Isokitra à Diégo-Suarez”.  Treated as a valid species by Ackery et al. (1995) but regarded to be a synonym [the female] of S. niveata by Lees et al. (2003).
rectilineata Oberthür, 1916 (as var. of Strabena corynetes).  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 183 (177-244).  Madagascar: “Antsianaka et aux Antakares”.  Treated as a synonym of S. corynetes by Ackery et al. (1995) but regarded to be a synonym of S. niveata by Lees et al. (2003).
Strabena albivittula (Mabille, 1880)

Satyrus albivittula Mabille, 1880.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (5) 9: 344 (291-348).

Strabena albivittula.  Ackery et al., 1995.

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Unknown (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena cachani Paulian, 1950

Strabena cachani Paulian, 1950.  Naturaliste Malagache 2: 52 (51-52).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Moramanga”.

Distribution: Madagascar (central).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
albiviltuloides Paulian, 1951 (as sp. of Strabena).  Mémoires de l’Institut Scientifique de Madagascar (A) 6: 391 (387-394).  Madagascar: “Madagascar-Centre: Moramanga”.  Treated as a good species by Ackery et al. (1995: 309) but regarded to be a synonym of S. cachani by Lees et al. (2003).
Strabena excellens (Butler, 1885)

Ypthima excellens Butler, 1885.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 21: 198 (198).

Synonym of Strabena albivittula (Mabille).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Strabena excellens.  D’Abrera, 1997:234.

Type locality: Madagascar: “Ankafana, Betsileo Country”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
parens Oberthür, 1916 (as sp. of Strabena).  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 184 (177-244).  Madagascar: “Malgaches”.  Treated as a synonym of Strabena albivittula (Mabille) by Ackery et al. (1995: 309) but regarded to be a synonym of S. excellens by Lees et al. (2003).
Strabena triophthalma Mabille, [1885]

Strabena vinsoni var. triophthalma Mabille, [1885] in Grandidier, [1885-7].  Histoire, Physique, Naturelle et Politique de Madagascar pl. 4 (18 [1887]: 364 pp.; 19 [1885]: 55pls.).

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest and forest margins (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena ibitina (Ward, 1873)

Mycalesis ibitina Ward, 1873.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 60 (59-60, 151-152).

Strabena ibitina.  Lees et al., 2003.

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena tsaratananae Paulian, 1951

Strabena tsaratananae Paulian, 1951.  Mémoires de l’Institut Scientifique de Madagascar (A) 6: 389 (387-394).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Mt. Tsaratanana, versant S., bord du torrent d’Andavaka, 1700 m”.

Distribution: Madagascar (Samirano area).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena vinsoni (Guenée, 1865)

Yphtima [sic] vinsoni Guenée, 1865.  In: Vinson, A., Voyage à Madagascar au Couronnement de Radama II 39 (25-48). Paris.

Strabena vinsoni.  Lees et al., 2003.

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena rakoto (Ward, 1870)

Erebia rakoto Ward, 1870.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 7: 30 (30-32).

Strabena rakota.  Lees et al., 2003.

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest margins, transformed grassland and anthropogenic environments (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena soror Oberthür, 1916

Strabena soror Oberthür, 1916.  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 193 (177-244).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Antsianaka”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Unknown (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena perroti Oberthür, 1916

Strabena perroti Oberthür, 1916.  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 196 (177-244).

Type locality: Madagascar: “à Fianarantsoa l’autre à Antsianaka”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena modesta Oberthür, 1916

Strabena modesta Oberthür, 1916.  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 197 (177-244).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Antsianaka”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Unknown (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena modestissima Oberthür, 1916

Strabena modestissima Oberthür, 1916.  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 198 (177-244).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Sainte-Marie de Madagascar et Antsianaka”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena mabillei (Aurivillius, 1899)

Ypthima mabillei Aurivillius, 1899 in Aurivillius, 1898-9.  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 76 (1-561).

Synonym of Strabena aurivilliusi d’Abrera, 1980 (Ackery et al., 1995).

Strabena mabillei.  Lees et al., 2003 stat. rev.

Type locality: Madagascar: “Sainte-Marie de Madagascar et Antsianaka”.  Type in the Stockholm Museum (Lees et al., 2003).

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
aurivilliusi d’Abrera, 1980 (as [unecassary] replacement name for Strabena mabillei Aurivillius).  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region 196 (593 pp.). Melbourne.  Treated as a good species by Ackery et al. (1995: 309).  Synonymised with Strabena mabillei by Lees et al. (2003).
Strabena mopsus (Mabille, 1878)

Satyrus mopsus Mabille, 1878.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (5) 8: 76 (75-77).

Strabena mopsus (Mabiile, 1878).  Lees et al., 2003.

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena consors Oberthür, 1916

Strabena consors Oberthür, 1916.  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 195 (177-244).

Type locality: Madagascar: “d’Antsianaka et de Fianarantsoa”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Unknown (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena impar Oberthür, 1916

Strabena impar Oberthür, 1916.  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 197 (177-244).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Fianarantsoa”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena smithii Mabille, 1877

Strabena smithii Mabille, 1877.  Petites Nouvelles Entomologiques 2: 157 (157-158).

Strabena smithi Mabille, 1877.  Ackery et al., 1995: 310 [misspelling].

Strabena smithii Mabille, 1877.  Lees et al., 2003.

Type locality: Madagascar [subsequently: “E parte orientali insulae Madgascar” (Lees et al., 2003)].

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest and forest margins (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
wardii Butler, 1879 (as sp. of Pseudonympha).  Cistula Entomologica 2: 390 (389-394).  Madagascar: “Fianarantsoa”.
Strabena andilabe Paulian, 1951

Strabena andilabe Paulian, 1951.  Mémoires de l’Institut Scientifique de Madagascar (A) 6: 388 (387-394).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Mt. Tsaratanana, col d’Andilabe, à la lisière des broussailles éricoïdes”.

Distribution: Madagascar (Sambirano area).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena daphne Viette, 1971

Strabena daphne Viette, 1971.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 76: 151 (146-154).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascar Centre, massif de l’Andringitra (partie orientale), forêt d’Anjavidilava, 2005 m”.

Distribution: Madagascar (central).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena dyscola Mabille, 1880

Strabena dyscola Mabille, 1880.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 23: 105 (104-109).

Type locality: Madagascar: :Dans la partie N.-E. de l’ile, à Foulpointe”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Unknown (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena sufferti (Aurivillius, 1899)

Ypthima sufferti Aurivillius, 1899 in Aurivillius, 1898-9.  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 76 (1-561).

Strabena sufferti (Aurivillius, 1899).  Lees et al., 2003.

Type locality:  Madagascar: “Madagaskar”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest and forest margins (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena tamatave (Boisduval, 1833)

Satyrus tamatave Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 208 (149-270).

Strabena tamatave (Boisduval, 1833).  Lees et al., 2003.

Type locality: Madagascar: “Aux environs deTamatave [Toamasina]”.

Distribution: Madagascar (east - Tamatave).

Habitat: Transformed grasslands, anthropogenic environments and marshlands (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena zanjuka Mabille, [1885]

Strabena zanjuka Mabille, [1885] in Grandidier, [1885-7].  Histoire, Physique, Naturelle et Politique de Madagascar pl. 4 (18 [1887]: 364 pp.; 19 [1885]: 55pls.).

Strabena zanjuca Mabille, 1887: 25-26.

Strabena zanjuga Mabille, 1885.  Ackery et al., 1995: 310.

Strabena zanjuka Mabille, 1885.  Lees et al., 2003.

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Unknown (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena perrieri Paulian, 1951

Strabena perrieri Paulian, 1951.  Mémoires de l’Institut Scientifique de Madagascar (A) 6: 390 (387-394).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Mt. Tsaratanana, de 1500 à 1800 m, versant S.-O. en forêt”.

Distribution: Madagascar (Sambirano area).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Strabena andriana Mabille, [1885]

Strabena andriana Mabille, [1885] in Grandidier, [1885-7].  Histoire, Physique, Naturelle et Politique de Madagascar pl. 4 (18 [1887]: 364 pp.; 19 [1885]: 55pls.).

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
vicina Oberthür, 1916 (as sp. of Strabena).  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 191 (177-244).  Madagascar: “d’Antsianaka et de Fianarantsoa”.  Treated as a good species by Ackery et al. (1995) but tentatively synonymised with Strabena andriana Mabille, [1885] by Lees et al. (2003).
Strabena argyrina Mabille, 1878

Strabena argyrina Mabille, 1878.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (5) 8: 75 (75-77).

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Natural grassland and marshlands (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Cassionympha van Son, 1955
Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 96 (1-166).
Type-species: Satyrus cassius Godart, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus containing three species.

Cassionympha camdeboo (Dickson, 1981)

Pseudonympha camdeboo Dickson, 1981 in Dickson, 1981-2.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 93: 219 ( 93: 219-221; 94: 32-35, 41-44).

Cassionympha camdeboo (Dickson, 1981).  Henning & Henning, 1997: 137 comb. nov.
Type locality: South Africa: “Eastern Cape Province: Aberdeen”.

Diagnosis: Differs from C. detecta in the following respects: the fulvous red colouring on the forewing upperside is unbroken and lacks any intrusion of the dark-brown ground-colour in the vicinity of the end of the cell; the short, dark streak basad of the golden-yellow ring of the ocellus of the forewing upperside, which is outwardly concave and not straight as in detecta; the hindwing underside is plain, without the tiny ocellate spots and median stripe normally seen in detecta (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Eastern Cape Province – Camdeboo Mountains, north of Aberdeen (Wykeham; TL).

Common name: Camdeboo brown.

Habitat: 

Habits: Flies quite rapidly, usually in open ground on the edges of thick bush (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: November and December (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cassionympha cassius (Godart, 1824)

Satyrus cassius Godart, 1824 in Latreille and Godart, [1819], [1824].  Encyclopédie Méthodique. Histoire Naturelle [Zoologie] 9 Entomologie: 526 (1-328 [1819], 329-828 [1824]). Paris.
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Cassionympha cassius.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Sterkspruit Nature Reserve, Mpumalanga, South Africa.  22 September, 2001.  M.C.Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: No locality given.

