FILE D – PIERIDAE

SUBFAMILY PIERINAE

Swainson, 1820
“Colotis group”

Genus Colotis Hübner, [1819]
In: Hübner, [1816-[1826].  Verzeichniss bekannter Schmettlinge 97 (432 + 72 pp.). Augsburg.
Type-species: Papilio amata Fabricius, by subsequent designation (Scudder, 1875. Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 10: 146 (91-293).).

= Aphrodite Hübner, [1819] in Hübner, [1816-[1826].  Verzeichniss bekannter Schmettlinge 95 (432 + 72 pp.). Augsburg.  Type-species: Papilio euippe Linnaeus, by subsequent designation (Klots, 1933.  Entomologica Americana 12: 152, 194 (139-242).).  [Invalid; junior homonym of Aphrodite Link, 1807.]

= Idmais Boisduval, 1836.  In: [Roret, Suites à Buffon] Histoire naturelle des Insectes. Species général des Lépidopteres 1: 584 (690 pp.). Paris.  Type-species: Pontia chrysonome Klug, by subsequent designation (Scudder, 1875.  Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 10: 196 (91-293).).

= Callosune Doubleday, 1847 in Doubleday & Westwood, [1846-52].  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: 57 (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.  Type-species: Papilio danae Fabricius, by subsequent designation (Scudder, 1875.  Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 10: 132 (91-293).).

= Anthopsyche Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 10 (55 pp.).  Type-species: Papilio achine Stoll, by subsequent designation (Scudder, 1875.  Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 10: 114 (91-293).).

= Ptychopteryx Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 17 (55 pp.).  Type-species: Ptychopteryx bohemani Wallengren, by monotypy. [Invalid; junior homonym of Ptychopteryx Leech, 1817.]

= Thespia Wallengren, 1858.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm 15: 77 (75-84). [Replacement name for Ptychopteryx Wallengren.]

= Calicharis Oberthür, 1876.  Études d’Entomologie 1: 18 (1-74).  Type-species: Anthocharis delphine Boisduval, by subsequent designation (Hemming, 1939.  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 8: 135 (133-138).)

Synonym based on extralimital type-species: Madais Swinhoe, [1909].

A predominantly Afrotropical genus of about 60 species, 44 of which occur in the Afrotropical Region.  Eleven of these have extralimital distributions (Palaearctic and Oriental).

Subgenus Colotis Hübner, [1819]
In: Hübner, [1816-[1826].  Verzeichniss bekannter Schmettlinge 97 (432 + 72 pp.). Augsburg.
Type-species: Papilio amata Fabricius, by subsequent designation (Scudder, 1875.   Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 10: 146 (91-293).).

Colotis (Colotis) amata (Fabricius, 1775)

Papilio amata Fabricius, 1775.  Systema Entomologiae: 476 (832 pp.). Flensburgi & Lipsiae.

Type locality: “India orientale”.

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Mauritania (Bernardi, 1966), Senegal, Gambia, Mali, Nigeria, Niger, Zambia, Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999), South Africa.  Also in Madagascar and southern Arabia.  Extralimitally in Iran, Arabia, India, Sri Lanka.

Common name: Topaz Arab tip; small salmon Arab.

Habitat: Arid, frost-free savanna.  In Tanzania at altitudes from sea-level to 2 100 m (Kielland, 1990).  Recorded as occurring in forest in Madagascar (Lees et al., 2003).  In West Africa it is a butterfly of the Sahel (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: The flight is low down and relatively weak for a species of Colitis.  Both sexes are frequently found feeding from flowers.  Both sexes spend much of their time flying around in the vicinity of their larval host-plant (Salvadora persica), resting periodically on the ground (Pringle et al., 1994).  The foodplant grows in stands and every stand appears to habour a colony of the species (sometimes together with C. phisadia) (Larsen, 2005a).  Irregular migrations have been recorded (Larsen, 1991).

Flight period: All year, with peak abundance from March to May (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Nurse, in Butler, 1896: 245 [Aden].


Eggs laid in batches of 20 or 30 on leaves of the foodplant; larvae remain gregarious for at least half of the larval stage.  Larva pea-green; very slightly rough; lower part lighter green; a slightly darker mark along back; some larvae with two black spots dotted with white behind the head; in some the first half of the streak down the back is whitish, others have this streak whitish along its whole length; some larvae with black heads, others with green heads.  Pupa also very variable; some very pale green, others yellowish brown, dotted with black.

Larsen, 1988c: 57-58.

In Dehli, India, females of C. vestalis were noted ovipositing single eggs on or near old leaves of the host plant, while those of C. amata were laid in large clusters on fresh leaves of the same trees.  The observations pertained to two species of the plant genus Salvadora.

Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 284 (photograph of final instar larva and pupa).

Larval food:

Salvadora persica L. (Salvadoraceae) [Nurse, in Butler, 1896: 245].

Capparis spp. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].
Colotis (Colotis) amata calais (Cramer, 1775)

Papilio calais Cramer, 1775.  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 1: 84 (155 pp.). Amsteldam and Utrecht.
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Colotis amata calais.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 36mm.  Pyloop, Transvaal.  3.4.53.  Russell Badham.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3039).

Type locality: South Africa: “Kaap de goede Hoop”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Mauritania, Senegal (north), Gambia, Mali, Nigeria (north-east), Niger, Zambia, Botswana (north), Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal - north).  Also in southern Arabia.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Rukwa basin to Mpanda; Northern Highlands; central plateau; Rubeho Mountains; west Usambara; Nguu Forests; Kimboza Forest; Uluguru Mountains; Dendene Forest; Kiono Forest (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Zambezi River at Feira; Chiawa; Chirundu (Heath et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Birchnough Bridge (Van Son 1949); Odzi Valley; Sabi Valley (Pringle et al., 1994).

Botswana – Kasane, Chobe River (Van Son, 1949).

Namibia – Katima Mulilo (Swart, 2004).

Limpopo Province – Soutpansberg (Van Son, 1949); Elim (Swanepoel, 1953); Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953); Vivo (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – near Orighstad (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Golela (Pennington); Hluhluwe (Pringle et al., 1994); Mkuze River (Pennington).

dynamene Klug, 1829 in Klug, 1829-45 (as sp. of Pontia).  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum pl. 6 ([183] pp.).  “Arabia deserta”.
pallida Stoneham, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis calais).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (38): [1] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Nairobi”.
Colotis (Colotis) amata crowleyi (Sharpe, 1898)

Teracolus crowleyi Sharpe, 1898 in Sharpe, 1898-1902.  Monographiae Entomologicae. 1.A monograph of the genus Teracolus 8 (156 pp.). London.

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar.
flavus Aurivillius, 1910 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as ab. of Teracolus amatus crowleyi).   Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 50 (614 pp.).  No locality given.
Colotis (Colotis) amata williami Henning & Henning, 1994

Colotis amata williami Henning & Henning, 1994.  In: Pringle, Henning, and Ball [eds] Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 287 (800 pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa.

Type locality: Namibia: “Namib, 7 Mar. 1976, L. Heinrich.”  Holotype in Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Distribution: Namibia (central and north).

Specific localities:

Namibia – Brandberg; Etosha; Namib; Namutoni (Pringle et al., 1994); Tsaobis Leopard Farm, Karibib district (Swart, 2004).
Colotis (Colotis) antevippe (Boisduval, 1836)

Anthocharis antevippe Boisduval, 1836.  In: [Roret, Suites à Buffon] Histoire naturelle des Insectes. Species général des Lépidopteres 1: 572 (690 pp.). Paris.

Type locality: Senegal.

Distribution: Mauritania, Senegal, Gambia, Mali, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Benin, Nigeria, Niger, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Angola, Sudan, Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman.

Common name: Red tip; large orange tip.

Habitat: Frost-free moist and dry savanna and coastal bush (Pringle et al., 1994).  In West Africa it is found in Guinea and Sudan savanna, with slight penetration of the Sahel (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania ssp. zera occurs at altitudes from 780 to 2 000 m; ssp. gavisa is found at altitudes from sea-level to over 2 100 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: A relatively common tip, which is sometimes numerous (Larsen, 2005a).  Males fly fairly fast, just above the ground, and occasionally rest on the ground (Pringle et al., 1994).  Females fly more slowly and keep to thickets and bush clumps.  Both sexes feed from flowers and males occasionally mud-puddle.  It is often seen traversing stretches of savanna country, flying in a straight line without stopping (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: All year, with distinct seasonal forms (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Trimen & Bowker, 1889: 81 and 137 [as Teracolus Antevippe (Boisduval) and Teracolus Achine Cramer or Teracolus Gavisa Wallengren].


“Larva.  Dull reddish-sandy above, with a broad dull-grey median longitudinal stripe, interrupted on middle of each segment by a large quadrate purplish-black spot.  Sides superiorly whitish, lower down greyish-sandy, and inferiorly (with legs, ventral surface, and head) dark-brown.  General surface very sparsely set with very short white hairs.  Dorsal surface minutely shagreened with raised whitish dots, but also with a number of considerably larger and more prominent deep gamboge-yellow dots, in transverse rows of six and two on each segment.  (Described from a single specimen, advanced towards pupation, received from Colonel Bowker in August 1887, which puapted on 25th).  Pupa.  Very pale ochreous-yellow, with a slight reddish tinge over all the lower surface.  On back, a median and two lateral grey longitudinal streaks, - each of the latter bounded interiorly by a yellowish-white line; between median and lateral streaks, on each side, two rows of more or less distinct small blackish spots; mixed with these some minute greyish speckles.  Wing-covers and leg-covers here and there finely streaked with grey, the former with a row of minute black dots near hind-margin.  Abdomen inferiorly with a median and two lateral dark-grey longitudinal streaks.  Length, 9 lin.; depth (from back to bulge of wing-covers), 3 lin.  (Described from two specimens received from Colonel Bowker (D’Urban, Natal) in August 1887, resulting in ♂ imagines on the 23rd and 25th respectively).  The pupa formed by the larva above described produced a ♀ imago on 14th September.  It was more brightly and deeply coloured than the two ♂ pupae, pale-yellow on the back, the dorsal median streak purple, and most of the other streaks dull vinous-red.”

Clark, in Van Son, 1949: 135.

Egg 0,9 mm high and 0,5 mm in diameter; elongate-subconical; 12 to 14 longitudinal ridges, of which half reach the micropyle, the other half stopping short before the upper end; about 30 transverse ribs; pure white when laid, changing to pale dull yellow with reddish spots; laid singly on a leaf of the foodplant.  Five larval instars, the first four lasting about 3 days each and the final taking 5 days.  First larval instar greenish yellow with a light dorsal stripe and light lateral stripes, which later become heavily edged with blackish; light yellow setiferous tubercles bearing glandular setae.  Final instar with ventral half blackish; a blackish dorsal line interrupted by some bluish in the anterior part of segments; setiferous tubercles yellow, arranged in transverse rows of six and two on each segment, the anterior row of six slanting backwards on each side; integument sparsely set with short white setae and

minutely shagreened with raised whitish dots.  Pupa laterally compressed, strongly keeled and moderately high dorso-thoracic keel; pointed but short cephalic projection, slightly upcurved distally; colour variable – usually pale yellow irrorated with blackish dots, with mid-dorsal and lateral brownish

stripes; wing-cases dull brownish with lighter veins and occasionally with dark longitudinal bands continued along the ventral side of the abdomen; colouration highly cryptic.

Clark, in Pringle et al., 1994: 366; plate 14.


“Eggs are laid singly on leaves or young shoots.  They are 0,5 mm to 0,6 mm in diameter, 1,1 mm to 1,2 mm high and white when first laid, later developing red blotches.  There are 12 to 14 longitudinal ribs braced by 30 to 32 cross ribs.  The larvae vary in colour but the first instar is always creamy yellow.  Larvae become purplish during the pre-pupal stage.  Larva:  On emergence 1,5 mm, egg duration five days.  1st instar 1,5 mm to 3,0 mm in three days; 2nd instar 3,0 mm to 5,0 mm in three days; 3rd instar 5,0 mm to 8,5 mm in three days; 4th instar 8,5 mm to 11,0 mm three days; 5th instar 11,0 mm to 24,0 mm in five days.  Pupa 20,0 mm hatched after 11 to 15 days.  The pupa is attached, head upwards, by the cremastral hooks and silken girdle around the middle.  It is purple for about five days, then changes to its final colour which ranges from bluish green or yellowish green to greyish brown or pinkish yellow.”

Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 306 (photograph of final instar larva and pupa).

Larval food:

Capparis species (Capparaceae) [Van Son, 1949: 136].

Maerua racemulosa (Capparaceae) [Dickson, 1965: 18].

Ritchiea spp. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Boscia oleoides (Burch. ex DC.) Tolken (Capparaceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978].

Capparis sepiaria L. var. citrifolia (Lam.) Tolken (Capparaceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978].

Maerua cafra (DC.) Pax (Capparaceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978].

Boscia albitrunca (Burch.) Gilg and Ben. (Capparaceae) [Williams, in Pringle et al., 1994: 291].

Maerua juncea Pax (Capparaceae) [Paré, in Pringle et al., 1994: 291].

Cadaba species (Capparaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].
Colotis (Colotis) antevippe antevippe (Boisduval, 1836)

Anthocharis antevippe Boisduval, 1836.  In: [Roret, Suites à Buffon] Histoire naturelle des Insectes. Species général des Lépidopteres 1: 572 (690 pp.). Paris.

Type locality: Senegal.

Distribution: Mauritania, Senegal, Gambia, Mali, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Benin, Nigeria (north), Niger, Cameroon (north).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Cape Coast (Larsen, 2005a).
carteri Butler, 1882 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 18: 227 (227-230).  Ghana: “Accra, Gold Coast”.

Colotis (Colotis) antevippe gavisa (Wallengren, 1857)

Anthopsyche gavisa Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 13 (55 pp.).
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Colotis antevippe gavisa.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 45mm.  Hluhluwe, Zululand.  17.XII.36.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3071).

[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.jpg]



Colotis antevippe gavisa.  Female, wet season form.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 47mm.  Malelane, Kruger National Park, Mpumalanga Province, South Africa.  11 November, 1998.  M.C.Williams (Williams Collection).
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Colotis antevippe gavisa.  Male, dry season form.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 45mm.  Manoutsa, Limpopo Province, South Africa.  13 July, 1998.  M.C.Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: South Africa: “Caffraria”.

Distribution: Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba, Tanganika), Tanzania (south, including Zanzibar), Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province - south-east), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Widespread in the southern parts of the country (Kielland, 1990).

Namibia – Brandberg, at 2 000 m (D. and R. Plowes).

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal - Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Uitenhage (Swanepoel, 1953); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Kei River (Swanepoel, 1953); Butterworth (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St. Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Oudtshoorn (Swanepoel, 1953); Wilderness (Swanepoel, 1953); Knysna (Swanepoel, 1953); Plettenberg Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Great Brak River (Pringle et al., 1994).

Swaziland – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

achine Stoll, 1781 in Stoll, [1780-2] (as sp. of Papilio).  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 4 [part]: 94 (29-252).  Amsteldam & Utrecht.  South Africa: “Kaap de Goede Hoop.  [Invalid; junior primary homonym of Papilio achine Scopoli, 1763 [Satyrinae].]
harmonides Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 146 (126-165).  South Africa/Mozambique: “Between Natal and Delagoa Bay”.
ithonus Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 146 (126-165).  South Africa: “N.E. of Natal”.
hippocrene Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 147 (126-165).  South Africa/Mozambique: “Between Natal and Delagoa Bay”.
ignifer Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 147 (126-165).  South Africa: “Zoolu”.
simplex Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 148 (126-165).  South Africa: “D’Urban”.
hyperides Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 149 (126-165).  South Africa: “N.E. of Natal”.
hero Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 150 (126-165).  South Africa.
trimeni Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 150 (126-165).  South Africa: “Zoolu, Knysna and Plattenberg Bay”.
damarensis Aurivillius, 1879 (as sp. of Callosune).  Ofversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhlhandlingar. Stockholm 36 (7): 46 (39-69).  Namibia: “Damara”.

fumidus Swinhoe, 1884 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1884: 442 (434-445).  South Africa: “Transvaal”.
haevernicki Staudinger, 1885 in Staudinger and Schatz, 1884-8 (as sp. of Callosune).  Exotischer Schmetterlinge 1: 45 (333 pp.). Bayern.  South Africa: “Transvaal”.
luederitzi Suffert, 1904 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 129 (124-132).  Tanzania: “Lukuledi, Deutsch-Ost-Africa”.
subgavisa Dufrane, 1947 (as replacement name for Papilio achine Stoll).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 83: 57 (46-73).
Colotis (Colotis) antevippe zera (Lucas, 1852)

Anthocharis zera Lucas, 1852.  Revue et Magasin de Zoologie Pure et Appliquée 4: 423 (422-432).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Abyssinie”; Senegal.

Distribution: Sudan, Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania (north and west), Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri, Kivu), Saudi Arabia (south-west), Yemen, Oman.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Widespread in the northern and western parts of the country (Kielland, 1990).
helle Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 149 (126-165).  Sudan: “White Nile”.
subvenosus Butler, 1883 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 12: 105 (101-107).  “Victoria Nyanza”.
laura Sharpe, 1890 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 5: 441 (440-443).  Kenya: “from Mombasa to the Ulu Mountains”.
sulphurea Rebel, 1914 (as ab. of Teracolus achine var. antevippe).  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 28: 228 (219-294).  “Tanganyika-See”.
clarescens Joicey and Talbot, 1927 (as male f. of Teracolus achine).  Encyclopédie Entomologique (B.3. Lepidoptera) 2: 11 (1-14).  Tanzania: “Eastern Congo Russissi Valley, north of Lake Tanganyika”.
rosanides Stoneham, 1957 (as male f. of Colotis antevippe).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [3] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Mombasa”.
castanoides Stoneham, 1957 (as male f. of Colotis antevippe).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [3] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Malawa Forest, Nyanza Province”.
roseata Stoneham, 1957 (as male f. of Colotis antevippe).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [3] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Arubuka Forest, Kenya Coast”.
leander Stoneham, 1957 (as male f. of Colotis antevippe).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [3] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Mombasa”.
subalba Stoneham, 1957 (as male f. of Colotis antevippe).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [3] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Mombasa”.
rosaflava Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Colotis antevippe).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [3] ([4 pp.]).  Zimbabwe: “Umtali, Southern Rhodesia”.
rosamaria Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Colotis antevippe).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [3] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “East Surrey Estates, Trans Nzoia”.
rosalindae Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Colotis antevippe).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [3] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Mombasa”.
rosareducta Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Colotis antevippe).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [4] ([4 pp.]).  Uganda: “Kalinzu Forest”.
citrinella Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Colotis antevippe).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [4] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Nairobi”.
flavinella Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Colotis antevippe).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [4] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Malindi”.
flavireducta Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Colotis antevippe).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [4] ([4 pp.]).  Tanzania: “Old Moshi, Tanganyika”.
albissima Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Colotis antevippe).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [4] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Malindi”.
Colotis (Colotis) aurigineus (Butler, 1883)

Teracolus aurigineus Butler, 1883.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 12: 103 (101-107).
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Colotis aurigineus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 38mm.  Nyabushozi Country (Ankole District), Western Uganda.  15.i.1974.  K.M. Paulius.  (Henning collection - H97).

Type locality: “Victoria Nyanza”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu, Ituri), Sudan (south), Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia (east and north-east), Malawi (north).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Most of the dry parts of the country but not north-west of the Rukwa basin and largely absent from the Brachystegia woodlands (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Chipata; Mporokoso; Makonde; Chianga River; Kasama; Mbala; below the Nyika Escarpment (Heath et al., 2002).

Common name: African golden Arab tip.

Habitat: Mesic to dry savanna.  It also penetrates sub-desert areas, on the one hand, and forest clearings, on the other (Larsen, 1991).  In Kenya it has been recorded in forest clearings at altitudes of 3 000 m. (Larsen, 1991).  In Tanzania at altitudes from 500 to 2 200 m (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Capparis spp. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Boscia spp. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Maerua species (Capparaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 56].

Ritchiea species (Capparaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 56].
venustus Butler, 1888 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1888: 94 (91-98).  Tanzania: “Kilima-njaro”.
ansorgei Marshall, 1897 (as ?).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1897: 13 (3-36).  Tanzania: “Parumbira, German East Africa”.
aurora Stoneham, 1957 (as f. of Colotis ansorgei).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [2] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Lodwar, Turkana”.
tithonus Stoneham, 1957 (as f. of Colotis ansorgei).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [2] ([4 pp.]).  Uganda: “Ankole”.
Colotis (Colotis) aurora (Cramer, 1780)

Papilio aurora Cramer, 1780.  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 4 [part]: 18 (1-28). Amsteldam & Utrecht.

Type locality: “Côte de Coromandel” [extralimital].

Distribution: Mauritania, Senegal, Gambia, Mali, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Benin, Nigeria, Chad, Sudan, Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo, Somalia, southern Arabia.

The nominate subspecies is extralimital (Asia, India, Sri Lanka).

Common name: Sulphur orange tip.

Habitat: Savanna.  In West Africa in Sudan savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Often found abundantly, together with C. danae, flying around stands of their larval host-plant (Cadaba sp.).  Sympatric with the similar but faster-flying C. incretus in the south-east of Kenya, e.g. Tsavo National Park (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Capparis spp. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Maerua spp. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Cadaba species (Capparaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 134].
eucharis Fabricius, 1775 (as sp. of Papilio).  Systema Entomologiae 472 (832 pp.). Flensburgi & Lipsiae.  “India orientale”.  [Invalid; junior primary homonym of P. eucharis Drury, 1773 [Pieridae].]
Colotis (Colotis) aurora evarne (Klug, 1829)

Pontia evarne Klug, 1829 in Klug, 1829-45.  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum pl. 6 ([183] pp.).

Type locality: Sudan: “Ambukohl”.

Distribution: Mauritania, Senegal (northern half), Gambia, Mali, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Benin (north), Nigeria, Chad, Sudan, Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda, Democratic Republic of Congo, Somalia, southern Arabia.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Accra (Larsen, 2005a; a stray).

Nigeria – Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).
citreus Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 162 (126-165).  Sudan: “Hor Tamanib; White Nile”.
xanthevarne Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 163 (126-165).  Sudan: “White Nile”.

philippsi (?phillipsi) Butler, 1886 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1885: 772 (756-776).  Somalia: “Somali-Land”.
sharpei Aurivillius, 1910 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as f. of Teracolus evarne philippsi).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 60 (614 pp.).  Somalia: “Somaliland”.
extrema Niepelt, 1937 (as f. of Teracolus evarne).  Festschrift zum 60. Geburtstage von Professor Dr. Embrik Strand 3: 557 (556-559).  Somalia: “Afgoi”.
butleri Stoneham, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis eucharis).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (38): [2] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Shimo-la-Teiva, Kenya Coast”.
mambrui Stoneham, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis eucharis).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (38): [3] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Mambrui, Kenya Coast”.
xanthecolus Stoneham, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis eucharis).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (38): [3] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Mambrui, Kenya Coast”.
albescens Stoneham, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis eucharis).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (38): [3] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Malindi, Kenya Coast”.
harrarensis Dufrane, 1947 (as ssp. of Colotis auxo).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 83: 59 (46-73).  Ethiopia: “Harrar”.
maureli Dufrane, 1947 (as ab. of Colotis auxo harrarensis).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 83: 59 (46-73).  Ethiopia: “Harrar”.
Colotis (Colotis) auxo (Lucas, 1852)

Anthocharis auxo Lucas, 1852.  Revue et Magasin de Zoologie Pure et Appliquée 4: 422 (422-432).

Type locality: South Africa: “port Natal”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu), Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Mica (Swanepoel, 1953); Gravelotte (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetsi (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Waterpoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953); Messina (Swanepoel, 1953); Blouberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Tubex (Swanepoel, 1953); Olifants River (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Waterberg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Komatipoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg district (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Rustenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Marico district (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Oribi Gorge (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Weenen (Swanepoel, 1953); Empangeni (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Mtubatuba (Swanepoel, 1953); St. Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Keiskammahoek (Swanepoel, 1953); Peddie (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Kei River (Swanepoel, 1953); Tsomo River (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953)Port St. Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Balegane (Swanepoel, 1953); Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

Common name: Sulphur orange tip.

Habitat: Dry, frost-free savanna.

Habits: The flight is medium-fast and close to the ground.  Both sexes are attracted to flowers.  Specimens are often found in the vicinity of their larval host-plant, together with C. danae, which shares the same host-plant.

Flight period: All year but commonest during summer and autumn.  There are distinct seasonal forms (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Mansel Weale, 1877: 273 [as Teracolus Keiskamma Trimen] (Trans. Ent. Soc. Lond.)].

Trimen & Bowker, 1889: 124 [as Teracolus Topha (Wallengren)].


“Larva.  When first hatched, bright-orange; afterwards brownish-green; finally, dull glaucous bluish-green, with a darker median dorsal stripe, and a pale-yellow (almost white) stripe on each side above the legs.”  “Pupa.  Bright-green, with a thin yellow lateral line.


Mr. J.P. Mansel Weale, to whom I owe the above note of the larva and pupa, mentioned in a letter to me (and has also recorded in Trans. Ent. Soc. Lond., 1877) that the ♂ [sic] Keiskamma (= Topha, Wallengr.) laid her small, fluted orange-coloured eggs singly on the summit of the flower-buds of the food-plant, and that the young larva penetrates the bud, where it passes its first stage.  The latest colouring of the caterpillar assimilates so nearly to that of the leaves that it is difficult to discover the insect, and Mr. Weale obtained most of his specimens by beating the shrub.  Finding that the puape varied a good deal in colour when developed in confinement, Mr. Weale tried the effect of rearing some specimens “in glass test-tubes exposed on coloured cards, in which they were partially enveloped”, with the result that on a vermilion card one pupa was pale-ochreous and another pale bluish-green; on a gamboge-yellow card, bright-green; on green card (cobalt and gamboge), ochreous; on cobalt-blue card, greenish-white.  Exposed on the food-plant in nature, the pupa was bright-green; on dead leaves away from the light, dark-brown; on dry stem of food-plant, pale ochreous; and on a glass tumbler, pale yellowish-green.”

Clark, in Van Son, 1949: 131.  [as Colotis eucharis]


Egg about 1mm high and 0,6 mm in diameter; about 13 longitudinal ribs, of which 6 to 8 reach the micropyle; 24 to 25 cross ridges; pale watery yellow, later darkening and developing dull salmon spots; laid singly; egg stage 4 days.  Five larval instars lasting about 11 days.  First larval instar whitish yellow; 1,25 mm long; head black; numerous long whitish setae.  Second instar pale yellowish green; setae much shortened.  Third instar green or bluish green; two dorso-lateral yellowish stripes; setae exude a pinkish liquid at tips.  Fourth instar bluish green; spiracular white stripes, edged with pinkish below; setae absent.  Final instar variable in colour, some green with a subspiracular yellow line, others greenish blue with large lateral white spots edged with pinkish, or whitish blue dorsally and laterally, green ventrally and with a light spiracular line; head greenish and very small in proportion to the body.  Pupa laterally compressed and deeply keeled; a long and acute cephalic projection; colour variable – green, dull cream, dull yellow and dull yellow with extensive black blotches; pupal stage usually about 10 days but may be protracted during adverse weather conditions [winter].

