Subtribe Ypthimina

Genus Ypthima Hübner, 1818
In Hübner, [1808-18].  Zuträge zur Sammlung exotischer Schmettlinge [sic] 1: 17 ([3] + 4-6 + [7] + 8-32 + [33]-[40] pp. (1818), pls. 1-35 ([1808]-[1818]). Augsburg.
Type-species: Ypthima huebneri Kirby, by subsequent designation (Opinion 819, 1966.  Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 24: 210-211.).  [extralimital].

Synonyms based on extralimital type-species: Dallacha Moore; Kolasa Moore; Lohana Moore; Nadiria Moore; Pandima Moore; Thympia Moore.

A large Old World genus of 111 species.  Twenty species are found in the Afrotropical Region, two of which extend extralimitally.

Generic revision (of Afrotropical taxa) by Kielland (1982).  Sourakov & Emmel (1997) speculate that the Afrotropical Ypthima may be paraphyletic.

Ypthima albida Butler, 1888

Ypthima albida Butler, 1888.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1888: 59 (56-85).

Type locality: Uganda: “Fóda”.

Diagnosis: Characterized, on the upperside, by the silvery white ground colour of the wings (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Sudan, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya, Tanzania.

Common name: Silver ringlet; silvery ringlet.

Habitat: Wet grasslands and forest clearings and margins in submontane and montane regions.  In Tanzania it is found at submontane and montane altitudes (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: May be quite common and is striking with its silvery coloration against a backdrop of green grass (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is slow and bobbing, but higher above the ground than the other, smaller members of the genus (Larsen, 1991).  Both sexes are fond of flowers.  On cool days specimens perch on leaves and bask with their wings partially opened.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Ypthima albida albida Butler, 1888

Ypthima albida Butler, 1888.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1888: 59 (56-85).

Type locality: Uganda: “Fóda”.

Distribution: Sudan (south), Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kibondo (north of Kigoma), to the Ugandan border (Kielland, 1990).

Kenya – Tiriki; South Kavirondo; Kakamega (Larsen, 1991).
argentata Bartel, 1905 (as ssp. of Ypthima albida).  Novitates Zoologicae 12: 134 (129-152).  Rwanda: “Tanangyika-See (Niarugengi, Ruanda)”.
conradsi Strand, 1909 (as ab. of Ypthima albida).  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt a. M. 23: 113 (112-114).  Tanzania: “Neuwied-Ukerewe”.
Ypthima albida occidentalis Bartel, 1905

Ypthima albida occidentalis Bartel, 1905.  Novitates Zoologicae 12: 134 (129-152).

Type locality: Cameroon: “N.-Kamerun (Bangwe)”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon (highlands).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a); Mambilla Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).
argentoides Strand, 1914 (as ab. of Ypthima albida).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 80  (A.2.): 152 (139-161).  Cameroon: “Dschang”.
Ypthima albida uniformis Bartel, 1905

Ypthima albida uniformis Bartel, 1905.  Novitates Zoologicae 12: 134 (129-152).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Central-Afrika (6° s. Br., 22-26° ö. L. v. Gr.)”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south).
impunctata Dufrane, 1945 (as ab. of Ypthima albida uniformis).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 81: 94 (90-143).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kamituga”.
pseudalbida Dufrane, 1945 (as ab. of Ypthima albida uniformis).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 81: 94 (90-143).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kamituga”.
Ypthima antennata van Son, 1955

Ypthima antennata van Son, 1955.  Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 156 (1-166).
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Ypthima antennata antennata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Mapembi, Odzi R., S.R.  4.9.58.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3317).

Type locality: South Africa: “Munnik, N. Transvaal”.

Diagnosis: Distinguished by the broad and abrupt club at the end of the antenna (Van Son, 1955).

Distribution: Guinea, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa.

Common name: Clubbed ringlet.

Habitat: Rocky areas in savanna, and semi-montane and montane grassland (Pringle, et al., 1994).  In Tanzania it occurs at altitudes from 1 000 to 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).  In West Africa they prefer the same rocky habitats as those frequented by Bicyclus pavonis (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: They may be common in suitable habitats (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens are weak fliers and keep to the shade (Pringle, et al., 1994).  They often alight on rocks (Kielland, 1990).