Diagnosis: The number of ocelli on each wing is variable (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Woodbush (Swanepoel, 1953); Duiwelskloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Entabeni Forest (Swanepoel, 1953); Louis Trichardt (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Sabie (Swanepoel, 1953); Graskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Marieps Kop (Swanepoel, 1953); Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).

Free State Province – Golden Gate Highlands National Park (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Kokstad (Swanepoel, 1953); Margate (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953) Balgowan (Swanepoel, 1953); Karkloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Uitenhage (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Katberg (Swanepoel, 1953); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Stutterheim (Swanepoel, 1953); Butterworth (Swanepoel, 1953) Tsomo River (Swanepoel, 1953); Cala (Swanepoel, 1953) Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Cape Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Paarl (Swanepoel, 1953); Worcester (Swanepoel, 1953); Swellendam (Swanepoel, 1953); Knysna (Swanepoel, 1953); Oudtshoorn (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Rainforest brown.

Habitat: Forest and riverine bush.

Habits: Flies close to the ground, with a bobbing flight pattern, in shady places in forest and bush (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year.

Early stages:

Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 97.


“Egg.  The eggs are laid singly on grass.  They are pale yellow when laid, 1 mm in diameter and 1.05 mm high, and have some thirty-five indistinct and interrupted keels which go halfway up the side of the egg, then break into a hexagonal network pattern to the top.  The colour of the egg gradually darkens and after three days light brown bands and blots appear; these gradually darken.  Larva:  First instar.  The young larva eats its way out near the top and partially devours the shell.  It is 2 mm long, dull yellowish when hatched, with red stripes.  It gradually turns pale green, with greenish-brown stripes.  The larva feeds on edge of blade and develops more in length than in breadth.  Second instar.  After the first moult the larva is 5½ mm long, green with dark green-and-white stripes, and a yellow-green head.  The body is covered with black setae mounted on small white moles; subspiracular line white touched with yellow, forked tail tipped with pink.  Third instar.  After the second moult the larva is 9 mm long, and much the same as in the second instar except for the larger number of smaller setae.  The white subspiracular white line is edged below with pink and above by dark green.  Some larvae have a distinct pinkish tinge intermingled with the green of the body.  Final instar.  After the third moult the larvae generally have a reddish colour, but some are green as before.  The head has sometimes very reduced moles.  They are 15 mm long, and feed on the edge of a blade of grass or rest on stalk.  When ready to pupate they are 23 mm long and turn a dull pale green touched with red, or plain green.  Having chosen a suitable place, the larva spins a silk mat and, fastening its anal claspers in this, it hangs down, then doubles up in a complete circle, with the head nearly against the anal claspers; it remains suspended till pupation.  The larval stage lasts some forty days, each instar taking about ten days.  Pupa.  The pupa is suspended by cremastral hooks only, and hangs downward.  It is green with black facings, or plain green, and does not vary in size.  Before emergence, the pupa turns black.  The pupal stage lasts thirteen days.”

Larval food:

Pentaschistis capensis (Nees) Stapf. (Poaceae) [Dickson, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 61].

Juncus capensis Thunb. (Juncaceae) [Dickson, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 61].
hyperbioides Wallengren, 1857 (as sp. of Pseudonympha).  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 32 (55 pp.)  South Africa: “Caffraria”.
Cassionympha detecta (Trimen, 1914)

Pseudonympha detecta Trimen, 1914.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 50: 281 (281-282).

Cassionympha detecta (Trimen, 1914).  Henning & Henning, 1997: 137 comb. nov.
Type locality: South Africa: “Bain’s Kloof, the mountain road between Wellington and Worcester in the south-western district of Cape Colony”.

Diagnosis: Unlike C. cassius, which has two ocelli on the hindwing upperside, there is an orange-red patch.  In most specimens this patch contains two minute ocelli (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province – south-west, Western Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Eastern Cape Province – Cockscomb Mountain, near Uitenhage (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Western Cape Province – Bain’s Kloof (TL); Klapmuts (Swanepoel, 1953); Stellenbosch (Swanepoel, 1953); Steenbras (Swanepoel, 1953); Franschhoek (Swanepoel, 1953); Paarl (Swanepoel, 1953); Ceres (Swanepoel, 1953); Worcester (Swanepoel, 1953); Malgas (Swanepoel, 1953); Caledon district (Swanepoel, 1953); Mossel Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Still Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Pakhuis Pass, in the Cedarberg (Pennington); Swartberg Pass (Pennington); Nuweveld Mountains, near Beaufort West (Pringles).

Common name: Cape brown.

Habitat: From sea-level to considerable altitudes, usually in patches of scrub or bush (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Closely resembles C. cassius in flight but flies faster and more purposefully (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: September to April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 134.  [as Pseudonympha detecta]


“Egg.  Eggs are laid singly on blades of grass or on the stalks.  They are very pale watery green when laid, but turn a deeper green with time, and a broad red band develops just below the micropyle.  On one side the red stretches downward and passes through a gap in a thinner red line about two-thirds down the side.  Just before hatching the eggs are a dull yellow.  There are 40-45 longitudinal ribs on the middle third, cross-braced by about twelve indentations between the ribs.  Above and below, the pattern breaks up into more or less irregular indentations.  The eggs are fairly constant in size, being 1.1 mm high; the cross section is elliptical, the major diameter being 0.95 mm and the minor 0.8 mm.  The egg-stage is twelve days.  Larva:  First instar.  The young larva eats its way out near the top and after a short rest eats the discarded shell.  It is 3 mm long and of a pale dullish yellow with reddish dorsal, subdorsal, lateral and spiracular lines, while the under side of the ridge is touched with the same colour.  The head is pale dull yellow with grey markings and whitish setae.  The spiracular line gradually broadens to envelop the spiracles, and the lateral line splits, while the general ground-colour becomes green.  The body setae are black with a rounded white tip, giving the appearance of a white-capped club.  These are set on yellowish-white moles.  The spines on the final segment depart from the general rule and are a dull watery yellow.  The larvae rest generally at the junction of the blades of grass head downward.  They feed on the edge of the blade, sometimes tackling the end of a young shoot.  Before moulting, they spin a silken mat into which they fasten their claspers.  The discarded skin is not eaten.  Second instar.  The larva is green with darker green dorsal, subdorsal, two thin lateral and a broad spiracular line.  The ridge at first is a light green, but later assumes a whitish colour.  The head is the same as the general ground-colour.  The head is the same as the general ground-colour.  In another form the spiracular line is brick-red, in which case the head is reddish-salmon.  There are many intermediate forms.  The body is now covered with flat spoon-shaped setae on rounded moles, arranged in five rough rows from the dorsal line to the spiracle, with one seta per wrinkle, except the thicker wrinkles where there are two.  On the lateral ridge there are two rows of setae.  On the ventral portion there are single setae on major wrinkles, and on the prolegs there is a half-moon of five.  These are pointed setae.  Third instar.  As in the previuos instar, there is a marked variation in colour.  Some larvae have a dull-yellow ground-colour with a darker shade of yellow; dorsal line edged with white.  The subdorsal line is edged below with white and the lateral line is composed of two thin dark yellow lines.  The broad spiracular line is reddish and is punctuated below by a white lateral ridge touched below with pale dull yellow.  The ventral portion is pale dull yellow with a touch of green.  The setae are dull brown and are more plentiful, those on the white portions are on white moles, those on the yellow portion are on moles of the same colour, and those on the red have red moles.  The head is salmon-red.  In the other extreme, the larva is pale green with lines of a darker shade, the lateral line is white, and the spiracular line which reaches down to the white ridge, is a deeper green.  An intermediate form is pale green with dorsal, subdorsal and twin lateral lines of green edged with white as in the former case, but the white is not so intense.  The spiracular line is purple-red and the lateral ridge whitish-salmon.  The head is the same shade of green as the general ground-colour.  The larvae in this instar start feeding on the tips of the blades and eat downward.  Fourth instar.  There are two extremes, mainly green and pinkish-brown.  The green varieties have a whitish ground-colour with pale and dark green stripes, but as the larva grows, the underside of the lateral ridge becomes touched with yellow, and in some the white stripes assume a yellowish tint.  The head is green and the fork of the final segment is pink.  The pinkish-brown variety has a yellow or white ground-colour with brown lines, and with light pinkish-brown intermediate lines.  The dorsal and lateral stripes are sometimes intensified in colour posteriorly on the middle segments.  The ventral portion is pale pinkish-brown.  The head is pale pinkish-brown with a touch of green.  Anal fork inclined to pink.  When fully fed and ready to pupate the larva gradually shrinks in size and the markings fade.  The larva in the green type assumes a very pale watery green and the brown variety turns a pale brownish-pink.  It finds a suitable place, spins a mat into which it fastens its anal claspers, then doubles up and hangs downward until pupation.  The duration of the various instars varies considerably with individual larvae of the same brood, and winter broods are of longer duration than the summer broods.  It is consequently difficult to fix the duration of individual instars.  Eliminating very much retarded larvae, most of which died in one or other of the instars, the following times were noted for the winter brood: egg 12 days; first larval instar, 15-24 days; second larval instar, 19-23 days; third larval instar, 22-37 days; fourth larval instar, 26-52 days; pupa, 17-29 days.  The size of the larvae in the various instars is as follows: first 3-5.75 mm; in the second it increases in size to 9.5 or as much as 10.5 mm; in the third to between 13.5 and 14.5 mm; and in the final instar from 23-24 mm.  There would appear to be at least two broods a year.  Eggs laid in March hatch and the larvae progress slowly through the winter months.  The first imago emerges in September, but owing to the variable development in the larval instars, maturity is reached throughout October and early November.  Meanwhile eggs from females that emerged earlier have hatched, and the larvae have developed far more rapidly and produced mature insects to emerge in December and January; broods from later butterflies appear until March, and have been captured up to the end of April.  Pupa.  The pupa is suspended head downward by cremastral hooks.  The green larvae produce plain green pupae and the brown an almost black pupa.  The peculiar thing, however, is that the green pupa has a smooth surface, while the black pupa has seven moles on each side of the abdomen, decreasing in size toward the cremaster and rendered conspicuous by white patches.  The body is heavily spotted with white and the wing cases are whitish, black spots marking the end of the veins, and there is a small black patch at the end of the cell.  On the centre of the thorax there is a white spot supported on either side by a smaller white spot.  Pupae are 11-12 mm long.  The pupal stage lasts 17-26 days.”