Clark, in Pringle et al., 1994: 364; plate 13.


“The eggs are laid singly on leaves or young shoots.  They are 0,6 mm to 0,7 mm in diameter, 1,1 mm to 1,2 mm high and creamy white when first laid, becoming dull yellow with salmon spots later.  There are 13 longitudinal ribs braced by 24 to 25 cross ribs.  The egg stage lasts about four days.  The first instar larva is yellow, developing brown mottling after a day or so.  Colour in the final instar is variable, as can be seen from the figures.  There are five larval instars lasting about 11 days.  The pupa ranges in colour from green to orange-yellow.  It is attached, head upwards, by the cremastral hooks and a silken girdle around the middle.  This stage lasts about 10 days but may be longer as a result of adverse climatic conditions.”

Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 303 (photograph of final instar larva and pupa).

Larval food:

Cadaba natalensis Sond. (Capparaceae) [Mansel Weale, 1877: 273 ?].

Cadaba termitaria N.E. Br. (Capparaceae) [Williams, in Pringle et al., 1994: 291].
topha Wallengren, 1860 (as sp. of Anthopsyche).  Wiener Entomologische Monatschrift 4: 34 (33-46).  South Africa: “Caffraria orientali”.
keiskamma Trimen, 1862 (as sp. of Anthocharis).  Rhopalocera Africae Australis Part 1.  Papilionidae, Pieridae, Danaidae, Acraeidae, and Nymphalidae 56 (190 pp.). Cape Town.  South Africa: “British Kaffraria, at Kingscote and as far as the Chalumna”.
syrtinus Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 163 (126-165).  Senegal. [False locality.]
vulnerata Staudinger, 1885 in Staudinger and Schatz, 1884-8 (as sp. of Callosune).  Exotischer Schmetterlinge 1: 46 (333 pp.). Bayern.  Tanzania: “Taiti, Insel Zanzibar”.
intensa Stoneham, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis eucharis).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (38): [3] ([4 pp.]).  Tanzania: “Same, Tanganyika Territory”.
reducta Stoneham, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis eucharis).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (38): [3] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Kampi-ya-Moto, near Nakuru, Kenya Colony”.
Colotis (Colotis) celimene (Lucas, 1852)

Anthocharis celimene Lucas, 1852.  Revue et Magasin de Zoologie Pure et Appliquée 4: 426 (422-432).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Abyssinie”.

Distribution: Senegal, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Nigeria, Niger, to Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, Angola, Swaziland, South Africa.

Common name: Lilac tip; magneta tip.

Habitat: Dry, frost-free savanna.  In West Africa in Sudan savanna (Larsen, 2005a).  May penetrate sub-desert habitats (Larsen, 1991).  In Tanzania at altitudes from 700 to 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: This is generally an uncommon species.  The flight is fast and direct, and from one to two metres above the ground.  They often fly long distances, in an almost straight line (Larsen, 2005a).  In South Africa males have been observed to select a large isolated tree as the centre-piece of their territory and hover backwards and forwards or in circles for long periods of time, a metre or so from the tree and a few metres above the ground (Swanepoel, 1953).  Similar behaviour has been noted in Namibia (Swart, 1997) and Kenya (M. Williams, unpublished).  The species of tree does not seem to matter but the crown and sides are invariably densely leaved.  No other species of Colotis is known to evince this behaviour so that hovering males can be specifically identified from more than a hundred metres away.  Heath et al. (2002) note that males may actually perch, chasing other butterflies that pass their resting spot, most unusual behaviour for a pierid.  Both sexes feed from flowers.  Males occasionally mud-puddle (Larsen, 1991).  Both sexes often settle on bare ground.

Flight period: All year, but with peak emergence from February to April in southern Africa (Pringle et al., 1994) and May-June in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Swart, 1997: 3 [as Colotis celimene pholoe; Windhoek district, Namibia]. (Metamorphosis 8(1): 3-5).

Larval food:

Capparis spp. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318; Dickson & Kroon, 1978].

Boscia spp. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Boscia albitrunca (Burch.) Gilg and Ben. (Capparaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 289; ssp. amina].

Boscia albitrunca (Burch.) Gilg and Ben. (Capparaceae) [Swart, 1997: 3; ssp. pholoe].

Boscia salicifolia (Capparaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 291].

Maerua species (Capparaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].
Colotis (Colotis) celimene celimene (Lucas, 1852)

Anthocharis celimene Lucas, 1852.  Revue et Magasin de Zoologie Pure et Appliquée 4: 426 (422-432).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Abyssinie”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Tsavo; Suk; Kibwezi; Emali; Rift Valley; Nanyuki (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Arid parts of the Northern Highlands, including Serengeti; Morogoro; below Image Mountain; Ruaha Gorge; Ufipa; Mpanda (Kielland, 1990).
Colotis (Colotis) celimene amina (Hewitson, 1866)

Anthocharis amina Hewitson, 1866 in Hewitson, 1862-6.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 3: 10 (124 pp.). London.
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Colotis celimene amina.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 40mm.  Hot Springs, S. Rhodesia.  31:3:60.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3045).

Type locality: “Zambesi”.

Distribution: Zambia, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Botswana (east), Swaziland, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, Gauteng, North-West Province, KwaZulu-Natal).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Siavonga; Mumbwa; Mwinilunga; Mutundu; Kalulushi; Pemba; lower-Luangwa Valley; mid-Zambezi Valley; Chiawa; Kariba (Heath et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Sabi Valley (Van Son, 1949); Harare (Van Son, 1949); Hwange (Van Son, 1949); Limpopo Valley (Van Son); south of the Bubye River (Pennington).

Botswana – Macloutsie River in the Tuli Block (Van Son, 1949). 

Limpopo Province – Limpopo River (Swanepoel, 1953); Tubex (Swanepoel, 1953); Malipsdrift (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane – Rita (Swanepoel, 1953); Waterpoort (Williams).

Mpumalanga – Lydenburg district (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Pienaars River (MCW).

North-West Province – Klerksdorp district (Swanepoel, 1953); Marico River (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Nagle Dam (Van der Riet); Lower Umvoti Valley (Van der Riet); Tugela River, 16 km from Weenen (Hutchinson).

Colotis (Colotis) celimene angusi Rothschild, 1921

Colotis celimene angusi Rothschild, 1921.  Novitates Zoologicae 28: 145 (142-170, 215-229).

Type locality: [Niger]: “Zinder, Damagarim”.

Distribution: Niger, Sudan (central and west).

Note: Larsen (2005a) regards this taxon as synonymous with ssp. sudanicus but does not change its status formally.
Colotis (Colotis) celimene pholoe (Wallengren, 1860)

Anthopsyche pholoe Wallengren, 1860.  Wiener Entomologische Monatschrift 4: 35 (33-46).

Type locality: Botswana: “Ad lacum N’Gami Africae”.

Distribution: Angola, Botswana (west), Namibia.

Specific localities:

Botswana – Ngami (TL).

Namibia – Brandberg; Kuiseb Canyon; Okahandja; Okosongomingo, east of Otjiwarongo; Otavi; Owamboland; Rehoboth; Sesfontein (Pringle et al., 1994); Windhoek (Pennington).
phaenon Trimen, 1863 (as sp. of Anthocharis).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 1: 522 (519-525).  Namibia: “Damara Land”.
Colotis (Colotis) celimene praeclarus (Butler, 1886)

Teracolus praeclarus Butler, 1886.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1885: 769 (756-776).

Type locality: Somalia: “Somili-land”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Somalia.
Colotis (Colotis) celimene sudanicus (Aurivillius, 1905)

Teracolus celimene var. sudanicus Aurivillius, 1905.  Arkiv för Zoologi 2 (12): 19 (47 pp).

Type locality: Sudan: “Alhadji-Bara”.

Distribution: Senegal (east), Burkina Faso, Ghana (north), Nigeria (north), Niger to Democratic Republic of Congo (Bouyer, 2005), Sudan (south).
Colotis (Colotis) chrysonome (Klug, 1829)

Pontia chrysonome Klug, 1829 in Klug, 1829-45.  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum pl. 7 ([183] pp.).

Type locality: Sudan: “Ambukohl”.

Distribution: Mauritania, Senegal (north), Mali, Burkina Faso, Nigeria (extreme north-east – Maiduguri area), Niger, central and eastern Sahara, Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia, Arabia (south), Uganda (north), Kenya (north, east and south), Tanzania (north).

Extralimitally in Arabia (except east), Israel and Jordan.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – lower scrub country of Northern Highlands (Kielland, 1990).

Common name: Golden Arab tip.

Habitat: Arid savanna.  In Tanzania at altitudes from 1 000 to 1 600 m (Kielland, 1990).  In West Africa it occurs in the Sahel (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Uncommon, with a fast flight just above ground level (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes frequently settle on the ground and feed from flowers when these are available (Larsen, 2005a). They do not seem to mud-puddle but do rest in the shade on exceptionally hot days (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Maerua species (Capparaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 129].

Other genera of Capparaceae, besides Maerua, have been recorded as larval foodplants but Larsen (2005a) believes that the larvae feed only on species of Maerua.
gaudens Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 18: 486 (480-490).  Ethiopia: “Atbara, Abyssinia”.
arenicolens Butler, 1884 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 21: 81 (81).  “Arabia”.
helvolus Butler, 1888 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1888: 94 (91-98).  Tanzania: “Kilima-njaro”.
cosmas Hulstaert, 1924 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 99 (90-99).  Kenya: “Zuwani, Tsavo Riv.”.
meinertzhageni Riley, 1934 (as ssp. of Teracolus chrysonome).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (10) 13: 178 (175-181).  Algeria: “Ahaggar Mountains, Tamanrasset Wadi; Tirarat Plateau”.
socnensis Krüger, 1939 (as ssp. of Teracolus chrysonome).  Annali del Museo Libico di Storia Naturale 1: 321 (317-357).  Libya: “Gebel es-Soda, Bir Gteifa”.
patrizii Storace, 1949 (as ssp. of Colotis chrysonome).  Annali del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale (di Genova) Giacomo Doria 64: 16 (12-29).  Somalia: “Ola Uagèr”.
Colotis (Colotis) daira (Klug, 1829)

Pontia daira Klug, 1829 in Klug, 1829-45.  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum pl. 8 ([183] pp.).

Type locality: “Ex Arabie felici”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman, Kenya, Tanzania.

Common name: Black-marked orange tip.

Habitat: Dry savanna.  In West Africa in Sudan savanna and, to a lesser extent, Guinea savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A fairly common species where it occurs, the males having a medium-fast flight (Larsen, 2005a).  Males tend to patrol river beds, in search of females.  Specimens frequently settle on the ground and aggregations, perched on bare ground, will often be encountered in the shade of trees on very hot days  (Larsen, 1991).  Both sexes feed from flowers.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Capparis sp. (Capparaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 136].

Cadaba sp. (Capparaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 136].
Colotis (Colotis) daira daira (Klug, 1829)

Pontia daira Klug, 1829 in Klug, 1829-45.  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum pl. 8 ([183] pp.).

Type locality: “Ex Arabie felici”.

Distribution: Saudi Arabia (south-west), Yemen, Oman.
yerburyi Swinhoe, 1884 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1884: 441 (434-445).  Yemen: “Haithalkim near Aden”.
swinhoei Butler, 1885 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1884: 491 (478-503).  Yemen: “Haithalkim”.
Colotis (Colotis) daira jacksoni (Sharpe, 1890)

Teracolus jacksoni Sharpe, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 5: 336 (335-336).

Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Kenya (east), Tanzania (north-east).
flavidus Aurivillius, 1910 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as female ab. of Teracolus daira).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 58 (614 pp.).  “Brit. East Africa”.
flavidifacies Stoneham, 1940 (as female f. of Colotis daira).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (40): [3] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Kibwezi”.
arusaroides Stoneham, 1940 (as female f. of Colotis daira).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (40): [4] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Malindi”.
Colotis (Colotis) daira stygia (Felder & Felder, 1865)

Anthopsyche stygia Felder & Felder, 1865 in Felder & Felder, 1865-7.  Reise der Österreichischen Fregatte Novara 188 (549 pp.). Wien.

Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Nigeria (north-east), Sudan, Ethiopia (south), Somalia, Kenya (north, west).
dalila Felder and Felder, 1865 in Felder and Felder, 1865-7 (as sp. of Anthopsyche).  Reise der Österreichischen Fregatte Novara 188 (549 pp.). Wien.  Ethiopia: “Africa septentrionali-orientalis, Bogos”.
odysseus Swinhoe, 1884 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1884: 441 (434-445).  Sudan: “White Nile”.
thruppi Butler, 1886 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1885: 771 (756-776).  Somalia: “Somali-land”.
flavus Aurivillius, 1910 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as female ab. of Teracolus daira).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 58 (614 pp.).  No locality given.
arusa Talbot, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis daira thruppi).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 201 (173-233).  Ethiopia: “Arusa Galla country”.
canescens Talbot, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis daira thruppi).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 202 (173-233).  Somalia: “Somaliland, Hargesia, 4300 feet”.
Colotis (Colotis) danae (Fabricius, 1775)

Papilio danae Fabricius, 1775.  Systema Entomologiae 476 (832 pp.). Flensburgi & Lipsiae.

Type locality: “India Orientale”.

Distribution: Mauritania, Senegal, Gambia, Mali, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Nigeria, Niger, Chad, Sudan, Ethiopia, Arabia, Somalia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Angola, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland.

Extalimitally it is found in India and Sri Lanka (as the nominate subspecies).

Common name: Scarlet tip.

Habitat: Frost-free savanna.  In Tanzania ssp. pseudacaste occurs at altitudes from 500 to 1 700 m (Kielland, 1990).  In West Africa in Sudan savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a common butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is relatively slow and close to the ground.  Both sexes feed from flowers.  Specimens are usually encountered in the vicinity of stands of the larval host-plant, often flying with C. auxo, C. aurora or C. eucharis, which utilize the same plants.  During particularly hot days numbers of specimens may rest in the shade of trees (Larsen, 1991).  Specimens may settle on the ground (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year; most abundant in autumn.  There are distinct seasonal forms (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, in Van Son, 1949: 128.


Egg 0,8 to 1 mm high and 0,5 to 0,6 mm in diameter; 11 to 13 longitudinal ribs, reduced to 6 or 8 at the micropyle; 22 to 24 cross-ridges; very pale whitish yellow, darkening later to yellow and developing red blotches; laid singly but a number may be laid on the same twig; egg stage 4 days.  Five larval stages, the first two lasting 4 days each, 3rd and 4th 3 days each, and the 5th 4 days.  First instar larva 1,3 mm in length; pale whitish yellow; head black; setae whitish.  Second instar light green with a yellow dorsal stripe; setae much shorter and secreting pinkish liquid.  Third and fourth instar similar but dorsal stripe in 4th instar narrower.  Final instar green with narrow yellow dorsal stripe; bluish white below the spiracles; spiracles dark brown; head light green; in some larvae lateral oblique light spots on segments 7 and 8, which may be white, white with pinkish centres or pale yellow; attains a legnth of 24-25 mm.  Pupa at first purple, changing to blue-green, yellow-green, yellow or whitish yellow; lateral markings pink, pinkish-brown or brown; laterally compressed and strongly keeled; rather short dorso-thoracic elevation; small cephalic projection; pupal stage about 9 days.

Clark, in Pringle et al., 1994: 362; plate 12.


“The eggs are laid singly on leaves or young shoots.  They are 0,5 mm to 0,6 mm in diameter and 0,8 mm to 1 mm high.  When first laid, the eggs are a whitish-yellow colour; red blotches develop later.  There are 11 to 13 longitudinal ribs braced by 22 to 24 cross ribs.  The larva eats its way out through the top of the egg and eats the discarded shell.  The first instar is pale orange while subsequent instars are green, becoming progressively darker.  The larva turns a purplish colour during the pre-pupal stage.  Larva:  On emergence 1,5 mm, egg duration four days.  1st instar 1,5 mm to 2,5 mm in four days; 2nd instar 2,5 mm to 4,5 mm in four days; 3rd instar 4,5 mm to 8,5 mm in three days; 4th instar 8,5 mm to 14,0 mm in three days; 5th instar 14,0 mm to 25,0 mm in four days.  Pupa 20,0 mm hatched after nine days.  The pupa is attached, head upwards, by the cremastral hooks and a silken girdle around the middle.  The pupa is purple for about five days before changing to its final colour which may range from bluish green to yellowish green, or greyish brown to pinkish yellow.”

Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 301 (photograph of final instar larva and pupa).

Larval food:

Cadaba natalensis Sond. (Capparaceae) [Van Son, 1949: 128].

Capparis spp. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Maerua angolensis DC. (Capparaceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978].

Cadaba termitaria N.E. Br. (Capparaceae) [Williams, in Pringle et al., 1994: 290].

Boscia senegalensis (Capparaceae) [Condamin, teste Larsen, 2005a (Senegal)].
Colotis (Colotis) danae annae (Wallengren, 1857)

Thestias annae Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 16 (55 pp.).
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Colotis danae annae.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 42mm.  Nyl Bridge, Nylsvley, Naboomspruit, Rep. S. Afr., SE 24 28 Da, 1100 m.  Savanna Ecosystem Research Project, C.S.I.R.  5/3/87.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3065).

Type locality: South Africa: “Caffraria”.

Distribution: Malawi, Zambia (south and east), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana (north-east), Namibia (north-east), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province - north, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland. 

Specific localities:

Zambia: Zambesi Valley; Luangwa Valley; Mutundu (Mufulira) – single male (Heath et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Maputo (Van Son, 1949); Gazaland (Van Son, 1949).

Zimbabwe – Birchnough Bridge (Van Son, 1949); Kasuma Pan (Van Son, 1949); Gwanda (Van Son, 1949); Bulawayo (Van Son, 1949); Lomagundi district (teste Stevenson, Van Son, 1949).

Botswana – Bamangwato (Van Son, 1949); Kama’s country (Van Son, 1949); Tchakani River (teste Trimen, Van Son, 1949); Macloutsie River (teste Trimen, Van Son, 1949).

Namibia – Damaraland (Van Son, 1949).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Van Son, 1949); Griffin Mine (Van Son, 1949); Limpopo River (Van Son, 1949); Gravelotte (Swanepoel, 1953); Tzaneen (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetsi (Swanepoel, 1953); Molimo’s location (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Waterpoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953); Blouberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane – Rita (Swanepoel, 1953); Chuniespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Olifants River (Swanepoel, 1953); Tubex (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus district (Swanepoel, 1953); Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Rooiberg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Van Son, 1949); Mariepskop (Van Son, 1949); Komatipoort (Van Son, 1949); Sabie Bridge (Van Son, 1949); Burgersfort (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Marico River (Van Son, 1949); Sentrum (Williams); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Pretoria district (Van Son, 1949).

KwaZulu-Natal – Victoria County (Trimen); Durban (Van Son, 1949); Weenen (Van Son, 1949); Verulam (Van Son, 1949); Empangeni (Swanepoel, 1953); Matubatuba (Swanepoel, 1953); St. Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); False Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Kingscote, Keiskamma River (Trimen); Port St Johns (Van Son, 1949); Kei River (Van Son, 1949); Bashee River (Van Son, 1949); Tsomo River (Van Son, 1949); Hamburg (Clark); King William’s Town (Clark); Middeldrift (Clark); Peddie (Clark).

Swaziland – Throughout busveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).

cinerascens Butler, 1873 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Cistula Entomologica 1: 172 (150-177).  South Africa: “Natal; Keiskamma River; Fish River Bush; Damaraland”.
wallengreni Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 157 (126-165).  South Africa: “N.E. of Natal”.
confusa Westwood, 1889 (as sp. of Callosune).  In: Oates, F., Matabele Land and the Victoria Falls 348 (338-388). [2nd edition] London.  Botswana: “ad ripas Tauani fluv.”.
cotini Dufrane, 1947 (as female ab. of Colotis [Teracolus] ione phlegyas).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 83: 56 (46-73).  Mozambique: “Tete”.
flava Dufrane, 1947 (as female ab. of Colotis [Teracolus] ione phlegyas).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 83: 56 (46-73).  Mozambique: “Tete”.
fuliginea Vári, 1976 (as ab. of Colotis danae).  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 30: 126 (121-144).  South Africa: “Skukuza (K.N.P.)”.
steeleii Woodhall, 2000 (as f. of Colotis danae annae).  Metamorphosis 11 (1): 30 (28-32).
Colotis (Colotis) danae eupompe (Klug, 1829)

Pontia eupompe Klug, 1829 in Klug, 1829-45.  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum pl. 6 ([183] pp.).

Type locality: “in Arabia deserta, in Sinai monte, in Dongala et Habessinia”.

Distribution: Mauritania, Senegal, Gambia, Mali, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Nigeria (north), Niger, Chad, Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya (except south-east), to Arabia (south and west).
theopompe Felder and Felder, 1865 in Felder and Felder, 1865-7 (as sp. of Anthopsyche).  Reise der Österreichischen Fregatte Novara 183 (549 pp.). Wien.  Sudan: “Nubia, M’Culu”.
anteupompe Felder and Felder, 1865 in Felder and Felder, 1865-7 (as sp. of Anthopsyche).  Reise der Österreichischen Fregatte Novara 184 (549 pp.). Wien.  Ethiopia: “Africa Septentrional-Oriental, Bogos”.
dedecora Felder and Felder, 1865 in Felder and Felder, 1865-7 (as sp. of Anthopsyche).  Reise der Österreichischen Fregatte Novara 184 (549 pp.). Wien.  Sudan: “Africa Septentrionali-Oriental, Chartum”; Ethiopia: “Bogos”.”
pulchra Ungemach, 1932 (as female f. of Teracolus eupompe).  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 41 (1-122).  Ethiopia: “Baro”.
depurpurata Ungemach, 1932 (as female f. of Teracolus eupompe).  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 41 (1-122).  Ethiopia: “Baro”.
pallidus Ungemach, 1932 (as ab. of Teracolus eupompe).  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 41 (1-122).  Ethiopia: “Baro”.
benadirensis Storace, 1949 (as f. of Colotis danae annae).  Annali del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale (di Genova) Giacomo Doria 64: 16 (12-29).  Somalia: “Merca; Belet Amin”.
Colotis (Colotis) danae pseudacaste (Butler, 1876)

Teracolus pseudacaste Butler, 1876.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 156 (126-165).

Type locality: Sudan: “White Nile”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Somalia, Uganda, Kenya (south-east), Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kigoma; Mpanda; Rukwa basin; Ufipa plateau; lower parts of the Northern Highlands; Nguu Mountains; Uluguru Mountains; Mikumi National Park; Ruaha National Park; Dodoma; Ruhebo Mountains; Chimala (Kielland, 1990).
phoenius Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 18: 488 (480-490).  Ethiopia: “Abyssinia, Atbara”.
miles Butler, 1883 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 12: 105 (101-107).  “Victoria Nyanza”.
sulphurosa Thurau, 1904 (as ab. of Teracolus annae).  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 48: 312 (301-314).  Tanzania: “Kirbaya Massai-Land, aus der Tour Mgera-Burunga”.
nigrilinea Talbot, 1939 (as f. of Colotis danae pseudacaste).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 190 (173-233).  Uganda: “S.E. Ankole, 4400-4800 feet”.
cytherea Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Colotis eupompe).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [3] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Kibwezi”.
dione Stoneham, 1957 (as f. of Colotis eupompe).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [3] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Mombasa?”.
ceres Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Colotis eupompe).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [3] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Kibwezi”.
Colotis (Colotis) danae walkeri (Butler, 1884)

Teracolus walkeri Butler, 1884.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 14: 403 (403-407).

Type locality: Angola: “Elephant Bay, south-west coast of Africa”.

Distribution: Angola (south-west), Namibia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Namibia – Damaraland; Kaokoland (Braine, Ficq and Collins); Orupembe in Kaokoland (Brown).
Colotis (Colotis) dissociatus (Butler, 1897)

Teracolus dissociatus Butler, 1897.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 20: 453 (385-399, 451-473).
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Colotis dissociatus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 42mm.  Rumphi, Malawi.  15/12/84.  H.S. Staude.  (Henning collection - H98).

Type locality: “from Nyasaland northward by Kilima-njaro to the Victoria Nyanza”.

Distribution: Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (south and east), Mozambique (north), Zimbabwe, Botswana.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Widespread but not high mountains, wet coastal areas and Brachystegia woodland (Kielland, 1990); Ruaha National Park; Mikumi National Park; lower parts of the Northern Highlands; Mpwapwa District (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia: Victoria Falls; Chiawa; Kafue Gorge; Mbala; Mkutu Mountains; 30 km north of Chirundu (Heath et al., 2002).

Habitat: Mainly dry savanna but also in moister savanna.  In Tanzania at altitudes from 200 to 1 700 m (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Capparis species (Capparaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 56].
Colotis (Colotis) doubledayi (Hopffer, 1862)

Idmais doubledayi Hopffer, 1862.  In: Peters, W.C.H., Reise Nach Mossambique. 362 (349-438). Berlin.

Type locality: [Angola]: “Congo”.

Distribution: Angola (coast), Namibia (west), South Africa (Northern Cape Province – extreme north-west).

Specific localities:

Angola – Belas Rd., 10 km S. of Luanda; Luanda.

Namibia – Naiam Hills, 20 miles west of Keetmanshoop (Van Son, 1949); Keetmanshoop (Van Son, 1949); Ai Ais; Blutkuppe; Brandberg (Pringle et al., 1994); Damaraland (Pringle et al., 1994); Fish River Canyon (Pringle et al., 1994); Kaokoland; Kuiseb Canyon; Namib Desert; Orapembe (35 km east of), Kaokoland; Spitzkoppe; north of Okangwati (Swart, 2004).
Northern Cape Province – Viool’s Drift (Pringle et al., 1994).
Common name: Doubleday’s veined tip.

Habitat: Very arid, semi-desert.  Often in dry, stony stream-beds in valleys (Pringle et al., 1994).

Habits: The flight is medium-fast, sustained and from one to two metres above the ground.  Both sexes feed from the flowers of small shrubs (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year but more prevalent in September-October, and again in April-May (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Henning, S., and Henning, G., 1989: 145 [as Colotis doubledayi angolanus].

Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 286.  [as Colotis doubledayi flavulus] (photograph of final instar larva and pupa on p. 287).

Material from Viool’s Drift, Northern Cape Province, South Africa.  Egg:  Pale yellow; elongate and attenuated towards the micropyle; longitudinally ribbed.  Larva:  4th instar initially grey-green with yellowish dorsal colouration; pubescent; head grey with green shading laterally.  Later becoming more glabrous and developing a white dorso-medial stripe; stripe bulges outwards in mid-segment; narrower portions of stripe with green tinge.  Anal segment with small bifid process.  Grows from at least 6 mm to 11 mm in 4 days.  5th (final) instar grey-green; initially without dorsal stripe, which develops as instar proceeds, becoming more conspicuous than in previous instar; whitish-yellow and faintly outlined with black.  Just before pupation dorsal stripe turns dark pink.  Grows to 21 mm in 5 days.  Pupa:  Straw-coloured with faint darker markings.  Pronounced ventral thoracic keel with laterally compressed wing cases.  Head well-defined and bearing a short dorso-laterally depressed process.  Pupa measures 10 mm from costal margin to outer wing margin and 12 mm from tip of cephalic process to cremaster; attached to a silk pad by the cremaster, and girdled.


Egg laid singly on a leaf of the foodplant.  Larval stage about 27 days.  When not feeding larvae tend to rest in a trough eaten out of the edge of the leaf, thereby blending into the leaf margin.  Pupal stage 9 days.  On emerging from the pupa the adult can expand its wings in as little as 45 seconds after finding a suitable site from which to hang.

Larval food:

Maerua schinzii Pax (Capparaceae) [Cottrell, in Dickson and Kroon, 1978: ; Vioolsdrif, Northern Cape Province].

Note:Larsen, 1998 (Metamorphosis 9 (1): 47) stated that Colotis doubledayi does not occur in West Africa and that the type locality is incorrect.  He says that its true range is from the mouth of the Congo River, southwards along the coast of Angola, thence to Namibia and the north-west corner of the Northern Cape Province, South Africa.  He stated that, because the distributional range is continuous, there are no subspecies of this taxon.
hewitsoni Kirby, 1871 in Kirby, 1871, 1877 (as sp. of Idmais).  A synonymic catalogue of diurnal lepidoptera 498 (690 pp. (1871); Suppl. 691-883 (1877)). London.  South Africa: “Amazoulu Country” [False locality]. 
angolanus Talbot, 1929 (as ssp. of Colotis aurigineus).  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 3: 72 (72-77).  Angola: “Lobito Bay”.
flavulus Henning, Henning, Joannou & Woodhall, 1997 (as ssp. of doubledayi).  Living butterflies of southern Africa, Volume 1: 285 (397 pp.).  Umdaus Press, South Africa.  Type locality: South Africa: “Viool’s Drift, Northern Cape Province, 29.ix.1967, K.M. Pennington”.  Synonymized with doubledayi by Larsen, 1998 (but not formally).
Colotis (Colotis) elgonensis (Sharpe, 1891)

Teracolus elgonensis Sharpe, 1891.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1891: 191 (187-194).

Type locality: Kenya: “Mount Elgon”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya, Tanzania.

Common name: Elgon crimson tip; mountain crimson tip.

Habitat: Undisturbed submontane forest.  In Tanzania at altitudes from 1 300 to 2 200 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The flight is fast and erratic, specimens often perching on the forest floor in sunny clearings.  It usually flies incessantly along the edges of submontane forests, occasonally visiting flowers (Larsen, 2005a).  Males often mud-puddle (Kielland, 1990).  It may fly in grassy clearings between forest patches (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Maerua spp. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Boscia species (Capparaceae) [Ackery and Rajan, 1988].

Capparis species (Capparaceae) [Ackery and Rajan, 1988].

Cadaba species (Capparaceae) [Ackery and Rajan, 1988].

Ritchiea species (Capparaceae) [Ackery and Rajan, 1988].
Colotis (Colotis) elgonensis elgonensis (Sharpe, 1891)

Teracolus elgonensis Sharpe, 1891.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1891: 191 (187-194).

Type locality: Kenya: “Mount Elgon”.

Diagnosis: Smaller than ssp. nobilis.  Apical spots on forewing faint or absent in male, three or four spots present in female, but very pale, only one submarginal black streak in area 2 (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Uganda (east), Kenya (west of the Rift Valley), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Mount Elgon; Nandi; Kakamega (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Minziro (rare); Rumanyika Game Reserve (common from 1 200 to 1 700 m) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
helena Grose-Smith, 1898 (as sp. of Pinacopteryx).  Novitates Zoologicae 5: 350 (350-358).  Kenya: “Kabras, Kavirondo”.
masabae Stoneham, 1957 (as f. of Colotis elgonensis).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [3] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Kitale, Kenya Colony”.
Colotis (Colotis) elgonensis basilewskyi Berger, 1956

Colotis elgonensis basilewskyi Berger, 1956.  Annales Musée Royal du Congo Belge. C-Zoologie (8vo) 51: 431 (427-439).

Type locality: Rwanda: “Ruanda, Kayove, 2000 m., terr. Kisenyi”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri, Kivu), Rwanda, Uganda (west), Sudan (south).
Colotis (Colotis) elgonensis glauningi (Schultze, 1909)

Teracolus elgonensis var. glauningi Schultze, 1909.  Societas Entomologica 24: 19 (17-19).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Kamerun”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon (north-west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a); Mambilla plateau (Larsen, 2005a).
Colotis (Colotis) elgonensis kenia Talbot, 1939

Colotis elgonensis kenia Talbot, 1939.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 188 (173-233).

Type locality: Kenya: “S.E. slopes, 6000 to 7000 feet”.

Distribution: Kenya (Embu and Meru districts, on eastern and south-eastern slopes of Mt Kenya).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Mount Kenya; Aberdares (Larsen, 1991).
Colotis (Colotis) elgonensis nobilis Carcasson, 1961

Colotis elgonensis nobilis Carcasson, 1961.  Occasional Papers.  Coryndon Memorial Museum, Nairobi 7: 6 (1-23).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Wanzizi, 1500 m., Western Province, Tanganyika Territory”.

Diagnosis: Larger than the other subspecies with a larger apical patch, which contains four or five crimson spots (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (western highlands).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Highlands of Mpanda and Kigoma; Mbuzi Mountain in Ufipa (single record) (Kielland, 1990).
Colotis (Colotis) ephyia (Klug, 1829)

Pontia ephyia Klug, 1829 in Klug, 1829-45.  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum pl. 6 ([183] pp.).

Type locality: Sudan: “Ambukohl”.

Distribution: Chad, Sudan, Saudi Arabia (south-west), Yemen.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Colotis (Colotis) erone (Angas, 1849)

Anthocharis erone Angas, 1849.  The Kafirs illustrated in a series of drawings taken among the Amazulu, Amaponda, and Amakosa tribes; [etc.]: pl 30 ([52] pp.). London.

Type locality: South Africa: “Coast near D’Urban and on the slopes of the Berea”.

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (TL); Oribi Gorge (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Pinetown (Swanepoel, 1953); Verulam (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepeol, 1953); St. Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953), Shongweni Dam (Clark & Dickson, 1967).

Eastern Cape Province – Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Coast purple tip.

Habitat: Coastal forest and bush.  Also occurs, more sparsely, in savanna-like country (Clark & Dickson, 1967).

Habits: Males fly rapidly along forest edges and streams, or in forest clearings.  The flight is direct and only a little above the ground (Clark & Dickson, 1967).  Females fly more slowly than males and tend to remain in the forest undergrowth.  Both sexes are fond of flowers.  Specimens often settle on the ground (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year, with peak emergences in midsummer (December-January) and midwinter (June-July) (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark & Dickson, 1967: 31 [Eggs and larvae from Umhlanga Rocks, KwaZulu-Natal, 1955/56].


Egg.  Laid singly, generally on a young shoot.  Pale yellow when laid, darkening slightly and developing salmon spots; 0.9 mm high and 0.6 mm in diameter; 14-15 longitudinal ribs, half of which reach the micropyle; these ribs cross-braced by some 25-28 lesser ribs.  Eggs hatch after 4-7 days.  Larva.  Eats its way out of the top of the shell and consumes the shell.  Larva is 1.75 mm on eclosion and pale yellow; soon developing brown longitudinal stripes.  Feeds on the surface of a leaf and grows to 3 mm in 6-12 days.  Second instar larva pale green with brown mottled stripes and with ventral parts dirty yellow.  Grows to 5.5 mm in 4 days.  Third instar larva darker green with more distinct brown stripes and with ventral portions yellow.  Grows to 9 mm in 3-4 days.  Fourth instar larva even deeper green and stripes faint greenish brown; the thin spiracular stripe of the former two instars is still present.  There is a broad white dorsal line (which is faintly visible in the previous instar).  Grows to 14 mm in 4-5 days.  Final (fifth) instar larva green with a thin spiracular white line.  Feeds on the edge of a leaf, filling the eaten out portion with the body.  Grows to 31 mm in 7 days.  Pupa.  About 22 mm long and mainly shades of green, matching the surroundings.  Secured in an upright position by cremastral hooks and a girdle.  Emergence takes place after about 18 days.  There is a succession of broods throughout the year with distinct seasonal differences in markings and size of the adults.

Larval food:

Maerua racemulosa (A. DC.) Gilg and Ben. (Capparaceae) [Platt (1921) cited by Van Son, 1949: 118; as Niebuhria pedunculosa Hochst.]
speciosa Wallengren, 1857 (as sp. of Anthopsyche).  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 16 (55 pp.).  South Africa: “Caffraria”.
jobina Butler, 1869 (as sp. of Euchloe).  Cistula Entomologica 1: 14 (1-16).  South Africa: “Natal”.
albidus Aurivillius, 1910 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as ab. of Teracolus erone).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 54 (614 pp.).  No locality given.
millari van Son, 1949 (as female f. of Colotis erone).  Transvaal Museum Memoires No. 3: 117 (237 pp.).  South Africa: “Durban”.
Colotis (Colotis) euippe (Linnaeus, 1758)

Papilio euippe Linnaeus, 1758.  Systema Naturae 1, Regnum Animale, 10th edition: 469 (824 pp.). Holmiae.

Type locality: “Asia”. [False locality.]  [Lectotype designated by Honey and Scoble, 2001: 324.]

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Burkina Faso, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2002), Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Angola, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Somalia, Sudan, Ethiopia, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Malawi, Mozambique, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Comoro Islands.

Common name: Smoky orange tip; round-winged orange tip.

Habitat: Savanna and coastal bush; forest margins and disturbed areas of forest.  In West Africa it inhabits mainly disturbed areas in the forest zone but also the Guinea savanna regions (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania ssp. omphale occurs at altitudes from sea-level to 1 900 m and ssp. complexivus from 600 to 1 900 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: A common and relatively slow flighted Colotis that prefers to fly in the semi-shade of fairly dense bush.  Males tend to fly along paths and road verges, in a more or less straight line, for long distances.  Both sexes are fond of flowers.

Flight period: All year, with distinct seasonal forms (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Trimen (vague description of pupa)

Clark, in Van Son, 1949: 144.


Egg elongate-conical; 1 mm high, diameter 0,5 mm; pale yellow, spotted with orange or red; laid singly on young shoots of foodplant; egg stage about 6 days.  Five larval instars lasting 17 days.  First instar larva 1,5 mm in length; final instar 21 mm in length.  Colour generally pale green; in final instar with yellow, white and black round the spiracles, and sometimes (as in Johannesburg specimens) a faint diagonal stripe; body sparingly covered with setae on moles, some having a drop of liquid on their end.  Pupa 17 mm long; green or light brown; strongly compressed laterally (more so than in C. antevippe), with moderately convex thorax; head rather broad, with acute conical cephalic projection; pupa stage lasts about 12 days.

Clark, in Pringle et al., 1994: plate 15, p.368.


“The eggs are laid singly on leaves or young shoots.  They are 0,4 mm to 0,5 mm in diameter and 0,8 mm to 1,2 mm high.  The eggs are white when first laid, becoming a dull yellow and developing red blotches later.  There are 10 to 15 longitudinal ribs braced by 24 to 30 cross ribs.  The young larva eats its way out near the top of the egg then devours the discarded eggshell.  The first instar is pale, yellowish brown while the later instars are green.  The first instar takes on a greenish tint after its first feed.  It feeds on the surface of the leaf, usually concealed in a young shoot.  Larva:  On emergence 1,5 mm, egg duration seven days.  1st instar 1,5 mm to 3,0 mm in three days; 2nd instar 3,0 mm to 5,0 mm in three days; 3rd instar 5,0 mm to 7,0 mm in three days; 4th instar 8,5 mm to 12,0 mm in four days; 5th instar 12,0 mm to 22,0 mm in five days.  Pupa 22,0 [sic] mm hatched after 11 to 15 days.  The pupa is attached, head upwards, by the cremastral hooks and a silken girdle around the middle.  It ranges in colour from green to light brown.”

Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 311 (photograph of final instar larva and pupa).

Larval food:

Capparis sepiaria L. var. citrifolia (Lam.) Tolken (Capparaceae) [Van Son, 1949: 144; as Capparis citrifolia Lam.].

Boscia oleoides (Burch. ex DC.) Tolken (Capparaceae) [Clark, cited by Van Son, 1949: 144; as Capparis oleoides].

Cadaba aphylla (Thunb.) Wild. (Capparaceae) [Clark, cited by Van Son, 1949: 144; as Cadaba juncea].

Maerua cafra (DC.) Pax (Capparaceae) [Clark, cited by Van Son, 1949: 144; as Maerua triphylla (Wendl.)].

Maerua variifolia (Capparaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 58].

Maerua rosmarinoides (Sond.) Gilg and Ben. (Capparaceae) [Joannou, cited by Pringle et al., 1994: 292].

Maerua juncea Pax (Capparaceae) [Paré, cited by Pringle et al., 1994: 292].

Boscia albitrunca (Capparaceae) [Nichols, 1995].

Cleome species (Cleomaceae) [Larsen, 2005a (forest zone of West Africa)].
evippe auctorum. [Lapsus for, or unjustified emendation of euippe].
Colotis (Colotis) euippe euippe (Linnaeus, 1758)

Papilio euippe Linnaeus, 1758.  Systema Naturae 1, Regnum Animale, 10th edition: 469 (824 pp.). Holmiae.

Type locality: “Asia”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Senegal (south), Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Burkina Faso, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2002), Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Angola (north).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Condamin teste Larsen, 2005a); near Dakar (Condamin teste Larsen, 2005a).

Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon et al., 2001).

Nigeria – Nakpanduri (Larsen, 2005a); Kano (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
arithusa Drury, 1773 (as sp. of Papilio).  Illustrations of Natural History 2: index et 35 (90 pp.). London.  Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon”.
rhexia Fabricius, 1775 (as sp. of Papilio).  Systema Entomologiae 476 (832 pp.). Flensburgi & Lipsiae.  Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon Africae”.
hanna Herbst, 1792 (as sp. of Papilio).  Natursystem aller bekannten in- und ausländischen Insekten. Der Schmetterlinge 5: 177 (231 pp.). Berlin.  Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon”.
amytis Godart, 1819 in Latreille and Godart, [1819], [1824] (as sp. of Pieris).  Encyclopédie Méthodique. Histoire Naturelle [Zoologie] 9 Entomologie: 123 (1-328 [1819], 329-828 [1824]. Paris.  Angola: “Angole”; Sierra Leone”.
cebrene Boisduval, 1836 (as sp. of Anthocharis).  In: [Roret, Suites à Buffon] Histoire naturelle des Insectes. Species général des Lépidopteres 1: 583 (690 pp.). Paris.  Sierra Leone.
ocale Boisduval, 1836 (as sp. of Anthocharis).  In: [Roret, Suites à Buffon] Histoire naturelle des Insectes. Species général des Lépidopteres 1: 584 (690 pp.). Paris.  West Africa: “Côte de Guinée”.
eurygone Lucas, 1852 (as sp. of Anthocharis).  Revue et Magasin de Zoologie Pure et Appliquée 4: 341 (324-345).  West Africa: “la côte de Guinée”.
loandicus Butler, 1872 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1871: 724 (721-725).  Angola: “Loanda”.
suffusus Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 152 (126-165).  Angola: “Ambriz”.
angolensis Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 154 (126-165).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congo”.
pulveratula Strand, 1913 (as ab. of Teracolus evippe [sic]).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 79 (A.2.): 19 (10-26).  Cameroon: “Kamerun, Mokundange”.
mokundangensis Strand, 1913 (as ab. of Teracolus evippe [sic]).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 79 (A.2.): 19 (10-26).  Cameroon: “Kamerun, Mokundange”.
leucoma Talbot, 1939 (as f. of Colotis evippe evippe [sic]).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 197 (173-233).  Sierra Leone: “Freetown”.
Colotis (Colotis) euippe complexivus (Butler, 1886)

Teracolus complexivus Butler, 1886.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1885: 770 (756-776).

Type locality: Somalia: “Somali-land”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (inland areas), Tanzania, Somalia (south).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Western, central and northern parts (Kielland, 1990).
pyrrhopterus Butler, 1894 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1894: 575 (557-593). [British East Africa]: “Thagana, in woods beside Ukikuya”.
mugenya Stoneham, 1940 (as female f. of Colotis evippe [sic]).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (40): [3] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Sarunga, Ugenya”.
lydia Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Colotis evippe [sic]).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [4] ([4 pp.]).  Uganda: “Kalinzu Forest”.

deineira Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Colotis evippe [sic]).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [4] ([4 pp.]).  Uganda: “Kalinzu Forest”.
evander Stoneham, 1957 (as male f. of Colotis evippe [sic]).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [4] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Mombasa”.
Colotis (Colotis) euippe exole (Reiche, 1850)

Anthocharis exole Reiche, 1850.  In: Ferrets, P.V.A. & Galinier, J.G. [1847-50].  Voyage en Abyssinie dans les provinces du Tigre, du Samen et de l’Ahmarra: 460 (258-471). Paris.

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Abyssinie”.

Distribution: Sudan (south), Ethiopia (south), Somalia, Saudi Arabia (south-west), Yemen.
epigone Felder and Felder, 1865 in Felder and Felder, 1865-7 (as sp. of Anthopsyche).  Reise der Österreichischen Fregatte Novara 187 (549 pp.). Wien.  Ethiopia: “Africa septentrionali-orientalis, Bogos”.
roxane Felder and Felder, 1865 in Felder and Felder, 1865-7 (as sp. of Anthopsyche).  Reise der Österreichischen Fregatte Novara 187 (549 pp.). Wien.  No locality given.
microcale Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 18: 487 (480-490).  Ethiopia: “Atbara, Abyssinia”.
Colotis (Colotis) euippe mediata Talbot, 1939

Colotis evippe [sic] mediata Talbot, 1939.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 199 (173-233).
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Colotis euippe mediata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 46mm.  Sinoia.  24.3.67.  R.J. Gallagher.  (Henning collection - H99).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “S. Congo, Elizabethville”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Sankuru, Shaba, Tanganika), Zambia, Zimbabwe (north and west).
ochroleucus Talbot, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis evippe [sic] mediata).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 199 (173-233).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “S. Congo, Lumbumbashi”.
paradoxa Dufrane, 1947 (as sp. of Colotis).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 83: 58 (46-73). Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congo belge”.  Synonymized with C. euippe mediata by Berger, 1948.
Colotis (Colotis) euippe mirei Bernardi, 1960

Colotis evippe [sic] mirei Bernardi, 1960.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 65: 123 (123-124).

Type locality: Chad: “Tibesti, versant nord (Zoumeri), entre Waneufou et Nemanemasse, 1200 m”.

Distribution: Chad (Tibesti Mountains).

Colotis (Colotis) euippe omphale (Godart, 1819)

Pieris omphale Godart, 1819 in Latreille and Godart, [1819], [1824].  Encyclopédie Méthodique. Histoire Naturelle [Zoologie] 9 Entomologie: 122 (1-328 [1819], 329-828 [1824]. Paris.
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Colotis euippe omphale.  Male, dry season form.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 38mm.  Manoutsa Park, Limpopo Province, South Africa.  13 July, 1998.  M.C.Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Tanganika), Kenya (coast), Tanzania, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland, Lesotho, Comoro Islands.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Southern parts, and coastal areas to the Kenya border (Kielland, 1990).

Limpopo Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001).

Free State Province – 

KwaZulu-Natal – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Alicedale (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St. Johns (Swanepoel, 1953); Klipplaat (Swanepoel, 1953); Noupoort (Swanepoel, 1953)

Western Cape Province – Montagu district (Swanepoel, 1953); Robertson (Swanepoel, 1953); Oudtshoorn (Swanepoel, 1953); Wilderness (Swanepoel, 1953); Knysna (Swanepoel, 1953); Plettenberg Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Northern Cape Province – Spektakel (Swanepoel, 1953); Springbok (Swanepoel, 1953); Kubus (Swanepoel, 1953); Griqualand West (Swanepoel, 1953); Vaal River (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

Lesotho – 

Comoro Islands – 

theogone Boisduval, 1836 (as sp. of Anthocharis).  In: [Roret, Suites à Buffon] Histoire naturelle des Insectes. Species général des Lépidopteres 1: 575 (690 pp.). Paris.  South Africa?: “Pays des Caffres et des Arténiquois”.
procne Wallengren, 1857 (as sp. of Anthopsyche).  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 12 (55 pp.).  South Africa: “Caffraria”.
acte Felder and Felder, 1865 in Felder and Felder, 1865-7 (as sp. of Anthopsyche).  Reise der Österreichischen Fregatte Novara 187 (549 pp.). Wien.  South Africa: “Port Natal”.
omphaloides Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 151 (126-165).  South Africa: “Zoolu”.
hybridus Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 152 (126-165).  South Africa: “Plettenburg Bay; Natal”.
pseudocale Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 154 (126-165).  South Africa: “Orange River”.
ochreata Talbot, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis evippe [sic] omphale).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 199 (173-233).  Tanzania: “Tanganyika Territory, Tendaguru”.
arcuata van Son, 1949 (as female f. of Colotis euippe).  Transvaal Museum Memoires No. 3: 142 (237 pp.).  Botswana: “Kabulabula, Chobe River”.
namaqua van Son, 1949 (as f. of Colotis euippe).  Transvaal Museum Memoires No. 3: 143 (237 pp.).  South Africa: “Kuboos, Richtersveld”.
Colotis (Colotis) eunoma (Hopffer, 1855)

Pieris eunoma Hopffer, 1855.  Berichte über die zur Bekanntmachung geeigneten Verhandlungen der Königl. Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin 1855: 640 (639-643).

Type locality: Mozambique: “Mossambique”.

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Mozambique.

Common name: Dune crimson tip; dune purple tip.

Habitat: Coastal dune scrub.

Habits: Males are very fast-flighted, patrolling their sand-dune environment restlessly.  Both sexes visit flowers, especially wild periwinkle and flame lily (Gloriosa superba) (Pringle et al., 1994).  Specimens settle on the ground when a cloud obscures the sunshine (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: Probably flies all year (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Colotis (Colotis) eunoma eunoma (Hopffer, 1855)

Pieris eunoma Hopffer, 1855.  Berichte über die zur Bekanntmachung geeigneten Verhandlungen der Königl. Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin 1855: 640 (639-643).

Type locality: Mozambique: “Mossambique”.

Distribution: Mozambique (coast, north of Vilanculos).

Specific localities:

Mozambique – Beira (Van Son, 1949); Barada (Van Son, 1949); Vilanculos (Pringle et al., 1994).
chromiferus Rothschild, 1894 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Novitates Zoologicae 1: 538 (535-540).  “Zambesi River”.
cooksoni van Son, 1956 (as female f. of Colotis eunoma).  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 22: 505 (503-509).  Mozambique: “Beira, Portuguese E. Africa”.
Colotis (Colotis) eunoma flotowi (Suffert, 1904)

Teracolus flotowi Suffert, 1904.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 83 (12-107).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Pangani, Deutsch-Ost-Africa”.

Distribution: Tanzania (coast and Zanzibar), Kenya (a single record by Carcasson, 1964).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – South of Dar es Salaam to Kisiju and Zanzibar (Kielland, 1990).
Colotis (Colotis) evagore (Klug, 1829)

Pontia evagore Klug, 1829 in Klug, 1829-45.  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum pl. 8 ([183] pp.).

Type locality: “Ex Arabia deserta”.

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Mali, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2002), Nigeria, Niger, Kenya, Zambia, Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, South Africa, Swaziland.  Also in Saudi Arabia and Yemen.  Extralimitally in north-west Africa and Spain (ssp. nouna).

Common name: Small orange tip; tiny orange tip.

Habitat: Savanna of different types.  In West Africa it is found in all types of savanna and regularly migrates south into the forest zone (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania at alttudes from sea-level to 1 800 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: A common species that flies weakly, close to the ground.  Both sexes are frequently seen feeding from flowers (Pringle et al., 1994).  Males very occasionally mud-puddle (Larsen, 1991).  Females about to oviposit fly into the foliage of the food plant and lay their eggs singly and rapidly after inspecting possible oviposition sites for a few minutes.  In North Africa it is known to be a strong migrant and, in West Africa, migrates southwards (Larsen, 1991).

Flight period: All year but most abundant from February to May in southern Africa.  There is marked seasonal variation, with a number of described forms (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, in Van Son, 1949: 160.


Egg elongate-conical; 0,9 mm high, 0,4 mm in diameter; about 12 longitudinal ribs, all or most reaching the micropyle; about 30 transverse ridges; yellow blotched with red; laid singly on leaf or twig of foodplant.  Five larval instars lasting 20 days.  First instar larva 1,5 mm on eclosion, growing to 17 mm at end of final instar.  Colour of lava generally green; final instar with a dark dorsal stripe and white lateral stripes edged with black below; two dark green stripes above, which on the first three segments are black edged with white; surface sprinkled with setae on moles, some having a drop of liquid at the tip.  Pupa 16-17 mm long; cream and black, or green, sometimes light brown; wing cases slightly keeled; pupal stage about 12 days.

Clark, in Pringle et al., 1994: plate 16, p.370.


“The eggs are laid singly on leaves or young shoots.  They are 0,4 mm to 0,5 mm in diameter and 0,6 mm to 1,0 mm high.  Eggs are white when first laid, becoming a pale salmon-pink and developing red blotches later.  There are 12 to 14 longitudinal ribs braced by 30 cross ribs.  The young larva eats its way out of the egg near the top and devours the discarded shell.  The first instar larva is pale, yellowish brown and the later instars are green.  The first instar takes on a greenish tint after its first feed.  It feeds on the surface of the leaf, usually concealed in a young shoot.  Larva:  On emergence 1,5 mm, egg duration seven days.  1st instar 1,5 mm to 3,0 mm in three days; 2nd instar 3,0 mm to 5,0 mm in three days; 3rd instar 5,0 mm to 8,5 mm in three days; 4th instar 8,5 mm to 12,0 mm in four days; 5th instar 12,0 mm to 22,0 mm in five days.  Pupa 22,0 mm hatched after 11 to 15 days.  The pupa is attached, head upwards, by the cremastral hooks and a silken girdle around the middle.  It ranges in colour from green to light brown.”

Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 317 (photograph of final instar larva and pupa).

Larval food:

Cadaba aphylla (Thunb.) Wild (Capparaceae) [Clark, cited by Van Son, 1949: 160; as Cadaba juncea].

Capparis sepiaria L. var. citrifolia (Lam.) Tolken (Capparaceae) [Clark, cited by Van Son, 1949: 160; as Capparis citrifolia].

Maerua cafra (DC.) Pax (Capparaceae) [Clark, cited by Van Son, 1949: 160; as Maerua triphylla (Thunb.) Dur. and Schinz].

Ritchiea species (Capparaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 57].

Maerua variifolia (Capparaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 57].

Maerua juncea Pax (Capparaceae) [Paré, cited by Pringle et al., 1994: 293].

Capparis spinosa (Capparaceae) [Larsen, 2005a (Morocco)].
Colotis (Colotis) evagore evagore (Klug, 1829)

Pontia evagore Klug, 1829 in Klug, 1829-45.  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum pl. 8 ([183] pp.).

Type locality: “Ex Arabia deserta”.

Distribution: Saudi Arabia, Yemen.
saxeus Swinhoe, 1884 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1884: 441 (434-445).  Yemen: “Haithalkim, near Aden”.
Colotis (Colotis) evagore antigone (Boisduval, 1836)

Anthocharis antigone Boisduval, 1836.  In: [Roret, Suites à Buffon] Histoire naturelle des Insectes. Species général des Lépidopteres 1: 572 (690 pp.). Paris.
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Colotis evagore antigone.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  S. Afr: Northwest, Soutpan/Tswaing, 25°24'S 28°06'E.  6.XI.1996.  Krüger, Dombrowsky.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3095).
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Colotis evagore antigone.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 38mm.  Krugersdorp, Gauteng Province, South Africa; 22 November, 2001; M.C. Williams (Williams collection).
Type locality: “Côte de Guinée”.

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Mali, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2002), Nigeria, Niger, Kenya, Zambia, Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province) (Western Cape Province - south-east, Eastern Cape Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Mpumalanga, Gauteng, North West Province, Limpopo Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Cape Coast (Larsen, 2005a).

Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon et al., 2001).

Nigeria – Enugu (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).
Tanzania – Troughout (Kielland, 1990).

Limpopo Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001).

KwaZulu-Natal – Umzimkulu (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Weenen (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953); Tugela River (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Uitenhage (Swanepoel, 1953); Addo (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Fish River (Swanepoel, 1953); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Alicedale (Swanepoel, 1953); Kei River (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Wilderness (Swanepoel, 1953); Plettenberg Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Balegane (Swanepoel, 1953); Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

phlegetonia Boisduval, 1836 (as sp. of Anthocharis).  In: [Roret, Suites à Buffon] Histoire naturelle des Insectes. Species général des Lépidopteres 1: 576 (690 pp.). Paris.  Senegal.
delphine Boisduval, 1836 (as sp. of Anthocharis).  In: [Roret, Suites à Buffon] Histoire naturelle des Insectes. Species général des Lépidopteres 1: 577 (690 pp.). Paris.  South Africa: “Caffrerie, cap de Bonne-Esperance”.
eione Boisduval, 1836 (as sp. of Anthocharis).  In: [Roret, Suites à Buffon] Histoire naturelle des Insectes. Species général des Lépidopteres 1: 578 (690 pp.). Paris.  “Côte de Guinée”.
isaura Lucas, 1852 (as sp. of Anthocharis).  Revue et Magasin de Zoologie Pure et Appliquée 4: 424 (422-432).  Ethiopia: “Abyssinie”.
heuglini Felder and Felder, 1859 (as sp. of Anthocharis).  Wiener Entomologische Monatschrift 3: 272 (263-273).  Somalia: “Somalilande in der Nähe des Cap Guardafui (10° N.B.)”.
demagore Felder and Felder, 1865 in Felder and Felder, 1865-7 (as sp. of Anthopsyche).  Reise der Österreichischen Fregatte Novara 186 (549 pp.). Wien.  No locality given.
interruptus Butler, 1872 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1871: 724 (721-725).  Angola: “Kinsembo”.
flaminia Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 140 (126-165).  South Africa/Mozambique: “Between Natal and Delagoa Bay”.
lycoris Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 140 (126-165).  South Africa/Mozambique: “Between Natal and Delagoa Bay”.
lyaeus Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 141 (126-165).  South Africa/Mozambique: “Between Natal and Delagoa Bay”.
friga Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 142 (126-165).  South Africa: “N.E. of Natal”.
galathinus Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 142 (126-165).  South Africa: “N.E. of Natal”.
glycera Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 144 (126-165).  “Africa?”.
lucullus Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 143 (126-165).  Angola: “Loanda; Ambriz”.
gelasinus Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 143 (126-165).  Angola: “Quanza; Ambriz”.
pseudetrida Westwood, 1881 (as sp. of Callosune).  In: Oates, F., Matabeleland and the Victoria Falls, 1st edition: 340 (331-365). London.  Botswana: “Tati”.
ramaquabana Westwood, 1881 (as sp. of Callosune).  In: Oates, F., Matabeleland and the Victoria Falls, 1st edition: 341 (331-365). London.  Zimbabwe: “Ramaqueban fluv.”.
coniger Butler, 1882 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 18: 229 (227-230).  Ghana: “Accra, Gold Coast”.
minans Butler, 1882 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 18: 229 (227-230).  Ghana: “Accra, Gold Coast”.
xanthus Swinhoe, 1884 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1884: 440 (434-445).  Sudan: “Between Berber and Khartoum”.
jamesi Butler, 1886 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1885: 771 (756-776).  Somalia: “Somali-land”.
comptus Butler, 1888 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1888: 94 (91-98).  Tanzania: “Kilima-njaro”.
bifasciatus Sharpe, 1890 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 5: 336 (335-336).  “East Africa”.
emini Butler, 1891 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 7: 47 (40-51). [Central Africa]: “Kandera”.
metagone Holland, 1896 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the United States National Museum 18: 760 (741-767).  “East Africa”.
contrasta Talbot, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis antigone antigone).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 208 (173-233).  Sudan: “Mongalla”.
decolor Talbot, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis antigone antigone).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 208 (173-233).  Uganda: “Banks of the Nile near Kakindu, 3,400 feet”.
luvua Talbot, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis antigone antigone).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 209 (173-233).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Luvua River (eastbank), 85 miles north of Lake Mweru, c.3000 feet”.
bianca Talbot, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis antigone antigone).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 210 (173-233).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Ruindi River, south end of Lake Edward, 3500 feet”.
wa Talbot, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis antigone antigone).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 210 (173-233).  Zambia: “N.E. Rhodesia, Upper Luangwa River”.
xanthotes Talbot, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis antigone antigone).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 210 (173-233).  Mozambique/South Africa: “Between Delagoa Bay and Natal”.

nuba Talbot, 1942 (as female f. of Colotis evagore antigone).  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 11: 55 (51-57).  Sudan: “Nuba Mtns. Prov., Rashad district, 40 miles west of H.Q., between Abu Daheir and Delami, at northern end of Koalib Range”.
muansa Talbot, 1942 (as female f. of Colotis evagore antigone).  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 11: 55 (51-57).  Tanzania: “Tanganyika Territory; St. Michael’s Mission, 32° 45'E., 3° 45'S.”.
mashona Talbot, 1942 (as female f. of Colotis evagore antigone).  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 11: 55 (51-57).  Zimbabwe: “Mashonaland; Salisbury, 5000 feet”.
cataracta Talbot, 1942 (as female f. of Colotis evagore antigone).  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 11: 56 (51-57).  Zimbabwe: “Rhodesia, Victoria Falls, ca 3000 feet, rainforest”.
arenosa Talbot, 1942 (as female f. of Colotis evagore antigone).  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 11: 56 (51-57).  Sudan: “Bahr-el-Ghazal, near Yambio”.
polynices Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Colotis evagore).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [4] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Watamu, Kenya Coast”.
Colotis (Colotis) evagore niveus (Butler, 1881)

Teracolus niveus Butler, 1881.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1881: 177 (175-180).

Type locality: Yemen: “Socotra”.

Distribution: Yemen (Island of Socotra).

Note: Larsen (2005a) thinks that niveus is distinctive enough to warrant specific status but does not formally raise it.
candidus Butler, 1881 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1881: 178 (175-180).  Yemen: “Socotra”.
Colotis (Colotis) evagore nouna (Lucas, 1849)

Anthocharis nouna Lucas, 1849.  Exploration Scientifique de l’Algérie pendant les Années 1840, 1841, 1842. Histoire Naturelle des Animaux Articulés (3) Insectes 350 (527 pp.). Paris.

Type locality: Algeria: “Oran”.

Distribution: Spain, north-west Africa (i.e. extralimital).
Colotis (Colotis) evanthe (Boisduval, 1836)

Anthocharis evanthe Boisduval, 1836.  In: [Roret, Suites à Buffon] Histoire naturelle des Insectes. Species général des Lépidopteres 1: 567 (690 pp.). Paris.

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar, Comoro Islands.

Habitat: Forest, forest margins and unnatural grassland (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
ena Mabille, 1879 (as sp. of Anthocharis).  Bulletin de la Société Philomathique de Paris (7) 3: 134 (132-144).  No locality given.
lecithosoides Oberthür, 1920 (as var. of Calicharis evanthe).  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 17: 12 (1-59).  Madagascar: “Fénérive, Madagascar”.
joannisi Dufrane, 1947 (as ab. of Colotis evanthe).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 83: 58 (46-73).  Madagascar.
drueti Dufrane, 1947 (as ab. of Colotis evanthe).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 83: 58 (46-73).  Madagascar.
Colotis (Colotis) evanthides (Holland, 1896)

Callosune evanthides Holland, 1896.  Proceedings of the United States National Museum 18: 268 (265-273).

Type locality: Seychelles: “Aldabra”.

Distribution: Comoro Islands, Seychelles (Aldabra, Assumption, Cosmoledo, Astove islands).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Colotis (Colotis) evenina (Wallengren, 1857)

Anthopsyche evenina Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 12 (55 pp.).
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Colotis evenina evenina.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 39mm.  Pienaarsrivier.  8.II.1972.  Potgieter & Jones.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3078).

Type locality: South Africa: “Caffraria”.

Distribution: South Africa, Swaziland, Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Mozambique, Malawi, Tanzania, Kenya, Ethiopia, Somalia, Uganda.

Common name: Common orange tip.

Habitat: Savanna of the drier type (Pringle et al., 1994).  In Tanzania ssp. sipylus occurs at altitudes from near sea-level to 1 950 m; ssp. xantholeuca at altitides from 800 to 1 800 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Males fly low down and fairly rapidly, often patrolling a limited area (Pringle et al., 1994).  They frequently settle on the ground or stop to feed from flowers.  Females also fly close to the ground but much more slowly than males.

Flight period: All year.

Early stages:

Paré, cited by Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 307.  (photograph of final instar larva and pupa on p. 308).

Final instar larva cylindrical; finely setose; dark bottle green dorsally and paler ventrallly; conspicuous white lateral stripe; head same colour as body;  grows to 25 mm in length.  Pupa 18 mm in length; dull green with a purple hue; laterally compressed keeled wing cases; white spots in forewing cell and along outer margin; head with a short, pointed process.

Larval food:

Capparis spp. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Boscia albitrunca (Burch.) Gilg and Ben. (Cappparaceae) [Joannou, in Pringle et al., 1994: 291].

Boscia salicifolia (Capparaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 309].

Maerua species (Capparaceae) [Heath et al., 2002: 30].

Cadaba species (Capparaceae) [Heath et al., 2002: 30].
Colotis (Colotis) evenina evenina (Wallengren, 1857)

Anthopsyche evenina Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 12 (55 pp.).
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Colotis evenina evenina.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 39mm.  Pienaarsrivier.  8.II.1972.  Potgieter & Jones.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3078).

Type locality: South Africa: “Caffraria”.

Distribution: Mozambique, Zimbabwe (south and east), Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland, Lesotho.

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).

Free State Province – Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladybrand (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – near Durban (Pringle et al., 1994).

Eastern Cape Province – Baroda (20 km north of Cradock) (Williams & Marais, December 2003).

Northern Cape Province – Springbok (Swanepoel, 1953); Spektakel (Swanepoel, 1953); Hopetown (Swanepoel, 1953); Kimberley (Swanepoel, 1953); Douglas (Pringle et al., 1994); Kalahari Gemsbok Park (Van Son); Soebatsfontein, south-west of Springbok (Pennington); Upington (Pringle et al., 1994).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

Lesotho – Maseru (Swanepoel, 1953).

deidamia Wallengren, 1860 (as sp. of Anthopsyche).  Wiener Entomologische Monatschrift 4: 35 (33-46).  South Africa: “Caffraria orientali”.
deidamioides Aurivillius, 1879 (as sp. of Callosune).  Ofversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhlhandlingar. Stockholm 36 (7): 45 (39-69).  Namibia: “Damara”.
inornata Westwood, 1881 (as sp. of Callosune).  In: Oates, F., Matabeleland and the Victoria Falls, 1st edition: 338 (331-365). London.  No locality given.
corda Möschler, 1884 (as var. of Teracolus omphaloides).  Verhandlungen der Zoologisch-Botanischen Gesellschaft in Wien 33: 278 (267-310).  South Africa: “Kaffernlandes”.
lerichei van Son, 1959 (as f. of Colotis evenina).  Koedoe (2): 55 (52-59).  Namibia: “Twee Rivieren”.
Colotis (Colotis) evenina casta (Gerstaecker, 1871)

Callosune casta Gerstaecker, 1871.  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 1871 (1): 357 (345-363).

Type locality: Tanzania: “See Jipe”.

Distribution: Zimbabwe (north), Zambia (mainly north), Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba, Kwango), Mozambique, Malawi, Tanzania, Kenya (north), Ethiopia, Somalia.

flavofasciata Neustetter, 1916 (as female ab. of Teracolus evenina var. sypilus [sic]).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 30: 95 (95-108).  Tanzania: “Iringa, D. O. Afrika”.
castina Le Cerf, 1924 (as f. of Teracolus liagore).  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France 93: 200 (193-210).  Ethiopia: “Erythrée; Zula, Mersa, Fatma, Arafali”.
granti Talbot, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis evenina sipylus).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 195 (173-233).  Tanzania: “Tanganyika Territory, Kigoma District, Ruchugi River, Ujiji”.
johnstonei Talbot, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis evenina sipylus).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 195 (173-233).  Tanzania: “Tabora”.

canus Talbot, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis evenina sipylus).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 195 (173-233).  Tanzania: “Itumba District”.
andromorpha Talbot, 1942 (as female f. of Colotis evenina sipylus).  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 11: 53 (51-57).  Tanzania: “Western Tanganyika Territory, Mvumi, about 20 m. south of railway”.
Colotis (Colotis) evenina sipylus (Swinhoe, 1884)

Teracolus sipylus Swinhoe, 1884.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1884: 444 (434-445).

Synonym of C. evenina casta (Gerstaecker).  Ackery et al., 1995: 191.

Colotis evenina sipylus (Swinhoe, 1884).  Pringle et al., 1994: 291.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Zanzibar”.

Diagnosis: Characterized, on the hindwing underside, by a dark submarginal band and heavy brown markings (Pringle et al., 1994).

Distribution: Kenya (coast), Tanzania, Zimbabwe (north).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Coastal areas, inland to Iringa, Ukaguru Mountains, Morogoro, Nguru Mountains (Kielland, 1990).
mathieui Dufrane, 1947 (as ab. of Colotis antevippe).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 83: 58 (46-73).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kabulée-Sud, Congo”.  Synonymized with C. evenina sipylus by Berger, 1948.
Colotis (Colotis) evenina xantholeuca (Sharpe, 1904)

Teracolus xantholeuca Sharpe, 1904.  Entomologist 37: 133 (131-134).

Type locality: Kenya: “Kavirondo”.

Distribution: Uganda (south), Kenya (central, south-west), Tanzania (central, north and west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Central, northern and western (Ufipa to the Ugandan border) parts (Kielland, 1990).
confusus Le Doux, 1929 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Mitteilungen aus dem Zoologischen Museum in Berlin 15: 7 (1-11).  Uganda: “Sesse-Insel, Victoria Nyansa”.
ledouxi Talbot, 1939 (as f. of Colotis evenina xantholeuca).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 196 (173-233).  Kenya: “Kisii District, S. Kavirondo, 5000 feet”.
Colotis (Colotis) fausta (Olivier, 1807)

Papilio fausta Olivier, 1807.  Atlas pour servir au voyage dans l’Empire Othoman, lEgypt et la Perse (2): pl.33 ( pls. 18-33). Paris.

Type locality: “La Côte de Syrie”.

Distribution: Israel, Syria, Turkey, Iran, Afghanistan, India, Arabia, Chad, Somalia.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Colotis (Colotis) fausta fausta (Olivier, 1807)

Papilio fausta Olivier, 1807.  Atlas pour servir au voyage dans l’Empire Othoman, lEgypt et la Perse (2): pl.33 ( pls. 18-33). Paris.

Type locality: “La Côte de Syrie”.

Distribution: Israel, Syria, Turkey, Iran, Afghanistan, India, Arabia, Chad.
Colotis (Colotis) fausta mijurteina Carpenter, 1951

Colotis fausta mijurteina Carpenter, 1951.  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 20: 106 (106).

Type locality: Somalia: “Italian Somaliland, Mudugh Province, Mustahil, c 1500 feet”.

Distribution: Somalia (north).
somalica Carpenter and Jackson, 1950 (as ssp. of Colotis fausta).  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 19: 107 (97-108).  Somalia: “Italian Somaliland, Mudugh Province, Mustahil, c 1500 feet”. [Invalid; junior primary homonym of Colotis phisadia somalica Storace, 1949 [Pieridae].]
Colotis (Colotis) fausta vi (Swinhoe, 1884)

Teracolus vi Swinhoe, 1884.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1884: 437 (434-445).

Type locality: Yemen: “Aden”.

Distribution: Arabia (throughout).
immaculata Röber, 1907 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as ab. of Teracolus fausta).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 56 (614 pp.).  No locality given.
Colotis (Colotis) guenei (Mabille, 1877)

Anthocharis guenei Mabille, 1877.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (5) 7: 38 (37-39).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Ex interiori parte insulae Madagascar”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
siga Mabille, 1882 (as sp. of Anthocharis).  Naturaliste 4: 100 (99-100).  Madagascar.
Colotis (Colotis) halimede (Klug, 1829)

Pontia halimede Klug, 1829 in Klug, 1829-45.  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum pl. 7 ([183] pp.).

Type locality: Sudan: “Ambukohl”; “Arabia felix et deserta”.

Distribution: Senegal, Mali, Nigeria, Niger, Sudan, Uganda, Ethiopia, Djibouti, Arabia (south), Somalia, Kenya, Tanzania.

Extralimitally in North Africa and Arabia.

Common name: Yellow patch tip; yellow patch white.

Habitat: Dry savanna.  In the north in the Sahel zone (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: The flight is fast and specimens often settle on the ground (Kielland, 1990).  Adults are very fond of the flowers of the larval host-plant (Cadaba sp.).  On very hot days (>40 degrees Centrigrade) numbers of specimens may be found resting in the shade of trees or rock overhangs (Larsen, 1991).  In Kenya it was noted in large communal roosts in the evening, together with other species of pierid (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Capparis spp. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Cadaba species (Capparaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 131].
Colotis (Colotis) halimede halimede (Klug, 1829)

Pontia halimede Klug, 1829 in Klug, 1829-45.  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum pl. 7 ([183] pp.).

Type locality: Sudan: “Ambukohl”; “Arabia felix et deserta”.

Distribution: Senegal, Mali, Nigeria (extreme north-east, near Lake Chad), Niger, Sudan, Uganda (north), Ethiopia, Djibouti, Arabia (west and south).
acaste Klug, 1829 (as sp. of Pontia).  In Klug, 1829-45.  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum pl. 7 ([183] pp.).  Sudan: “Ambukohl”.  As pointed out by Larsen (2005a: 94) the type locality for this taxon is the same as the type locality of halimede (Klug, 1829).  He therefore considers it to be a synonym.
polycaste Boisduval, 1836 (as sp. of Pieris).  In: [Roret, Suites à Buffon] Histoire naturelle des Insectes. Species général des Lépidopteres 1: 525 (690 pp.). Paris.  Senegal; “Arabie”.

leo Butler, 1865 (as sp. of Anthocharis).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (3) 16: 397 (397-399).  Sudan: “White Nile”.

coelestis Swinhoe, 1884 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1884: 435 (434-445).  Yemen: “Aden”.
swinhoei Rothschild, 1921 (as f. of Teracolus halimede halimede).  Novitates Zoologicae 28: 146 (142-170, 215-229).  No locality given.
Colotis (Colotis) halimede australis Talbot, 1939

Colotis halimede australis Talbot, 1939.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 182 (173-233).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Tanganyika Territory: Morogoro”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north and central).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Northern and central parts, east to Morogoro (Kielland, 1990).
Colotis (Colotis) halimede restricta Talbot, 1939

Colotis halimede restricta Talbot, 1939.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 182 (173-233).

Type locality: Somalia: “Somaliland”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kulal; Taveta; Mandera (Larsen, 1991).

aurivillii Rothschild, 1921 (as ssp. of Teracolus halimede).  Novitates Zoologicae 28: 146 (142-170, 215-229).  Kenya: “Jubilando, British East Africa”.  [Invalid; junior primary homonym of Teracolus ione aurivillii Suffert, 1904 [Pieridae].]
restricta Rothschild, 1921 (as dry-season f. of Colotis halimede aurivillii).  Novitates Zoologicae 28: 146 (142-170, 215-229).  Kenya: “Kiboko River”.
maxima Talbot, 1939 (as replacement name for Teracolus halimede aurivillii Rothschild).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 182 (173-233).
Colotis (Colotis) hetaera (Gerstaecker, 1871)

Callosune hetaera Gerstaecker, 1871.  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 1871 (1): 357 (345-363).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Endara”.

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Sudan, Somalia.

Common name: Eastern purple tip.

Habitat: Savanna, penetrating the open parts of evergreen forest.  In Tanzania ssp. ankolensis is found at altitudes from 1 200 to 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits:  The flight is fast and a few metres above the ground.  On the wing it is difficult to tell apart from C. ione (Larsen, 1991: 132). 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Capparis species (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 317].

Maerua species (Capparaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 132].

Boscia species (Capparaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 132].

Cadaba species (Capparaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 132].

Ritchiea species (Capparaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 132].
Colotis (Colotis) hetaera hetaera (Gerstaecker, 1871)

Callosune hetaera Gerstaecker, 1871.  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 1871 (1): 357 (345-363).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Endara”.

Distribution: Kenya (coast), Tanzania (north-east).
puniceus Butler, 1888 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1888: 72 (56-85).  Kenya: “Wadelai”.
foliaceus Butler, 1894 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1894: 573 (557-593).  Kenya?: “Probably Sabaki Valley”.
flavescens Aurivillius, 1910 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as f. of Teracolus puniceus).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 55 (614 pp.).  No locality given.
sulphureus Aurivillius, 1910 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as ab. of Teracolus hetaera).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 55 (614 pp.).  No locality given.
albomaculatus Aurivillius, 1910 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as ab. of Teracolus puniceus).   Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 55 (614 pp.).  No locality given.
strix Talbot, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis hetaera).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 187 (173-233).  Kenya: “Kipini, on coast at mouth of Tana”.
Colotis (Colotis) hetaera ankolensis Stoneham, 1940

Colotis ankolensis Stoneham, 1940.  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (40): [2] ([4 pp.]).

Type locality: “Western Uganda”.

Distribution: Kenya (central), Tanzania (north), Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri, Kivu).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Northern Highlands; two records from Brachystegia woodland (1 000 to 1 100 m) in Mpanda (may represent an undescribed subspecies) (Kielland, 1990).
mirabilis Talbot, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis hetaera).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 187 (173-233).  Kenya?: “Kisi [Kisii?].
immaculatus Stoneham, 1940 (as female f. of Colotis hetaera).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (40): [2] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Karura Forest, near Nairobi”.
subchromiferous Stoneham, 1957 (as male f. of Colotis hetaera).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [2] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Trans Nzoia”.
Colotis (Colotis) hetaera aspasia (Ungemach, 1932)

Teracolus hetaera aspasia Ungemach, 1932.  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 40 (1-122).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Baro”.

Distribution: Ethiopia (south-west), Sudan (south), Uganda (north).
thiochroa Ungemach, 1932 (as female f. of Teracolus hetaera aspasia).  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 41 (1-122).  Ethiopia: “Baro”.
Colotis (Colotis) hetaera lorti (Sharpe, 1896)

Teracolus lorti Sharpe, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 527 (523-537).

Type locality: Somalia: “Dara-as, Goolis Mts; Darra-surree”.

Distribution: Kenya (north), Ethiopia (south-east), Somalia.
ludoviciae Sharpe; Butler, 1897 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1897: 693 (692-695).  Nomen nudum.
Colotis (Colotis) hildebrandtii (Staudinger, 1884)

Callosune hildebrandtii Staudinger, 1884 in Staudinger and Schatz, 1884-8.  Exotischer Schmetterlinge 1: 44 (333 pp.). Bayern.
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Colotis hildebrandtii.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 45mm.  Ukazi, Kenya.  16.xii.1994.  S.C. Collins.  (Curle Trust Collection - 17).
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Colotis hildebrandtii.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 41mm.  Ukazi, Kenya.  16.xii.1994.  S.C. Collins.  (Curle Trust Collection - 18).

Type locality: “Ost-Afrika”.

Distribution: Zambia (north), Malawi, Tanzania, Kenya (central and south).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Tsavo; Embu; Voi (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Northern and central parts to Mikumi and lower parts of the Rubeho Mountains; Morogoro; below Image Mountain; Chimala; Mpanda to Ufipa (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Mbala; Mporokoso (Heath et al., 2002: 30).

Common name: Golden tip.