Flight periods: Flies in all the warmer months of the year (September to March) (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Ypthima antennata antennata van Son, 1955

Ypthima antennata van Son, 1955.  Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 156 (1-166).
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Ypthima antennata antennata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Mapembi, Odzi R., S.R.  4.9.58.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3317).

Type locality: South Africa: “Munnik, N. Transvaal”.

Distribution: Sudan (south), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west and north), Zambia (central), Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east), Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mpanda to Ngara District; Nyumbenitu Mountain; Rubeho Mountains; Northern Highlands (Kielland, 1990).

Limpopo Province – Munnik (TL; Swanepoel);  Houtbosdorp (Swanepoel); Letaba (Swanepoel).

Zimbabwe – Victoria Falls (Cookson); Odzi River (Sheppard); Rutenga; Mapembi; Hot Springs; Rusape; Nyanga (Pringle, et al., 1994); Matobo Hills, near Bulawayo (Pinhey); near Kariba (Paré).

Mozambique – Gogoi (Van Son).

Zambia – Victoria Falls; Siavonga (Heath, et al., 2002).
Ypthima antennata cornesi Kielland, 1982

Ypthima antennata cornesi Kielland, 1982.  Tijdschrift voor Entomologie 125: 120 (99-154).

Type locality: Nigeria: “North Nigeria, Benue Plateau, Jos”.

Distribution: Guinea, Ivory Coast (north), Ghana, Nigeria.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Jos (TL).
Ypthima asterope (Klug, 1832)

Hipparchia asterope Klug, 1832 in Klug, 1829-45.  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum pl. 29 ([183] pp.).

Type locality: “Syria, Arabia félici et deserta”.

Diagnosis: Characterized by a single marginal line on the upperside of both wings (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Certain identification is based on the genitalia – upturned, truncate valves with accessory plate wide and squarely placed (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Djibouti, Kenya, Tanzania, Angola, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), South Africa.  Also Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman, United Arab Emirates.

In addition it occurs extralimitally in Lebanon, Israel, Syria, Jordan, Turkey, Cyprus, Middle East, India.


Misattributed to the Malagasy fauna by Mabille [1887] (Lees et al., 2003).  Records from east of India are probably due to misidentifications (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: African ringlet; common ringlet; common three-ring.

Habitat: Dry savanna, especially rocky ground (Pringle, et al., 1994).  In West Africa Sudan savanna and the Sahel are the favoured habitat (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A common butterfly.  Flies low down, with a slow bobbing flight (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Both sexes are fond of flowers, such as those of Tridax (Larsen, 1991).  They rest on the ground or on rocks (Pringle, et al., 1994), often basking with the wings held partially open (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: All year.

Early stages:

Roos, 1986

Larval food:

Cynodon species (Poaceae) [Larsen, 1991].

(Presumably) Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Clark, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 71; in captivity].
Ypthima asterope asterope (Klug, 1832)

Hipparchia asterope Klug, 1832 in Klug, 1829-45.  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum pl. 29 ([183] pp.).

Type locality: “Syria, Arabia félici et deserta”.

Diagnosis: In the nominal subspecies the discal line on the underside of the hindwing is strongly angled outwards on vein 5, whereas in ssp. hereroica the line is excurved (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Djibouti, Kenya, Tanzania (north), Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia (Caprivi), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), South Africa (eastern half).  Also in Saudi Arabia (west), Yemen, Oman, United Arab Emirates.

Extralimitally in Lebanon, Israel, Syria, Jordan, Turkey, Cyprus, Middle East, India.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Near Amani, in the Usambaras (Jackson; single male) (Kielland, 1990). 

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (Williams, April 2006).

North West Province – Kgaswane Mountain Reserve? (Williams).
simpliciocellata Strand, 1909 (as ab. of Ypthima asterope).  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt a. M. 23: 112 (112-114).  Ethiopia: “Abessinien, Hotomlubei Massaua”.
Ypthima asterope hereroica van Son, 1955

Ypthima asterope hereroica van Son, 1955.  Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 156 (1-166).

Type locality: Namibia: “Okahandja”.