Larval food:

Ficinia elongata (Cyperaceae) [Van Son, 1955: 135].

Ficinia ramosissima Kunth. (Cyperaceae) [Dickson, in Van Son, 1955: 135].

Ischyrolepis sp. (syn. Restio), probably I. tenuissima (Kunth.) Linder (Restionaceae) [Dickson, in Van Son, 1955: 135].

(Probably) Ficinia acuminata (Nees) Nees (Cyperaceae) [Dickson, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 66].

Restio species (Restionaceae) [Kroon, 1999].
Genus Pseudonympha Wallengren, 1857
Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 31 (55 pp.).
Type-species: Papilio hippia Cramer, by subsequent designation (Butler, 1868.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 4: 194 (193-197).).

An Afrotropical genus containing 15 species, confined to southern Africa.  Species groups follow G.A. Henning, 1997 and 2002.

Considered to be synonymous with Melampius Hübner by Hemming, 1934 but re-instated as a good genus by Van Son, 1955, who gives the following characters for the genus:

Antennae with 30-38 joints; the shaft thin with a broad spoon-shaped 11-jointed club.

Palpi porrect with the first joint twice as long as it is broad; the second joint large and stout and four times the length of the first; third joint minute and less than one-sixth the length of the second; elongate-ellipsoidal.  All joints densely clothed with long scales below and short scales above.

Anterior legs of male strongly reduced; tibiae much shorter than femora; tarsi five-jointed, as long as tibiae, last four joints slender, spinose below.  Other legs small and slender; tarsi without paronchia but possessing pulvilli.

Wing venation:  Forewing:  SC strongly swollen at base; R1 from cell well before upper angle ; UDC very short, inwardly oblique; MDC almost four times the length of UDC, strongly incurved; LDC a little shorter than MDC, straight, inwardly oblique; M3 from lower angle; Cu1 nearer to M3 than to Cu2.  Hindwing:  precostal spur from well beyond origin of upper median; UDC half the length of MDC; MDC incurved; LDC as long as MDC, straight, inwardly oblique; M3 from lower angle; Cu1 twice as near to M3  than to Cu2.

Genitalia:  Male:  uncus beak-shaped, well defined; falces present; valve elongate-triangular, with the distal end narrow; juxta well developed, underlying aedeagus; aedegus straight, tapered; saccus laterally compressed, moderately long.  Female:  anal lobes comparatively small; posterior apophyses short; vestibulum sclerotized at sides and anteriorly, with a broad, low anterior wall; ductus moderately long or short, membranous; bursa with paired narrow signa but signa absent in a minority of species.

Early stages:  Egg dome-shaped, with numerous longitudinal ridges braced with transverse ribs, which are irregular near the top.  Larva with five instars; cylindrical; club-shaped setae in first instar and shortly setose and finely barbed in later instars.  Pupa truncate anteriorly; suspended by cremastral hooks.

Distribution:  Southern African, with the majority of species in the Cape Provinces.  The northern limit of the genus is the Inyanga Highlands of Zimbabwe.

Habitat and habits:  Typically inhabit grassland, at altitudes varying from near sea level to over 3, 000 m.  The flight is rapid and skipping and most species are capable of prolonged flight.  Both sexes are attracted to flowers in the grass.

magus species-group

Pseudonympha magus (Fabricius, 1793)

Papilio magus Fabricius, 1793.  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 223 (488 pp.).

Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Eastern Cape Province – Uitenhage (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Port Alfred (Swanepoel, 1953); Port Elizabeth (Van Son, 1955).

Western Cape Province – Cape Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Stellenbosch (Swanepoel, 1953); Paarl (Swanepoel, 1953); Bain’s Kloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Mossel Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Worcester (Swanepoel, 1953); Knysna (Swanepoel, 1953); Plettenberg Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Retreat (Van Son, 1955); Blaauwberg (Van Son, 1955); Swellendam (Van Son, 1955); Grootvadersbos (Van Son, 1955); Riversdale (Van Son, 1955); Garcias Forestry (Van Son, 1955); Jonkersberg (Van Son, 1955); George (Van Son, 1955).

Common name: Silver-bottom brown.

Habitat: Grassland at low to moderate altitudes.

Habits: Bobs along, rather slowly, just above the grass.  Females are comparatively inactive, settling for long periods on the ground or on grass blades.  Both sexes are stongly attracted to flowers.  They may be abundant where they occur (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: September to April (there are two overlapping broods) (Pringle, et al., 1994). 

Early stages:

Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 119.


“Egg.  Eggs are laid singly on a blade of grass.  They are variable in size, but on average are 1 mm high and 0.8 mm in diameter.  Watery white with a touch of green when laid, they gradually darken to a pale dull yellow; two reddish bands appear round the side, and the crown is spotted with red.  The sides of the egg are fortified with 30-31 wavy ribs near the rounded portion of the top, these ribs being cross-braced, some ribs being fused together before the bracing starts.  The ribs and their cross-bracing break up into an irregular pattern of indentation over the crown.  The egg-stage varies, but is normally about fifteen days.  Larva:  First instar.  The young larva eats its way out near the top of the egg and generally partly eats the discarded shell.  It then crawls to a young blade and commences to feed on the edge.  Its progress is slow and its development is rather in length than girth.  On emerging the young larva is 3 mm long and of a pale yellow, almost white, with thin, pink dorsal, two lateral and a spiracular, lines.  The portion just below the lateral ridge is touched with pink.  The head is pale yellowish-green with pale brown setae.  As the larva feeds on grass, the colour changes to green, and the lines become red-brown.  The setae on the first segment are brown spines set on whitish moles, and form a slight fringe over the head.  The rest of the setae to the 10th segment are brown studs set on white moles.  On segments 11 and 12 only the dorsal setae are long and bend backward, the remainder are stud-shaped.  On the final segment which has a forked extremity, the setae are long.  The first instar lasts normally sixteen days, but with adverse weather conditions it may be considerably longer.  The larvae to between 5 and 6 mm.  Second instar.  The larva is a yellow-green with green dorsal, subdorsal and lateral lines.  The dorsal line is faintly edged with white, the subdorsal is edged below with white and the lateral line is white-edged above and below.  The lateral ridge is white edged above with green shading to yellow-green upwards.  The head is green with brownish setae which are relatively much smaller than in the first instar.  The setae of the body are spoon-shaped, each rising out of a white flattened mole and lying horizontally, pointing backward.  They are arranged in rows, one per wrinkle, in the vicinity of the white edgings, but on the lateral ridge they are in an irregular double row, and just above the green subdorsal line there is another row.  The ventral portion of the body is sparingly studded with more pointed spines on whitish flattened moles.  The final segment is forked and pinkish.  This instar generally lasts fifteen days, but the duration is variable.  The larvae grow to 10 mm.  Third instar.  Very similar to the previous instar, but the markings are less distinct, except for the subdorsal line which is thin and dark green.  The lateral ridge is only white on the upper portion.  Irregular intermediate rows of setae have developed on the sides, and the lateral ridge is studded with setae.  The head is green, and the forked final segment is whitish with pink extremities.  This instar, as the previous ones, is variable, but normally takes fourteen days, and the larvae grow to 14 mm.  Final instar.  The larva is green with a touch of yellow.  The lines are green, but faint, and the edging is an almost indiscernible pale yellow-green.  The lateral ridge is white, and the forked extremity is white shading to pink-tips.  The head is green.  The spiracles are white-centered, with blackish-brown rim, and the outer side is dull yellow, the whole being raised slightly above the body.  The setae are relatively small and have slightly increased in numbers.  When fully fed after attaining a length of between 22 and 25 mm, the larva gradually turns a pale watery green and loses all body markings.  It spins a mat, into which it fastens its anal claspers, and hangs downward.  After two days it doubles up with its head just below the cremaster and remains in this position until pupation.  This instar lasts about twenty-six days, but the duration is variable.  Pupa.  The pupa is suspended head downward secured to a silken mat by cremastral hooks.  It is yellow-green with a blue-green dorsal line over the abdomen.  There are thin brown subdorsal, lateral and spiracular lines stretching from the cremaster to a little beyond the extremity of the wing case.  The shoulders of the wings are edged with black.  The pupal stage lasts about twenty-four days, but the period may be extended to over two months.  There are normally two broods of four larval instars, the summer broods taking five and the winter ones seven or eight months.  Some larvae may take eleven or twelve months, but these have five larval instars.”

Dickson, 1972.

Larval food:

Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Van Son, 1955: 120].
Cynodon dactylon (L.) Pers. (Poaceae) [Dickson, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 64].

sabacus Trimen, 1866 (as sp. of Erebia).  Rhopalocera Africae Australis Part 2. Satyridae, Eurytelidae, Lycaenidae, and Hesperidae [sic] 200 (183-353 pp.). Cape Town.  South Africa: “Cape Town.  Mossel Bay.  Knysna.  Plattenburg Bay.  Graham’s Town”.
Pseudonympha magoides van Son, 1955

Pseudonympha magoides van Son, 1955.  Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 121 (1-166).

Type locality: South Africa: “Kastrol Nek, Wakkerstroom District, Transvaal, January, 1925, G.P.F. van Dam”.

Diagnosis: Similar to P. magus but underside of hindwing brighter silvery grey, with more prominent ocelli (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province - east), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Haenertsburg – Paardevlei (Swanepoel, 1953); Wolkberg (Van Son, 1955).

Mpumalanga – Kastrol Nek, Wakkerstroom (TL); Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Graskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Belfast (Van Son, 1955); Piet Retief (Van Son, 1955); Machadodorp (Van Son, 1955); Nelspruit (Van Son, 1955).

Free State Province – Golden Gate mountains (Van Son, 1955).

KwaZulu-Natal –  Kokstad (Swanepoel, 1953); Karkloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Hermansburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Noodsberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Giant’s Castle (Swanepoel, 1953); Mont-aux-Sources (Swanepoel, 1953); Loteni (Swanepoel, 1953); Balgowan (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Muden (Van Son, 1955); Greytown (Van Son, 1955); Port Shepstone (Van Son, 1955); Nongoma (Van Son, 1955); Eshowe (Van Son, 1955); Vryheid (Van Son, 1955); Majuba (Van Son, 1955).