Habitat: Dense savanna, especially along river courses.  Also in Acacia woodland in Tanzania (Kielland, 1990), and coastal bush in Kenya (Williams, 1969).  In Tanzania at altitudes from 500 to 1 900 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The flight is light and dancing, but rapid.  Specimens are usually found flying in the immediate vicinity of stands of the larval host-plant.  Both sexes feed from flowers (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Cadaba species (Capparaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 58.  Larsen, 1991: 133; oviposition recorded from East Tsavo National Park].
callidia Grose-Smith, 1886 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 23: 32 (32).  Tanzania: “Zanzibar”.
clara Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Teracolus hildebrandtii).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 129 (124-132).  Tanzania: “Iringa in Uhehe und Dar-es-Salam”.
blanca Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Teracolus hildebrandtii).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 129 (124-132).  Tanzania: “Madibira”.
lanzi Bartel, 1905 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Novitates Zoologicae 12: 151 (129-152).  Tanzania: “N.-Nyassa-See, Langenburg; Usafua, Beya-Berg-Songwe Fluss; Ost-Afrika, Ubena Langenburg; Südl. Uhehe, Iringa-Myololo”.
intermedia Neustetter, 1916 (as female ab. of Teracolus hildebrandtii).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 30: 95 (95-108).  Tanzania: “Iringa, D. O. Afrika”.
bicolor Talbot, 1939 (as f. of Colotis hildebrandtii).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 189 (173-233).  Tanzania: “Tanganyika Territory, Morogoro”.
Colotis (Colotis) incretus (Butler, 1881)

Teracolus incretus Butler, 1881 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 18: 146 (145-146).

Synonym of C. auxo (Lucas, 1852).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Colotis incretus (Butler, 1881).  D’Abrera, 1997.
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Colotis incretus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 48mm.  Shimba Hills, Kenya.  15.i.1994.  S.C. Collins.  (Curle Trust Collection - 20).
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Colotis incretus.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 41mm.  Shimba Hills, Kenya.  15.i.1994.  S.C. Collins.  (Curle Trust Collection - 21).

Type locality: ?

Distribution: Kenya (south), Burundi, Tanzania, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mpanda; Kigoma; Northern Highlands; central palteau; Nguu Mountains; Turiani; Morogoro; Pugu Hills; Rubeho Mountains; Ruaha National Park; Mikumi National Park; Mpawapwa District (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Mbala; Kalombo Falls (Heath et al., 2002).

Common name: Yellow orange tip.

Habitat: Moist savanna.  In Tanzania at altitudes from 75 to 2 100 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Sympatric with C. aurora evarne in southern Kenya but it is a little larger, has a brighter yellow colour, and a slightly faster flight.  Specimens tend to fly in the vicinity of stands of their larval foodplant (Larsen, 1991).

Flight period: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Capparis spp. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Salvadora persica Linnaeus (Salvadoraceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Cadaba species (Capparaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 134].

panganiensis Thurau, 1904 (as ab. of Teracolus incretus).  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 48: 312 (301-314).  Tanzania: “N. Usegua am Pangani”.

delens Hecq, 1975 (as f. of Colotis auxo incretus).  Lambillionea 75: 9 (4-10).  Burundi: “Bujumbura, 800 m”.
Colotis (Colotis) ione (Godart, 1819)

Pieris ione Godart, 1819 in Latreille and Godart, [1819], [1824].  Encyclopédie Méthodique. Histoire Naturelle [Zoologie] 9 Entomologie: 140 (1-328 [1819], 329-828 [1824]. Paris.
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Colotis ione.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 55mm.  Letaba, K. N. P. Survey.  3-6.XII.1973.  Potgieter & Scholtz.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3051).
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Colotis ione.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 45mm.  Manoutsa, Limpopo Province, South Africa.  13 July, 1998.  M.C.Williams (Williams Collection).
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Colotis ione.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 47mm.  Manoutsa, Limpopo Province, South Africa.  13 July, 1998.  M.C.Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: No locality given [Senegal?].

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal (north), Gambia, Ghana (north), Nigeria (north), Tanzania, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana (north-east), Namibia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland.


Larsen (2005a) states that it is scarce and localized in West Africa.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Bambey (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Nakpanduri (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Kano (Larsen, 2005a); Maiduguri (Larsen, 2005a); Adamawa (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – North, central, southern and eastern parts (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Mufulira; Kalulushi; Victoria Falls; Chiawa; Chirundu; Luangwa Valley; Chalimbana; Lusaka; Mumbwa (Heath et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Victoria Falls (Van Son, 1949).

Botswana – Kabulabula on the Chobe River (Van Son, 1949).

Limpopo Province – Theoughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Griffin Mine, Polokwane district (Van Son, 1949); Farm Schelem, Polokwane district (Van Son, 1949); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) .

Mpumalanga – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Louw’s Creek, Barberton district (Van Son, 1949); Komatipoort (Van Son, 1949).

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (Van Son, 1949); Umkomaas (Van Son, 1949); Empangeni (Swanepoel, 1953); Matubatuba (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); False Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Bushveld purple tip; purple tip.

Habitat: Dry to mesic, frost-free savanna.  In West Africa it is found in Sudan savanna (Larsen, 2005a).  Sometimes in dry forest, e.g. Kenya coast (Larsen, 1991).  In central Kenya it is found at altitudes up to nearly 3 000 m. (Larsen, 1991).  In Tanzania at altitudes from sea-level to over 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Scarce and localized in West Africa but may be abundant in East Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  Males have a very rapid flight, one to two metres above the ground.  Females fly much more slowly and tend to remain in and around thick bush.  Both sexes are strongly attracted to flowers.  Specimens will often settle on the ground (Pringle et al., 1994).  At high altitudes, in Kenya, specimens spend considerable amounts of time basking in the sun in order to raise their body temperature (Larsen, 1991).

Flight period: All year but commoner in summer and autumn (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1967: 33.  [Described from eggs laid by a captive female caught by T.W. Schofield at Shongweni Dam, KwaZulu-Natal in 1958].


Egg.  Laid singly on a leaf; white at first but gradually becoming pale salmon with salmon spots; 0.8 mm high and 0.45 mm in diameter; 14-15 longitudinal ribs, only 7-8 of which reach the micropyle; ribs cross-braced by some 24 finer ribs.  Egg takes about 9 days to eclose.  Larva.  Eats its way out near the top of the egg and consumes the discarded shell.  On hatching 1.25 m long and of a pale yellow colour, later developing brown irregular lines in the vicinity of the spiracles.  Feeds on the surface of a leaf and grows to 2.75 mm in about 11 days.  Second instar larva greyish with whitish dorsal stripe.  Grows to 4 mm in 6 days.  Third instar larva lighter grey, inclining to green, with a thin white spiracular line.  Grows to 7 mm in 6 days.  Fourth instar larva green with white dorsal and pale green spiracular lines.  Anal segments inclined to brown.  Grows to 13.5-14 mm (depending on sex) in 8 days.  Fifth (final) instar larva green with thin pale-green dorsal stripe and a white spiracular stripe.  Primary moles yellow and conspicuous.  Grows to 23-24 mm in 11 days.  Pupa.  About 22 mm in length and whitish or green in colour.  Secured by cremastral hooks and a girdle, in an upright position.  Emergence occurs after about 18 days.  A succession of broods throughout the year with distinct differences in coloration and markings between seasonal forms.

Henning, S.F., 1984: 41.

Migdoll, 1987: photos 185a (larva) and 185b (pupa).

Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 296 (photograph of final instar larva and pupa).

Larval food:

Maerua racemulosa (A. DC.) Gilg and Ben. (Capparaceae) [Clark & Dickson, 1967].
Boscia spp. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Capparis spp. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Cadaba species (Capparaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 132].

Ritchiea species (Capparaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 132].
Maerua rosmarinoides (Sond.) Gilg and Ben. (Capparaceae) [Williams, in Pringle et al., 1994: 289; Transvaal (sensu lato)].

Maerua juncea Pax (Capparaceae) [Paré, in Pringle et al., 1994: 289].

Boscia albitrunca (Capparaceae) [Woodhall, 2005a].
phlegyas Butler, 1865 (as sp. of Anthocharis).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1865: 431 (430-434).  Sudan: “White Nile”.
coliagenes Butler, 1867 (as sp. of Euchloe).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (3) 20: 216 (216-217).  Sudan: “White Nile”.
jalone Butler, 1869 (as sp. of Euchloe).  Cistula Entomologica 1: 14 (1-16).  Sudan: “White Nile”.
buxtoni Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 130 (126-165).  South Africa/Mozambique: “Between Natal and Delagoa Bay”.
imperator Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 132 (126-165).  Senegal.
natalensis Staudinger, 1885 in Staudinger and Schatz, 1884-8 (as var. of Callosune jalone).  Exotischer Schmetterlinge 1: 44 (333 pp.). Bayern.  South Africa: “Natal”.
bacchus Butler, 1888 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1888: 73 (56-85).  Sudan: “Lado”; Uganda: “Wadelai”.  [According to Larsen (1991: 131) Stoneham regards this taxon, which is sympatric and synchronic with C. ione, as a distinct species].
mrogoroana Vuillot, 1891 (as sp. of Callosune).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 60: 101 (101-102).  Tanzania: “Mrogoro, Zanguebar”.
bettoni Butler, 1898 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1898: 409 (395-444).  Kenya: “Taru; Mgana; Ndara Hills”.
difficilis Sharpe, 1900 in Sharpe, 1898-1902 (as sp. of Teracolus).  A monograph of the genus Teracolus 58 (156 pp.). London.  Mozambique: “Delagoa Bay”.
schuberti Suffert, 1904 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 84 (12-107).  Tanzania?: “Meotu, Ost-Africa”.
hydrophobus Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Teracolus bacchus).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 85 (12-107).  Tanzania: “Mhonda, Deutsch-Ost-Afrika”.
aurivillii Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Teracolus ione).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 85 (12-107).  Tanzania: “Mhonda, Deutch-Ost-Afrika”.
anomalus Aurivillius, 1910 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as female f. of Teracolus bacchus).   Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 54 (614 pp.).  No locality given.
rubidipuncta Joicey and Talbot, 1927 (as female f. of Teracolus bacchus).   Encyclopédie Entomologique (B.3. Lepidoptera) 2: 10 (1-14).  Tanzania: “Tanganyika Territory, South of Kondoa Irangi, 4000 ft”.
obsolescens Joicey and Talbot, 1927 (as female f. of Teracolus bacchus).   Encyclopédie Entomologique (B.3. Lepidoptera) 2: 11 (1-14).  Tanzania: “Tanganyika Territory, District of the Great Craters”.
primularis Talbot, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis ione).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 185 (173-233).  Nigeria: “N. Nigeria, Maidugari”.
cardamines Talbot, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis ione).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 185 (173-233).  Ghana: “Gold Coast, Tamale”.
leucozona Talbot, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis ione).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 186 (173-233).  Kenya: “Taveta”.
xanthozona Talbot, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis ione).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 186 (173-233).  Kenya: “Taru Desert”.
leda Talbot, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis ione).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 186 (173-233).  Ethiopia: “Abyssinia, Tchaje Djila, Aroussi”.
xerophila Talbot, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis ione).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 186 (173-233).  Zambia: “Katamega River to Chambezi River”.
malindini Stoneham, 1940 (as female f. of Colotis ione).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (40): [1] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Malindi, Kenya Coast”.
sukuni Stoneham, 1940 (as female f. of Colotis ione).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (40): [1] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “near Kacheliba, in Suk, Kenya Colony”.
erubescens Talbot, 1942 (as female f. of Colotis ione).  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 11: 51 (51-57).  Tanzania: “Kongwa, ca. 3500 ft”.
pierardi Dufrane, 1947 (as female ab. of Colotis [Teracolus] phlegyas).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 83: 56 (46-73).  Mozambique: “Tete”.
polychroma Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Colotis ione).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [2] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Arubuka Forest, Kenya Coast”.
Colotis (Colotis) lais (Butler, 1876)

Teracolus lais Butler, 1876.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 145 (126-165).

Type locality: South Africa: “Orange River, S. Africa”.

Diagnosis: Differs from the similar C. pallene in that, on the forewing upperside, the tip is orange (not orange-red) and the male lacks the dark inner stripe (Pringle et al., 1994).

Distribution: Botswana (south), Namibia (south-east), South Africa (Limpopo Province, North West Province, Gauteng, Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Namibia – Rehoboth (Van Son, 1949); Damaraland (Van Son, 1949); Okahandja (Van Son, 1949); Usakos, 20 km north-west of Windhoek (Pringle et al., 1994).

Botswana – Pilane (Van Son, 1949); Mahalapye (Van Son, 1949); Metsimaklaba (Van Son, 1949); Gaberone district (Van Son, 1949); Kaotwe, central Kalahari (Van Son, 1949); Tshabong (Pennington); Tsane (Pennington).

Limpopo Province – Lapalala Wilderness (Pringle et al., 1994).

North West Province - 

Gauteng – Carletonville (S. Henning).

Northern Cape Province – Farm Hartebeespoort, Vryburg District (Van Son, 1949); Kimberley (Van Son, 1949); Stella (Swanepoel); Setlagole (Swanepoel), Uitspan (Swanepoel); Helskloof in the Richtersveld (D. & R. Plowes); Windsorten, near Kimberley (Pringle et al., 1994); Kuruman (Pringle et al., 1994).

Common name: Kalahari orange tip.

Habitat: Savanna (arid bushveld).

Habits: Flies slowly, close to the ground.  Frequently settles on the ground.  Both sexes visit flowers (Van Son, 1949).

Flight period: All year but commonest from October to March.  There is distinct seasonal variation (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
felthami van Son, 1949 (as f. of Colotis lais).  Transvaal Museum Memoires No. 3: 150 (237 pp.).  South Africa: “farm Hartebeestpoort, Vryburg District”.
Colotis (Colotis) liagore (Klug, 1829)

Pontia liagore Klug, 1829 in Klug, 1829-45.  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum pl. 6 ([183] pp.).

Type locality: Sudan: “Ambukohl”.

Distribution: Mauritania, Senegal (north), Nigeria (north), Niger, Chad, Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia, Arabia (except parts of the east).  Extralimatally on the Baluchistan coast of Iran and Pakistan.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Bauchi (Larsen, 2005a); Gashaki-Gumpti (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Desert orange tip.

Habitat: Essentially found in the Sahel (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Uncommon in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is light and dancing (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Maerua species (Capparaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Capparis species (Capparaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].
liagoroides Rothschild, 1921 (as wet-season f. of Teracolus liagore).  Novitates Zoologicae 28: 149 (142-170, 215-229).  Niger: “Mts of Baguezan, Asben; Tchingaraguen; Aderbissinat; N. of Tanout, Damergou”.
desertorum Talbot, 1939 (as female f. ofColotis antigone antigone).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 208 (173-233).  Sudan: “Omdurman”.
Colotis (Colotis) mananhari (Ward, 1870)

Pieris mananhari Ward, 1870.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 6: 224 (224-228).

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Unatural grassland and anthropogenic environments (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
flavida Mabille, 1877 (as sp. of Anthocharis).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (5) 7: 37 (37-39).  Madagascar.
nothus Mabille, 1885 in Grandidier, [1885-7] (as sp. of Teracolus).  Histoire, Physique, Naturelle et Politique de Madagascar 290, pl. 36A (18 [1887]: 364 pp.; 19 [1885]: 55pls.).  Madagascar: “L’interieur de Madagascar”.
Colotis (Colotis) pallene (Hopffer, 1855)

Anthocharis pallene Hopffer, 1855.  Berichte über die zur Bekanntmachung geeigneten Verhandlungen der Königl. Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin 1855: 640 (639-643).
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Colotis pallene.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 41mm.  Nagle Dam, Nat.  28-VII-1974.  Nagle.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3090).

Type locality: Mozambique: “Mossambique”.

Diagnosis: Can be separated from C. evagore on the hindwing underside where the cell, in C. pallene, is completely suffused with brownish scales (except the veins); in evagore there is an area free of irroration along the upper half of the cell, usually continuing to the outer margin of the wing (Pringle et al., 1994).

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Uganda, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng – north, KwaZulu-Natal - north), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mikumi National Park; Rubeho Mountains; Kitonga Gorge; Chimala; Mbeya (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Mazabuka; Kazungula; Livingstone; Victorai Falls; Chirundu Bridge; Kalombo (Heath et al., 2002).

Namibia – Helmeringhausen (D. & R. Plowes).

Limpopo Province – Mica (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetzi (Swanepoel, 1953); Molimo’s Location (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Waterpoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953); Messina (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Chuniespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Tubex (Swanepoel, 1953); Olifants River (Swanepoel, 1953); Pokwani (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Komatipoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Burgersfort (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Hammanskraal (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Mkuze (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); False Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

Common name: Bushveld orange tip.

Habitat: Dry savanna (bushveld) (Pringle et al., 1994).

Habits: Both sexes fly rather weakly, close to the ground.  They settle on the ground and are fond of flowers (Pringle et al., 1994: 292).

Flight period: All year, with distinct seasonal forms (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Capparis species (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974].
halyattes Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 145 (126-165).  South Africa: “N.E. of Natal”.
cinctus Butler, 1883 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 12: 105 (101-107).  “Victoria Nyanza”.
infumatus Butler, 1896 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 128 (108-136).  Malawi: “Henga”.
wissmanni Suffert, 1904 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 130 (124-132).  Tanzania: “Bukumbi, Süd-Ufer des Victoria-Nyanza”.
seineri Strand, 1909 (as var. of Teracolus infumatus).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 75 (1.3.): 378 (367-386).  Zambia: “Kasungula; Livingstone”.
achinoides Le Doux, 1929 (as f. of Teracolus pallene).  Mitteilungen aus dem Zoologischen Museum in Berlin 15: 8 (1-11).  Botswana: “Palapye-Road, Brit. Betschuanaland”; Namibia: “Windhuk, D.S.W. Africa”.
meinickei Le Doux, 1929 (as f. of Teracolus pallene).  Mitteilungen aus dem Zoologischen Museum in Berlin 15: 8 (1-11).  Tanzania: “Guwe, Ugogo; Ubena-Langenburg”.
pallida Le Doux, 1929 (as f. of Teracolus pallene).  Mitteilungen aus dem Zoologischen Museum in Berlin 15: 9 (1-11).  Tanzania: “Zabora, Puge (Grassteppe), Ungoni, D.O. Afrika”.
simplicoides Le Doux, 1929 (as f. of Teracolus pallene).  Mitteilungen aus dem Zoologischen Museum in Berlin 15: 10 (1-11).  Tanzania: “Neu Langenburg, Nord Nyassa-See”.
absurda van Son, 1949 (as female f. of Colotis pallene).  Transvaal Museum Memoires No. 3: 148 (237 pp.).  South Africa: “Sabie Bridge, North-Eastern Transvaal”.
Colotis (Colotis) phisadia (Godart, 1819)

Pieris phisadia Godart, 1819 in Latreille and Godart, [1819], [1824].  Encyclopédie Méthodique. Histoire Naturelle [Zoologie] 9 Entomologie: 132 (1-328 [1819], 329-828 [1824]. Paris.

Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Mauritania, Senegal, Mali, Nigeria, Niger, Chad, Sudan, Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, Arabia, Near East, India (ssp. protractus (Butler, 1876).

Common name: Blue-spotted Arab tip (the Indian subspecies has blue spotting (Larsen, 2005a).

Habitat: Arid savanna (Sahel).

Habits: Colonies are closely associated with the larval host-plant (Salvadora), often being found in isolated stands of the plants.  Specimens fly around in the vicinity of the host-plant, frequently in the company of Colotis amata.  Migration has been recorded in Jordan by Larsen and Nakamura (1983).

Early stages:

Pittaway, 1985.


The larvae are gregarious.

Larval food:

Salvadora persica Linnaeus (Salvadoraceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].
Colotis (Colotis) phisadia phisadia (Godart, 1819)

Pieris phisadia Godart, 1819 in Latreille and Godart, [1819], [1824].  Encyclopédie Méthodique. Histoire Naturelle [Zoologie] 9 Entomologie: 132 (1-328 [1819], 329-828 [1824]. Paris.

Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Mauritania, Senegal (north), Mali, Nigeria (north-east), Niger, Chad, Sudan, Somalia, Ethiopia (north), Arabia (west and south).
arne Klug, 1829 in Klug, 1829-45 (as sp. of Pontia).  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum pl. 7 ([183] pp.).  Sudan: “Ambukohl”; “Arabia-deserta”.
philumene Mabille, 1880 (as sp. of Idmais).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 23: 106 (104-109).  Madagascar: “Madagascar, Foulepointe”. [False locality.]
Colotis (Colotis) phisadia ocellatus (Butler, 1886)

Teracolus ocellatus Butler, 1886.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1885: 767 (756-776).

Type locality: [Ethiopia]: “Somali-land”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Ethiopia.
Colotis (Colotis) phisadia rothschildi (Sharpe, 1898)

Teracolus rothschildi Sharpe, 1898 in Sharpe, 1898-1902.  A monograph of the genus Teracolus 14 (156 pp.). London.

Type locality: Kenya: “Melindi, Mombasa”.

Distribution: Kenya (coast and south).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Watamu; Malindi; Mombasa; Diani (Larsen, 1991).
albus Aurivillius, 1910 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as ab. of Teracolus phisadia rothschildi).   Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 51 (614 pp.).  Kenya: “British East Africa”.
ochraceus Aurivillius, 1910 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as ab. of Teracolus phisadia rothschildi).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 51 (614 pp.).  Kenya: “British East Africa”.
Colotis (Colotis) phisadia somalica Storace, 1948

Colotis phisadia race somalica Storace, 1948.  Annali del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale (di Genova) Giacomo Doria 63: 264 (263-265).

Type locality: Somalia: “Dolo; Lugh Ferrandi”.

Distribution: Somalia.
punctata Storace, 1948 (as ab. of Colotis phisadia somalica).  Annali del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale (di Genova) Giacomo Doria 63: 265 (263-265).  Somalia: “Lugh”.
pallida Storace, 1948 (as f. of Colotis phisadia somalica).  Annali del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale (di Genova) Giacomo Doria 63: 265 (263-265).  Somalia: “Dolo”.
Colotis (Colotis) phisadia vagus d’Abrera, 1980

Teracolus phisadia f. vagus d’Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region 60 (593 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: “Northern Uganda and northern Kenya”.

Distribution: Uganda (north), Kenya (north).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kora Rock; Marsabit; Kulal; Turkana (Larsen, 1991).
vagus Riley, 1920 (as f.. of Teracolus phisadia).  Entomologist 53: 73 (73-75).  “New Moshi, East Africa”. [Locality doubtful; probably Lorian Swamp, Baringo (Ackery et al., 1995: 195).]
Colotis (Colotis) pleione (Klug, 1829)

Pontia pleione Klug, 1829 in Klug, 1829-45.  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum pl. 8 ([183] pp.).

Type locality: “Ex Arabia felici”.

Distribution: Arabia, Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya, Sudan, Chad.

Common name: Orange patch tip.

Habitat: Very dry savanna to sub-desert.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Capparis spp. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Cadaba sp. (Capparaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 131].

Cleome sp. (Cleomaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 131].
Colotis (Colotis) pleione pleione (Klug, 1829)

Pontia pleione Klug, 1829 in Klug, 1829-45.  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum pl. 8 ([183] pp.).

Type locality: “Ex Arabia felici”.

Distribution: Arabia (west and south).
miriam Felder and Felder, 1865 in Felder and Felder, 1865-7 (as sp. of Idmais).  Reise der Österreichischen Fregatte Novara 190 (549 pp.). Wien.  “Arabia Petraea”.
chrysomelis Butler, 1874 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Cistula Entomologica 1: 244 (243-244).  Yemen: “Aden”.
eucheria Mabille, 1880 (as sp. of Idmais).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (5) 9: 174 (173-174).  Madagascar. [False locality.]
tethys Röber, 1907 in Seitz, [1907-9] (as ab. of Teracolus pleione).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (1) 1 Die Palaearktischen Tagfalter 57 (379 pp.).  No locality given.
Colotis (Colotis) pleione heliocaustus (Butler, 1886)

Teracolus heliocaustus Butler, 1886.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1885: 768 (756-776).

Type locality: Somalia: “Bunder Maria; Less than 80 miles S. of Berbera”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya (north and north-east).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kulal; Marsabit; Garissa; Trans-Nzoia; Upper Tana River (Larsen, 1991).
eos Le Cerf, 1924 (as female f. of Teracolus pleione).  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France 93: 199 (193-210).  Ethiopia: “Mersa-Fatma”.
antinorii Storace, 1956 (as ssp. of Colotis pleione).  Annali del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale (di Genova) Giacomo Doria 68: 345 (335-350).  Ethiopia: “Abissinia”.
Colotis (Colotis) pleione nilus Talbot, 1942

Colotis pleione nilus Talbot, 1942.  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 11: 51 (51-57).

Type locality: Sudan: “Omdurman, Wady el Nil”.

Distribution: Sudan (south and central), Chad.
Colotis (Colotis) protomedia (Klug, 1829)

Pontia protomedia Klug, 1829 in Klug, 1829-45.  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum pl. 8 ([183] pp.).

Type locality: “Ex Arabia felice”; Sudan: “Ambukohl”.

Diagnosis: The veins on the underside of the hindwings are broadly overlaid by greenish golden scales (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Nigeria (north-east), Cameroon (north), Chad, Sudan (south), Uganda (north), Ethiopia, Somalia, Saudi Arabia (south-west), Yemen, Kenya, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Adamawa (Larsen, 2005a); Maiduguri (Larsen, 2005a); Numan (Larsen, 2005a); Yankari (Larsen, 2005a); Kagoro (Larsen, 2005a); Kaduna (Larsen, 2005a); Gombe (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Near Chalinze, west of Dar es Salaam (Kielland, 1990); Same, foothills of the South Pares (Cordeiro, 1995).

Common name: Yellow splendour tip.

Habitat: Dry savanna.  In West Africa essentially in Sudan savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: The flight is fast and high up.  Specimens are attracted to flowers, especially those of the larval host-plant, Maerua sp. (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Maerua species (Capparaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 130].
microps Storace, 1956 (as f. of Colotis protomedia).  Annali del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale (di Genova) Giacomo Doria 68: 343 (335-350).  Ethiopia: “Tessenèi”.
Colotis (Colotis) regina (Trimen, 1863)

Anthocharis regina Trimen, 1863.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 1: 520 (519-525).
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Colotis regina.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 57mm.  Pienaar’s River.  April.  J.C. Nicholson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3057).

Type locality: Namibia: “Lake Ngami via Walwich Bay”.

Distribution: Uganda, Somalia, Kenya (south-east), Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Malawi, Zambia, Angola, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana (north-east), Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng - north, KwaZulu-Natal - north), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Taveta; Rabai; Teita Hills; Shimba Hills (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Nguu Mountains; Morogoro; Turiani; slopes of Image Mountain; Uzungwa Range; Ukaguru Mountains; Mikumi; Mpwapwa District; Kigoma; Mpanda; Ufipa (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Kamapanda; Kalambo Falls; Mumbwa; Kabompo; Copperbelt; Kapiri Mposhi; Lusaka; Kabwe (Heath et al., 2002).