Diagnosis: In the nominal subspecies the discal line on the underside of the hindwing is strongly angled outwards on vein 5, whereas in ssp. hereroica the line is excurved (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Angola, Namibia, South Africa (Northern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Western Cape Province – Worcester District (Pringle, et al., 1994: 71).

Eastern Cape Province – Jansenville (Pringle, et al., 1994: 71).

Namibia – Kombat (Pringle, et al., 1994: 71).

Northern Cape Province – Namaqualand (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Note: Larsen (1991: 275) thinks that hereroica could be specifically distinct.
hereroica Grünberg, 1910 (as ab. of Ypthima asterope).  Denkschriften der Medizinisch-Naturwissenschaftlichen Gesellschaft zu Jena 16: 101 (91-146).  Namibia: “Okahandja”.
Ypthima bolanica Marshall, 1883

Ypthima bolanica Marshall, 1883.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1882: 759 (758-761).

Type locality: Pakistan: “Bolan Pass”.

Distribution: Pakistan, Oman (north).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Ypthima condamini Kielland, 1982

Ypthima condamini Kielland, 1982.  Tijdschrift voor Entomologie 125: 115 (99-154).
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Ypthima condamini condamini.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Sibweza, Mpanda, Tanzania.  2/71.  J. Kielland.  (Henning collection - H183).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mpanda, Sibweza”.

Diagnosis: Identical to Y. asterope in external appearance.  The valves of the male genitalia have a dorsal convexity in the middle and an apical accessory plate which is placed at a sharp angle.  The dry-season form lacks ocellate spots on the upperside of the hindwing in the male (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Mali, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Nigeria, Niger, Cameroon, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa.

Common name: Condamin’s ringlet; Condamin’s three-ring.

Habitat: Brachystegia woodland (Kielland, 1982); savanna (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Larsen (1991) also mentions grassland.  In Tanzania it is found at altitudes from 700 to 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).  In West Africa it occurs in Sudan savanna and the sahel but extends further south than Y. asterope (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Flies low down, with a skipping flight, amongst the grass (Kielland, 1990).

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Sourakov and Emmel, 1997 [larva].

Larval food: Nothing published.
Ypthima condamini condamini Kielland, 1982

Ypthima condamini Kielland, 1982.  Tijdschrift voor Entomologie 125: 115 (99-154).
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Ypthima condamini condamini.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Sibweza, Mpanda, Tanzania.  2/71.  J. Kielland.  (Henning collection - H183).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mpanda, Sibweza”.

Distribution: Eritrea, Ethiopia, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo, Malawi, Zambia, Angola, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province - single record).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Sibweza (TL); Western and central parts; Madibira; Lolkisale Mountain (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Mid and upper Luangwa River (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – farm Wolkberg at Letaba Drift (Van Son; single male).

Ypthima condamini nigeriae Kielland, 1982

Ypthima condamini nigeriae Kielland, 1982.  Tijdschrift voor Entomologie 125: 116 (99-154).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Farniso near Kano”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Mali, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Nigeria, Niger, Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Shai Hills on the Accra Plains (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Farniso near Kano (TL).
Ypthima congoana Overlaet, 1955

Ypthima asterope congoana Overlaet, 1955.  Exploration du Parc National de l’Upemba 27: 85 (1-106).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kalule”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Angola?, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Kundalila Falls (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Ypthima diplommata Overlaet, 1954

Ypthima diplommata Overlaet, 1954.  Lambillionea 54: 44 (41-44).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kafakumba”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba), Zambia (west, according to Kielland, 1982).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Ypthima doleta Kirby, 1880

Yphthima [sic?] doleta Kirby, 1880.  Scientific Proceedings of the Royal Dublin Society 2: 335 (292-340).

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan (south), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kintampo Falls (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Bukoba Region (Kielland, 1990).

Common name: Common ringlet.

Habitat: Humid habitats, including farmland, forest margins and glades (Kielland, 1990).  In West Africa it occurs in disturbed areas in the forest zone (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A common species that flies low down among grass, often visiting flowers for nectar.  Specimens fly from early morning to dusk and have even been seen flying in drizzle (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Sourakov and Emmel, 1997 [larva and pupa].