Eastern Cape Province – Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Butterworth (Swanepoel, 1953); Katberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Stormberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Dordrecht (Swanepoel, 1953); Umtata (Van Son, 1955); Ngqéleni (Van Son, 1955).

Western Cape Province – Prince Alfred’s Pass, in the Outeniqua Mountains (Dickson).

Lesotho – Widespread (Van Son, 1955).

Common name: False silver-bottom brown.

Habitat: Montane grassland.

Habits: The flight is bobbing, and weaving.  When in flight the silvery colour on the hindwing underside is readily visible (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: September to May, with overlapping spring and autumn broods (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 122 [egg and larval instars].


“Egg.  The eggs are laid singly, and are either pale yellow or pale green, the former developing pink, the latter scarlet lake rings.  The size is 0.9-0.95 mm in diameter and 1-1.1 mm high.  There are 20-23 longitudinal ribs cross-braced with 18-21 faintly indented lines.  The first signs of markings appear after two days, and the eggs also darken slightly.  Larva:  First instar.  2.25 mm long, white above, pale salmon ventrally.  Head pale yellow.  Dorsal setae on segments 1-3 point forward, those on segments 4-10 inward, and on segments 11-13 backward on both sides.  Dorsal, subdorsal and lateral stripes pinkish-red, subspiracular line inclined to salmon.  At the end of the instar the larva is pale green with greenish-brown lines, deepening to the anal end.  The dorsal stripe is edged on both sides with greenish-white, the subdorsal with greenish-white below. Lateral edges above and below greenish-white.  Subspiraclar line very faint darker green.  Ridge greenish-white.  The extreme tips of prolegs are touched with faint salmon.  The instar lasts about sixteen days and the larva grows to 5 mm.  In the later instars the lines become gradually darker.  The second instar larvae grow to 8.5 mm in about fifteen days, the third attain a length of 12 mm in fourteen days, and the fourth 16.5 mm in thirty-eight days.  Fifth instar larvae were reared to the size of 24 mm, but died afterwards.  The spiracle of the fifth instar larva is salmon-yellow with golden brown rim and base.”  “Mr. Clark suggests that the species has normally two broods of five instars each, but, as in magus, the cycle may be protracted, there being a single brood with an additional moult.”

Larval food:

Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Clark, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 64; in captivity].
Pseudonympha cyclops van Son, 1955

Pseudonympha cyclops van Son, 1955.  Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 127 (1-166).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Butler North, Umtali district, S. Rhodesia”.

Distribution: Zimbabwe, Mozambique (on the Tsetera and Chimanimani Mountains on the Zimbabwe-Mozambique border).

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Butler North; (Pennington; TL); Chitora Hills; Chimanimani Mountains (D. Cookson).

Mozambique – Tsetsera (Carcasson).

Common name: Cyclops brown.

Habitat: Grassy slopes at altitudes between 7, 000 and 7, 500 feet (Van Son, 1955).

Habits: Settles frequently, on the ground or on rocks (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight Period: Double-brooded, appearing in October-November and March-April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
varii species-group

Pseudonympha varii van Son, 1955

Pseudonympha varii van Son, 1955.  Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 123 (1-166).

Type locality: South Africa: “Greytown, Natal”.

Diagnosis: Can be distinguished from P. magoides by the shape of the outer median band and the additional ocellus on the underside of the hindwing (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Lesotho, South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal, Free State Province, Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Lesotho – Oxbow.

Free State Province – Golden Gate Highlands National Park (Pringle, et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Muden; Noodsberg; Bushman’s Pass; Garden Castle (Van Son, 1955); Midlands; Utrecht (Pringle, et al., 1994); Giant’s Castle (Pennington); Inhlosane Mountain (Pennington); Methley Lake, near Greytown (Pennington).

Eastern Cape Province – Great Winterberg Mountains; Amatola Mountains; Mount Kubusi (Pringle, et al., 1994); Queenstown (Brauer).

Common name: Vári’s brown.

Habitat: Damp ground in the vicinity of dams and stream banks, in grassland (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Has a bobbing flight, just above ground level.

Flight Period: Double-brooded – from October to December and late February to April.  Odd specimens may be encountered in the intervening months (January and February) (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

caeca Woodhall, 2000 (as f. of Pseudonympha varii).  Metamorphosis 11 (1): 30 (28-32).
Pseudonympha swanepoeli van Son, 1955

Pseudonympha swanepoeli van Son, 1955.  Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 125 (1-166).

Type locality: South Africa: “Woodbush Village (Houtbosdorp), Pietersburg district, Transvaal”.

Diagnosis:  The presence of only two ocelli in the anal angle of the hindwing underside separates this species from other members of the P. varii group (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga).

Specific localities: 

Limpopo Province – Houtbosdorp (TL) (Swanepoel).

Mpumalanga – Mount Sheba, south of Pilgrim’s Rest (Pennington); Long Tom Pass (Pringle, et al., 1994); Verlorenvallei Nature Reserve (Pringle, et al., 1994); Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams).

Common name: Swanepoel’s brown.

Habitat: Marshy ground in montane grassland (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Nothing published.

Flight period: At the type locality the species flies in February and March.  In the Mpumalanga localities it is on the wing from November to February (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Conservation status: Classified as vulnerable in the South African Red Data List.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pseudonympha arnoldi van Son, 1941

Pseudonympha arnoldi van Son, 1941.  Occasional Papers of the National Museum of Southern Rhodesia 10: 20 (20-21).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Inyanga, Umtali District, Southern Rhodesia”.

Diagnosis: Characterized by the absence of orange-red markings on both the upper- and underside of the wings (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Zimbabwe (north-east).

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – western slopes on Inyangani Mountain at 2 000 m (Arnold; TL).

Common name: Arnold’s brown.

Habitat: Damp spots in montane grassland (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: February is the only recorded month (there is no evidence of a spring brood in this species) (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
trimenii species group

Pseudonympha trimenii Butler, 1868

Pseudonympha trimenii Butler, 1868.  Catalogue of diurnal lepidoptera of the family Satyridae in the collection of the British Museum 94 (211 pp.). London.

Type locality:  South Africa: “Near Cape Town”.

Diagnosis: Expanse 38-48 mm; antenna-wing ratio – male 0.45, female 0.42.  Characterized on the forewing upperside by the two distinct orange-red areas, one inside and one outside the cell.  The anal margin of the hindwing is pure white (Van Son, 1955). 

Distribution: South Africa.

Common name: Trimen’s brown.

Habitat: Montane grassland.

Habits: The flight is rapid and jerky.  Specimens frequently settle on the ground or on low vegetation (Pringle, et al. 1994).

Flight period: September to November (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Dickson, 1949: 173 (ssp. trimenii).

Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 117.


“Egg.  1 mm in diameter and 1.25 mm high, with some 48-50 longitudinal ribs round the middle, but towards the top these break up into an irregular pattern and fade away to small indentations at the base.  The longitudinal ribs are braced by about twenty cross-ridges.  The colour is pale watery green, later developing two pale brown rings composed of dots.  Larva:  First instar.  White with narrow dorsal, subdorsal, lateral and spiracular pink lines; there are some conspicuously clubbed setae near the posterior end which is not deeply forked, but has peculiar lateral outgrowths.  The final instar is 26.5 mm long, pale green with a darker green dorsal line bordered on sides by thin white lines, which are edged with green shading to light green.  Subdorsal line white bordered above by green shading to light green.  Lateral line green bordered above and below by white, then green shading to light green.  Lateral ridge yellow, whitish-yellow, pink or salmon-pink; in the last case it may be bordered above by purple-brown.  With pink or salmon-pink the greens are darker.  Setae very indistinct and pale yellow.  When nearing pupation, the larvae shrink to about 18 mm and turn a milky green.  The larvae take a long time to pupate; they double up as usual before pupating.  Pupa.  14.5 mm long and 5.7 mm wide, green with small black markings at the sides of the thorax; the head is rounded between two small lateral angles.  It is suspended by cremastral hooks.”

Larval food:

Merxmuellera stricta (Schrad.) Conert (Poaceae) [Van Son, 1955: 117 (as Danthonia stricta)].
Pseudonympha trimenii trimenii Butler, 1868

Pseudonympha trimenii Butler, 1868.  Catalogue of diurnal lepidoptera of the family Satyridae in the collection of the British Museum 94 (211 pp.). London.

Type locality: South Africa: “Near Cape Town”.

Diagnosis: Characterized by the square shape of the forewing and small, irregular dark markings in the brownish area of the hindwing underside (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Western Cape Province – Table Mountain; Muizenberg; Tygerberg; Paarl; Worcester; Ceres; Drakenstein mountains; Franschhoek; Cedarberg; Elandskloof; Seven Weeks Poort; Zwartberg Pass; Riversdale; Oudtshoorn (Van Son, 1955).
Pseudonympha trimenii namaquana van Son, 1966

Pseudonympha trimenii namaquana van Son, 1966.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 25: 88 (81-89).

Type locality: South Africa: “Garies (Namaqualand)”.

Diagnosis: The orange-red colouring on the forewing upperside is greatly reduced (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Northern Cape Province – Kamiesberg (Van Son, 1955); Garies (TL); Kamieskroon; Nieuwoudtville; Roggeveld Escarpment (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Pseudonympha trimenii nieuwveldensis Dickson, 1966

Pseudonympha trimenii nieuwveldensis Dickson, 1966.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 78: 273 (273-275).

Type locality: South Africa: “Molteno pass, Nieuveld Mtns., near Beaufort West, Western Cape Province”.

Diagnosis: The orange-red area on both surfaces of forewing is reduced and on the forewing underside the veins in the apical area are not white

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Western Cape Province – Nuweveld Mountains; Molteno Pass (TL); Oukloofpoort (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Pseudonympha trimenii ruthae Dickson, 1966

Pseudonympha trimenii ruthae Dickson, 1966.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 78: 85 (85-87).

Type locality: South Africa: “Steynsburg, Eastern Cape Province”.