Botswana – Metsimaklaba, Gaberones district (Van Son, 1949); Kabulabula, Chobe River (Van Son, 1949).

Namibia – Windhoek (Van Son, 1949); Okahandha (Van Son, 1949); Brandberg, at 2 000 m (D. and R. Plowes).

Limpopo Province – Polokwane district (Van Son, 1949); Mica (Swanepoel, 1953); Gravelotte (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetzi (Swanepoel, 1953); Molimo’s location (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Wyliespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Waterpoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953); Limpopo River (Swanepoel, 1953); Alldays (Swanepoel, 1953); Vivo (Swanepoel, 1953); Dendron (Swanepoel, 1953); Chuniespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Tubex (Swanepoel, 1953); Olifants River (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Naboomspruit (Swanepoel, 1953); Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Rooiberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Pienaarsriver (Williams).

Mpumalanga – Lydenburg district (Van Son, 1949); Komatipoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Satara (Swanepoel, 1953); Acornhoek (Swanepoel, 1953); Burgersfort (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Marico (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Pretoria district (Van Son, 1949); Hammanskraal (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Black Umfolozi River (Van Son, 1949); Umhlatuzi Valley near Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Mkuzi (Swanepoel, 1953); Muden; Valley of a Thousand Hills (Pringle et al., 1994).

Swaziland – Balegane (Swanepoel, 1953); Kubuta (Swanepoel, 1953); Stegi (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Queen purple tip.

Habitat: Frost-free savanna.  In Kenya and Tanzania it apparently prefers Brachystegia woodland (Larsen, 1991; Kielland, 1990).  In Tanzania at altitudes from 300 to 1 800 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Males fly relatively fast, in a more or less straight line, about two metres above the ground.  Males often patrol ridges and fly over the top of hills but do not actually hilltop (Pringle et al., 1994).  Females fly more slowly and are usually encountered in the vicinity of the larval host-plants.  Both sexes feed from flowers.

Flight period: All year, with peak abundance from February to April.  

Early stages:

Paré, vide Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 297.
First instar larva pale yellow with irregular brown lateral lines.  Fifth instar green with a thin pale green dorsal stripe and a cream lateral line; grows to about 35 mm in length.  Pupa green.

Larval food:

Capparis spp. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 317].

Boscia spp. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 317].

Boscia albitrunca (Burch.) Gilg. and Ben. (Capparaceae) [Williams, in Pringle et al., 1994: 290].

Boscia salicifolia (Capparaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 298].
anax Grose-Smith, 1889 (as sp. of Callosune).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 3: 125 (121-137).  Kenya: “Neighbourhood of Mombasa”.
eliza Sharpe, 1890 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 5: 441 (440-443).  Kenya: “From Mombasa to the Ulu Mountains”.
louisa Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Teracolus regina).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 128 (124-132).  Tanzania: “Nyangao”.
flavimacula Aurivillius, 1910 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as ab. of Teracolus regina).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 55 (614 pp.).  No locality given.
Colotis (Colotis) rogersi (Dixey, 1915)

Teracolus rogersi Dixey, 1915.  Transactions of the Entomological society of London 1915: 1 (1-15).

Type locality: Kenya: “Taveta”.

Distribution: Kenya (north), Ethiopia (south), Sudan (south-east).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Marsabit; Tana River (Emberre); Kibwezi; Sagala; Lake Chale; Nyeri? (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Rogers’ orange tip.

Habitat: Very dry savanna.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Capparis sp. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].
Colotis (Colotis) ungemachi (Le Cerf, 1922)

Teracolus ungemachi Le Cerf, 1922.  Bulletin du Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle. Paris 28: 228 (228-229).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Erythrée, Mersa fatma, et Cabuia”.

Distribution: Saudi Arabia (south-west), Yemen, Ethiopia (north-east), Sudan?

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Colotis (Colotis) venosa (Staudinger, 1885)

Idmais venosa Staudinger, 1885 in Staudinger and  Schatz, 1884-8.  Exotischer Schmetterlinge 1: 43 (333 pp.). Bayern.

Type locality: Kenya: “Taita”.

Distribution: Somalia (south), Kenya (central and east), Tanzania (north-east), Ethiopia (south).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Garsen; Galana; Voi; upper Tana River; East Tsavo National Park (Larsen, 1991). 

Common name: No patch tip.

Habitat: Very dry savanna.

Habits: In the upper Tana River it is sympatric with C. halimede, both species utilizing the same host-plant (Collins, vide Larsen, 1991).  As with C. halimede, this species also settles in the shade of trees and rock overhangs on very hot days.  In Tsavo (Kenya) Larsen (1991) found it roosting communally, at night, in a stand of riverine Acacia sp.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Capparis spp. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Cadaba species (Capparaceae) [Collins, vide Larsen, 1991: 131].
lactea Talbot, 1939 (as dry-season f. of Colotis venosus).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 181 (173-233).  Kenya: “E. Africa, Namanga”.
Colotis (Colotis) vesta (Reiche, 1850)

Idmais vesta Reiche, 1850.  In: Ferrets, P.V.A. & Galinier, J.G. [1847-50].  Voyage en Abyssinie dans les provinces du Tigre, du Samen et de l’Ahmarra: 463 (258-471.). Paris.

Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Mauritania, Senegal, Gambia, Mali, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Somalia, Sudan, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, Swaziland, South Africa.

Common name: Veined Arab tip; veined golden Arab.

Habitat: Mesic to arid savanna.  In West Africa it is found in the Sudan savanna (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania ssp. catachrysops occurs at altitudes from near sea-level to 1 500 m; ssp. rhodesinus from 800 to 1 700 m; ssp. hanningtoni from 1 000 to 1 800 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The flight of this common butterfly is relatively slow for a species of Colotis and usually close to the ground.  Both sexes feed from flowers, including those on trees (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Seth-Smith, 1938 [Ghana].

Clark and Dickson, 1967: 39.  [Described from material from Keat’s Hill on the Greytown-Dundee road, KwaZulu-Natal].


Egg.  Laid singly on a leaf; white when laid, changing to pale yellow; some eggs faintly blotched with pale salmon; 0.75 mm high by 0.45 mm in diameter; 16 longitudinal ribs, 9 of which reach the micropyle; ribs cross-braced by about 24 fine ribs; eclosion in about 4 days.  Larva.  First instar pale yellow; feeds on younger leaves and grows from 1.5 mm to 3 mm in 3-4 days.  Second instar larva pale green with a light dorsal stripe.  Grows to 5 mm in 3 days.  Third instar larva green with a yellow-bordered, whitish dorsal stripe.  Feeds on the edge of a leaf with the body occupying the eaten out portion, the dorsal stripe matching the missing edge.  Grows to 8 mm in 3 days.  Fourth instar larva green with a solid yellow dorsal line and a faint whitish green spiracular line.  Grows to 12-13 mm in 3 days.  Fifth (final) instar green with the dorsal line broken into alternate white and yellow portions, each white portion thinly edged with brown.  The spiracular line widened into a white patch round the spiracle on segment VII.  Larva devours whole leaves.  Grows to 20-23 mm in 4-5 days.  Pupa.  About 13.5 mm in length; colour varies from light green to light brown.  A well-defined lateral stripe and the extended wing-case with a diagonal stripe.  Secured by cremastral hooks and a girdle.  Pupal stage 6-11 days.  A succession of broods throughout the year, with seasonal dimorphism apparent in the adults.

Henning, S.F., 1984: 36.

Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 289 (photograph of final instar larva and pupa).

Larval food:

Maerua angolensis DC. (Capparaceae) [Seth-Smith, 1938 (Ghana)].

Capparis spp. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Boscia species (Capparaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 59].

Ritchiea species (Capparaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 59].

Salvadora persica (Salvadoraceae) [Kielland, 1990: 59].
Boscia albitrunca (Burch.) Gilg and Ben. (Capparaceae) [Woodhall, 1989: 3; Lapalala Wilderness, Limpopo Province; oviposition only].

Colotis (Colotis) vesta vesta (Reiche, 1850)

Idmais vesta Reiche, 1850.  In: Ferrets, P.V.A. & Galinier, J.G. [1847-50].  Voyage en Abyssinie dans les provinces du Tigre, du Samen et de l’Ahmarra: 463 (258-471.). Paris.

Type locality: No locality given.  Probably Ethiopia or Somalia (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Ethiopia, Somalia.
ops Talbot, 1942 (as f. of Colotis vesta vesta).  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 11: 51 (51-57).  Ethiopia: “S.W. Abyssinia, Tirma, 3900 ft”.
Colotis (Colotis) vesta amelia (Lucas, 1852)

Idmais amelia Lucas, 1852.  Revue et Magasin de Zoologie Pure et Appliquée 4: 427 (422-432).

Type locality: Senegal.

Distribution: Mauritania, Senegal, Gambia, Mali, Burkina Faso, Ghana (north), Nigeria (north).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Butating, Okwangwo (P. Walwanda teste Larsen, 2005a).
armitagei Dudgeon, 1916 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1915: 388 (387-390).  Ghana: “Northern Territories, Gold Coast”.
insignis Rothschild, 1921 (as dry-season f. of Teracolus amelia).  Novitates Zoologicae 28: 145 (142-170, 215-229).  Nigeria: “Farniso, near Kano”.
Colotis (Colotis) vesta argillaceus (Butler, 1877)

Teracolus argillaceus Butler, 1877.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 19: 459 (458-462).
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Colotis vesta argillaceus.  Male, wet season form.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 43mm.  Madikwe Game Reserve, North-West Province, South Africa.  2 May, 1998.  M.C.Williams (Williams Collection).
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Colotis vesta argillaceus.  Female, wet season form.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 45mm.  Madikwe Game Reserve, North-West Province, South Africa.  2 May, 1998.  M.C.Williams (Williams Collection).
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Colotis vesta argillaceus.  Male, dry season form.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 41mm.  Manoutsa Park, Limpopo Province, South Africa.  13 July, 1998.  M.C.Williams (Williams Collection).
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Colotis vesta argillaceus.  Female, dry season form.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 40mm.  Manoutsa Park, Limpopo Province, South Africa.  13 July, 1998.  M.C.Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: South Africa: “Natal”.

Distribution: Mozambique (south), Zimbabwe (south), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, KwaZulu-Natal - north), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Mica (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetzi (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Waterpoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Messina (Swanepoel, 1953); Vivo (Swanepoel, 1953); Chuniespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Tubex (Swanepoel, 1953); Olifants River (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg district (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953); Mooi River (Swanepoel, 1953); Tugela River (Swanepoel, 1953); Empangeni (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); St. Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Mkuze (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Pringle et al., 1994); Nadi Valley (Cookson and Pennington); Pietermaritzburg (Pringle et al., 1994).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).
pluvius Talbot, 1939 (as wet-season f. of Colotis vesta argillaceus).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 178 (173-233).  South Africa: “Zululand, Euipangeni [=Empangeni]”.
Colotis (Colotis) vesta catachrysops (Butler, 1878)

Teracolus catachrysops Butler, 1878.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 2: 178 (177-179).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Masasi, East Africa”.

Distribution: Kenya (coast), Tanzania (coast).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Coastal areas, inland to Ruaha Gorge; Mpwapwa District; Morogoro (Kielland, 1990).
agapita Hulstaert, 1924 (as ab. of Teracolus vesta).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 98 (90-99).  Tanzania: “Afrique Orientale ex-Allemande”.
kibwezi Stoneham, 1939 (as f. of Colotis vesta).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (38): [2] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Kibwezi”.
Colotis (Colotis) vesta hanningtoni (Butler, 1883)

Teracolus hanningtoni Butler, 1883.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 12: 104 (101-107).

Type locality: “Victoria Nyanza”.

Distribution: Uganda (north-east), Kenya (north-west), Tanzania (north).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Northern Highlands (Kielland, 1990).
bipartitus Rothschild, 1894 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Novitates Zoologicae 1: 537 (535-540).  Kenya: “Witu, East Africa”.
nigrescens Le Doux, 1929 (as f. of Teracolus amelia hanningtoni).  Mitteilungen aus dem Zoologischen Museum in Berlin 15: 10 (1-11).  Uganda: “Udjiji, D.O. Afrika”.
kitgi Stoneham, 1939 (as female f. of Colotis vesta).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (38): [2] ([4 pp.]).  Uganda: “Kitgum, Acholi”.
ilia Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Colotis vesta).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (69): [2] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Mombasa”.
Colotis (Colotis) vesta kagera Congdon, Kielland & Collins, 1998

Colotis vesta kagera Congdon, Kielland & Collins, 1998.  In: Congdon & Collins, 1998.  Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 28 (143 pp.). Abri and Lambillionea.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Bukoba, Kitengule Ranch, 35 km north west of Kyaka. 28.ii.1995. T C E Congdon.”  Holotype (male) in African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi.

Distribution: Rwanda (south-west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Rwanda – Akagera (Collins, vide Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Tanzania – Kitengule Ranch, Ngara District (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
Colotis (Colotis) vesta mutans (Butler, 1877)

Teracolus mutans Butler, 1877.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 19: 459 (458-462).
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Colotis vesta mutans.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 42mm.  Que Que.  11.1.78.  M. Villet.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3044).

Type locality: “Lake Nyassa”.

Distribution: Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique (north), Zimbabwe (north), Botswana (north), Namibia (north).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Zambezi Valley and eastern areas (Heath et al., 2002).

Botswana – Kabulabula, ne Botswana (Van Son, 1949); Totome near the Makakrikari Salt Pan (Van Son, 1949).
arida Talbot, 1939 (as dry-season f. of Colotis vesta mutans).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 178 (173-233).  Zambia: “N.E. Rhodesia, Lower Luanga River”.
Colotis (Colotis) vesta princeps Talbot, 1939

Colotis vesta princeps Talbot, 1939.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 178 (173-233).

Type locality: Uganda: “Semliki Plains, near the south shore of Lake Albert”.

Distribution: Sudan (south-east), Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east - Ituri).
Colotis (Colotis) vesta rhodesinus (Butler, 1894)

Teracolus rhodesinus Butler, 1894.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1893: 663 (643-684).
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Colotis vesta rhodesinus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 43mm.  Kitwe, Zambia.  1963.12.18.  N.I. Curle.  (Curle Trust Collection - 15).
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Colotis vesta rhodesinus.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 45mm.  Kitwe, Zambia.  1966.04.03.  A.I. Curle.  (Curle Trust Collection - 16).
Type locality: Zambia: “Rhodesia, Lake Mweru”.

Distribution: Tanzania (west), Zambia (north, west, central), Democratic Republic of Congo (south - Shaba, Lualaba).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mount Chala; Sumbawanga; Ufpa; Rukwa basin to southern Mpanda; Itumba District; Kondoa (Kielland, 1990).
virescens Hulstaert, 1924 (as ab. of Teracolus vesta).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 98 (90-99).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Elisabethville”; Namibia: “Ovamboland” [false locality?].
Colotis (Colotis) vesta velleda (Lucas, 1852)

Idmais velleda Lucas, 1852.  Revue et Magasin de Zoologie Pure et Appliquée 4: 428 (422-432).

Type locality: [Sudan]: “Abyssinie”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Sudan (except south-east).
Colotis (Colotis) vestalis (Butler, 1876)

Teracolus vestalis Butler, 1876.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1876: 135 (126-165).

Type locality: India: “Scind, Agra”.

Distribution: India, Pakistan, Iran, Somalia, Ethiopia, Sudan, Kenya, Tanzania.  Absent from the Arabian Peninsula.

Common name: White Arab tip.

Habitat: Arid savanna.  In Tanzania at altitudes from 1 000 to 1 800 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Closely associated with stands of the larval host-plant.  Both sexes visit flowers.  In the Tsavo National Park (Kenya) the species roost communally with other species of Colotis (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages:

Larsen, 1991: 129.

Larsen, 2005a.


Eggs laid singly on the food-plant (c.f. the similar C. amata).

Larval food:

Salvadora persica (Salvadoraceae) [Larsen, 1991: 129].
Colotis (Colotis) vestalis castalis (Staudinger, 1884)

Idmais castalis Staudinger, 1884 in Staudinger and Schatz, 1884-8.  Exotischer Schmetterlinge 1: 43 (333 pp.). Bayern.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Kilimandscharo”.

Distribution: Somalia, Ethiopia (south), Sudan, Kenya, Tanzania (north-east).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Pokot; South Turkana; Garissa; Voi; Tsavo (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Northern Highlands; Ruaha National Park; Mikumi; Ruaha Gorge; eastern foot of Image Mountain; Mpwapwa (Kielland, 1990); Taveta; Moshi (Larsen, 1991).
nigricans Aurivillius, 1910 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as f. of Teracolus vestalis castalis).   Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 51 (614 pp.).  Kenya: “British East Africa”; Somalia: “Somaliland”.
pallida Niepelt, 1937 (as female f. of Teracolus castalis).  Festschrift zum 60. Geburtstage von Professor Dr. Embrik Strand 3: 556 (556-559).  Somalia: “Giumbo”.
diminuta Talbot, 1939 (as dry-season f. of Colotis vestalis castalis).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 176 (173-233).  Somalia: “Somaliland, Buran”.
sabulosa Talbot, 1939 (as wet-season female f. of Colotis vestalis castalis).   Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 177 (173-233).  Kenya: “Taveta”.
Colotis (Colotis) zoe (Grandidier, 1867)

Anthocharis zoe Grandidier, 1867.  Revue et Magasin de Zoologie Pure et Appliquée 19: 272 (272-275).

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Subgenus Teracolus Swainson, 1833
In: Swainson, 1832-3.  Zoological illustrations, or original figures and descriptions of new, rare or interesting animals selected chiefly from the class of Ornithology, Entomology and conchology (1) 1: pl. 115 ([xxvii] pp.). London.
Type-species: Teracolus subfasciatus Swainson, by original designation.

[Given as a synonym of Colotis Hübner in Ackery et al., 1995: 183.]
Colotis (Teracolus) eris (Klug, 1829)

Pontia eris Klug, 1829 in Klug, 1829-45.  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum pl. 6 ([183] pp.).
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Colotis eris eris.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 47mm.  Victoria Falls, S. Rhodesia.  12.12.52.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3101).
Type locality: Sudan: “Ambukohl”.

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Mauritania, Senegal, Gambia, Mali, Nigeria, Sudan, Kenya, Zambia, Namibia, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Mozambique,  South Africa, Swaziland. Also in Yemen, Oman.

Common name: Banded gold tip.

Habitat: Savanna (moist to very dry).  In West Africa it occurs in the Sahel and northern parts of the Sudan savanna (Larsen, 2005a).  Also in Brachystegia woodland (Kielland, 1990).  In Tanzania at altitudes from 250 to 2 300 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: A generally common butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Males have a very swift, direct flight, from one to three metres above the ground, often circling bushes and trees.  Females fly a little more slowly but are still rapid fliers.  Both sexes are very fond of flowers (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year but more plentiful from September to April.  In the Eastern Cape Province it flies from September to April.  There are distinct differences between the seasonal forms (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, 1940: 51.

Clark, in Van Son, 1949: 166.


This account is a summary of the publication by Clark in 1940.

Henning, S.F., 1979: 192.

Carcasson, 1981 [larva and pupa].

Clark, in Pringle et al., 1994: plate 17, p.372.


“Eggs are laid singly on the undersides of leaves near young shoots.  They are between 0,5 mm and 0,8 mm in diameter and from 1.1 mm to 1,4 mm high.  White when first laid, the eggs later develop red transverse bands.  There are 24 to 26 longitudinal ribs braced by 40 cross ribs.  The larva closely resembles the leaves among which it feeds and is difficult to detect.  Larva:  On emergence 1,5 mm, egg duration seven days.  1st instar 1,5 mm to 3,0 mm in seven days; 2nd instar 3,0 mm to 5,0 mm in six days; 3rd instar 5,0 mm to 8,0 mm in five days; 4th instar 8,0 mm to 12,5 mm in five days; 5th instar 12,5 mm to 27 mm in four days.  Pupa 20,0 mm hatched after 17 days.  The pupa is attached, head upwards, by the cremastral hooks and a silken girdle around the middle.”

Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 323 (photograph of final instar larva and pupa).

Larval food:

Bamboo (Poaceae) [Pinhey, 1949; highly improbable].

Capparis spp. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Ritchiea spp. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 318].

Boscia oleoides (Burch. ex DC.) Tolken (Capparaceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978].

Maerua species (Capparaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 137].

Boscia albitrunca (Burch.) Gilg and Ben. (Capparaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 294].
Colotis (Teracolus) eris eris (Klug, 1829)

Pontia eris Klug, 1829 in Klug, 1829-45.  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum pl. 6 ([183] pp.).
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Colotis eris eris.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 47mm.  Victoria Falls, S. Rhodesia.  12.12.52.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3101).
Type locality: Sudan: “Ambukohl”.

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Mauritania, Senegal, Gambia, Mali, Nigeria (north), Sudan, Kenya, Zambia, Namibia, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Mozambique,  South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Throughout (Kielland, 1990).

Namibia – Brandberg at 2 000 m (D. and R. Plowes).

Limpopo Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelsdrif Conservancy (Williams).

Free State Province – Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953); Weenen (Swanepoel, 1953); Tugela River (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Willowmore (Swanepoel, 1953); Humansdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Cambria (Swanepoel, 1953); Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Uitenhage (Swanepoel, 1953); Alicedale (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Bathurst (Swanepoel, 1953); Bedford (Swanepoel, 1953); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Seymour (Swanepoel, 1953); Klipplaat (Swanepoel, 1953); Commadagga (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Oudtshoorn (Swanepoel, 1953) .

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

fatma Felder and Felder, 1865 in Felder and Felder, 1865-7 (as sp. of Idmais).  Reise der Österreichischen Fregatte Novara 189 (549 pp.). Wien.  Sudan: “Kordofan”.
abyssinicus Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 18: 486 (480-490).  Ethiopia: “Abyssinia, Atbara”.
maimouna Kirby, 1880 (as sp. of Idmais).  Scientific Proceedings of the Royal Dublin Society 2: 338 (292-340).  Angola.
opalescens Butler, 1886 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 23: 30 (29-31).  Mozambique: “Delagoa Bay”.
johnstoni Butler, 1886 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 23: 29 (29-31).  South Africa: “Graham’s Town”.  [Given as a good subspecies in Ackery et al., 1995: 188 but regarded as a synonym of C. (T.) eris eris (Klug) by Henning, Henning, Joannou & Woodhall, 1997 (Living butterflies of southern Africa - Volume 1: 321 (397 pp.). Umdaus Press, South Africa).]

punctigera Lanz, 1896 (as var. of Idmais eris).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 9: 126 (113-147).  Tanzania: “Hochplateau”.
teitensis Sharpe, 1898 in Sharpe, 1898-1902 (as sp.? of Teracolus).  A monograph of the genus Teracolus 27 (156 pp.). London.  Kenya: “Teita”.
erioides Strand, 1912 (as var. of Teracolus eris).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 77 (1.4. Supplementhefte): 92 (87-94).  Ethiopia: “Angabe”.
chlorinos Talbot, 1939 (as f. of Colotis eris eris).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 212 (173-233).  Senegal.
damara Talbot, 1939 (as ssp. of Colotis eris).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 213 (173-233).  Namibia: “Damaraland”.
continua Storace, 1948 (as ab. of Colotis eris).  Annali del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale (di Genova) Giacomo Doria 63: 265 (263-265).  Ethiopia: “Tessenei (Bassopiano occidentale eritrea)”.
Colotis (Teracolus) eris contractus Gabriel, 1954

Colotis eris contractus Gabriel, 1954.  British Museum (Natural History) expedition to south-west Arabia 1937-8 1: 370 (351-391).

Type locality: Yemen: “Western Aden Protectorate, As Sauda”.

Distribution: Yemen, Oman.
Colotis (Teracolus) subfasciatus (Swainson, 1833)

Teracolus subfasciatus Swainson, 1833 in Swainson, 1832-3.  Zoological illustrations, or original figures and descriptions of new, rare or interesting animals selected chiefly from the class of Ornithology, Entomology and conchology (1) 1: pl. 115 ([xxvii] pp.). London.
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Colotis subfasciatus subfasciatus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 51mm.  Rustenberg Nature Reserve, North-West Province, South Africa.  12 April, 1998.  M.C.Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: “Interior of Southern Africa”.

Distribution: Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa, Swaziland.

Common name: Lemon traveller tip.

Habitat: Savanna.  Also in Brachystegia woodland (Kielland, 1990).  In Tanzania at altitudes from 800 to 1 300 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Both sexes are very fast fliers, particularly the males.  Specimens have a fairly direct flight, ususally two to three metres above the ground.  Both sexes are frequent visitors to flowers (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year but commonest in summer and autumn.  There are distinct seasonal forms (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Henning, Henning, Joannou and Woodhall, 1997: 325. (photograph of an egg on p. 252; photograph of final instar larva and pupa on p. 326).

Egg pearlescent off-white colour when laid, developing irregular russet rings within 48 hours; turns dark grey-brown 24 hours before eclosing; elongated and attenuated at both ends, especially at the micropylar end; height 1,75 mm and diameter 0,75 at widest point; 18 to 20 longitudinal ribs, only half of which reach the micropyle, the others terminating just before the micropyle; 36 to 42 intersecting cross braces.  First instar larva body initially tan but turning buff dorsally and olive-green laterally; head dark brown; well developed setal bases on 1st segment giving the impression of a ‘collar’; forked tail; darker lateral markings on 11th and 12th segments; dark prominent setal bases on dorsum of 12th segment; grows to 4 mm in 3 days.  Second instar larva with body lighter green, flecked lightly with brown; head brown; a diffuse white dorso-medial stripe, broad on 1st segment; russet marking adjoining stripe in area of 1st, 2nd and 10th to 12th segments, later fading; grows to 7 mm in 3 days.  Third to fifth larval instars green, including head, with well-defined pale yellow dorsal stripe; duration 27 days; stout and attains a length of 23 mm.  Pupa pale green with pale lateral line, which is more pronounced along the area of the hindwing inner margin; wing cases shallowly keeled and not laterally compressed; a short pointed cephalic process.