Larval food: Nothing published.
tripunctata Strand, 1909 (as ab. of Ypthima doleta).  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt a. M. 23: 114 (112-114).  Cameroon: “Lolodorf in Kamerun”.
quadripunctata Strand, 1909 (as ab. of Ypthima doleta).  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt a. M. 23: 114 (112-114).  Cameroon: “Yaunde-Station in Kamerun”.
quinquepunctata Strand, 1909 (as ab. of Ypthima doleta).  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt a. M. 23: 114 (112-114).  Cameroon: “Lolodorf in S.O. Kamerun”; Togo: “Bismarkburg in Togo”.
septemocellata Strand, 1909 (as ab. of Ypthima doleta).  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt a. M. 23: 114 (112-114).  Cameroon: “Lolodorf in S-Kamerun”.
strigata Strand, 1913 (as ab. of Ypthima doleta).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 79 (A.7.): 150 (138-151).  No locality given.
defecta Strand, 1913 (as ab. of Ypthima doleta).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 79 (A.7.): 150 (138-151).  Cameroon: “Buea, Mokundange”.
asteropina Strand, 1913 (as ab. of Ypthima doleta).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 79 (A.7.): 150 (138-151).  Cameroon: “Alen”.
dschangensis Strand, 1914 (as ab. of Ypthima doleta).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 80  (A.2.): 153 (139-161).  Cameroon: “Dschang”.
Ypthima granulosa Butler, 1883

Ypthima granulosa Butler, 1883.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 12: 101 (101-107).
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Ypthima granulosa.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 33mm.  Dondo, P.E.A.  14.8.57.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3314).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Victoria Nyanza”.

Diagnosis: Characterized by a single marginal line on both wings and the grey, well-irrorated ocellate area of the forewing upperside (Pringle, et al., 1994).  This species has inland and coastal forms which differ considerably but apparently intergrade (Kielland, 1982).  Dry-season form without ocelli on underside of hindwing and with a distinct discal line on this surface; wet-season form with four (usually) to six (rarely) ocellate spots but no discal line (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Close to Y. recta, which also has a granulated ocellar area on the forewing upperside (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Rwanda, Burundi, Tanzania (including Pemba and Mafia islands), Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa (Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Widespread (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Upper Zambezi Valley, to Mwinilunga and Lusaka; Victoria Falls (Thome); Luombwa River (Cookson) (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Amatongas Forest; Dondo Forest (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Victoria Falls; Chirundu; east of Kariba; Mana Pools; Laurenceville; Bomponi (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Mpumalanga – Blyderivierspoort Nature Reserve (G. Henning).

KwaZulu-Natal – Emanguzi (G. Henning).

Common name: Granular ringlet.

Habitat: Savanna (deciduous woodland) (Kielland, 1990).  In Tanzania at altitudes from sea-level to 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
binucholata Strand, 1909 (as ab. of Ypthima asterope).  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt a. M. 23: 112 (112-114).  Tanzania: “Sadani”.
inocellata Strand, 1909 (as ab. of Ypthima asterope).  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt a. M. 23: 112 (112-114).  Tanzania: “Ost-Afrika, Uluna-Langenburg”.
triocellata Strand, 1909 (as ab. of Ypthima asterope).  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt a. M. 23: 112 (112-114).  Tanzania: “Dar-es-Salaam”.  Tanzania: “N. Nyassa-See, Langenburg”.
biocellata Strand, 1909 (as ab. of Ypthima asterope).  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt a. M. 23: 112 (112-114).  Tanzania: “Dar-es-Salaam”.

biocelligera Strand, 1909 (as ab. of Ypthima asterope).  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt a. M. 23: 112 (112-114).  Tanzania: “Sadani”.
interrupta Strand, 1909 (as ab. of Ypthima asterope).  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt a. M. 23: 113 (112-114).  Tanzania: “Dar-es-Salaam”.
uniocellata Strand, 1909 (as ab. of Ypthima asterope).  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt a. M. 23: 113 (112-114).  Tanzania: “Dar-es-Salaam”.
cataractae van Son, 1955 (as sp. of Ypthima).  Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 154 (1-166).  Zimbabwe: “Victoria Falls”.
Ypthima impura Elwes & Edwards, 1893

Ypthima impura Elwes & Edwards, 1893.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1893: 23 (1-54).