Diagnosis: The forewings are relatively elongated and it is more brightly marked than the nominate subspecies (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Eastern Cape Province – Steynsburg; New England; Bedford district; Lootsberg Pass (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Pseudonympha poetula Trimen, 1891

Pseudonympha poetula Trimen, 1891.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1891: 169 (169-178).
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Pseudonympha poetula.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Sterkspruit Nature Reserve, Mpumalanga, South Africa.  22 September, 2001.  M.C.Williams (Williams Collection).
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Pseudonympha poetula.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 40mm.  Sterkspruit Nature Reserve, Mpumalanga, South Africa.  22 September, 2001.  M.C.Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: [South Africa]:  “Natal Drakensberg (alt. 7000 ft.).  Transvaal: Lydenberg District”.

Diagnosis:  Distinguished from P. gaika and P. trimenii on the upperside by the lighter ground colour, more extensive orange-red area of the forewing, the inwardly oblique slant of the ocellate spot and the presence of a distinct submarginal line (Van Son, 1955).

Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, Free State Province – north-east, KwaZulu-Natal), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Houtbosdorp (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Volksrust (Swanepoel, 1953); Roverklippe near Pilgrim’s Rest (Van Son, 1955); near Lydenburg (Ayres); Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams); Graskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Mariepskop (Pringle et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Thabamhlope (Swanepoel, 1953); Giant’s Castle (Van Son, 1955); Loteni (Van Son, 1955); Dargle (Van Son, 1955); Mount Nginya (Hutchinson); Ngele Mountains near Kokstad (Pennington); Mount Evelyn (Quickelberge).

Common name: Drakensberg brown.

Habitat: Montane grassland.

Habits: The flight is sustained and rapid.  Both sexes are readily attracted to flowers (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: August to October (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pseudonympha gaika Riley, 1938

Pseudonympha trimenii gaika Riley, 1938.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 87: 234 (233-245).

Type locality: South Africa: “Gaika Kop, Cape Province”.

Diagnosis: Close to P. trimenii.  Differs in that the orange-red areas on the upperside of the wings are brighter and of a different shape; on the upperside of the hindwing the ocelli are better developed and the white inner marginal edging of the hindwing is absent (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal – south, Eastern Cape Province), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Ngele Mountains near Kokstad (Pennington); Giant’s Castle, above 3 000 m (Swanepoel, 1953; Pringle, et al., 1994).

Eastern Cape Province – Gaika’s Kop (Pennington; TL); Amatola Mountains (Swanepoel, 1953); Hogsback (Swanepoel, 1953); Noupoort – Carlton (Swanepoel, 1953); Middelburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Jagpoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Graaff-Reinet – Coloniesplaats (Swanepoel, 1953); New England in the Witteberge (Pennington).

Lesotho – Mount Machacha (Swanepoel, 1953); Mamalapi (Van Son, 1955); Motete River.

Common name: Gaika brown.

Habitat: Montane grassland.

Habits: The flight is similar to that of P. trimenii but is somewhat faster (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: November to February (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 118 [egg only].


“Egg.  White with bands of pinkish-red spots.”

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pseudonympha paragaika Vári, 1971

Pseudonympha paragaika Vári, 1971.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 27: 212 (193-223).

Type locality: South Africa: “Golden Gate Highlands National Park”.

Diagnosis: Similar to P. gaika but ground colour of hindwing underside greyish, with less silvery grey irroration (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Free State Province).

Specific localities:

Free State Province – Golden Gate Highlands National Park (Potgieter and Jones).

Common name: Golden Gate brown.

Habitat: Rocky areas and ridges in montane grassland at about 2 100 m, only where the larval foodplant grows (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: The flight is fast and direct, and often sustained.  Specimens fly mostly between clumps of the tall wire grass that is probably utilized by the larvae.  They may settle on rocks or on blades of the grass (Pringle, et al., 1994).  When searching for oviposition sites females flutter between the metre high clumps of Merxmuellera grass and lay eggs singly on the wire-like grass blades (Williams, unpublished, 2001).

Flight period: December and January.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

(By inference) Merxmuellera species (Poaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 64].

Merxmuellera stricta (Poaceae) [Kroon, 1999].
hippia species group

Pseudonympha hippia (Cramer, [1779])

Papilio hippia Cramer, [1779] in Cramer, [1779-80].  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 3: 71 (176 pp.). Amsteldam & Utrecht.

Type locality: South Africa: “Kaap de goede Hoop”.

Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province - south-west, Western Cape Province).


Misattributed to the Malagasy fauna by Mabille [1887] (Lees et al., 2003).

Specific localities:

Eastern Cape Province – Kareedouw Pass (Pringle, et al., 1994); Baviaanskloof Mountains (Pringle, et al., 1994); Groot Winterhoek Mountains (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Western Cape Province – Swartberg Pass (J.M. Pennington); Table Mountain – Platteklip Gorge (Swanepoel, 1953); Robinson Pass (Van Son, 1955); Devil’s Peak, Table Mountain (Swanepoel, 1953); above Muizenberg (Van Son, 1955); Hottentots Holland Mountains (Swanepoel, 1953); Constantiaberg (Van Son, 1955); Outeniqua Pass (Pringle, et al., 1994); Riviersonderend Mountains (Pringle, et al., 1994); Kammanassie Mountains (Pringle, et al., 1994); Sir Lowry’s Pass (Pringle, et al., 1994); Viljoen’s Pass (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Table Mountain bown; Burchell’s brown.

Habitat: Steep, grassy slopes on the upper levels of mountains (Van Son, 1955).

Habits: Apparently occurs in extremely localized colonies (Van Son, 1955). The flight is rapid and often prolonged.  Van Son (1955) avers that it may spend hours on the wing, especially in clam weather.  Occasionally it settles on low vegetation or on the ground (Pringle, et al. 1994).

Flight period: Single brooded but with an extended period of emergence (Van Son, 1955).  November to February are the recorded months but it flies as late as March in some localities (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 113.

“Egg.  Eggs are laid singly.  They are elongated dome-shaped with a slightly elliptical cross-section, 1.0-1.1 mm in diameter and 1.2 mm high.  There are some 31-36 longitudinal ribs braced by about twenty-two cross-ribs.  The longitudinal ribs extend from the bottom to about three-quarters of the way up where they break up into a wrinkled pattern.  Some eggs are pale watery blue-green when laid, others are of a more yellow colour, the former generally being the first or earlier eggs laid.  After the first day the eggs are touched with red and later this develops into a broken girdle with upturned ends about two-thirds down the side.  Later, red mottling appears above and below, leaving an unmottled border.  The egg-state is from 12 to 14 days.  Larva:  First instar.  The young larva eats its way out near the top, but does not necessarily eat the discarded shell.  On emerging it is 3 mm long and of a pale yellow colour with pinkish-red dorsal, subdorsal, lateral and spiracular lines.  Below the lateral ridge it is touched with the same colour and the tips of the prolegs have a thin red border.  The head is pale yellow with faint brown markings.  The three upper rows of setae on the body are black with white clubbed ends, except those on the first segment which are whitish.  The setae astride the dorsal line on the right side point forward on segments 1-10 and backward on segments 11-13, those on the left point forward on segments 1-3 and backward on segments 4-13.  The setae on the second row point forward on both sides on segments 1-3 and more outward and upward on segments 4-9, and backward on segments 10-13.  The next row all point forward on segments 1-11 and backward on segments 12 and 13.  The setae on the lateral ridge are more golden brown, the anterior ones being shorter than the posterior, and point down.  The posterior ones point slightly outward and backward.  As the larva feeds, it turns more green and the stripes darken, a white stripe develops below the subdorsal line and another above the spiracular line.  The lateral ridge whitens by virtue of the converging lines.  Posteriorly the final segments have a reddish appearance.  The white tips to the setae stand out prominently.  The larvae feed on the end of the shoots, but have long periods of rest, lying along the stalks generally head downward, where they are difficult to detect.  The larva rests along a stalk near where it has been feeding, and here moulting takes place.  This instar lasts about seventy days but may be of longer duration, and larvae grow to 6 mm.  The discarded skin is not eaten.  Second instar.  The larvae are pale green with dorsal, subdorsal, lateral and spiracular lines composed of brown dots on each wrinkle.  The lateral ridge is white and the head green.  There are fine, slightly irregular rows of short black setae on white rounded moles on the sides, and the lateral ridge has an irregular row of similar setae.  The ventral portions are sparingly studded with similar setae.  This instar lasts some fifty days, but as in the previous instar the time varies considerably, and larvae grow to 8 mm.  Third instar.  The general ground-colour is green with darker green dorsal, subdorsal, lateral and spiracular lines.  The spiracular line is broad, but shades down on the upper edge and merges into the general ground-color.  The lateral ridge is white and the ventral portions green, but slightly lighter than the upper ground-colour.  There are seven irregular rows of whitish moles, each bearing a small blackish spine, on each side above the lateral ridge, and there are a few scattered, spine-bearing moles between.  The lateral ridge also bears a scattered row of moles which, however, bear spines of a more grey colour.  The head is green and has numerous small black spines.  The final segment is slightly paler than the general ground-colour, and the forked extremity is pink-tipped.  The setae are grey.  The habits of the larvae in this instar are the same as in the previous one.  Their movements are very slow, and there are long periods of rest.  When feeding, the bites are deliberate and slow, and there are pauses between every three or four bites.  The duration of the instar is variable, but averages about sixty days, the larvae growing to 12 mm.  Fourth instar.  The larvae are of a darker green, with the head of the same colour.  The final segment, however, is slightly paler, and the forks, now drawn close together, are salmon, shading to a red tip.  There are faint traces of dorsal, subdorsal and lateral lines, but the spiracular line is firmer and in striking contrast to the white-striped lateral ridge.  The ventral portions are of a paler green.  The moles on the upper portion of the body are more numerous, but it is difficult to see to which row they belong.  They all bear small black spines.  On the lateral ridge and ventral portions the moles are also more numerous, but bear whitish spines.  This instar lasts some thirty-one days, but is very variable, and larvae grow to 16,5 mm.  Final instar.  The larvae are at first a greenish-yellow.  Some are a pale yellow-green with a yellowish stripe covering the lateral ridge, the head being of the same colour as the general ground-colour.  The final segment is slightly paler and the forks are salmon shading to red at the tips.  The larvae gradually change to yellow-green without marking, except for a broad green upper border to the white lateral ridge.  The head is of the same colour as the body, the only break in the uniform colour being the brown-rimmed eyes and black mandibles.  The whole body of the larva is covered with small white moles bearing short dark brown spines.  The spiracle is yellow and enclosed in a brown rim well raised above the surface.  The progress through this instar, as in the previous instars, is very slow and variable.  Larvae rest for lengthy periods and only feed at intervals.  The larvae crawl to the end of a shoot and feed on the tips, then turn round and rest head downward.  They finally attain a length of 24 mm.  When fully fed and ready to pupate, the larva fades to a pale watery yellow-green and starts to shrink.  It crawls to a suitable spot near the base of the food plant, spins a silken mat into which it fixes its anal claspers and hangs head downward.  Next day it doubles up into a loop and remains in this position for about two days and then pupates.  The duration of this instar is again variable, but is in the neighbourhood of seventy days.  The five larval instars take about 10-12 months.  In the various instars individuals may lag behind or develop faster than the average, with the result that, although single-brooded, this butterfly makes its appearance for some three months a year.  Pupa.  The pupa is suspended head downward, being secured by cremastral hooks to a silken mat on a stalk or similar support.  It is unicolorous and of a typical Pseudonympha-shape.”