Eggs laid singly on underside of leaves of foodplant.  Sometimes eggs are laid on dead grass and twigs in the vicinity of the foodplant.  Eggs are usually laid low down, on old leaves.  The egg stage is 7 days.  First instar larva 2 mm long on eclosing and partially or completely consumes the egg shell.  Larval stage 33 days.  The pupa is attached to a silk pad by the cremaster and is girdled.  The pupal stage lasts 33 days.
Larval food:

Boscia albitrunca (Burch.) Gilg and Ben. (Capparaceae) [Joannou, in Pringle et al., 1994: 294].
Colotis (Teracolus) subfasciatus subfasciatus (Swainson, 1833)

Teracolus subfasciatus Swainson, 1833 in Swainson, 1832-3.  Zoological illustrations, or original figures and descriptions of new, rare or interesting animals selected chiefly from the class of Ornithology, Entomology and conchology (1) 1: pl. 115 ([xxvii] pp.). London.
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Colotis subfasciatus subfasciatus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 51mm.  Rustenberg Nature Reserve, North-West Province, South Africa.  12 April, 1998.  M.C.Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: “Interior of Southern Africa”.

Distribution: Mozambique (south), Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal - north, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Namibia – Brandberg at 2 000 m (D. and R. Plowes).

Limpopo Province – Tzaneen (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetsi (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Waterpoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Messina (Swanepoel, 1953); Vivo (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Tubex (Swanepoel, 1953); Olifants River (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Waterberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Pienaarsriver (Williams); Legalameetse Nature Reserve. 

Mpumalanga – Volksrust (Swanepoel, 1953); Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Acornhoek (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg district (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams); Groot Marico (Swanepoel, 1953); Potchefstroom (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Pretoria district (Swanepoel, 1953); Hammanskraal (Williams).

Free State Province – Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladybrand (Swanepoel, 1953); Kroonstad (Swanepoel, 1953); Harrismith (Swanepoel, 1953).

Northern Cape Province – Hopetown (Swanepoel, 1953); Griqualand West (Swanepoel, 1953); Kimberley (Swanepoel, 1953)
bohemani Wallengren, 1857 (as sp. of Ptychopteryx).  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 18 (55 pp.).  South Africa: “Caffraria”.
ganymedes Trautmann, 1927 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Entomologische Zeitschrift. Frankfurt. a. M. 41: 301 (301).  Botswana: “Betschuanaland”.
Colotis (Teracolus) subfasciatus ducissa (Dognin, 1891)

Ptychopteryx ducissa Dognin, 1891.  Naturaliste 13: 132 (132).
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Colotis subfasciatus ducissa.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 56mm.  Chiromo, on Shire River, 300 ft., 15°34'S, 35°15'E., Pt. Herald district, Nyasal’d.  28.iv.1916.  C. Mason.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3108).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mendela, Zanguebar”. [False locality?]

Distribution: Tanzania (central and west), Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba, Haut-Lomani), Malawi, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Chimala to Madibira; Ruaha; Mpanda; Kigoma (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Mwinilunga; Kabompo River; Lake Bangweulu area; Chipata; upper Luangwa River; Mbala (Heath et al., 2002).
sulfuratus Karsch, 1898 (as sp. of Teracolus).  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 24: 98 (97-105).  Tanzania: “Mkaramo, Gera, Usandawe”.
vreuricki Dufrane, 1947 (as sp. of Colotis).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 83: 59 (46-73).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congo”.  Synonymized with C. subfasciata ducissa by Berger, 1948.
Subgenus Cuneacolotis Henning, Henning, Joannou & Woodhall, 1997
Living butterflies of southern Africa - Volume 1: 318 (397 pp.). Umdaus Press, South Africa.
Type species: Colotis agoye Wallengren, by original designation.

Colotis (Cuneacolotis) agoye (Wallengren, 1857)

Anthopsyche agoye Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 15 (55 pp.).

Type locality: South Africa: “Caffraria”.  [False locality (MCW)]

Distribution: Ethiopia, Somalia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa.

Common name: Speckled sulphur tip.

Habitat: The nominate subspecies inhabits semi-arid, frost-free savanna, whereas subspecies bowkeri occurs in the Karoo biome (semi-desert thornveld) (Pringle et al., 1994).  Larsen (1992) discusses a hybrid zone between these two subspecies (in southern Botswana).

Habits: Both sexes of the nominate subspecies are fast flying insects, whereas specimens of subspecies bowkeri appear to generally fly more slowly, and closer to the ground.  Specimens may rest on the ground and both sexes are attracted to flowers (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year but commoner during summer and autumn.  The species is seasonally variable (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Larsen, 1992: 5 (Metamorphosis 3: 5-10).

Larva of subspecies bowkeri (instar not specified) green with slightly darker irroration.  Head, eyes, true legs and false legs green.  A brown spot on the frons.  Yellow dorsal line and yellow lateral lines; latter just below level of spiracles.  Dorsal line continues onto head; lateral lines may be absent.  Larva keel-shaped, tapered posteriorly, with strongly bifurcated tail.  Highest at first abdominal segment; at this point height exceeds width.  Pupa.  Colour variable, usually apple green; occasionally light ivory brown.  Frons rather blunt with a very slight anterior projection.

The keel-shaped profile greatly contributes to the excellent camouflage achieved by the larva when it is among the foliage of its host-plant.  Many field-collected larvae died when a single larva of a parastic wasp emerged from half-grown butterfly larvae.  These wasps spun cocoons of the “Apenteles-type”.

Larval food:

Cadaba species (Capparaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 293].

Boscia albitrunca (Burch.) Gilg and Ben. (Capparaceae) [Larsen, 1992: 8].
Colotis (Cuneacolotis) agoye agoye (Wallengren, 1857)

Anthopsyche agoye Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 15 (55 pp.).

Type locality: South Africa: “Caffraria”.  [False locality (MCW)]

Distribution: Mozambique, Zimbabwe (south), Botswana (north and east), Namibia (north) South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng).

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Sabi Valley (Pinhey); Bulawayo (Pinhey); Matobos (Pinhey).

Nambia – Brandberg, at 2 000 m (D. and R. Plowes); Otavifontein (Pennington).

Limpopo Province – Limpopo River (Swanepoel, 1953); Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953); Waterpoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Masequa’s Poort (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Molimo’s Location (Swanepoel, 1953); Mica (Swanepoel, 1953); Tubex (Swanepoel, 1953); Olifants River (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Lydenburg district (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Zeerust (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Pretoria (Pringle et al., 1994).

eosphorus Trimen, 1863 (as sp. of Anthocharis).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 1: 523 (519-525.).  Namibia: “Damara Land”.
Colotis (Cuneacolotis) agoye bowkeri (Trimen, 1883)

Teracolus bowkeri Trimen, 1883.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1883: 358 (347-363).

Type locality: South Africa: “Cape Colony (Northern and North-Eastern Districts)”.

Diagnosis: Males of ssp. bowkeri lack the black scaling seen on the veins of males of the nominate subspecies (Pringle et al., 1994).
Distribution: Botswana (south-west), Namibia (south), South Africa (North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province – south-west, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province).  In years in which the subspecies migrates specimens have been recorded from the eastern Free State Province, Gauteng, Mpumalanga and the Eastern Cape Province.

Specific localities:

Botswana – Nossob River; Tshane (Pringle et al., 1994).

Namibia – Okahandja (Pringle et al., 1994); Otavifontein (Pennington).
North West Province – Mafekeng (Swanepoel, 1953); Vryburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Johannesburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Free State Province – Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Clanwilliam (Pringle et al., 1994).

Northern Cape Province – Hopetown (Swanepoel, 1953); Springbok (Swanepoel, 1953); Spectakel (Swanepoel, 1953); Upington; Griquatown; Kimberley (Swanepoel, 1953); Helskloof in the Richtersveld; Soebatsfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Citrusdal (Swanepoel, 1953).

Colotis (Cuneacolotis) agoye zephyrus (Marshall, 1897)

Teracolus zephyrus Marshall, 1897.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1897: 8 (3-36).

Type locality: Somalia: “Selou, Somaliland”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Somalia.
Subgenus Gideona Klots, 1933
Entomologica Americana (N.S.) 12: 153, 196 (139-242).  [1:-:1]

Type-species: Callidryas lucasi Grandidier, by original designation.

Downgraded to a subgenus of Colotis by Lees et al. 2003.

A monobasic Afrotropical subgenus, confined to Madagascar.

Colotis (Gideona) lucasi (Grandidier, 1867)

Callidryas lucasi Grandidier, 1867.  Revue et Magasin de Zoologie Pure et Appliquée 19: 273 (272-275).

Type locality: Madagascar: “cap Sainte-Marie”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest, forest margins and unnatural grasslands (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
vohemara Ward, 1870 (as sp. of Eronia).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 6: 224 (224-228).  Madagascar.
suffusa Talbot, 1939 (as f. of Gideona lucasi).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 216 (173-233).  Madagascar.
deflava Talbot, 1939 (as f. of Gideona lucasi).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 216 (173-233).  Madagascar.
lineata Talbot, 1939 (as f. of Gideona lucasi).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 88: 216 (173-233).  Madagascar: “Madagascar, Isokitraa, Diego Suarez”.
Genus Calopieris Aurivillius, 1899
In: Aurivillius, 1898-9.  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 385, 415 (1-561).
Type-species: Pontia eulimene Klug, by monotypy.

A monobasic Afrotropical genus.


Calopieris eulimene (Klug, 1829)

Pontia eulimene Klug, 1829 in Klug, 1829-45.  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum pl. 7 ([183] pp.).

Type locality: Sudan: “Ambukohl”.

Distribution: Chad, Sudan, Red Sea coast, Saudi Arabia (west), Yemen.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Eronia Hübner, 1823
In: Hübner, [1819-27].  Sammlung exotischer Schmetterlinge 2: pl. 130 (225 pls.). Augsburg.
Type-species: Eronia cleodora Hübner, by original designation.

= Dryas Boisduval, 1847.  In: Delegorgue, A., Voyage dans l’Afrique australe 2: 588 (585-602).  Type-species: Dryas leda Boisduval, by monotypy.  [Invalid; junior homonym of Dryas Hübner, [1807].]

= Afrodryas Stoneham, 1957.  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (70): [1] ([3 pp.]).  [Replacement name for Dryas Boisduval.]

An Afrotropical genus containing two species.

Eronia cleodora Hübner, 1823

Eronia cleodora Hübner, 1823 in Hübner, [1819-27].  Sammlung exotischer Schmetterlinge 2: pl. 130 (225 pls.). Augsburg.
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Eronia cleodora cleodora.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 58mm.  Cintsa East, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; 20-31 December, 2001; M.C. Williams (Williams collection).
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Eronia cleodora cleodora.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 56mm.  La Lucia, Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  March, 2000.  M.C.Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Nigeria, Sudan, Ethiopia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Angola, Mozambique, Botswana (Pinhey), South Africa, Swaziland.

Common name: Vine-leaf vagrant.

Habitat: Forest, coastal forest and bush, and moist frost-free savanna.  In Tanzania ssp. cleodora occurs from 1 000 to 1 200 m and ssp. dilatata from sea-level to 1 200 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The flight is fast, wandering, random, and from two to four metres above the ground.  Both sexes are strongly attracted to flowers but males do not mud-puddle.  Specimens may settle on the ground (Pringle et al., 1994).  In Kenya Larsen (1991) notes their fondness for the flowers of Maerua bushes and trees and in Nigeria for those of Capparis (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: All year but commoner during the summer months (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Mansel Weale, in Trimen & Bowker, 1889: 173 [as Eronia Cleodora Hübner; E. Cape].


“Mr. Weale added that the larva much resembled that of Teracolus Auxo (Lucas); it was difficult to find, its reddish-yellow lateral stripe matching in tint the edge of the leaves.”

Clark, in Van Son, 1949: 85.


Egg elongate-conical; deeply fluted; 1,5 mm high and 0,6 mm in diameter; 9 or 10 longitudinal ribs; about 24 transverse ridges; laid singly on the leaves of the foodplant; egg stage 3-10 days, depending on temperature.  Five larval stages, lasting from 13 to 20 days; pale yellow deepening later to green; white lateral line, edged with red in final instar; shape rather flat, tapering to posterior end; 2,5 mm in length at eclosion, growing to 36 mm in final instar.  Pupa green or light greenish brown; strongly keeled; pupal period about 12 days.

Carcasson, 1981 [larva and pupa].

Clark, in Pringle et al., 1994: 358; plate 10.


“Eggs are laid singly on the leaves of the foodplant.  They are deeply fluted and 1,5 mm high by 0,6 mm in diameter.  There are nine or 10 longitudinal ribs and about 24 transverse ribs.  The length of the egg stage varies according to temperature and can last from three to 10 days.  There are five larval stages lasting from 13 to 20 days in total.  The larva, about 2,5 mm on hatching, grows to about 36 mm.  The pupal stage lasts about 12 days.  The pupa is attached by the cremaster and a silken girdle.”

Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 271 (photograph of final instar larva and pupa).

Larval food:

Capparis sp. (Capparaceae) [Barber, in Trimen & Bowker, 1889: 173].

Capparis fascicularis DC. var. zeyheri (Turcz.) Tölken (Capparaceae) [Mansel Weale, in Trimen & Bowker, 1889: 173; as Capparis Zeyheri; Eastern Cape].

Salvadora persica (Salvadoraceae) [Kielland, 1990: 55].

Capparis tomentosa (Capparaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 271].

Azima tetracantha (Salvadoraceae) [Heath et al., 2002: 29].
Eronia cleodora cleodora Hübner, 1823

Eronia cleodora Hübner, 1823 in Hübner, [1819-27].  Sammlung exotischer Schmetterlinge 2: pl. 130 (225 pls.). Augsburg.
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Eronia cleodora cleodora.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 58mm.  Cintsa East, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; 20-31 December, 2001; M.C. Williams (Williams collection).
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Eronia cleodora cleodora.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 56mm.  La Lucia, Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  March, 2000.  M.C.Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Nigeria (north-east), Sudan (south), Ethiopia (south), Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba, Haut-Lomani, Kivu, Ituri), Uganda, Kenya (central), Tanzania (west), Zambia, Angola, Mozambique, Botswana (Pinhey), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Maiduguri (Larsen, 2005a); Gombe (Larsen, 2005a); Adamawa (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Nkungwe; Mpanda township (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Chingola; Kalulushi; Ndola; Pemba; Lusaka; Lake Bangweulu, Lake Tanganyika; Lake Mweru (Heath et al., 2002).
Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Munnik (Swanepoel, 1953); Molimo’s location (Swanepoel, 1953); Elim (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Bandolierkop (Swanepoel, 1953); Wyliespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953); Blouberg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Komatipoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Acornhoek (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg district (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Port Shepstone (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); St. Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Bathurst (Swanepoel, 1953); Port Alfred (Swanepoel, 1953); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Butterworth (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St. Johns (Swanepoel, 1953); Van Staden’s Pass, near Port Elizabeth (Pringle et al., 1994).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

erxia Hewitson, 1867 in Hewitson, 1867-71 (as sp. of Eronia).  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 4: 8 (118 pp.).  “S. Africa”.
semipunctata Le Doux, 1923 (as f. of Eronia cleodora).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift 1923: 583 (582-584).   South Africa: “Port Alfred (Kapkolonie)”.
punctata Le Doux, 1923 (as f. of Eronia cleodora).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift 1923: 584 (582-584).    South Africa: “Port Alfred (Kapkolonie)”.
unipuncta Dufrane, 1947 (as ab. of Eronia cleodora f. erxia).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 83: 60 (46-73).  Ethiopia: “Harrar, Ethiopie”.
Eronia cleodora dilatata Butler, 1888

Eronia dilatata Butler, 1888.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1888: 96 (91-98).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Taveta; Forests of Taveta; Kilima-njaro”.

Distribution: Kenya (east), Tanzania (east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Coastal areas, inland to Kimboza Forest; Uluguru Mountains; lower parts of the Rubeho Mountains (Kielland, 1990); Rondo Plateau; below Moshi and Arusha; Pemba Island (Rydon, vide Kielland, 1990).
latimarginata Weymer, 1892 (as var. of Eronia cleodora).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 53: 96 (79-125).  Tanzania: “Pangani (Ostafrika)”.
dorothea Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Eronia cleodora).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (70): [1] ([3 pp.]).  Kenya: “Mambrui, Kenya Coast”.
Eronia leda (Boisduval, 1847)

Dryas leda Boisduval, 1847.  In: Delegorgue, A., Voyage dans l’Afrique australe 2: 588 (585-602).
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Eronia leda.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 56mm.  Punda Milia, K. N. P. Survey.  4-5.V.1970.  Vári & Potgieter.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3023).
Type locality: South Africa: “Pays de Amazoulous”.

Distribution: Nigeria (north-east), Chad, Sudan (south), Ethiopia (south), Kenya, Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu, Shaba, Haut-Lomani, Lualaba, Haut-Katanga, Tanganika), Zambia, Namibia (north), Zimbabwe, Botswana (north), Angola, Mozambique, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province – north-east), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Vom, Jos Plateau (Boorman & Roche, 1973); Maiduguri (Larsen, 2005a); Wikki, Adamawa (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Mpanda; Kigoma; Northern Highlands; Uluguru Mountains; Mwanihana Forest; Rubeho Mountains; Pugu Hills; Masagati Forest (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia: Mwinilunga; the Copperbelt; Choma; Lusaka; Zambezi Valley; Luangwa Valley (Heath et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Mica (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (Swanepoel, 1953); Tzaneen (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetzi (Swanepoel, 1953); Molimo’s location (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Entabeni Forest (Swanepoel, 1953); Wyliespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Komatipoort (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Oribi Gorge (Swanepoel, 1953); Port Shepstone (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Stanger (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Empangeni (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); St. Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); False Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Mkuze (Swanepoel, 1953); Kosi Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

Common name: Autumn-leaf vagrant.

Habitat: Frost-free savanna and forest margins.  In Tanzania from 75 to 2 100 m (Kielland, 1990).  In West Africa in dense Sudan savanna thickets and riverine bush (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Very fast-flighted and restless, usually from two to three metres above the ground.  Settles occasionally to feed from flowers (especially Maerua), but usually only for a few seconds (Pringle et al., 1994).  Rarely mud-puddles (Kielland, 1990; Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: All year but scarcer in winter (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Dickson and Kroon, 1978.

Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 272. (photogaph of final instar larva on p. 273).

Egg pale lemon-yellow.  Size – 1,8  mm high by 0,5 mm in diameter.  Small, dark brown marks appear on the surface 12 hours before eclosion.  First instar larva ochreous at first, becoming greenish; head shiny black; growing to 8 mm in length.  Head and body of second instar larva shiny green; fine white setae; growing to 11 mm in length.  Third instar with head and body dull leaf-green; whitish setae; fine, small yellow papillae.  Full-grown larva 35 mm in length.  Pupa green or brownish with brown-ringed white spot on underside of abdomen; wing cases strongly keeled.


Egg laid singly on the leaves of the foodplant, usually on the edge of the leaf.  Egg stage about 12 days.  After eclosion the egg shell is consumed.  The duration of the first larval instar is about 10 days and the second lasts about 8 days.  The larva is leaf-like.  The pupa is attached to a silk pad by the cremaster and is girdled.

Larval food:

Salvadora persica Linnaeus (Salvadoraceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 317].

Capparis tomentosa Lam. (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 317; Dickson & Kroon, 1978].

Capparis caleagnous Gilger (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 317].

Capparis corymbosa (Capparaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 55].

Capparis elaeagnoides (Capparaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 55].

Cadaba species (Capparaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 127].

Capparis sepiaria (Capparaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 273].

Maerua species (Capparaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].
tekoukoule Guérin-Méneville, 1849 (as sp. of Anthocharis).  In: Lefebrve, T., Voyage en Abyssinie (4) 6 (Zooologie): 367 (364-386).  Ethiopia: “Abyssinie”.
wahlbergi Wallengren, 1857 (as sp. of Dryas).  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 17 (55 pp.).  South Africa: “Caffraria”.
trimeni Oberthür, 1878 (as sp. of Eronia).  Études d’Entomologie 3: 20 (1-48).  No locality given.
cygnophila Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Eronia leda).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 85 (12-107).  Tanzania: “Dar-es-Salaam”.
pupillata Strand, 1911 (as ab. of Eronia leda).  Entomologische Rundschau 28: 140 (137-141).  Ethiopia: “Maroko in Abyssinien”.
inargyrata Gaede, 1916 (as var. of Eronia leda).  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 9: 109 (105-106, 109-112, 125-126).  Tanzania: “Mikindani, Deutsch O.-Afrika”.
gomensis Dufrane, 1945 (as ab. of Eronia leda f. trimeni).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 81: 92 (90-143).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Goma”.
flava Dufrane, 1945 (as ab. of Eronia leda f. trimeni).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 81: 92 (90-143).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Goma”.
clytaemnestra Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Afodryas leda).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (70): [2] ([3 pp.]).  Kenya: “Karunga, Sakwa, Luoland, Nyanza”.
Genus Pinacopteryx Wallengren, 1857
Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 7 (55 pp.).
Type-species: Pieris eriphia Godart, by subsequent designation (Scudder, 1875.  Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 10: 250 (91-293).).

= Herpaenia Butler, 1870.  Cistula Entomologica 1: 38, 52 (33-58).  Type-species: Pontia tritogenia Klug, by original designation.

A monobasic Afrotropical genus.

Pinacopteryx eriphia (Godart, [1819])

Pieris eriphia Godart, [1819] in Latreille and Godart, [1819], [1824].  Encyclopédie Méthodique. Histoire Naturelle [Zoologie] 9 Entomologie: 157 (1-328 [1819], 329-828 [1824]). Paris.
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Pinacopteryx eriphia eriphia.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 48mm.  Pienaarsrivier.  17.III.1972.  Potgieter & Jones.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2991).
Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Mauritania, Senegal, Gambia, Mali, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Nigeria, Niger, Chad, Sudan, Ethiopia, Arabia, Oman, Somalia, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo, Angola, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Madagascar.

Common name: Zebra white.

Habitat: Moist and dry savanna.  In Tanzania at altitudes from 500 to 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).  In Madagascar it is recorded as occurring in forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Habits: The flight of this common species is slow to medium-fast, random and close to the ground.  They are often seen feeding from flowers and males also mud-puddle.  In West Africa they are very fond of the flowers of Tridax sp. (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens often alight on the ground, where they rest with closed wings, the underside coloration affording good camouflage (Larsen, 1991).  There are a few records of migration at Voi and Nairobi, in Kenya (Larsen, 1991) and near Sokoto in Nigeria (R. St. Leger teste Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: All year but more abundant in the warmer months.  There are distinct seasonal forms (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, 1940: 44 (J. ent. Soc. sth. Afr. 3: 44-46).

Clark, in Van Son, 1949: 62.
This is a summary of the publication by Clark (1940).

Carcasson, 1981 [larva and pupa].

Clark, in Pringle et al., 1994: 350; plate 6.

“The eggs are laid in small clusters on the uppersides of leaves of the foodplants and are bright yellow in colour, developing reddish-brown transverse bands.  There are 23 longitudinal ridges.  The egg stage lasts about eight days.  There are five larval instars, the first four last about five days each and the final one lasts about seven days.  The pupa darkens considerably during development, from greyish brown to chocolate brown.  This stage lasts about 17 days.”

Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 268 (photograph of final instar larva and pupa).

Larval food:

Boscia oleoides (Burch. ex DC.) Tölken (Capparaceae) [Van Son, 1949: 63; as Capparis oleoides].

Maerua cafra (DC.) Pax (Capparaceae) [Van Son, 1949: 63; as Maerua triphylla (Thunb.) Dur. & Schinz].

Maerua variifolia (Capparaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 53].

Cadaba species (Capparaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 53].

Boscia albitrunca (Burch.) Gilg. and Ben. (Capparaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 280].

Boscia salicifolia (Capparaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 269].

Pinacopteryx eriphia eriphia (Godart, [1819])

Pieris eriphia Godart, [1819] in Latreille and Godart, [1819], [1824].  Encyclopédie Méthodique. Histoire Naturelle [Zoologie] 9 Entomologie: 157 (1-328 [1819], 329-828 [1824]). Paris.
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Pinacopteryx eriphia eriphia.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 48mm.  Pienaarsrivier.  17.III.1972.  Potgieter & Jones.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2991).
Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Tanzania, Malawi, Angola, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Southern, central and western parts (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Copperbelt; Zambezi Valley (Heath et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Maputo (Van Son, 1949).

Limpopo Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelsdrif Conservancy (Williams).

Free State Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Hebron (Van Son, 1949).

KwaZulu-Natal – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Albany District (Van Son, 1949); Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Cambria (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Swellendam District (Van Son, 1949); Franschhoek (Swanepoel, 1953); Hex River Pass (Swanepoel, 1953); Knysna (Swanepoel,1953); Murraysburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Hermanus (west of) (Waters and Selb); Kleinmond; Worcester (Pringle et al., 1994).

Northern Cape Province – Little Namaqualand (Van Son, 1949); Victoria West (Van Son, 1949); Prieska (Van Son, 1949); Okiep (Swanepoel, 1953); Spectakel (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

nyassae Lanz, 1896 (as var. of Herpaenia eriphia).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 9: 123 (113-147).  Tanzania: “Hochplateau”.
Pinacopteryx eriphia mabillei (Aurivillius, [1899])

Herpaenia eriphia var. mabillei Aurivillius, [1899] in Aurivillius, 1898-9.  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 389 (1-561).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagaskar, environs de Tulear [Toliara]”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Specific localities:

Madagascar – Tulear region (Larsen, 2005a).
callianira Mabille, 1899 (as sp. of Pieris [Herpaenia]).  Bulletin du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle. Paris 5: 373 (373-375).  Madagascar: “Madagascar, environs de Tuléar”.
Pinacopteryx eriphia melanarge (Butler, 1886)

Herpaenia melanarge Butler, 1886.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1885: 774 (756-776).

Type locality: Somalia: “More than eighty miles south of Berbera”.

Distribution: Sudan (south), Ethiopia (south), Somalia, Kenya, Uganda (north), Tanzania (north).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Northern parts, but not the north-west (Kielland, 1990).
iterata Butler, 1888 (as sp. of Herpaenia).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1888: 96 (91-98).  Tanzania: “Kilima-njaro”.
Pinacopteryx eriphia tritogenia (Klug, 1829)

Pontia tritogenia Klug, 1829 in Klug, 1829-45.  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum pl. 8 ([183] pp.).

Type locality: Sudan: “Ambukohl”.

Distribution: Mauritania, Senegal, Gambia, Mali, Burkina Faso, Ghana (north), Niger, Nigeria (north), Chad, Sudan, Ethiopia (north), Arabia (south), Oman (Dhofar).
lacteipennis Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Herpaenia).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 18: 489 (480-490).  Ethiopia: “Abyssinia, Atbara”.
straminea Aurivillius, 1904 (as var. of Herpaenia eriphia).  In: Jägerskiöld, L.A., Results of the Swedish zoological expedition to Egypt and the White Nile. Part 1: 4 (9 pp.). Uppsala, Sweden.  Sudan: “Kaka and Gebelein”.
Pinacopteryx eriphia wittei Berger, 1940

Pinacopteryx eriphia wittei Berger, 1940.  Exploration du Parc National Albert.  Mission G.F. de Witte (1933-1935) (30): 9 (51 pp.). Brussels.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Bitshumbi [lac Edouard] 925 m”.