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”; “Zambesi”.

Diagnosis: Forewing ocellate area lighter than ground colour and oval in shape; hindwing with double marginal line, and well-marked thickish submarginal line not close to the ocellus in area 2; a wavy line in the discal area; usually three ocelli on hindwing underside, which are absent in the dry-season form (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Close to Y. pupillaris, from which it can be separated by the form of the uncus in the male genitalia; in pupillaris this is wide but in impura it is narrow and sharply bent (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Senegal, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Kenya, to Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa, Swaziland.

Common name: Impure ringlet; bushveld ringlet; bushland ringlet.

Habitat: Savanna.  More especially found in Brachystegia woodland (Kielland, 1982).  In Tanzania it is found at altitudes from near sea-level to 1 800 m (Kielland, 1990).  In West Africa it occurs in the transition zone between Guinea savanna and forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce species with a scattered distribution, fairly common where it occurs (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is quite fast, jerky, and low down, just above the level of the grass.  Specimens settle frequently (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, in Pringle, et al., 1994: plate 4 [as Ypthima impura paupera].

“The eggs are laid singly on grass and are 0,9 mm in diameter and 1,1, mm high.  They are pale, creamy white and taper slightly towards the top.  48 incomplete longitudinal ribs break up into an hexagonal pattern about two-thirds from the base of the eggs.  Towards the end of the first instar the larva turns pink with a green tint and brown markings.  It feeds on the edge of a blade of grass taking very deliberate bites.  In the final instar the colour fades to a pinkish cream. The head is a pale, dirty cream colour.  All markings except the ridge stripe disappear or become very faint.  Below the ridge it takes on a slightly salmon-pink tint.  Three clusters of spines form the anal comb.  Larva:  On emergence 2,0 mm, egg duration 12 days.  1st instar 2,0 mm to 5,0 mm in nine days; 2nd instar 5,0 mm to 9,5 mm in eight days; 3rd instar 9,5 mm to 17,0 mm in 12 days; 4th instar 17,0 mm to 25,0 mm in 17 days.  Pupa 11,5 mm hatched after 15 days.  The pupa is attached by the cremaster to a silken pad spun by the larva.”

Larval food:

Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Clark, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 69].
Ypthima impura impura Elwes & Edwards, 1893

Ypthima impura Elwes & Edwards, 1893.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1893: 23 (1-54).

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”; “Zambesi”.

Distribution: Senegal, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kintampo Falls (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Iseyin (Larsen, 2005a).
Ypthima impura paupera Ungemach, 1932

Ypthima pupillaris paupera Ungemach, 1932.  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 51 (1-122).
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Ypthima impura paupera.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Dondo, P.E.A.  2.VIII.57.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3311).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Soubé-Boro”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Kenya, to Zambia (west and north-east, according to Kielland, 1982), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal - north), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Widespread but apparently absent from the Northern Highlands (Kielland, 1990).

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).
hiemis Ungemach, 1932 (as f. of Ypthima pupillaris).  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 51 (1-122).  Ethiopia: “Billo”.
badhami van Son, 1955 (as f. of Ypthima impura).  Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 150 (1-166).  Zimbabwe: “Lundi, S. Rhodesia”.
Ypthima jacksoni Kielland, 1982

Ypthima jacksoni Kielland, 1982.  Tijdschrift voor Entomologie 125: 120 (99-154).

Type locality: Kenya: “Mombasa, Mtwapa Creek”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya (coast).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Mtwapa Creek, near Mombasa (TL); Teita Hills; Samburu near McKinnon Road (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Jackson’s ringlet.

Habitat: Moist and dry savanna.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Ypthima lamto Kielland, 1982

Ypthima lamto Kielland, 1982.  Tijdschrift voor Entomologie 125: 123 (99-154).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Lamto (Toumodi)”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana (central), Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Lamto (TL); Tiassale (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – near Nkawkaw (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Lamto ringlet.

Habitat: Probably forest-savanna mosaic (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Ypthima praestans Overlaet, 1954

Ypthima praestans Overlaet, 1954.  Lambillionea 54: 43 (41-44).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Tshiole, Sankuru”.