Larval food:

Ischyrolepis capensis (L.) Linder (Restionaceae) [Dickson, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 63; as Restio cuspidatus Thunb.].

Thamnochortus glaber Pillans (Restionaceae) [Dickson, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 63].

Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Clark, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 63].
montana Burchell, 1822 (as sp. of Hipparchia).  Travels in the interior of southern Africa 1: 45 (582 pp.). London.  South Africa: “Table Mountain”.
Pseudonympha paludis Riley, 1938

Pseudonympha magus f. paludis Riley, 1938.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 87: 237 (233-245).

Type locality: South Africa: “Giants’ Castle, Natal”.

Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

Free State Province – Golden Gate Highlands National Park (Pringle, et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Giants’ Castle (TL) (Pennington).

Eastern Cape Province – Gaika’s Kop (Swanepoel, 1953); Hogsback (Swanepoel, 1953); Winterberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Dordrecht (Swanepoel, 1953); Somerset East (Swanepoel, 1953); Amatola Mountains (Swanepoel, 1953); Witteberge (Van Son, 1955).
Lesotho – Widespread; Mokhotlong (Swanepoel, 1953); Machacha; Likolobeng; Mamalapi (Van Son, 1955).
Common name: Marsh brown; Paludis brown.

Habitat: Montane grassland.

Habits: Flies comparatively slowly on the slopes of mountains and settles often, on the ground or on grass stems (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: November to April; at high altitudes in December and January (Van Son, 1955).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Authorship attributed to Swanepoel, 1953 by Ackery, et al., 1995: 318.

Pseudonympha penningtoni Riley, 1938

Pseudonympha penningtoni Riley, 1938.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 87: 235 (233-245).

Type locality: South Africa: “Bushman’s Pass, Natal”.

Diagnosis: On the forewing upperside the orange-red colouring does not enter the cell and the ocellus contains a third, small, white pupil. The hindwing underside is dark brown between the median lines; there is a complete row of ocelli with very small white pupils (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Bushman’s Pass (Pennington; TL); Sani Pass (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Eastern Cape Province – Barkly East (Oosthuizen).

Lesotho – Sani Pass; Maluti Mountains, 17 km from the Oxbow Resort (Pringles); Ongeluks Nek in southern Lesotho (Wykeham); Mahlasela Pass.

Common name: Pennington’s brown.

Habitat: Montane grassland at altitudes above 2 700 m (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: The flight is low down, jerky, and somewhat swifter than other members of the genus (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: December to February (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pseudonympha machacha Riley, 1938

Pseudonympha machacha Riley, 1938.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 87: 235 (233-245).

Type locality: Lesotho: “Machacha, Basutoland”.

Diagnosis: Distinguished by the unbroken orange-red area on the forewing upperside and the light grey scaling on the underside of the hindwing, with the veins white and a complete row of ocelli (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Giant’s Castle (Swanepoel, 1953); Bushman’s Pass (Van Son, 1955).

Eastern Cape Province – summit of the Barkly Pass, Witteberge (Mc Master).

Lesotho – Machacha (Pennington; TL); Mokhotlong district (Pennington); Maluti Mountains (Swanepoel, 1953); Mamalapi (Van Son, 1955); Oxbow.
Common name: Machacha brown.

Habitat: Montane grassland, on southern aspects, at altitudes of 2 400 to 3 000 m (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: It is a restless butterfly, remaining on the wing for prolonged periods (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: December to February (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
southeyi species-group

Pseudonympha southeyi (Pennington, 1953)

Melampius southeyi Pennington, 1953.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 16: 95 (94-111).

Type locality: South Africa: “Witteberg Mts., of N.E. Cape”.

Distribution: South Africa.

Common name: Southey’s brown.

Habitat: Montane grassland, Fynbos and Karoo.  The nominate species flies on steep slopes, where the grass is heavily infiltrated by low shrubs (Van Son, 1955).

Habits: The flight is fast and erratic, specimens settling infrequently, on the ground or on stones (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Females are rather sluggish (Van Son, 1955).

Flight period: September to December (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Unidentified species of grass (Poaceae) [Dickson, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 66 (ssp. wykehami); western Karoo, Western Province; oviposition only].
Pseudonympha southeyi southeyi (Pennington, 1953)

Melampias southeyi Pennington, 1953.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 16: 95 (94-111).

Type locality: South Africa: “Witteberg Mts., of N.E. Cape”.

Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province - Witteberg Mountains).

Specific localities:

Eastern Cape Province – Top of Joubert’s Pass (7, 300 to 7, 600 feet), above Lady Grey (Pennington and the Southeys; TL); farm Joubert (7, 100 to 8, 200 feet), four miles from New England (Pennington and the Southeys).
Pseudonympha southeyi kamiesbergensis Dickson, 1967

Pseudonympha southeyi kamiesbergensis Dickson, 1967.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 79: 95 (93-96).

Type locality: South Africa: “Kamieskroon, Little Namaqualand”.

Diagnosis: The black subapical ocellus of the forewing is comparatively small, sometimes forming two separate rings.  The brown ground-colour of the upperside is darker than in the nominate subspecies but lighter than in ssp. wykehami (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Northern Cape Province - Kamiesberg Mountains, Western Cape Province - Gifberg).

Specific localities:

Northern Cape Province – Kamiesberge (Swanepoel).

Western Cape Province – Gifberg, near Vanrhynsdorp (Schoeman). 
Pseudonympha southeyi wykehami Dickson, 1967

Pseudonympha southeyi wykehami Dickson, 1967.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 79: 93 (93-96).

Type locality: South Africa: “Western Cape Province”.

Diagnosis: Differs from the nominate subspecies in the following respects: the brown ground-colour is darker, especially in the males; the orange-red areas on both surfaces of the forewing are brighter and more extensive; on the underside of the hindwing the dark discal line is more prominent and there is a light coloured zone between the discal line and the margin (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Western Cape Province – above Eendracht and on the Koo Pass, at the western terminus of the Waboomsberge (Wykeham); Ceres district (Pringle, et al., 1994); Nuweveldberge near Beaufort West (Pringles and Schoeman).

Northern Cape Province - Hantamsberg; Roggeveld Escarpment (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Genus Paternympha Henning & Henning, 1997

Metamorphosis 8 (3): 135-140.
Type-species: Pseudonympha narycia Wallengren, 1857, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus containing two species, both from southern Africa.

Paternympha narycia (Wallengren, 1857)

Pseudonympha narycia Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 32 (55 pp.).

Paternympha narycia (Wallengren, 1857).  Henning & Henning, 1997: 138 comb. nov.
Type locality: South Africa: “Caffraria”.

Diagnosis: The patch on the forewing is orange compared to the orange-red of species of Pseudonympha.  The shape of the forewing ocellus is variable; the white pupils vary in number; as many as six may be present (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, Eastern Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

Mpumalanga – Lydenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Middelburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Vryburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Mafikeng (Swanepoel, 1953); Potchefstroom (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Free State Province – Clocolan, in the Caledon River Valley (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Krugersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Johannesburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953); Boksburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001).

Eastern Cape Province – Queenstown (Southey).

Northern Cape Province – Kuruman (Pennington).

Lesotho – Maseru (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Spotted-eye brown; small hillside brown.

Habitat: Grassland, often on rocky slopes and ridges (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: The flight is weak and close to the ground.  Specimens settle often, usually on the ground or on rocks (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: November to April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Paternympha loxophthalma (Vári, 1971)

Pseudonympha narycia loxophthalma Vári, 1971.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 27: 213 (193-223).

Paternympha loxophthalma Vári, 1971.  Henning & Henning, 1997: 139 stat. rev., comb. nov.

Type locality: South Africa: “Chuniespoort”.

Diagnosis: Characterized by the oblong-shaped and comparatively enlarged apical ocellate spot on the forewing (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province).

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Umwukwes (Pennington).

Limpopo Province – Tubex (Swanepoel, 1953); Chuniespoort (TL; Swanepoel, 1953); Makapan’s Cave (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Squint-eyed brown.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: Apparently very like those of the closely related Paternympha narycia (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: November to April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Stygionympha van Son, 1955
Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 137 (1-166).
Type-species: Pseudonympha vigilans Trimen & Bowker, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus containing nine species.  Species groups follow G.A. Henning (1997).

vigilans species-group

Stygionympha vigilans (Trimen & Bowker, 1887)

Pseudonympha vigilans Trimen & Bowker, 1887.  South-African butterflies: a monograph of the extra-tropical species 1 [Nymphalidae] 84 (355 pp.). London.

Type locality: South Africa: “Cape Colony.  Western Districts.- Cape Town.  Constantia, etc. etc.”.