Distribution: Uganda (west), Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east), Rwanda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kitengule Ranch, Ngara District (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Note: This may be a synonym of tritogenia (Larsen, 2005a).
Genus Nepheronia Butler, 1870
Cistula Entomologica 1: 38, 53 (33-58).
Type-species: Pieris idotea Boisduval, by original designation.

= Leuceronia Aurivillius, 1895.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 16: 256 et nota (195-220, 255-268).  Type-species: Callidryas buquetii Boisduval, by original designation.

= Lepteronia Stoneham, 1957.  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (70): [1] ([3 pp.]).  Type-species: Pieris pharis Boisduval, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus containing four species.  N. pharis, which has a different wing shape and behaviours to the other three species, may not be congeneric (Larsen, 2005a).

Nepheronia argia (Fabricius, 1775)

Papilio argia Fabricius, 1775.  Systema Entomologiae 470 (832 pp.). Flensburgi & Lipsiae.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon Africae”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Angola, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, South Africa, Swaziland.

Common name: Large vagrant.

Habitat: Coastal, warm, and riparian (riverine) forest, and heavy woodland.  Absent from montane (temperate) forest.  In Tanzania ssp. argolisia is found at altitudes from 780 to 1 800 m and ssp. mhondana from 75 to 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: A common butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Flies in and on the edges of forest (Pringle et al., 1994).  Males have a fast, direct flight, two to four metres above the ground.  Females have a slower, fluttering flight and remain in the vicinity of the larval host-plants.  Both sexes often visit flowers.  According to Pringle et al. (1994) it does not appear to mud-puddle in southern Africa but Kielland (1990) and Larsen (2005a) say that it sometimes comes to damp patches and mud on river banks.  Small numbers were noted in a mixed migration through Lagos, Nigeria in late May, 1967 (Larsen, 1968).

Flight period: All year.  Unusually, peak emergence is in autumn and winter (April-May) for ssp. varia (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Fontaine, 1986 [Democratic Republic of Congo].
Joannou, in Pringle et al., 1994: 285 [as Nepheronia argia variegata].
Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 276 [eggs collected from the type locality of Nepheronia argia variegata].  (photograph of final instar larva and pupa on p. 276).

Egg creamy white when laid, developing irregular red-brown bands within 24 hours; elongate and attenuated at both ends; 2.4 mm high and 1,1 at broadest diameter; 14 longitudinal ribs, with each alternate rib reaching the micropyle and extending beyond it to form a rounded projection; the shorter ribs ending three quarters of the way up the egg;  48 transverse ridges joining the ribs.  First instar larva salmon coloured with lighter dorsal coloration posteriorly, turning green and with lighter dorsal coloration and dark brown lateral markings; head olive-brown.  Second instar larva initially with light dorsal coloration and dark lateral markings, later dorsal coloration fades and lateral marks turn black with white moles at their centres; head green.  Third insta larva similar to second but more glabrous.  Fourth instar larva similar to third but develops a thin, pale green dorsal median line; fine brown stippling on the body.  Fifth instar larva growing to 43 mm in length; lateral marks become indistinct and turn pale brown; spiracles become more prominent.  Pupa 32 mm in length; pale green, dusted with white, especially on the dorsal surface; wing cases prominently keeled, measuring 16 mm at the widest point and compressed laterally; wings delineated from body by a thin yellow line; a thin process projecting forwards from the head.


Egg laid on the underside of a leaf and ecloses after about 6 days.  Larva exits egg by way of a small hole, which it eats in the upper half of the shell.  After about an hour of inactivity it consumes the rest of the shell.  The larval stage is about 6 weeks.  At pupation the larva attaches itself to a silk pad spun on a leaf by means of cremastral hooks, spins a girdle, and pupates 2 days later.  Pupal stage 37 days.

Larval food:

Cassipourea ruwenzorensis Alston (Rhizophoraceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 317; East Africa].

Ritchiea species (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974; East Africa].

Hippocratea species (Celastraceae) [Henning, G., 1990: 1; Manoutsa, Limpopo Province] (Met. 1(26): 1).

Hippocratea obtusifolia (Celastraceae) [Kielland, 1990: 54].

Salacia species (Celastraceae) [Kielland, 1990: 54].

Pristimera longipetiolata Oliv. (Celastraceae) [Henning, G., in Pringle et al., 1994: ; Manoutsa, Limpopo Province; Paré, in Pringle et al., 1994: ; Zimbabwe; as sp. of Hippocratea].

Nepheronia argia argia (Fabricius, 1775)

Papilio argia Fabricius, 1775.  Systema Entomologiae 470 (832 pp.). Flensburgi & Lipsiae.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon Africae”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Mbini), Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Angola, Sudan, Uganda (north).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamace (Larsen, 2005a).

Gambia – Pirang Forest area (Larsen, 2005a).

Guinea – Park National du Haut Niger (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Wa (Larsen, 2005a).
cassiopea Cramer, 1779 in Cramer, [1779-80] (as sp. of Papilio).  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 3: 14 (176 pp.). Amsteldam & Utrecht.  “Côte de Guinée”.
poppea Fabricius; Donovan, 1834.  The naturalist’s repository 2: pl. 54 (72 pls.). London.  [Misidentification].
idotea Boisduval, 1836 (as sp. of Pieris).  In: [Roret, Suites à Buffon] Histoire naturelle des Insectes. Species général des Lépidopteres 1: 441 (690 pp.). Paris.  “Côte de Guinée”.
semiflava Aurivillius, 1895 (as ab. of Eronia argia).  Entomologisk Tidskrift 16: 262 (195-220, 255-268).  Cameroon: “Kamerun”.
mixta Aurivillius, 1895 (as ab. of Eronia argia).  Entomologisk Tidskrift 16: 262 (195-220, 255-268).  Cameroon: “Kamerun”.

sulphurea Aurivillius, 1895 (as ab. of Eronia argia).  Entomologisk Tidskrift 16: 262 (195-220, 255-268).  Cameroon: “Kamerun”.
virescens Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Eronia argia).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 87 (12-107).  Togo.
castelaini Schouteden, 1912 (as var. of Eronia argia).  Annales de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 55: 363 (362-364).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Uellé”.
hollandi Fox, 1963 (as ssp. of Nepheronia argia).  Annals of the Carnegie Museum 36: 213 (213-224).  Cameroon: “Efulen, Cameroons”.
aurantiaca Bernardi, 1968 (as morph of Nepheronia argia argia).  Compte Rendu Sommaire des Séances. Société de Biogéographie. Paris No. 395: 79 (75-87).  Equatorial Guinea: “Basupu, Fernando Po”.
mongala Berger, 1981 (as f. of Nepheronia argia).  Les Papillons du Zaire 80 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mongala, Abumombazi”.
Nepheronia argia argolisia (Stoneham, 1957)

Eronia argia argolisia Stoneham, 1957.  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (70): [1] ([3 pp.]).
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Nepheronia argia argolisia.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 64mm.  Mabira Forest, Jinja, Uganda.  7/1/73.  (Henning collection - H96).
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Nepheronia argia argolisia.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 65mm.  Budongo Forest, Bunyoro District, Western Uganda.  13/10/72.  Ed. B. Balyctagara.  (Henning collection - H96A).

Type locality: Kenya: “Kitale, Kenya Colony”.

Distribution: Uganda (except west and north), Kenya (west), Tanzania (west), Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kigoma and Mpanda Districts (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; 100 km south of Mwinilunga (Heath et al., 2002).
euterpe Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Eronia argia).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (70): [1] ([3 pp.]).  Kenya: “Malawa Forest”.
calliope Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Erone [sic] argia).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (70): [2] ([3 pp.]).  Kenya: “Malawa Forest”.
erato Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Eronia argia).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (70): [2] ([3 pp.]).  Uganda: “Bwamba Forest, Ruwenzori”.
Nepheronia argia mhondana (Suffert, 1904)

Eronia argia mhondana Suffert, 1904.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 86 (12-107).
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Nepheronia argia mhondana.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 62mm.  Mt Silinda.  6.III.1968.  J.J. Klopper.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3031).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mhonda, Deutsch-Ost-Afrika”.

Diagnosis: The male of this subspecies has a larger black apical patch than in other subspecies (Pringle et al., 1994).

Distribution: Kenya (east), Tanzania, Zambia (except north-west), Malawi, Zimbabwe (east), Mozambique (central and north).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Northern Highlands; Pare Mountains; Pugu Hills; Ukaguru Mountains; Rubeho Mountains; Uzungwa Range; Njombe Highlands; Tukuyu; Livingstone Mountains; Masagati Forest; Ulanga District; Rondo Plateau near Lindi (Kielland, 1990).

Mozambique – Xiluvo (Cookson).

Zambia – Mufulira; Chiawa; Lusaka; Chisamba; Feira; Mbala; Makutu Mountains; Nyika (Heath et al., 2002).
giara Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Eronia argia).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 87 (12-107).  “Ost Afrika”.
usambara Aurivillius, 1907 (as sp. of Eronia).  Archiv för Zoologi 3 (19): 6 (7 pp.).  Tanzania: “Deutsch Ost-Afrika, Usambara”.
Nepheronia argia varia (Trimen, 1864)

Eronia varia Trimen, 1864.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 2: 175 (175-180).

Type locality: South Africa: “Bashee River, Kaffraria”.

Diagnosis: In the male the forewing upperside black tip is smaller than in the other subspecies.  Typically the females of this subspecies have a yellow hindwing upperside (Pringle et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal – south, Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Port Shepstone (Swanepoel, 1953); Oribi Gorge (Pringle et al., 1994).
Eastern Cape Province – Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953).

aurora Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Eronia argia).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 87 (12-107).  Mozambique.
oraria van Son, 1949 (as female f. of Nepheronia argia).  Transvaal Museum Memoires No. 3: 92 (237 pp.).  South Africa: “Port St. Johns, Pondoland”.
hemicrocea van Son, 1949 (as female f. of Nepheronia argia).  Transvaal Museum Memoires No. 3: 92 (237 pp.).  South Africa: “Port St. Johns, Pondoland”.
Nepheronia argia variegata Henning, 1994

Nepheronia argia variegata Henning, 1994.  In: Pringle, Henning, and Ball [eds] Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 284 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa.

Type locality: South Africa: “Transvaal. Manoutsa, 4 Aug. 1986, C. Meano.”  Place of deposition of holotype not stated.

Distribution: Mozambique (south), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal - central and north), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Farm Tubex (Swanepoel, vide Van Son, 1949); Malipsdrift (Swanepoel, vide Van Son, 1949); Louis Trichardt (Swanepoel, 1953); Hoedspruit (Pringle et al., 1994); Manoutsa (TL); Mokeetsi (Pringle et al., 1994); Ofcolaco (Pringle et al., 1994).
Mpumalanga – Blyde River Canyon (Pringle et al., 1994); Lydenburg (Pringle et al., 1994); Malelane (Pringle et al., 1994); Skukuza (Pringle et al., 1994); Swadini (Pringle et al., 1994).
KwaZulu-Natal – Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Donnybrook (Williams); Dukuduku (Pringle et al., 1994); Emanguzi (Pringle et al., 1994); False Bay (Pringle et al., 1994); Lake Sibayi (Pringle et al., 1994); Nkandla (Pringle et al., 1994); Umhlanga Rocks (Pringle et al., 1994).

Note: Larsen (2005a) notes that vaiegata seems to be part of a cline between ssp. mhondana and ssp. varia.

Nepheronia buquetii (Boisduval, 1836)

Callidryas buquetii Boisduval, 1836.  In: [Roret, Suites à Buffon] Histoire naturelle des Insectes. Species général des Lépidopteres 1: 607 (690 pp.). Paris.
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Nepheronia buquetii buquetii.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 50mm.  Birchenough Bridge, S. Rhod.  I-1938.  G. v. Son.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3033).

Type locality: Senegal: “Sénégal”.  [false locality? – see Larsen, 2005a.]

Diagnosis: Closely resembles Catopsilia florella when on the wing.  Distinguished from florella by the presence of a dark discocellular ocellus on the underside of the hindwing (Pringle et al., 1994); and the green eyes versus brown eyes of florella.

Distribution: ?Senegal, Niger, Nigeria, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Mozambique, Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Swaziland, North Africa, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Madagascar.

Common name: Buquet’s vagrant; plain vagrant; desert vagrant.

Habitat: Frost-free savanna and coastal bush.  Also in sub-desert scrub (Larsen, 1991).  In Tanzania it is usually found at altitudes from sea-level to 1 500 m but there are records at 2 000 m (Mount Bondwa) (Kielland, 1990).  The habitat in Madagascar is unrecorded (Lees et al., 2003).  In West Africa it appears to be Sahelian (Larsen, 2005a). 

Habits: The flight is fast, wandering, and about one to two metres above the ground.  When on the wing it is easily confused with the ubiquitous Catopsilia florella (Fabricius).  Both sexes are fond of flowers (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year but commonest during the summer months (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, 1940: 55.

Clark, in Van Son, 1949: 88, 95.


This account is a summary of the publication by Clark in 1940.

Clark, in Pringle et al., 1994: 360; plate 11.


“Eggs are laid singly on the uppersides of the leaves of the foodplant.  They are white at first, darkening to a cream colour with bands of small reddish-brown spots.  They are 2 mm high by 0,8 mm in diameter with 24 longitudinal ridges.  The egg stage lasts about eight days.  The larva is 1,5 mm long on emergence, growing to about 35 mm before pupation.  There are five larval instars; the first four last about three days each and the final lasts about six days.  Some larvae remain on the same twig for this stage, eating the leaves in succession from the young tip downwards.  The pupa is attached by the cremaster and a silken girdle.  The pupal stage lasts about 12 days.”

Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 278 & 279 (photograph of final instar larva and pupa).

Larval food:

Azima tetracantha Lam. (Salvadoraceae) [Clark, in Van Son, 1949: 95].

Ritchiea fragrans (Simms) G. Don (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 317].

Ritchiea albersii Gilger (Capparaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 317].

Salvadora persica Linnaeus (Salvadoraceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 317; Larsen, 1991: 126 (Arabia)].

Capparis species (Capparaceae) [Collins (at Watamu), vide Larsen, 1991: 126].

Nepheronia buquetii buquetii (Boisduval, 1836)

Callidryas buquetii Boisduval, 1836.  In: [Roret, Suites à Buffon] Histoire naturelle des Insectes. Species général des Lépidopteres 1: 607 (690 pp.). Paris.
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Nepheronia buquetii buquetii.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 50mm.  Birchenough Bridge, S. Rhod.  I-1938.  G. v. Son.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3033).

Type locality: Senegal: “Sénégal”.

Distribution: ?Senegal (north), Niger, Nigria, Democratic Republic of Congo (North Kivu), Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya (coast), Tanzania (coast), Zambia, Namibia (north), Botswana (north), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Swaziland, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province south-east).

Specific localities:

Ethiopia – Sodere (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Lower, drier parts of the Northern Highlands; Dodoma; Ruaha National Park; Mikumi National Park; Rubeho Mountains; Bondwa Mountain (Morogoro); Dendene Forest; Pugu Hills; Kiono Forest at Sadani (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia: Zambezi Valley; lower-Luangwa Valley (Heath et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Maputo (Van Son, 1949).

Zimbabwe Birchnough Bridge (Van Son, 1949).

Namibia – Windhoek (Van Son, 1949); Tsaobis Leopard Farm, Karibib district (Swart, 2004).

Limpopo Province – Masequa’s Poort (Swanepoel, 1953); Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (Van Son, 1949); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); St. Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); False Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Willowmore (Van Son, 1949); Port Elizabeth (Van Son, 1949); Port Alfred (Van Son, 1949); Ngqeleni (Van Son, 1949); Uitenhage (Swanepoel, 1953); Addo (Swanepoel, 1953); Coerney (Swanepoel, 1953); Van Stadens (Swanepoel, 1953); Witmos (Swanepoel, 1953); Fort Beaufort (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St. Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Knysna (Swanepoel, 1953).

mossambicensis Hopffer, 1862 (as var. of Eronia buquetii).  In: Peters, W.C.H., Reise Nach Mossambique 363 (349-438). Berlin.  Mozambique: “Mossambique”.
arabica Hopffer, 1862 (as var. of Eronia buquetii).  In: Peters, W.C.H., Reise Nach Mossambique 363 (349-438). Berlin.  “Arabia”.
capensis Hopffer, 1862 (as var. of Eronia buquetii).  In: Peters, W.C.H., Reise Nach Mossambique 363 (349-438). Berlin.  South Africa: “Querimba”.
zelinda Ward, 1873 (as sp. of Eronia).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 59 (59-60, 151-152).  Kenya: “Ribé, East Africa”; Angola. [False locality.]
adam Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Eronia buquetii).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 89 (12-107).  Tanzania: “Mhonda”.
Nepheronia buquetii buchanani (Rothschild, 1921)

Eronia buqueti buchanani Rothschild, 1921.  Novitates Zoologicae 28: 151 (142-170, 215-229).

Type locality: Niger: “Timia”.

Distribution: North Africa, Saudi Arabia (south-west), Yemen.

Note: Larsen (2005a) does not believe that this subspecies is valid but does not formally sink it.
Nepheronia buquetii pauliani Bernardi, 1959

Nepheronia buqueti pauliani Bernardi, 1959.  Naturaliste Malgache 10: 81 (81-86).

Type locality: Madagascar: “R. Fiherenana, Tulear [Toliara]”.

Distribution: Madagascar (south and west).
Nepheronia pharis (Boisduval, 1836)

Pieris pharis Boisduval, 1836.  In: [Roret, Suites à Buffon] Histoire naturelle des Insectes. Species général des Lépidopteres 1: 443 (690 pp.). Paris.

Type locality: “Côte de Guinée”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Guinea, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Congo, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania.

Common name: Round-winged vagrant.

Habitat: Undisturbed (primary) lowland forest and riverine forest; in the latter it may penetrate svanna habitat.  In Tanzania at altitudes of 780 to 1 000 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: A fairly common butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is very weak and it flies low down, in the shady forest undergrowth, rarely venturing into the sunlight.  On the wing it resembles a large species of Leptosia rather than a member of the genus Nepheronia (Larsen, 1991).  Both sexes are strongly attracted to flowers on the forest floor.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Nepheronia pharis pharis (Boisduval, 1836)

Pieris pharis Boisduval, 1836.  In: [Roret, Suites à Buffon] Histoire naturelle des Insectes. Species général des Lépidopteres 1: 443 (690 pp.). Paris.

Type locality: “Côte de Guinée”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Guinea (coast and north-east), Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Mbini), Congo, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Bui National Park (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
chione Doubleday, 1844 (as sp. of Pieris).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (1) 14: 421 (415-421).  Sierra Leone.
Nepheronia pharis silvanus (Stoneham, 1957)

Lepteronia pharis silvanus Stoneham, 1957.  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (70): [2] ([3 pp.]).

Type locality: Uganda: “Budongo Forest”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Mount Elgon; Kakamega; Nandi Hills (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Mukuyu Forest; Mihumu Forest; Helembe Forest (all in Kigoma District) (Kielland, 1990).
Nepheronia thalassina (Boisduval, 1836)

Pieris thalassina Boisduval, 1836.  In: [Roret, Suites à Buffon] Histoire naturelle des Insectes. Species général des Lépidopteres 1: 443 (690 pp.). Paris.

Type locality: Senegal: “Sénégal”; “Côte de Guinée”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2002), Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Angola, Sudan, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, Swaziland, South Africa.

Common name: Cambridge vagrant; blue vagrant.

Habitat: Forest and riparian vegetation, especially secondary and dry forest (Larsen, 2005a).  Also in woodland (Kielland, 1990).  In Tanzania it occurs from sea-level to 1 700 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The flight of males is fast and direct, and from a few to many metres above the ground.  They are seen mainly on the edges of forest or riverine vegetation.  Females fly more slowly and tend to keep to the undergrowth, settling frequently, usually on low vegetation (Pringle et al., 1994).  Both sexes are readily attracted to flowers; Larsen (1991) mentions a large, white species of Impatiens as being a favourite in forest undergrowth in Kenya.  Males rarely, if ever, mud-puddle (Larsen, 2005a).  Considerable numbers were noted in a mixed migration through Lagos, Nigeria in May, 1967 (Larsen, 1968).

Flight period: All year, with peak emergence in December and January.

Early stages:

Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 279.  (photograph of final instar larva and pupa on p. 281).

Egg creamy yellow when laid, developing three rufous rings, one around the middle and one on either side and equidistant from the middle to the extremities, the lower ring is the most prominent; height 2,3 mm, diameter 1,1, mm at the widest point; strongly attenuated at both ends, marginally more so at the micropylar end.  First instar larva salmon coloured; head dark brown; two prominent protruberances on the 12th segment, densely covered with setae at the extremities; bases of setae of 1st segment conspicuously larger than those of other setae; a brown dorsal saddle on the 10th segment, extending to the spiracles, then as a thin lateral line along the 11th and 12th segments; dorsal area encircled by saddle off-white in colour, later changing to green, heavily suffused with silver, especially along the dorsal surface; brown marks develop laterally on the 4th segment; dorsal saddle disappears but lateral markings on segments 10 to 12 remain; grows from 3 to 6 mm in length in 4 days.  Second larval instar similar to first but head becomes grey-green; number of setae increase; reduction in the extent of the dorsal silvering; grows to 12 mm in 4 days.  Third instar larva glabrous, emerald green in colour with further reduction in width of silver dorsal marking, which becomes white rather than silver; lateral markings on 4th and 10th to 12th segments change from dark brown to black and are centered with white; protruberances on 12th segment become relatively smaller; grows to 20 mm in 5 days.  Fourth instar loses lustrous appearance and is finely speckled with black dots; dorsal line reduced to a thin pale yellow stripe; protruberances fused to form a bluntly bifid tail; black coloration of lateral markings greatly reduced and replaced by white; grows to 27 mm in 5 days.  Fifth instar larva fades to leaf green (including head) and is more heavily speckled with brown; dorsal line even more indistinct than in fourth instar; lateral markings show only vestiges of black outlining the white; bifid tail replaced by a square end; grows to 37 mm in 7 days.  Pupa 29 mm in length; pale green with thin pale yellow line demarcating area of hindwing inner margin; slight black marking on 1st abdominal segment; dorsal surface dusted with small whitish spots; a pointed projection extends from the head; wing cases compressed laterally and strongly keeled.


Egg laid singly on the underside of a leaf.  Eclosion occurs in about 6 days, the larva eating a hole at the mid-point, and partially or completely consuming the shell.  Pupa attached to a silk pad by the cremaster and is girdled.  Pupal stage 24 days.
Larval food:

Hippocratea africana (Willd.) Loes. var. richardiana (Cambess.) N.K.B. Robson (Celastraceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 317; as H. obtusifolia Lessner].

Pristimera longipetiolata (Celastraceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978; as sp. of Hippocratea].

Jasminium species (Oleaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 286].

Nepheronia thalassina thalassina (Boisduval, 1836)

Pieris thalassina Boisduval, 1836.  In: [Roret, Suites à Buffon] Histoire naturelle des Insectes. Species général des Lépidopteres 1: 443 (690 pp.). Paris.

Type locality: Senegal: “Sénégal”; “Côte de Guinée”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2002), Nigeria.

Larsen (2005a) thinks that it may only be a temporary resident in Senegal and the Gambia.

Specific localities:

Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon et al., 2001).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
Nepheronia thalassina sinalata (Suffert, 1904)

Eronia thalassina sinalata Suffert, 1904.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 88 (12-107).
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Nepheronia thalassina sinalata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 62mm.  Victoria Falls, S. Rhodesia.  21.1.47.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3036).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Dar-es-Salaam”.

Distribution: Sudan, Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe (eastern border and north), Botswana (north), Namibia (north), Swaziland, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal – north).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – In the west from Mpanda to the Ugandan border; Northern Highlands; Pare Mountains; Usambara Mountains; Uluguru Mountains; Turiani; Nguu forests; Image Mountain; Mwanihana Forest; Ukaguru Mountains; Kiono Forest; Pugu Hills; Dendene Forest; Masagati Forest; Rondo Plateau (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia: Kafue; Katambora; Zambezi Valley (Heath et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Maputo (Van Son, 1949); Amatongas; Dondo (Pringle et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Chirinda Forest (Van Son, 1949); Victoria Falls (Van Son, 1949).

Botswana – Kabulabula (Van Son, 1949); Chobe River (Van Son, 1949).

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Van Son, 1949); Woodbush (Van Son, 1949); Soutpansberg (Van Son, 1949); Duiwelskloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Entabeni Forest (Swanepoel, 1953); Louis Trichardt (Swanepoel, 1953); Wyliespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Masequa’s Poort (Swanepoel, 1953); Waterpoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953); Manoutsa (Pringle et al., 1994).

Mpumalanga – Blyde River, Lydenburg District (Van Son, 1949).

KwaZulu-Natal – Emanguzi Forest; Makatini Flats (Pringle et al., 1994); Otobotini on the Pongola River (Pennington).

Note: Berger (1981: 80) regards sinalata to be a form of thalassina, rather than a subspecies.

hesione Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Eronia thalassina).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (70): [1] ([3 pp.]).  Uganda: “Budongo Forest”.
proserpina Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Eronia thalassina).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (70): [1] ([3 pp.]).  Kenya: “Kakamega Forest, Kenya Colony”.
Nepheronia thalassina verulanus (Ward, 1871)

Eronia verulanus Ward, 1871.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 8: 59 (34-36, 58-60, 81-82, 118-122).
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Nepheronia thalassina verulanus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 61mm.  Bangui, R. C. A.  1980.03.17.  R.P. Godart.  (Curle Trust Collection - 12).
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Nepheronia thalassina verulanus.  Female A.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 60mm.  Bangui, R. C. A.  1980.02.19.  R.P. Godart.  (Curle Trust Collection - 13).
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Nepheronia thalassina verulanus.  Female B.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 61mm.  Bangui, R. C. A.  1980.02.15.  R.P. Godart.  (Curle Trust Collection - 14).
Type locality: Cameroon: “Camaroons”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west), Angola (north), Zambia (north).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Ikelenge; 100 km south of Mwinilunga; Copperbelt; Lake Mweru (Heath et al., 2002).

Note: Berger (1981: 80) regards verulanus to be a form of thalassina, rather than a subspecies.
uniformata Dufrane, 1945 (as ab. of Eronia thalassina).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 81: 92 (90-143).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kamituga, Camp Méro”.