Distribution: Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Livingstone (Heath, et al., 2002).  Kielland (1982) records it from the north-west of Zambia.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Ypthima pulchra Overlaet, 1954

Ypthima pulchra Overlaet, 1954.  Lambillionea 54: 41 (41-44).
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Ypthima pulchra.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 37mm.  South Mutunda River, Mufulira, Zambia.  4100 ft.  24-5-80.  M.A. Newport.  (Newport Collection).
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Ypthima pulchra.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 40mm.  Zambia, Copperbelt Prov., South Mutunda River nr Mufulira.  1250 m.  17-VII-1983.  M.A. Newport.  (Newport Collection).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Lusinga”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (south - Lualaba), Zambia (north-west to the Copperbelt).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Solwezi; Mufulira; Imanda Mushitu, near Mpongwe (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Ypthima pupillaris Butler, 1888

Ypthima pupillaris Butler, 1888.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1888: 59 (56-85).
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Ypthima pupillaris pupillaris.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 34mm.  Vila Gouveia, P.E. Africa.  2.IX.1957.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3313).

Type locality: Uganda?: “On the River Dangu; Ganyese Tambu (Sandel)”.

Diagnosis: Inner edge of forewing ocellate area almost straight, making the bottom rather pointed; hindwing submarginal line closer to ocellus than in Y. impura paupera; marginal line in both wings double; forewing ocellate usually not quite as light as in paupera; dry-season form without ocelli on underside of hindwing; underside ground-colour light fawn and more yellowish than in paupera with less intense irroration; uncus of male genitalia with a broad tip (sharply tapered in the other southern African Ypthima) (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Guinea, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Mozambique.

Common name: Eyed ringlet.

Habitat: Grassland, at altitudes above 1 500 m (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Also in woodland (Kielland, 1982).  In Tanzania it is rare in woodland at altitudes of 1 100 to 1 500 m but commoner in grassland at altitudes from 1 500 to 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).  In West Africa it is found in the forest/savanna transition zone (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: It appears to occur in localized colonies, in which it may be quite common (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is apparently faster than in most species of Ypthima (Kielland, 1990), otherwise the habits are similar to those of Y. impura (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: Recorded months are June, September, October, February, March April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Ypthima pupillaris pupillaris Butler, 1888

Ypthima pupillaris Butler, 1888.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1888: 59 (56-85).
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Ypthima pupillaris pupillaris.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 34mm.  Vila Gouveia, P.E. Africa.  2.IX.1957.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3313).

Type locality: Uganda?: “On the River Dangu; Ganyese Tambu (Sandel)”.

Distribution: Guinea, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Zambia (north), Zimbabwe (north and east), Mozambique (Posto de Catandica).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Parc National de Haut Niger (Larsen, 2005a); Mamou (Larsen, 2005a); Beko (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kogyae National Park (Larsen, 2005a); Kyabobo National Park (Larsen, 2005a); Mole National Park (Kuhne, 1999).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Chingola; Mufulira; Kashiba; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Chimanimani Mountains; Vumba Mountains; Nyanga Mountains (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Mozambique – Posto de Catandica (Pringle, et al., 1994).
depupillata Strand, 1909 (as ab. of Ypthima pupillaris).  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt a. M. 23: 113 (112-114).  Liberia: “Loma”.
macrocellata Strand, 1913 (as ab. of Ypthima pupillaris).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 79 (A.7.): 150 (138-151).  Cameroon: “Kamerun: Jaundestation-Simekoa”.
gazana van Son, 1955 (as sp. of Ypthima).  Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 151 (1-166).  Zimbabwe: “Odzani”.
Ypthima pupillaris obscurata Kielland, 1982

Ypthima pupillaris obscurata Kielland, 1982.  Tijdschrift voor Entomologie 125: 134 (99-154).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mpanda, Ngondo”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Kenya (west, south?), Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania (west), Malawi.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Ngara; Mpanda; Ufipa; Njombe; Mufindi; Musoma Region (Kielland, 1990).
Ypthima recta Overlaet, 1955

Ypthima recta Overlaet, 1955.  Exploration du Parc National de l’Upemba 27: 87 (1-106).
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Ypthima recta.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 31mm.  Zambia, Copperbelt Prov., South Mutundu River nr Mufulira.  1250 m.  8-V-1983.  M.A. Newport.  (Newport Collection).
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Ypthima recta.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 38mm.  Zambia, Copperbelt Prov., South Mutundu River nr Mufulira.  1250 m.  8-V-1983.  M.A. Newport.  (Newport Collection).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Lusinga”.