Original description:

“Exp. Al. 1 in. 7 lin. – 2 in.  Male.  Pale, dull, greyish-brown; in each wing a small post-median deep-fulvous patch, - in fore-wing slightly intruding on outer part of discoidal cell, in hind-wing wholly beyond it.  Fore-wing: black apical ocellus large, bipupillate with bluish-white (the upper pupil the larger), in a rather ill-defined yellowish-grey ring; fulvous patch rather elongated transversely, lying between second radial and first median nervules, and not extending as far as ring of ocellus, - its outline somewhat rounded.  Hind-wing: fulvous patch smaller and more rounded than that of fore-wing, scarcely rising above third, and not quite descending to first median nervule.  Under-side.  Costa and apex of fore-wing and whole of hind-wing grey, with brown hatchings or short striolae.  Fore-wing: fulvous patch very much enlarged inwardly, extending uninterruptedly to base; ring of ocellus better defined, outwardly edged with brown throughout.  Hind-wing: costal, apical, and upper hind-marginal area usually tinged with brownish, making the striolae there less apparent; sometimes a small unipapillate, black, yellowish-ringed ocellus near hind-margin, between first and second median nervules, and sometimes also a similar, larger, subapical ocellus between the subcostal nervules.  Female.  Paler, especially the fulvous patches, of which that in fore-wing is rounder and intruding more on discoidal cell.  Hind-wing: rarely a single indistinct small ocellus between first and second median nervules.”
Diagnosis: Usually has only a single minute ocellus on the hindwing underside, towards the anal angle.  Late summer and autumn specimens may be noticeably smaller (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province, Eastern Cape Province), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

Eastern Cape Province – Grahamstown (Pringle et al., 1994).

Western Cape Province – Cedarberg; Cape Peninsula (Pringle et al., 1994).

Common name: Western hillside brown.

Habitat: Grassy, rocky ridges in fynbos vegetation, from sea-level to high altitudes (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: The flight pattern is rapid and jerky, and specimens settle on rocks or the ground.  As the specific name suggests they are very alert (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: August to April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 140 [egg and larval instars].


“Egg.  Laid singly, milky white when laid, 1.43 mm high and 1.36 mm in diameter, with about sixty-five longitudinal ribs around the centre connected by about sixteen cross-ridges separated by ellipitical indentations, breaking up at both ends into a series of rough hexagonal or diamond-shaped punctures; the micropyle is not sunken; after four days a thin brown band appears, then mottling, which spreads over the top and bottom; the egg turns a dirty pale brown before hatching.  Egg-stage 20-21 days.  Larva.  The young larva is 3.75 mm long, white changing to pale dull yellow on spiracular line and ventrally; the lines are salmon-red to brown, the head is white with brown markings and the final segments yellowish, later developing some light grey between the split extremity; after a good feed, the white portions have a bluish tint; the setae astride the dorsum on the left side lean forward on segments 1 and 2, the remainder slightly backward; on the right side, those on segments 1-10 lean forward, the remainder backward.  In later instars the larva is either green or yellowish.  Final instar starts very pale whitish-green, but changes to yellow-green; spiracles amber-yellow with brown posterior side.  Towards the end of the final instar, the dorsal line is brown edged with thin white, faint bluish to the lighter brown subdorsal stripe edged below with thin white, then faint blackish to lateral line (which is edged above and below with thin white), then a pale greenish-brown line at the lower edge of which is the row of spiracles.  Lateral ridge white followed by pale brown and greenish-white ventrally.  The final segments gradually change from white to a yellowish-white, and the lines are a salmon-brown.  The lines are lighter on the anterior segments.  The duration and size of the larval instars is as follows: first: 3.25-7.5 mm, 25-26 days; second: to 12.5-13 mm, 12-14 days; third: to 19.5-21.5 mm, 12-18 days; fourth: to 30-32 mm in 24 days, after which the larvae died.  It is probable that the full-grown larva aestivates.”

Larval food:

Ischyrolepis cincinnata (Mast.) Linder (Restionaceae) [Dickson, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 67; as Restio cincinnatus].

Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 67].
Stygionympha scotina Quickelberge, 1977

Stygionympha scotina Quickelberge, 1977.  Durban Museum Novitates 11: 241 (239-245).

Type locality: South Africa: “Spioenkop, near Nottingham, Natal”.

Diagnosis: Closest to S. vigilans but the rufous patch on the forewing upperside is longer and wider and that on the hindwing is smaller and more triangular than in vigilans.  The striations on the hindwing underside of scotina are denser, better defined, and more evenly spread.  There are no ocellate hindwing spots in scotina (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa, Lesotho.

Common name: Eastern hillside brown.

Habitat: Montane grassland.  Steep grassy slopes, with rocks; always associated with well-wooded kloofs or with forest edges (subspecies coetzeri) (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: The flight is fast and often sustained (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: Throughout the summer months (nominate subspecies).  Subspecies coetzeri has been recorded in January, May, June, July, September, October, and December; it may therefore fly throughout the year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Stygionympha scotina scotina Quickelberge, 1977

Stygionympha scotina Quickelberge, 1977.  Durban Museum Novitates 11: 241 (239-245).

Type locality: South Africa: “Spioenkop, near Nottingham, Natal”.

Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Free State Province - east and north-east), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

Eastern Cape Province – Middelburg; east of Cradock; Bedford (Pringle, et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Spioenkop, near Nottingham (TL).

Free State Province – Witkoppe, near Vrede (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Stygionympha scotina coetzeri Henning & Henning, 1994

Stygionympha scotina coetzeri Henning & Henning, 1994.  In: Pringle, Henning, and Ball [eds] Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 67 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa.

Type locality: South Africa: “South Africa, Kowyn’s Pass, near Graskop, 23 Sept. 1990, S.E. Woodhall.”  Described from three males and seven females, from various localities in Mpumalanga and Limpopo Province.  Holotype in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Diagnosis: Subspecies coetzeri differs from the nominate subspecies as follows: squarer wing shape; red forewing patch broadly separated from the costa; red patch on hindwing more rounded; underside of hindwing darker and more heavily irrorated; a complete series of very small submarginal pale brown marks (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga, Limpopo Province - the Drakensberg escarpment, from Graskop in the south to the Wolkberg in the north).

Specific localities:

Mpumalanga – Kowyn’s Pass, near Graskop (TL) (Woodhall); Graskop (Owen-Johnston); Groenplaat, Abel Erasmus Pass (Terblanche); Strydom Tunnel, Abel Erasmus Pass (Coetzer); Mariepskop (Swart).

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Teare and G. Henning); Serala, Wolkberg (Warren).
wichgrafi species-group

Stygionympha wichgrafi van Son, 1955

Stygionympha wichgrafi van Son, 1955.  Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 140 (1-166).

Type locality: South Africa: “Mountain Inn, Louis Trichardt, N. Transvaal”.

Diagnosis: Can be differentiated from S. vigilans and S. scotina by the lighter ground colour of the upperside, and a clear ocellus in area 6 of the hindwing underside (Pringle, et al., 1994).  

Distribution: South Africa, Lesotho, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Common name: Wichgraf’s brown.

Habitat: Rocky ridges in montane grassland.  Subspecies grisea is found in sub-coastal grassland. Sometimes found in grassy areas between patches of montane forest.

Habits: Males establish territories on the peaks of rocky ridges and patrol back and forth.  The flight is rapid and jerky.  Specimens settle on rocks or on the ground.

Flight period: Recorded in January, February, March, April and November.  Occasional records in September and October.  Subspecies williami recorded in November and December.  Subspecies grisea recorded in February, April and December.

Early stages:

Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 142 [egg and larval instars].


“Egg.  The eggs are laid singly on grass, and are 1.0 mm in diameter and 1.1 mm high, with a rounded top and flattened base.  There are some fifty longitudinal ribs extending over the middle portion which break up into a hexagonal pattern at the top and bottom.  The egg is pure white when laid, but after two days it develops a brownish band and small spots sometimes appear on the top round the micropyle.  The egg-stage is approximately eleven days.  Larva:  First instar.  3.5 mm long at hatching, very pale dull yellow with a red dorsal stripe and three stripes of the same colour on each side; on the lower portion of the body there is another red stripe.  On emerging the larva crawls to the edge of the blade of grass where it rests between meals which it takes from the edge of the blade on which it is resting.  As it grows, it develops a pale bluish-green colour except for the lateral ridge which is now white.  Head yellow with prominent white moles.  This instar lasts some twenty-four days; the larva grows to 7 mm and is now very long compared with its girth.  Second instar.  The general colour is whitish, the dorsal line is red, and there are four stripes on the sides, the uppermost being a thin red line, the next is yellow, the third is red and the fourth one (spiracular) is broader than the rest and red.  On the white portion between the stripes is a row of setae, one on each wrinkle; these are spires pointing backward and are placed on small studs.  The lower portions of the body are half red and half yellowish-white.  This instar lasts up to twenty days, and the larva grows to 9.5 mm.  Head dull yellow.  Third instar.  The red stripes have broadened, leaving only thin white patches on the lines of setae.  The lateral ridge has turned yellow, and a few additional setae have appeared on the red portions.  The ventral portions are now touched with green.  Head dull yellow with rather long setae.  The instar lasts about thirty days, and the larva reaches 12 mm in length.  Fourth instar.  The red has now become the main ground-colour, the white being restricted to thin stripes; the uppermost of these stripes is touched with yellow and the lateral ridge is bright yellow.  The dorsal stripe is dark red and is very prominent.  The setae in this instar tend to lose their orderly arrangement and are more numerous.  The ventral portions of the body are green.  The head is still dull yellow with extended setae.  Towards the end of the instar, the larva turns a greenish colour with faint red stripes.  This instar lasts some fifty-seven days and the larva grows to 15 mm.  Fifth instar.  Much paler than the previous instar.  There is a dull yellow lateral stripe instead of the red.  The setae are more numerous and the ventral portions are pale green.  The head is pale dull yellow.  This instar lasts up to nineteen days, the larva growing to 20 mm.  Final instar.  Pale greenish-white with a dark green dorsal stripe and light green stripes on sides.  The head is pale green.  The larvae attained 30 mm in length, but failed to pupate and died.”

Larval food:

Unspecified species of grass (Poaceae) [Clark, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 68].
Stygionympha wichgrafi wichgrafi van Son, 1955

Stygionympha wichgrafi van Son, 1955.  Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 140 (1-166).

Type locality: South Africa: “Mountain Inn, Louis Trichardt, N. Transvaal”.

Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province, North West Province, Gauteng, Mpumalanga), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

North West Province – Wolmaransstad (Pringle, et al., 1994); Mountain Sanctuary N.R. (Williams).