Diagnosis: Close to Y. granulosa but underside usually darker.  Also similar to dark forms of Y. simplicia but they are not sympatric (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east and south), Angola, Uganda (north), Rwanda, Burundi, Tanzania, Kenya (west), Zambia (north-west and the Copperbelt).


Probably misattributed to the West African fauna (Nigeria, Ivory Coast) by Kielland (1992), according to Larsen (2005a).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kakamega Forest (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Ngara District; Bukoba District (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Lunga River; Mufulira; Ndola (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: Grassy areas on the margins of forest and along roads in forest.  Also in humid woodland and grassland (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Grasses (Poaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 277].
Ypthima rhodesiana Carcasson, 1961

Ypthima rhodesiana Carcasson, 1961.  Occasional Papers.  Coryndon Memorial Museum, Nairobi 7: 14 (1-23).
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Ypthima rhodesiana.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 33mm.  Sibweza-Mpanda, Tanzania.  2/3/68.  J. Kielland.  (Henning collection - H182).

Type locality: Zambia: “Choma, Northern Rhodesia”.

Diagnosis: The discal line on the hindwing underside is evenly curved and shows through on the upper surface of the hindwing; there are three unpupilled ocelli on the underside of the hindwing, one each in areas 1C, 2 and 6; the outer brown ring around the forewing ocellus is incomplete on the costal aspect (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Kenya (coast), Democratic Republic of Congo (south), Tanzania (central and west), Zambia, Zimbabwe (north).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Choma (J. Williams; TL); Ndola; Kafue Gorge; Lake Mweru; Luwingu to Chambeshi River (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Mazowe (Pringle, et al., 1994); Christon Bank, near Harare (Pinhey). 

Common name: Pale ringlet; Zambian ringlet.

Habitat: Brachystegia woodland (Kielland, 1982) and wooded savanna (Kielland, 1990).  In Tanzania it is found at altitudes from 700 to 1 500 m (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Ypthima simplicia Butler, 1876

Ypthima simplicia Butler, 1876.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 18: 481 (480-490).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Abyssinia”.

Diagnosis: Close to Y. asterope but valve in male genitalia much more slender and the accessory plate is placed at a sharp angle.  Also similar to Y. condamini from wich it differs in the structure of the genitalia.

Distribution: Sudan (south), Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya, Tanzania (north).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Ngong Hills (Kielland, 1982).

Tanzania – Meto Hills; Mount Longido; West Kilimanjaro (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Montane and semi-montane grassland.  In Tanzania it occurs at altitudes up to 2 200 m (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: The populations in Kenya and Tanzania may represent a distinct subspecies (Kielland, 1990: 86).
Ypthima vuattouxi Kielland, 1982

Ypthima vuattouxi Kielland, 1982.  Tijdschrift voor Entomologie 125: 121 (99-154).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Lamto (Toumodi)”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Lamto (TL); Marove River (S. Collins teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kogyae (Larsen, 2005a); Mole National Park (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Vuattoux’s ringlet.

Habitat: Guinea savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Much scarcer than Y. asterope but with similar habits (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Ypthima yatta Kielland, 1982

Ypthima yatta Kielland, 1982.  Tijdschrift voor Entomologie 125: 108 (99-154).

Type locality: Kenya: “Thika, Yatta”.

Distribution: Ethiopia (south-central), Kenya.

Common name: Yatta ringlet.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Genus Ypthimomorpha van Son, 1955
Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 158 (1-166).
Type-species: Ypthima itonia Hewitson, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus containing a single species.  Closely related to the genus Ypthima.  Several of the species of Ypthima from Asia have genitalia like those of Ypthimomorpha and more properly belong in this genus (Kielland, 1990: 86).  Emmel & Sourakov propose that Ypthimomorpha should be treated as a subgenus of Ypthima, a view with which Larsen (2005a) does not concur.

Ypthimomorpha itonia (Hewitson, 1865)

Ypthima itonia Hewitson, 1865.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 2: 287 (281-294).
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Ypthimomorpha itonia.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Lundi, S. Rhodesia.  8.IV.1959.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3319).
Type locality: Sudan: “White Nile”.

Diagnosis: Distinguished by the oval shape of the forewing ocellate spot and the large number (about 7) of ocelli on the underside of the hindwing.  In the dry-season form the ocelli are decreased in both size and number (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria, Sudan, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe (north, east), Mozambique (western border with Zimbabwe), Botswana.

Specific localities:

Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon, et al., 2001).

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Widespread but local (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Kabompo River; the Copperbelt; Victoria Falls; Chilanga; Mporokoso; Misamfu, Kasama; Kalombo Falls (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Victoria Falls (Pennington); Harare (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Botswana – Okavango Delta (Pinhey).

Common name: Marsh ringlet; swamp ringlet.

Habitat: As the common names suggest, this species is associated with open, moist places and marshes, on forest margins.  These habitats occur in savanna biomes.  In West Africa it is absent from dense Guinea savanna and open areas in the forest belt (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania it occurs at altitudes up to 1 800 m (Kielland, 1990),

Habits: Colonies may be small in extent, being limited to marshy, grassy patches (Larsen, 1991).  The habits are similar to those of species of the genus Ypthima (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Individuals are usually seen flying low down, weaving their way between tall grass stems (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Sourakov and Emmel, 1997 [larva and pupa].

Larval food:

Poaceae [Sourakov and Emmel, 1997].
hoehneli Holland, 1896 (as sp. of Yphthima [sic]).  Proceedings of the United States National Museum 18: 744 (741-767).  “East Africa”.
microocellata Strand, 1909 (as ab. of Ypthima itonia).  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt a. M. 23: 113 (112-114).  Tanzania: “D.-O.-Africa, Neuwied-Ukerewe”.
quadriocellata Strand, 1909 (as var. of Ypthima itonia).  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt a. M. 23: 113 (112-114).  Tanzania: “Majita in Ost-Afrika”.
pluripupillata Strand, 1909 (as ab. of Ypthima itonia).  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt a. M. 23: 114 (112-114).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Aus Central-Africa, 6° südl. Br., 22-26° östl. L. v. Gr.”.
subocellata Strand, 1909 (as ab. of Ypthima itonia).  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt a. M. 23: 112 (112-114).  Tanzania: “D.-O.-Afrika, Songea, Ungoni”.
pluriocellata Strand, 1913 (as ab. of Ypthima itonia).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 79 (A.7.): 150 (138-151).  Cameroon: “Kamerun: Assoko, Jaundestation-Simekoa”.
Genus Mashuna van Son, 1955
Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 159 (1-166).
Type-species: Ypthima mashuna Trimen, by original designation.

= Ypthimorpha Overlaet, 1955.  Exploration du Parc National de l’Upemba 27: 23 (1-106).  Type-species: Ypthima mashuna Trimen, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus containing two species.

Mashuna mashuna (Trimen, 1895)

Ypthima mashuna Trimen, 1895.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1895: 181 (181-194).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Mashunaland; Fort Charter, Salisbury, and Hanyani River”.

Diagnosis: Characterized by the very short antennae; the dull yellow ring of the forewing ocellus is not clearly edged against its background (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Zimbabwe.

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Harare; Rusape; Victoria Falls; Nyanga; Marondera; Masvingo; Matobo Hills (Pinhey).

Common name: Mashuna ringlet.

Habitat: Marshy areas in savanna and grassland (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Specimens fly low down, settle often, and seldom wander far from their marshy habitat (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Cynodon species (Poaceae) [Pinhey, cited by Pringle, et al., 1994: 72; in captivity].
Mashuna upemba (Overlaet, 1955)

Ypthimorpha upemba Overlaet, 1955.  Exploration du Parc National de l’Upemba 27: 23 (1-106).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mukana”.

Distribution: Angola (north-east), Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Tanzania (south-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – In the vicinity of the Bisi Forest in Ufipa (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Marshy areas and open, grassy glades at high altitudes (Kielland, 1990).  In Tanzania it is found at altitudes from 2 000 to 2 200 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Occurs in very localized colonies (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