Gauteng – Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001).
Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

johannesburgensis Wichgraf, 1911 (as var. of Pseudonympha vigilans).  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 5: 173 (173-175).  South Africa: “Johannesburg”.
Stygionympha wichgrafi grisea Henning & Henning, 1996

Stygionympha wichgrafi grisea Henning & Henning, 1996.  Metamorphosis 7 (4): 181(173-182).

Type locality: South Africa: “South Africa: KwaZulu-Natal, Margate, 5.xii.1988, H.C. Ficq.”  Described from four males and four females.  Holotype in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Distribution: South Africa (southern KwaZulu-Natal).

KwaZulu-Natal – near Margate (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Stygionympha wichgrafi lannini van Son, 1966

Stygionympha wichgrafi lannini van Son, 1966.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 25: 89 (81-89).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Butler North (Umtali Distr., S. Rhodesia”.

Diagnosis: Subspecies lannini is characterized by the intrusion of the orange-red patch on the forewing into the yellow ring surrounding the large ocellus.  The irroration on the hindwing underside is also darker than in the nominate subspecies (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Zimbabwe (eastern highlands), Mozambique (western-central  highlands).

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Inyanga; Bulawayo (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Stygionympha wichgrafi williami Henning & Henning, 1996

Stygionympha wichgrafi williami Henning & Henning, 1996.  Metamorphosis 7 (4): 179 (173-182).

Type locality: South Africa: “South Africa: KwaZulu-Natal, Bushmans Nek, 2400m, 18.xi.1979.”  Described from seven males and a single female.  Holotype in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga – south-east, Free State Province – east, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province – east), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

Western Cape Province – between Diepwalle and Kruisvallei (Mrs K. Wykeham).
Stygionympha vansoni (Pennington, 1953)

Melampias vansoni Pennington, 1953.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 16: 100 (94-111).

Type locality: South Africa: “Kamiesberg Mts., in Namaqualand”.

Diagnosis: Easily separated from S. vigilans by the elongated forewings (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Northern Cape Province – Kamiesberg Mountains (Pennington and Evans; TL); Springbok (Van Son).

Common name: Van Son’s brown.

Habitat: Namaqualand broken veld.  Occurs in arid mountain regions, especially the Kamiesberge, usually in rocky terrain (Henning and Henning, 1996).

Habits: The flight is bobbing and quite rapid.  Males patrol rocky ridges or in the vicinity of large rocks (Henning and Henning, 1996).  When disturbed it may fly straight up and then be swept away by the wind (Pringle, et al., 1994). 

Flight period: Recorded in September and October.  A few records for late August (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Stygionympha robertsoni (Riley, 1932)

Pseudonympha vigilans robertsoni Riley, 1932.  Entomologist 65: 148 (148).

Type locality: South Africa: “Kimberley, Africa, Stone Street”.

Diagnosis: There is no orange-red patch on the upperside of the hindwing; there are two ocelli on the underside of the hindwing (ocassionally these may be small or even be absent); lacks the curved row of small, yellow marginal spots found in S. irrorata, S. geraldi and S. dicksoni (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Namibia (south), South Africa (Free State Province (south), Eastern Cape Province (north), Western Cape Province (north), Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Namibia – Aus district; Karasberg (R. Plowes).

Free State Province – Philippolis (Swanepoel, 1953); Trompsburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Bloemfontain (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Willowmore (Swanepoel, 1953); Graaff-Reinet (Swanepoel, 1953); Steynsburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Burghersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Carlton (Williams).

Western Cape Province – Matjesfontein (Swanepoel, 1953).

Northern Cape Province – Hanover (Swanepoel, 1953); Colesburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Noupoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Hantamsberg (Dickson and Wykeham).

Common name: Robertson’s brown.

Habitat: Karroo.  Found in open, flat areas of grassy karroid vegetation as well as on hills and mountains (Henning and Henning, 1996).  Individuals are scattered over wide areas (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: They have a skipping or bobbing flight, usually not very fast (Pringle, et al., 1994).  In their arid habitat they are commonest around wetter, more lushly grassed depressions.  Males establish territories in the vicinity of these depressions (Henning and Henning, 1996).

Flight period: It is on the wing right through summer (Henning and Henning, 1996).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Clark, cited by Dickson and Kroon, 1978; in captivity].
Stygionympha curlei Henning & Henning, 1996

Stygionympha curlei Henning & Henning, 1996.  Metamorphosis 7 (4): 175 (173-182).

Type locality: South Africa: “South Africa: KwaZulu-Natal, Qudeni, 27.i.1990, A.I. Curle.”  Described from 13 males and five females.  Holotype in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria, South Africa.

Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal - north).

Specific localities:

Mpumulanga – Wakkerstroom; Hlangampisi; Whisky Spruit; Verlorenvalei Nature Reserve; mountains above Barberton.

KwaZulu-Natal – Qudeni (Curle; TL); Normandien (Malherbe).

Common name: Curle’s brown.

Habitat: Montane grassland.  Occurs in local colonies in the vicinity of marshes and swampy areas (Henning & Henning, 1996).

Flight period: Recorded in November, December and January.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
irrorata species-group

Stygionympha irrorata (Trimen, 1873)

Erebia irrorata Trimen, 1873.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1873: 103 (101-124).

Type locality: South Africa: “Uitenhage and Albert Divisions, Cape Colony”.

Diagnosis: There is no orange-red patch on the upperside of the hindwing; in the forewing underside the costal margin has a greyish yellow hatching throughout its length; in the hindwing underside there is never any evidence of ocelli in areas 2 and 6; whole hindwing underside irrorated with yellow scales, with a distinct row of small submarginal yellow spots two mm from the wing margin (the submarginal yellow spots are also present in S.geraldi and S. dicksoni) (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Namibia (south), South Africa (Free State Province - south, Eastern Cape Province -  north, Western Cape Province - north, Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Namibia – Aus (R. Plowes); Gross Herzog peak, Auas Mtns, just south of Windhoek (Swart, 2004).

Free State Province – Bethulie (Swanepoel, 1953); Edenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Philippolis (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Uitenhage (TL); Cookhouse (Swanepoel, 1953); Molteno (Swanepoel, 1953); Burgersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Malmesbury (Swanepoel, 1953); Worcester (Swanepoel, 1953); Robertson (Swanepoel, 1953); Oudtshoorn (Swanepoel, 1953).

Northern Cape Province – Hanover (Swanepoel, 1953); Noupoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Colesburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Karoo brown.

Habitat: 

Habits: Flies fast and settles infrequently.  When it settles this is usually on the ground or on rocks (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: September to May but flight period in any particular locality not necessarily continuous.  Mainly in spring and early summer in the Western Cape Province (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 145 [egg and larval instars].


“Egg.  Laid singly on grass, 0.9 mm in diameter and 1.1 mm high, milky watery white when laid, later duller and with red-brown wavy markings.  There are some eighty longitudinal ribs on the cylindrical middle portion, with imperfect cross-bracing, and breaking up into rounded polygons towards base and micropyle.  Egg-stage ten days.  Larva.  There are four larval instars.  First instar 2.5 mm long at hatching, pale green with dull purplish dorsal, subdorsal, lateral and spiracular lines and a pale yellowish-brown head.  The setae on the two anterior segments point forward, the remainder point backward, and these are distinctly clubbed at the tip.  The larva reaches 5.5 mm in eight days.  Second instar.  Ground-colour paler, with a purplish tinge towards posterior end; the dorsal, subdorsal and lateral lines are broader, but the spiracular line is obsolete; the lateral ridge is white.  The instar lasts eight days and the larva reaches 8.5 mm.  Third instar.  The lines are broader and green edged with white; dorsal portion purplish except on the anterior three segments, and the posterior processes are distinctly purplish.  The head is greenish.  The instar lasts seven days, the larva reaching a length of 13.5 mm.  Final instar.  There is a narrow purplish dorsal line; all the other lines are green edged with white on both sides, and the lateral ridge is white.  The head is green.  This instar lasts eighteen days and the larva attains a length of 23 mm.  All larvae reared by Mr. Clark died before pupation.”

Larval food:

Soft grasses (Poaceae) [Clark, cited by Dickson and Kroon, 1978: ; in captivity].
Stygionympha geraldi Pennington, 1970

Stygionympha geraldi Pennington, 1970.  Novos Taxa Entomologicos (80): 3 (5 pp.).

Type locality: South Africa: “Port Nolloth”.

Diagnosis: There is no orange-red patch on the upperside of the hindwing; forewing ocellus larger, with its two white spots brighter, than in S. irrorata; orange-red patch on forewing much larger, extending to within 2 mm of the hind margin and well beyond the ocellus; the ground-colour invades the forewing patch along veins 2, 3 and 4; hindwing upperside fuscous brown with two minute white submarginal spots in areas 2 and 3; yellow irroration on hindwing underside less intense and the ground-colour is darker; row of submarginal yellow spots on hindwing underside (as in S. irrorata and S. dicksoni); in females the orange-red forewing patch narrowly surrounds the whole of the ocellus (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Northern Cape Province – north-west coast).

Specific localites:

Northern Cape Province – Port Nolloth; McDougall’s Bay (G. Pennington: TL); Kleinsee; Hondeklipbaai (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Gerald’s brown.

Habitat: Coastal dune veld in the succulent Karoo.

Habits: The same as S. irrorata (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: September and October (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Stygionympha dicksoni (Riley, 1938)

Pseudonympha dicksoni Riley, 1938.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 87: 233 (233-245).

Type locality: South Africa: “Tygerberg Hills, near Cape Town, S. Africa”.

Diagnosis: There is no orange-red patch on the upperside of the hindwing; the orange-red patch on the forewing upperside is slightly more extensive than in S. irrorata; hindwing underside dark purplish grey, except for a lighter fawn coloured area which includes the cell; a submarginal row of yellow dots on the underside of the hindwing, as in S. irrorata and S. geraldi (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Western Cape Province – Tygerberg Hills (Dickson; TL) (this population is extinct); Malmesbury (Swanepoel, 1953); Darling (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Dickson’s brown.

Habitat: Grassy slopes of hills (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: The flight is often sustained (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: September, October (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Conservation status: Classified as vulnerable in the South African Red Data List.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Tribolium echinatum (Thunb.) Renvoize (syn. Lasiochloa ciliaris) (Poaceae) [Dickson, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 69].
